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Radio-Pix Buildup Booms Met's B.0.; 
Durbin Headed tor (o., Peerce May 


Radio and film names have made 
the Metropolitan Opera Co. of N. Y. 
a national, not a local organization, 
declares Earl Lewis, assistant gen- 
eral manager of the house, who has 
been in charge of the boxoffice for 
30 years. Mr. Lewis points out that 
two weeks before the season opens 
91% of all subscriptions have been 
sold out, with 38% of these coming 
from out of town, in comparison to 
6° some 25 years agu. 

The broadcasting of the Saturday 
matinee operas, and the presence on 
the roster of persons whose picture 
appearances have made them house- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ily as the 


hold names, have combined to make | 


N. Y. much more con- 
scious of the Met than they ever 
were before. Publicity specially 
pointed to dispel the idea that the 
Met is too stiff-shirt has attracted 
the younger people. The annual sur- 
prise party, where the entire com- 
pany does a burlesque on opera, with 
elaborate stories and photographs 
has popularized the singers tre- 
mendously. 


visitors to 


‘None can witness Lily Pons in 
tights doing an acrobatic act with 
Lauritz Melchior without coming 
away refreshed,’ Lewis concluded, 


The sight of the 90-pound Pons hold- | 


in: the 250-pound Melchior with one 
hand, while the wires above strain 
to the utmost, has been so success- 
ful since first introduced that the 
ac. has been repeated year after year 
with unfailing success. 

Deanna Durbin is expected to be- 
come a member of the Met, accord- 
ing to Lewis. The i7-year-old so- 
prano is several years away from an 
actual appearance at the Met, but 
she is reported studying opera dili- 
gently with Andreas de Segurola, 

(Continued on page 53) 


Plenty of Coin to Be 
Had for B’way Legit; 


The Case of ‘Father’ 


There is some question whether 
Hollywood coin will freely flow 
along Broadway for production, but 
legit is getting plenty of backing from 

ew York sources and there appears 
to be considerable money available 
for likely stage ventures. Encourag- 
ing feature of that activity is the 
success of the most recent comedy 
arrival, ‘Life with Father,’ which 
looks in for a run at the Empire. 
[Latest on the Hollywood-Broadway 
Situation on page 5.] 


| Dec. 29-Jan. 1, and 


Oscar Serlin is the producer, but | 


On the managerial end five or six 
Others are concerned. Not the least 
is Jock Whitney, who almost season- 
ally is a silent partner in one or more 
attractions. Wealthy socialite and 
sportsman is known to have invested 
In ‘Father.’ He is represented by 
Martin Gable and Carly Wharton, 
wife of John Wharton of the Play- 
(Continued on page 61) 





‘Mickey Rooney Upped 
To $5, 000 Per At M-G 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Mickey Rooney had his contract 
adjusted by Metro and is now re- 
ported drawing $5,000 weekly on a 
40-week basis running for a term. 
Youngster has been the studio’s box- 
office ace the past year at stipend of 





+ sensininieneaennt 





| 
| 


| 


around $1,000 a week with a $10,000 | 


picture. His 
around $100,000 year- 
used him exten- 


bonus per 
were reported 
studio 
sively. 

William Morris agency negotiated 
the new deal which became effective 
last week. 


Miami In Early 
Start; Havana, 
Rio Expectant 


Miami, Nov. 14. 
niteries are making 
advantage of an ex- 


Hotels and 
ready to take 


pected resort boom here by remov- 
ing shutters weeks ahead of normal 
seasonal unvelilings The toyal 


Palms preems today (Tuesday), 
whereas its usual 
had been around New Year’s. 


up with a line of 16 Chester 


It tees 


earnings | 


| mercial radio, 


| graph recording, 


dusting-off date | 


| 


Hale | 


girls recently back from Cannes, | 
Joan Abbott and a couple spec acts 
out of the Ringling Bros.” show. On 


V illee 


hman 


the pad for later are Rudy 
Harry Ri 
with Abe Lyman orch starting Jan 
16 for 
Continental’s Cuban room is next 


a month, with options 


to toss out the mat with Dec. 10 set | 


for the inaugural. Oscar de la Rosa’s 
rhumba crew is in for at least eight 
weeks. Dempsey-Biltmore follows 
on Dec. 21. It has added 76 more 
swimming pool in ex- 
windfall Acts 


rooms and a 
pectation of the 
haven't been set yet, 
cent Brigale’s band is signed to 
(Continued on page 37) 


GEN’L MILLS DECIDES 
BASEBALL T00 COSTLY 


While General Mills doesn’t have 
to exercise its time options until 
Jan. 15, indications have already 
been given of the miller’s intention 
to pursue a more economical policy 
on play-by-play baseball broadcasts 
this coming season. Problem said to 
be facing the cereal packer is to 
bring down the cost of this type of 
exploitation to the point where it 

(Continued on page 54) 


although Vin- | 


MUSICIANS UNIO! 

















= Advises UA 


Pact ‘Worthless’ 


TO CHECK COME Goldwyn Flirting with RKO and Par 


N. Y¥. AFM Local (Richest in 


Country) Wants to Keep | 


Tabs on Members’ 


fluence 


Af- 


SPECULATING WHY 


Most drastic piece of supervision 
ever imposed on union musicians is 
802 of New 
(American Federation of 


the rule which Local 
York City 
Musicians) put into effect last week 
requiring that payment for phono- 
transcription, com- 
sound effect dates and 
other miscellaneous engagements be 
made through the local’s collection 


department. Under this regulation 


the union will serve as the reposi- 
tory of all 


members in any 


v 


monies earned by i 


studio, and the coin 
turned in must not only be that of 
the members of an instrumental unit 


+ 


but also that of the leader. 
Through this move to serve as a 
second-hand paymaster for its mem- 
bers the union will be in a position 
to keep close tabs on the earnings of 
everybody in the union. The local 
has had such information on all 
other classes of engagements avail- 
able to it for some time, 
rules require that copies of contracts 
for steady, one-nighter and other 


since Its 


(Continued on page 61) 


SWING KINGS 
TAPERING OFF? 


among ti 


There's much concern 
live maestros and more i rnvific antly 
among their managements, as_ to 
whether or not swing is on the down- 


The 


determining 


beat. boxoffice being the all- 


barometer, the recent 


takings of some of the foremost 
swing exponents is the cause of all 
the worry. That goes for 
the road, as well as in New York. 

Two of the best in the eastern 
metropolis are disappointing and 
whether their hotel spots aren’t con- 
ducive to killer-diller music, es- 
pecially with dinner, or whatever 
else is the reason, the b.o. experts 
are bothered by the subnormal biz. 

Bands that have moderated their 
swingo into a sweet-hot style, on the 
other hand, are holding their own 
And the continued good b.o. of 
staples such as Whiteman, Lombardo 
and Duchin is even more conclusiv 
evidence 


bands on 





London Hot for Clare 
Boothe’s Anti-Nazi Play 


a 


London, Nov. 14. 
| ‘Margin for Error,’ Clare Boothe’s 
| anti-Nazi play current on Broadway, 
}may see presentation here this sea- 
| son, George Black, producer, figur- 
ing it a cinch at this time. He has 
l entered into negotiations with Ald- 
rich & Myers, producers, and Miss 
Boothe for the English rights 
through Herman Citron, New York 
agent. 

Clare Boothe, prior to the opening 
in New York of ‘Margin for Error,’ 
answered the protest of the German 


consul by stating that she did not 
intend any political implications. 


Play is a comedy-mystery set in the 
German consulate in N. Y. 


Jas. Roosevelt's 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


Advised by his attorney, Max D. 
Steuer, to break off with United Ar- 
tists as his existing releasing con- 
tract is worthless, Samuel Goldwyn 
is understood flirting with both RKO 
and Paramount for distribution of 
his future output. ‘Raffles’ is the 


last of the features he delivers to 
| UA on this season’s commitment but 


there is no word from 
other future product. 

Goldwyn is shuttering his Coast 
plant Jan. 15 and is expected to go 
east for discussions at both RKO and 
Paramount home-offices. Producer 
is understood planning an organiza- 
tion shuffle if any new deal is struck. 
He would make four to six pictures 
annually and bring in two associ- 
ite producers to work directly un- 
der him. 

If Goldwyn connects with either 
RKO or Paramount, he would con- 
tinue production on his own lot, 
with the releasing company doing 
part of the financing as he figures 
his features would be used as lead- 
‘rs in selling either studio’s product 
n the summer of 1940 

UA is reported agreeable to Goald- 

takes but would insist 


him as to 


yn pulling s 
Wil il le im he turn back stock at the price he 
paid, otherwise UA will demand he 


Co.: RKO Outlet? 


James Roosevelt is shaping his own 


production unit and is preparing a 


leap into independent film making 
Much of his time spent in New York 
the past week was devoted to 


definite 


during 

plans which will take more 

form on his return to Hollywood 
His contract as vice-president of 


Samuel Goldwyn Productions 
xpire on Dec. 31. Distribution te: 
his own productions, which a 
+t have not been given a tra 
name have been discussed with 


George J. Schaefer, president of 
RKO, and a definite deal may be con- 
immated in a few weeks 
Producing headquarters wi 
up in Hollywood, and 
tant producing names are 
in connection with the 


unit 


B’WAY MUSICALS IN 


MIXUPS OVER COMICS “with “rsaio, 


the musicals due in onsend 
‘Wild Bill Shakespear 

which will bring Alex <A. : pent 
back to the Broadway production 
field, and ‘Keep Off The Grass,’ which 
Harry Kaufman is lining up. Several 
comics are mentioned for the same 
shows, though none appears to hav 

been contracted for. Present acu 


Among 


vinter are 


calls for Jack Haley and Martha 
e | Raye topping ‘Bill,” but Jimmy 
| (Continued on page $4) 


ve up to terms of the contract he 

‘ned with it. 

Suit Still Pending 

Whether Goldwyn will actually be 
able to pull out of UA and distribute 
through another company still hinges 
yn the outcome of his suit against 
UA argued last spring in N.Y. su- 
preme court. Decision is now 
awaited. 

In this litigation, his attorney, 
Steuer, asked for declaratory judg- 
ment which would set aside Gold- 
present exclusive producing 
ind releasing contract with UA—- 

h expires in 1945—and permit 


vhich 
(Continued on 


being 


wyn’s 


page 3) 


See Television As 
Real Impetus For 


Any Pix Prod. East 


television almost certain to 

from New York in years 

to come, the film business in the east 

envisions sight-sound broadcasting 

as furnishing the real impetus to 

picture production along the Atlan- 
seaboard. 


With 


emanate 


film and legit talent 
and technicians available in the east, 
film productions for telecasting un- 
doubtedly will be turned out in New 
York, the trade believes 

(More on eastern film production 
on page 3). 

Reinhardt on Television 
Hollywood, Nov. 14 

Max Reinhardt directs his dra- 
matic proteges on Don Lee television 
station as a regular Saturday feature, 

First time the Prof. ha given 


; visio a tumble. 
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z VARIETY 


Film Talent Guilds Nix Bioff’s 
Invite; Don’t Want Any Part of 1A 








Powwows; Meeting Today (Wed.) 





Hollywood, Nov. 14. 


The three talent guilds, Actors, 
Writers and Directors, last night 
(Monday) again served notice on the 
producers they have no desire to sit 
with William Bioff and his IATSE 
crowd and talk wage cuts at the 
meeting scheduled for Wednesday | mjnion Bureau of Statistics show in- 
(15). Kenneth Thomson, SAG exec | crease in theatre receipts and ad- 
secretary, made an issue with Bioff | misions in 1938 for fifth consecutive 
of what is considered ‘good labor | year, There is no doubt that 1939 
union practice’ and reminded the | will also show proportionate increase 
labor leader ‘that the Guild did not | over 1938. 
participate in the formation of any | Figures for all Canada are 137,- 
AFL conference of :tudio unions, or | 976,052 admissions against 134,374,061 
ir your election as chairman,’ |for 1937. Receipts at $33,635,052 show 

Thomson added, ‘It is our opinion | 3.5% increase. For the whole of 
tlat it is good labor union practice | Canada per capita expenditure was 
fo unions to present the case for | $3.02. 
improved working conditions for Amateur nights increased in popu- 
their members, and let employers | laritiy with 126 theatres holding 1,552 
present arguinents against improv- | such performances in 1938 against 
ing working conditions. For the | 108 houses holding 1,104 in 1937. 
unions to take the initiative in mar- Province of Quebec shows per 
shaling, or circulating employers’ ar- | capita expenditure of $2.17 in 1938 
guments, is both bad labor union against $2.15 i yer ious year. 
practice, and entirely unnecessary 
for employers, particularly produc- | 


ing employers, who are well able | [Jf Orders Hal Roach 
To Tack on Footage To 


CANADIAN B. 0. UP 
FOR 5TH STRAIGHT YR. 


poser Nov. 14. 








Sheridan Gibney, newly yong 
prexy of the Screen Writers Guild, 
advised Bioff ‘we have already aod | 
clear our reason for declining to par- | 
jicipate in your meeting with pro- | _ 
ducer reps. Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

‘Directors also gave Bioff’s wa™*-| Hal Roach thought he was going 
cutting parley a fast brushoff, -ut | to solve at least a part of the double- 
their letter stating the reasons was 
no. divulged. 

Bioff states the meeting will be | put the idea has 
held Wednesday (15) regardless of 
the go-by from the talent groups. 

10°, Cut ‘Relinquishment’ 

Bioff arranged the meeting when 
producers asked the IA to ‘volun- | 
tarily relinquish’ the 10% wage in- 
ciease recently awarded by the stu- | 
dios to some 12,000 workers. 

Open warfare between the actors 
and film technicians became a cer- 
tainty over the weekend when Bioff 
renewed his efforts to pressure the 
talent groups into sitting in on a 
wage cutting parley with the ae 
jucers, 

The Screen Writers Guild is set- | ‘A Chump at Oxford,’ first of the | 
ting the pace for the other talent | Wartet, —— filmed in four reels for | 
groups. The scriveners not only re- | domestic sale and lengthened by two 
fuse to participate in any conference | spools for distribution in Europe, 
arranged by Bioff, but denoun ced | W where Laurel and Hardy are more 
him from the floor at a general | P° ypular. UA execs preferred the 
membership meeting as ‘a scourge | lone ger picture and used it in the 
on the film industry’ and ‘a menace | American market. -_ 
to real labor unionism.’ ries, “Two's Company,” is being re- 

The writers made it plain they as a six-reeler and the other 
would be glad to discuss wages or | 'W°® will be filmed in similar lengths. 
any other problems with the pro- 
ducers or fellow employes, but stated 
they ‘zealously guarded their right Goldwyn Sloughs off 
to deal directly and independently | 
with the companies.’ The writers | 
went a bit further by pledging moral | 
support to the independent crafts in 
the studios where Bioff has been try- | 

ing to muscle in. It is understood 
this endorsement will include the Stu- 

dio Painters, the IATSE’s 
enemy No. 1. winds up work on his 

Tops in the Screen Actors Guild} starrer, ‘The Westerner.’ 
admit that an open break with Bioff| Studio organization 





backfired and 
| landed right back in his lap. United 
| Artists, his distributing outlet, has | 
| told him to stretch his future comic | 
output to six reels. He has three 
more to make for the 1939-40 pro- 
gram. 

At the same time, UA has a big | 
| job on its hands re-selling 5,000 con- 


|spool idea. Under the present book- 
ing system four-reelers 
to indie exhibs, who are forced to 
lspend more money on_ additional 


written 


Holivwood, Nov. 14. 


Samuel Goldwyn’s 


hoping that he will make the first| Keep the 
offensive move. The present tiff | wyn’s non-production period. 
started when Bioff forced the pro- ee ae ee 
ducers to okay a 10% wage boost for 

his 12,000 studio members. The pro- MRS. VINCENT IMPROVES 
ducers approved the increase but} Mrs. W 
several days later E. J. Mannix, | 
chairman of the producers’ labor ne- 
gotiating committee, addressed a let- 
ter to Bioff urging him to ‘volun- 
tarily relinquish’ the increase. Man- | 
nix stated the industry could not | 
stand the tap because of losses in Werk 
the foreign grosses caused by the 


the wavy to recovery. 





Figures released currently by Do- | 


Laurel-Hardy 4-Reelers 


bill problem by cutting his Laurel- | 
| Hardy comedies down to four reels, | 


| tracts already based on the four- |; 


are costly | 


|shorts to fill out their theatre pro- | 


Second of the se- | 


To a Yawn Jan. 15 


layoff season, 
with a sharp reduction of his pro- | 
studio | duction staff, starts Jan. 15 when he | W. E. 
Gary Cooper 


4 : also faces a 
and the IATSE is inevitable, but are | cut unless rental deals are made to 


plant busy during Gold-j;| Tom Hat 


alter Vincent, who has had |} 
a long and serious siege of illness, | 
began showing marked improvement 
a few days ago and is believed on 


The Wilmer & Vincent chain exec | | 
is with her at their home in New | Nat Dyches— 


PICTURES 
DAN 0’SHEA TO SUCCEED 











Hollywood, Nov. 14. 


Henry Ginsberg handed in his res- 
ignation as v.p. and general manager 
of Selznick-International, a post he 
has held four years, to take effect 
Jan. 1. Daniel O’Shea will succeed 
him. Before joining S-I, Ginsberg 
was g.m. at Hal Roach studio, He 
plans a long vacation. 

O’Shea will be named to the Gins- 
| berg post at the next S-I board meet- 
ing. He swings over from RKO, hav- 
ing been with S-I at its formation, 

i first as assistant to David O. Selznick 
and later secretary of the company. 








PAR SLATES 38 
PICS FOR “40-41 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 


Paramount's 1940-41 production 
program calls for 58 pictures, same 
number as the current season. Com- 
pany declined to curtail its schedule 
on account of its widespread theatre 
interests. Through ownership, part- 
nerships or percentage deals, Para- 
mount controls about 1,500 houses in 
this country and Canada. 

Studio has 18 screenplays tenta- 
tively slated for next year’s sched- 
ule. Among them are ‘Every Day 
Is Sunday,’ ‘Moon Over Burma,’ 
‘Trouble Enough,’ ‘In Old Virginia,’ 
‘F.O.B. Detroit,’ ‘I Want a Divorce, 
‘Battalion of Death, ‘The Ghost 
Breaker,’ ‘Triumph Over Pain,’ ‘Miss 
Susie Slagle’s,’ ‘I Want Wings,’ ‘The 
Monster,’ ‘Down Went McGinty’ and 
‘Tenderloin.’ 





Rose Revives Par 


Fiiming in London 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Paramount plans to resume pic- 





GINSBERG AS G.M. OF SI) 


Wednesday, November 15, 1939 


That Red Cross Roll Call 


—_————— t-te 








—_—_—=3 


Show biz lifted itself severa] notches in public esteem on Saturday 
night (11) when some top talent, drawn from radio, films and the con- 
cert stage, played support to President Roosevelt’s annual American 
Red Cross Roll Call, and whammed over to the listening public a pro- 
gram of entertainment and humanitarian appeal so unusual and unique 
as to merit some back-patting. 

Coast-to-coast broadcasting facilities of the three major networks 
were contributed for the 60-minute session. Handling of the wires 
from New York, Hollywood, Washington and Detroit, the spots of 
origination, was perfect. There was technical excellence through- 
out—a sidelight undimmed by the magnitude of the show itself. 

From the moment the President opened the stanza at the White 
House, until the fading strains of David Broekman’s patriotic med- 
ley, the presentation maintained throughout the high standard of good 
taste that its purpose demanded. Just another demonstration of 
unfailing showmanship judgment which always is evident when the 
pressure of unselfish public service is on representative performers. 

Idea behind it all is that the current demands in the American Red 

Cross are so great that a wider membership, financially and terri- 
torial, is needed immediately to support its humanitarian operation, 
on home and foreign fronts. 

In the list of talent which was assembled by invitation were Bob 
Hope, Connie Boswell, Paul Whiteman, Amos and Andy, Burns and 
Allen, John Charles Thomas, Edgar Bergen, Jean Hersholt and David 
Broekman, Young & Rubicam handled the show, Don Wiison, an- 
nouncing. 

Whatever the constructive reaction by the general public to the 
Red Cross appeal, the example of generous contribution by the group 
of name performers, who appeared on the show, is stimulus to every- 
one connected with show business. 

The natural followup should be 100% 
of the amusement industry. 


enrollment from the ranks 





| 


eae rn mer renee 








| edy. 


ture production in England after the | 


Christmas holidays under 


. ° 
| sion of David Rose. 


Dec. 1 to confer with Barney Bala- 


supervi- | 


| 


Rose is due in Hollywood about | 


ban, Y. Frank Freeman and William | 


LeBaron on the program for 1940-41. 
| He goes back to England to start 
| shooting shortly after the first of the 
new year. Par’s latest British-made 
feature, ‘French Without Tears,’ is 
soon to be released in the U. S. 





WELLMAN’S FORCED LAYOFF 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Il] health caused William Wellman 
to defer work under his new Para- 
mount contract for six months rest. 
Producer-director is 
in Oregon. 


L. A. TON. Y. 


Frances Arms Harry Link 


Irving Asher Chas, E \ieCarthy 
1] aurence Beilenson Alice Duer Miller 
| Dox Bishop Reris Morros 
| Osear Kradley } Ri oss Meredith 
Jane Bryan } Conve r Nagel 
| Mrs. D. Brvant J. (, Nugent 
Callaway | Jess Oppenheimer 
Rubey Cowan } Nat Perrin 
| Ted Curtis | 4ustin Peterson 
Larry Fox Erich Pommer 
Max Gordon | Roger Pryor 
Huntley Gordon lew Seiler 
| Fred Graham George RR Seitz 
rington (ieorge Sherman 
Joe Hill \ddison Smith 
Ernest Hix (haries Tazewell 
} Lou Irwit Ker The con 
| Osa Johnsor chael Visaroff 
Abe Lasifogel } Frankivy Warner 
Charles Laughton tCrane Wilbur 
Irene Lee } Sam Wood 


Tom Lewis 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Toe Breen Allyn Joslyn 

Joan Davis | 3. mn tlonks, Jr. 

N foseph M. Schenek 
Fred Finkelhoff King Vidor 
' GeraldineFitzgerald PB. J. Wolfson 





European war. 

Bioff announced that if conditions | 
were as bad as painted by the pro- 
ducers it was a problem of vital in- 
terest to every employe. He said | 





the IATSE was ready to cooperate, | Plenty of foreign film production eet COE E eee ee Page 14 
but that a similar attitude would || Diaz, Jr. s, suit over FUE £4 9550.51) 54 59004940300 080065 500088 Page 14 
have to be displayed by the top BETERUIAP TI SOTINMS 6 6s ies ce ek cet ee hues toast evenierea Page 14 
money earners. He said the average | New Paramount-Odeon dicker........... .Page 14 
earning of an IATSE worker was $25 Monopoly ease PN A NE 05605 05,6 ano aM eda Waee eee Page 14 
a week, and that if salaries were to Britain’s name shortage. ..... 6.6. eee cece reece cence ee eee Page 15 
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would have to be borne by the pro- Metro wouldn't sell ‘Ninotchka’ to Soviet.................... Page 15 
ducers, directors, actors and writers Television ....-...eeeeeeseeeee eee Steet eee tees eee eee ee eeetees Page 26 
receiving from $50,000 a year up- Radio rcviews: Theda Bara, Milton Berle, George Jessel, 
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(Continued on page 24) 


Other News Pertaining to Pictures 








vacationing 


} names 


| writing and directing talent, as well 
| as just performers. 


| several of the companies try to look 
| over representative dramatic scripts, 


|ness of 


| reputations there is well known. But 


| increasing tendency of films to draw tor on the Coast, 
on the air for writing and directing @ fortnight stay and look-see 





Dearth of Film Story Material: 
War Revives Yen for _ 


BOB HOPKINS LEAVING lage story iter a 
METRO AFTER 13 YRS. 


dearth of saunas currently being 
«| submitted, They attribute the spar- 
wes | sity to the war. There's a habitual 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Bob Hopkins is parting company, 





howl about lack of quality scripts 
but present squawk is that editors 


. “en” setting e , tories. g 
after 13 years, with Metro where oy t “es ng M ape * €s, good or 
he was trouble shooter on ailing | “2 to ge by - . uSsy. 
e Ss caw , 
scripts. He worked on nearly all “gus an eprember saw more 


| than the usual number of book and 

magazine stories being submitted, but 
lagents slowed down to a walk on 

their submissions in October and 
| there’s been no upturn to date. 

Searching for a cause, editors point 
out that European authors, for one 
| thing, have almost come to a com- 
| plete halt in their seribbling activi- 
ties. Many of them have been drafied 
| into emergency work, while the gen- 
eral atmosphere isn’t conducive te 
writing by the others. 

Domestically, the European crisis 
has been reflected in something of a 
readjustment, it is said. There sre 
new demands by editors and new 
themes being turned to by writers. 
While this process of change is in 
Virtually all the | Progress, story eds feel they can only 

: look ahead a few months to the time 
is completed. 
Play scouts, on the other hand, re- 
port their 


big pictures and specialized on com- 


He makes another studio connec- 
tion Dec. 1. 





Films Now Intensively 
Scout Radio for Scrib 
And Directing Talen 


Pictures, which in the past have 
obtained some of their top box-office 
from radio, are now begin- 
ning to Boone the air intensively for 


eastern story departments now make 
a practice of looking over dramatic, * 
scripts and in some instances also 
have employees listen to the pro- submissions about normal 
grams on the air for the season. It’s slightly slower 
According to advertising agency than ordinarily at the moment, but 
men, Metro is the most active com-. that is usual following a rush in Oc- 
pany in covering radio. Company is tober of scripts completed during the 
said to have three persons assigned Summer. Winter crop, harvested after 
to listening to broadcasts, occasion- | the first of the year, is expected to 
ally resulting in calls of inquiry to Create another jam. 
the agencies as to certain actors or One of the effects of the war, as 
directors. In the case of writers, searchers for material see it, is a 
trend in public taste away from 
‘world of tomorow’ type stories, to 
although not all agencies cooperate’! the nostalgic pattern. There's a 
by submitting them. looking backward, partially due to 
Whole trend of picture conscious-| the similarity of the present world 
radio is believed to be _ political picture with that of 25 years 


rather new, at least in the east. On ago. ‘Roaring Twenties,’ among the 


the Coast, where films and radio are films, is seen as a reflection of thl!s 
more closely related, the picture feeling, while ‘Life With Father,’ 
studios have always more or less which opened on Broadway last 
kept an eye and ear turned toward wes k, characterizes the legit side, 


the ether. 
Number of picture names who 
either came from radio or built their 


and ‘Country Lawyer,’ 
best-seller, the literati. 
WB Scouting in N. Y. 
Warner Bros story edi- 
is in New York for 
at the 
talent as well. Instances of directors current plays. She's particularly in 
switching to the screen end are search of a story for John Garfield. 
Clark Andrews, Irving Reis and Studio is also anxious for her to ac- 


top non-fiction 


in recent years there has been an Irene Lee, 


Brewster Morgan. Ken Englund, quire additional material for Bette 
| formerly a radio gag writer, has Davis, although several stories for 
since been hired by Paramount,’ the star have already been lined up 


' while Harry Tugend, who was a 
' scripter for Fred Allen, is now with 
| 20th-Fox; Irv Brecher, 


,Ben Y. Cammack (Santa Lucia). 


Epstein brothers, WB writers, are 
also in New York on a vacation be- 
fore the start of their new termers. 
Julius, who has been on the lot for 
|a number of years, and Philip, who 

SAILINGS | was put under contract during the 
Nov. 18 (South American Cruise), past 12 months, have both heen 
signed for a year. 

Kenneth MacKenna, 
editor, arrived back on the Coast 


radio writer, 
at Metro, et al. 


Nov. 15 (New York to London), Metro story 


Leon Kimberley and Hel ag 

(Veendam). ) SnG Helen Page | Monday (13) after two weeks in 

Nov. 11 (New York to Genoa), |New York. He stopped off be" < 

David Niven (Rex). way back to see tryout of ‘Key 
PS ee Largo’ 


background in 


Because pictures 
including reisues, 
(Continued on page 63) 
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Americo Aboaf, Joe Souhami 


seem to 
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Silverstone Reviews UA’s Strong 


Position to Board; Korda’s Plans 


_ 





United Artists will in no way cut 
its production budget for next sea- 
gon, Murray Silverstone, chief of 
worldwide operations for the com- 
pany, told a board of directors meet- 
ing yesterday. He said it would ad- 
vance ‘on the boldest policy and 
most ambitious scale’ of its career 
and revealed that domestic sales for 
the current season are $7,000,000 
ahead of the same date in 1938. 

Directors’ meeting followed im- 
mediately the annual get-together of 
the stockholders. Held at UA head- 
quarters in New York, it was the 
first annual confab a’ which not one 
of the five owners appeared in per- 
gon. Representing the owners were 
James Mulvey for Sam Goldwyn; 
Herbert H. Maass for Mary Pickford; 
Dennis F. O’Brien for Douglas Fair- 
banks; Charles C. Schwartz for 
Charles Chaplin, and Emanuel Sil- 
verstone for Alexander Korda. 

Fach of the stockh« lders, under the 
cumulative system of corporative 
voting used, elects one director. 
Reps named above were named di- 
rectors in each case. Only change 
from last year was Maass, who will 
serve in place of Theodore Caruso. 
He's a New Yorker, attorney for the 
Jate Irving G. Thalb rg. 

Al! the corporate officers were also 
reelected. 

Korda on Coast 


Alexander Korda, British member | 
who 


of the United Artists Corp., 
flew in from England last week for 
the announced reason of attending 
he stockholders’ meeting yesterday 
(Tuesday), failed to appear. 


planed to the Coast Friday (10) 


night to see his wife, Merle Oberon. | 
It was believed that he might re-| 


turn for the meeting, but he phoned 
his New York representative, Eman- 


uel Silverstone, on Monday, instruct- | 
ing him to act at the meeting in his | 


stead. 


Korda, who was accompanied by | 


his attorney, Basil Bleck, conferred 


with Murray Silverstone, UA chief, | 


most of Friday, day following his 
arrival. 
plans were reached. It is understood 
he will return shortly for further 
confabs. 

Korda said on his arrival that the 


(Continued on page 63) 





Goldwyn Flirting 


Continued from page 1 








him to distribute through other com- 
panies. 

Goldwyn’s battle with UA came 
out into the open last January when 
the four other stockholders, Mary 
Pickford, Alexander Korda, Douglas 
Fairbanks and Charles Chaplin, 
unanimously overrode his objections 
to new releasing arrangements with 
Korda and Fairbanks. They also 
vetoed his dissent against the ‘Sil- 
verstone Plan,’ a schedule of bonuses 
for the producers. 

Whatever the outcome of the pend- 
ing suit, Goldwyn is determined to 
divorce himself from UA and still 
has what Steuer considers an ace 
in the hole in UA’s refusal to turn 
over to Goldwyn his share of the 
producers’ bonus voted about two 
months ago. Steuer claims that UA 
has tied strings to Goldwyn's ac- 
Ceptance of this money, amounting to 
about $35,000, which is contrary to 
his contract with UA. It will give 
him another reason for claiming UA 


has broken the agreement, auto- | 
matically releasing him. 
It was indicated yesterday that 


Steuer will take no action on this 


angle pending outcome of the other | 


suit. Whether or not it becomes 
grounds for contract-smashing litiga- 
tion, it will at least be cause for a 
Suit to recover the coin without sign- 
ing any qualifying terms. 


. At yesterday’s (Tues.) board meet- 
Ing of UA, Murray Silverstone re- | 


emphasized the company’s strong 
Manpower position, and added, in 
relation to queries anent Goldwyn, 





No Letup at Roach 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Production sked on the Hal Roach 











lot calls for continuous work until 
ne-t summer, ‘Captain Caution,’ 
next feature to go, is being readied 
to roll as soon as ‘1,000,000 B. C.’ is 
completed, 

Three of the nine pictures 
promised for 1939-40 have been de- 
livered and one is in work. 


HOLLYWOOD NOT 
WORRIED BY 
N. Y. PROD. 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 


Fiorello H. LaGuardia’s threat to 
move the film industry to Astoria is 
causing nothing but sunkist smiles 
among the hills of Hollywood. Thus 
far, Fiorello seems to be a vocal but 
ineffective minority in the moving 











He | 


No decisions on his future | 


campaign. Hollywood is sitting pat. 


plans for a new $12,000,000 plant on 
the outskirts of Los Angeles. Wil- 
liam LeBaron, chief of production, 
declared that 75% of all picture pro- 
duction is wrapped up in California 
sunshine and will remain that way. 
Warners recently decided to move 
all its shorts production to the Bur- 
bank lot, and Lee Garmes, who re- 
cently threatened to 
Long Island, has moved back to Hol- 
| lywood. 

It’s hizzoner'’s move. 


| Unit Production 
Setup By Yiddish 
Film-Makers in East 


New 


production setup, patterned 
after the unit idea employed by 
major producers, has been estab- 


produce on! 





| 
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INTENT ON GINEMM 
CITY IN NEW YORK 


Aligns United Labor Front 
to Force at Least 10% 
of Hollywood Film Pro- 
duction East — Quizzing 
Rockefeller (RKO) and 
WB (Shorts) 





BOYCOTT THREAT 


With a Cinema City development 
for New York deeply interesting 
Mayor F. H. LaGuardia, in his offen- 
sive to wean back some of the pro- 
duction that is now centered in Hol- 
lywood, his first step is expected to 
be a huddle with producer represen- 
tatives. The initial thrust of a uni- 
ted labor front may be a boycott of 
the theatres as a means for serious 
consideration. Any strike weapon, 
however, is reported frowned upon 
by labor men. The proposal mostly 
favored, and said to be under con- 
sideration, is an appeal to all labor 
to stay away from theatres in New 
York state, 

Such a campaign would no doubt 
be based on the squawk, concurred 


|in by the mayor, that eastern capital 


Paramount is going ahead with its | 


| 





lished in New York to turn out Yid- | 


dish films. Members of the combine 
are Roman 
and Ira Greene. 

Rebush will head one unit, Credo 
Pictures, while Landy and Greene 
make up the other, operating as 
Elite Productions, Inc. Rebush and 
Landy in addition, are partners, each 
having an interest in the other’s 
films, although under the unit system 
yf production neither will take part 
in actual work on films of the other. 
A single distributing system will sell 
the product of both units 

First film issued under 


the new 


etup was made by Rebush, titled 
‘Mirele Effros’ going into general re- 
lease now. Elite put its first picture 
into production last Wednesday (8) 
at National Screen Service’s Ideal 
Studios in Hudson Heights, N. J. It’s 
in original by Ossip Dymow tagged 
‘Forsake Me Not’ and stars Moishe 
Oysher and Helen Beverly, British 
legit actress. Max Nosseck, who di- 
rected for Paramount and United 
Artists abroad, will meg. Original 


music is by Alexander Olshanetsky. 


Rebush is readying another pic, 
| starring Victor Chenkin, in about 


four weeks. It’s an untitled original 
by Joseph Berne and Lew Jacobs, 
but may be rewritten by a name 
Yiddish author. 

Gree 2, Landy’s partner in Elite, is 
the money man, never before in pro- 
| duction, but has backed numerous 
| foreign-language as well indie-made 
pictures in English. 

Academy award committee has 
' asked to see a print of ‘Brivele der 
Mamen,’ believed to be the first time 
a Yiddish film has ever been con- 


that the company holds an exclusive | sidered for an Oscar. Film was made 


Contract with him and for his pic- 
tures until 1945. 
may rule is something else again. 


What the courts | 


by Joseph Green in Poland and is 
now in general release in this 
‘ country. 


Rebush, Ludwig Landy | 


| film production for 


is being utilized for manufacturing 
that is virtually the total gain of 
California, with taxation, employ- 
ment, etc., provided out there as re- 
sult, to the exclusion of New York. 
In labor circles, it is believed an ul- 
timate boycott could be serious so 
far as theatre operators are con- 
cerned. It might, in turn, throw the 
full force of complaint on the part 
of exhibitors, also, and at least make 
the producers listen. 

It is fairly well known in the trade 
that unions have been flirting with 
the idea of incorporating a clause in 
studio pacts whereby each producer 
would have to make 10% of his fea- | 
ture product in the east. However, | 
no agreement ever was reached even | 
within their own ranks, Hollywood | 
locals naturally not being in favor of | 
such requirements. 

All that is asked is that 10% of 
production, now handled in Califor- 
nia, be transferred to New York, | 
although more will be sought and | 
could be forthcoming. It is estimated 
that at least $350,000 a week would 
be realized for film labor on a basis 
of 10° of the whole. 

Plans for a Cinema City, where all 
producers desiring to _ participate 
could have their own quarters, have 
been shown LaGuardia and he is in- 
terested to the point, it is under- 
stood, that he has commented that | 
he has no doubt the necessary finan- 
cing and arrangements could be 
made. The cost of a so-called Cinema 
City would range upward of $10,000,- 
000, it is estimated in informed quar- 


ters, where it is believed the banks 
would go for it because those that 
have had anything to do with pic- 
tures would like to be ‘within seeing 


distance of the studios’, 
Sile Near the Fair 


A site mile from 


d ne 
Fair, which is available, 


Worl 1’ 
in mind 


event such a project is carried 


Plans as tentatively drawn 


in the 
through. 


would call for a development in 
which each producer would have |} 
an administration building, stages, 
and plenty of ‘back-lot space’ 
without interference from any 


film-maker using the city. 

Very determined in his fight to get 
New York, the 
lot of ‘digging’ 
and, inde- 


+ | 


mayor is doing a 
in the way of information 
pendently, is checking into the why 
and wherefores of the situation. He 
had all the data on the upset of $2,- 
500,000 in feature production that 
was scheduled for the Eastern Ser- 
vice studio at Astoria. It is under- 
stood that he is planning to see 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., to discuss 
with him the question of why RKO 
doesn’t produce some film in the 
(Continued on page 60) 


| tour. 


| chase 


LM PUISCH 


+ 





U.S. Filmers Amenable to Some 
Reasonable Compromise on Frozen 


Coin in England, Perhaps 50-65%, 





Armstrong’s Pic 


Negro film made by M. C. Pic- 
tures in the east, starring Henry 
Armstrong, world’s welterweight 
champ, will be released under title 
‘Keep Punching’. In the cast are 
Willie Bryant, May Johnson, Ham- 
tree Harrington and the Hall John- 
son choir of 30. 

Picture was produced and directed 
by John Clein at a cost claimed to 
be $40,000. 








DO A FILM IN 
THE EAST 


Katharine Hepburn, who is slated 
to take ‘The Philadelphia Story’ on 
the road in February, may do a pic- 
ture in the east before then. Ac- 
tress refuses to discuss the matter, 
but is known to have interviewed 
several Broadway actors in regard 
to a possible film to be made at As- 
toria, L. I. 


John Wildberg and Jack Skirball, 
who are planning a screen version of 
the Sinclair Lewis play, ‘Angela Is 
| 22,” have offered Miss Hepburn the 
|lead in the production, but nothing 
| has been set. It’s also reported that 
the eastern film project is connected 
with one of the offers by a major 
company for the ‘Philadelphia Story’ 
screen rights, which the actress 
owns, 





Her contract with the Guild to ap- 
pear in ‘Story’ expires next June, so 
it’s believed she may intend to do 
the picture version 
Coast early next summer on 
She has not concluded a deal 
to transfer her rights to ‘Story,’ al- 
though various propositions have 
been on the fire ever since the play 
opened on Broadway last spring. 
One of the stipulations in her pur- 
of the rights to the show is 
that the Dramatists Guild must ap- 
prove the terms of any resale. 
derstood Guild officials haven’t yet 
been called upon to okay any such 
deal. 

The Theatre Guild hasn’t yet an- 
nounced the tour, but it is listed as 
one of this season’s subscription of- 
ferings in the road cities where it 
hasn't yet played—Pittsburgh and 
Chicago. In addition, the cast has 
been notified the tour will begin in 


February. Presumably the _ date 
could be set back a trifle, but not 
very much if the road subscription 


commitments are to be filled, 


» 

ITOA Asks N.Y.’s Mayor 

LaGuardia to Assist 
In Electric Rate Cut 


Aid of Mayor LaGuardia in secur- 
ing lower rates for electricity in New 
York was asked by the Independent 
Theatre Owners’ Association last 


week which presented numerous 
tables to show that electric rates are 
approximately 25-60% les in other 
cities with similar utility setups. 
Citing the ‘depressed condition’ of 
fiim exhibition industry, the ITOA 


asked the Mayor for aid in obtain- 
ing a utility commission inquiry into 
the rate structure of Consolidated 
Euison. It was pointed out that Los 
Angeles’ rates are 59.7% cheaper 
than New York’s, Ibany’s 51.9%, 
Philadelphia’s 47%, Chicago’s 35.5% 
land Newark’s 26%. 


of the Philip | 
Barry comedy after she reaches the | 
her | 


Un- | 


. 


London, Nov. 14. 

Government decision on the 
amount of money American film 
distributors may send home is 
expected next week. 

Presently, insiders predict that 
33% of money coilected from 
distributing pictures in Great 
Britain will be permitted to 
leave this country. 

Although discussions continued in 
London all last week on the frozen 
film coin situation, the permanent 
policy regarding picture distributor 
money still was unsettled up until 


late yesterday (Tuesday) afternoon. 
| Present parley is a three-cornered 
affair, with the distributors repre- 


sented both by the Hays organiza- 
tion and Ambassador Joseph P. Ken- 
nedy, as official U. S. representative 
in Great Britain, and the British 
government affording the official 
English viewpoint. 

An accord has been reported near 
several times, but distribution com- 
panies in N. Y. have been hearing 
that for weeks without any official 
decision reached. British govern- 
ment has clamped down on ship- 
| ments of all rental coin collected on 
new contracts, permitting remittances 
on old contracts as usual up to now. 
Which is why one major company 
a couple of weeks ago was able to 
ship nearly $1,000,000 out of London, 
| same being, of course, the accumu- 

lation for about a month. 
| Initial proposal of the British was 
| to freeze 80% of all rental money, 
|! although American distributors have 
| yet to be handed official notification 
of such proposal. Present talk is 
whether to freeze 50% or 65% of 
total distribution coin within Eng- 
land with belief in N. Y. that 50% 
will be final figure. 
| American distributors, although 
| willing to play ball on any reason- 
| able alignment, realizing the mone- 
| tary strain on any nation at war, 
naturally want to prevent ag little 
restriction as possible to be placed 
on the export of currency from 
Great Britain. 

Indications also are that they will 
be willing to go ahead under 4 mod- 
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Diminishing Interest in Grand Nat] 


Refinancing; Hammons Shutters 8 
Exchanges: Warner's Takeover Plan 


PICTURES 








Banks, Gracie Fields Sail 
To Make H’wood amagrig 


London, Nov. 

Monty Banks and Gracie wishes 
have booked accommodations for 
America from Genoa, sailing this | 
week. 

Understanding here that both are 
Hollywood-bound to make a picture 
immediately for 20th-Fox, to whom | 
she is under contract. 














Crisis for Grand National Pm | 
rapidly nearer this week with} But No Sheepskin 2B PA. T () | 
sources behind the promised $1,000,-() = # =  —— | 


000 production fund showing a die. | Hollywood. Nov. 1 
tinct lack of enthusiasm ee | ‘Sophomore’ is the sequel to ah | 
ing with the deal, one pres =e School,’ recently completed in 
Hammons scurrying around to get | 


$25,000 additi 1 which, he claims, | Series of Jane Withers ——. “ 
a iona i x. Jungmeyer, Jr 
is all that is necessary to swing the S0th-Fox. Jack Jungm 


. | his wife, Edith Skouras, have gone | 
Federal financing designed to breathe to San Antonio, Texas, to assemble | 
new life into the company. Ham- 


“ig > the new picture, 
mons needs the coin before a meet- ae nll Withers all | 
ing of creditors scheduled in U. S. Cen 6 w Carry me Pomel 
district court for 10 a.m. Friday (17). the way through college. Following 


NIX SUNDAY 
BLUE LAWS 





| ‘Sophomore’ will be ‘Junior Year’ | Philadelphia, Nov. 14. | 
In the meantime, Franklyn War- land ‘Senior Year. After that, it all — sen led a: oes 
ner, prez of Fine Arts pictures, | depends. { a z ates, 3 , 


hie s about $500,000 tied up in —— 

gd ~ > at an Coast again, re- | Lord's Day Alliance, took it on the 

cane d ,chin at last Tuesday’s State election 
‘First Love’ a 2d Han 


i lan of his own to | 
portedly with a plan when returns showed that 13 out of | 


ke over the remnants of the com- ns : 

atc i teneeane decides to ave t |14 communities voting on the Sun- 
th ty & atte ? yer :day motion picture question had 

up the ghost, and attempt to recover | Title So Shuber S Dro day | ‘ se 
part of his coin by operating the | ? . zs ‘ p = the ees —o i 

istri ing tfit himself. t Su Ag UJ it e communities turning reir 
gg ncn iii to save as it ainst niversa | backs on the blue law were Freedom 
much of the money a8 possible with | a ciinaiaaans, | Renee Abel Ioenaeng Marah oem | 

elect Theatres orp. (Shuberts) | . Ane , 

which he is personally keeping the| Select eatres ( I in) | sy aeaed Semen Beaks eouale 
company going, closed eight e€X-|has dropped its plagiarism action 


changes over the weekend and gave Coalport and Bigler, Clearfield coun- | 


against Universal Pictures in N. Y.| ty: Shinklehouse, Potter county, and 

s ere furloughed two | ty; , : : : 

per en poser A thet ¢ they wouldn't Supreme court, which had sought , Blossburg, Elkland, Mansfield, Wells- 
be required for another two weeks. an injunction, accounting of profits a Westfield, all in Tioga 


He is also attempting to arrange | and damages against 


‘First Love’, | 
a deal to acquire three indie-made | 


The 


The only town to vote to continue 


title the ban on Sunday films 


| claiming infringement. 


'as director 
| William A. Forney, secretary of the 


was Forty- | 


sige ol a ae ee | | Shuberts discovered that the title | Fort, a suburb of Wilkes-Barre in | 
and obtain some income. As _ it} had been used in two pictures oe | —s. ee 
—— yt en pogo Tes ig, |' their use of it in 1926, and in the Suaden Wins Cakes | 
coger ade pagar get ge | several plays as well, hence it’s in | are granted local option in deciding 
peste yn "las ahi to "an. the public domain so far as they | whether they want Sunday pictures 
Deal for the three pix may g0/| were concerned. and are allowed to bring up the ques- 
through today (Wednesday), with) It was asserted that Lee and Jacob tion to a vote every five years. The | 


some employees being taken back to 
work immediately. 
RCF Balking 


J. Shubert in June, 
play from Louis 
‘Pile Ou Face.’ 


1926, acquired a 
Verneul entitled 


- ho never had Sunday pictures be- 
Included in the deal pena ' 7 


1a; : : ; ; fore 
p refinancing is the | wer . > shts , . ‘ ; 
Holding up the i a 8 ie | were the picture rights. The play | The result of the balloti g was in- 
refusal of the Reconstruction Fi-| was retitled ‘First Love’ and was PR cdi pgeilaleons Hr acne. Rig oe 
nance Corp. to come through with | shown in several cities, including p as 


noses who were seeking to have a 


# $450,000 loan, which it has prom-| New York. It is claimed that Uni- re-test of public sentiment on Sun- 


ised, until] Hammons matches it with | yersal was asked to desist from use 
$150,000 from other sources. This | ‘of the same title, but refused. The 
$600,000 would be used to pay off| plaintiff makes it emphatic that no 
debts and put the company in active | action is being brought on any other 
operation again. RFC refuses to pay | lines but use of the title, but feels 
over its share on the theory that it| that the film rights to the play will 
would almost all go to creditors and | pe destroyed if U does not change 


already having them at the 1940 elec- 
tions. 


‘LATE E. PAUL PHILLIPS 


GN, as far as being able to create | the tag on its picture. 

an income for iiself, would be in EL eee DUTIES SPREAD AROUND 
just as bad a condition as before. 

Hammons claims to have obtained ECT P B EY PR X —_——- . 
$125,000, of which $100,000 is un- EL | N E Y A successor will not be appointed 
derstood to have been from Elec- for the time being to E. Pau! Phillips, 
trical Research Products, Inc., which | SCREEN WRITERS GUILD head of the Paramount real estate 


owns the mortgage on GN’s studio. | | department, who was killed in Min- 





communities that cast their ballots on | 
th: question on Tuesday were those | 


day motion pictures in those towns | 


The $1,000,000 production fund, nesota Nov. 1 while on a survey of | 
being provided by Felt & Co. and Hollywood, Nov. 14. Par theatre properties in that state. 
the Irving Trust, hinges on receipt |. Sheridan Gibney was elected pres- His duties will be spread around 
of the operating coin. With GN in| ident of Screen Writers Guild; Sid- | among execs who worked in close 
bankruptcy, continued delays’ in| Mey Buchman, v.p.; Boris Ingster, | contact with him on realty matters, | 
getting the promised RFC money | treasurer, and Dwight Taylor, sec- including Leonard Goldenson, Leon | 
and other difficulties thrown in their | Tetary. | Netter, Eric Erickson, Montague 
way, the production fund sources| Directors are Ralph Block, Charles; Gowthorpe and William H. Law- 
are beginning to lose interest in the | Brackett, Lester Cole, Philip Dunne, | rence. 
whole project, although they are} Mary McCall, Jr., E. E, Paramore, Last-mentioned was assistant to 
still fully ready to come through if | Gertrude Purcell, Wells Root, Dore | Phillips on real estate. 
quick action can be promised. | Schary, Jo Swerling and Dalton — — 

—_ -— | Trumbo. Alternates are Melville 


Niven Sails for England, 
Uncertain As to Future 


When or if he will return to the 
United States is as much a mystery 
to him as anyone, David Niven said 


Baker, David Hertz, Gladys Lehman, 
Robert Rossen, Milton Sperling and 
| John Wexley. 


20th-Fox Prod. Ebbtide 


WB THROWS SWITCH ON | 
8 PIX BY YEAR’S END 


lie b iis Saturday (11), prior to sailing for 
— I : ywood Nov. + A f M Italy, via which he will return to 
1 ; = vieg ee = hes _ on ccounts or ore Cuts England. He declared he hoped to 
a : a rts ~ ges wid arr be back shortly, but it would de- 
ylan oO ow igh yictures into ‘sp } 
e 1 ) ‘mands o i itish 
wmroduction before Jan. 1. ‘The Life Hollywood, Nov. 14. ar totes gary - was t : f 
of Dr. Ehrlich’ is before the cam- The 20th-Fox payroll is due for seca Mer eee - tine : ", i: el ee 
eras in Burbank and riggs Cit another clip this week with depart- Point — ; 
is in the wilderness near Fla taf. ment heads told to prepare for fur- ee who just completed ‘Raf 
Ariz. ther pruning of rosters. By week ra dag ae a ig RE ae 
i ig 8. 5 ~ | fle: Sam Goldy is slat 
‘We Shall Meet Again,” starts next | end only one picture will be in pro- i, : a i a oe A St so a 
Monday (20), to be followed in swift! gyectij , > ‘Little ee Se ee, ee: eee See 
duction on the lot. ‘Little Old New arily shelved 
oar by ‘Villa on the Hill.’ ‘Dis-| ° Pt nin ete | temporarily shelved it, however, un- 
orcer by ua »  '1S- | York’ and ‘Grapes of Wrath’ wind til word of his future plans is re 
raeli, Three pry for the Irish,’ | up by midweek. Oply Jane Withers- waa: wae 
seg eo at ee The Sea | Gene Autry’s ‘Shooting High’ is ” dhiesalsleaiacinaiad 
awk anc orrid Zone . | Scheduled for start next week. 
Columbia starts two pictures this | se : , 
week, beginning tomorrow (Wed.)/. Studio cuts are said to be in keep- Foster Ends at t 20th 
with ‘Double in Diamonds, a Lone | i298 with production demands and 
Wolf episode, and following Friday |T@storations are predicated on _ in- piston 
(17) with ‘Daughters of Today,’| creased activity. ettionid: Nov. 14. 
Slated to roll Nov. 24 is ‘Five Little ——_———_ ——— — Norman Foster wound up his di- 
Peppers Midway rector contract at 20th-Fox and 


‘Unusual’ Sets Stall 
Start of Welles Pic 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Orson Welles’ RKO picture, ‘Heart 
of Darkness,’ originally slated to roll 
| tomorrow (Wed.), was set back to 
| Dec, 11 to allow for construction of 
| unusual sets, 


‘ checked off the lot after completing 
‘Charlie Chan in Panama.’ 

Since jGining the Westwood outfit 
‘in 1937 he had directed nine pic- 
tures. 


heath pany Dieterle 


Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 

William Dieterle, film director, 
defendant in a $10.000 commission 
suit filed by the William Stephens 
agency. 
Agency 


. ' 
1S 


Long Roar for Beery 


of director's 14. 


demands 10% Hollywood, Nov. 


salary for handling ‘Hunchback of| Story is getting a final polishing Wallace Beery signed another | 
Notre Dame,’ under a contract as-|by Welles, who als produces, di- | Metro contract. | 
sertedly signed Nov. 15, 1937. rects and Stars. He's been at the studio 13 years. 


| Author, 
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,Mecing the Public Interest, 


In Warner Bros. Anti-Trust ust Ruling 





Studio Contracts 








ed 


iinet Nov. 14. 

RKO lifted Wendy Barrie's option. 

Dana Burnet inked writer pact at 
20th-Fox. 

Warners handed new 
Wayne Morris, 

Metro contracted Dodie 
writer, 

Warners renewed Julius Epstein’s 
writer pact. 

Marilyn 





ticket to 


Smith, 


Merrick signed player 


| pact at Warners, 


Metro picked up Laraine Day's 


| player option. | 
Richard Rosson drew a new deal 
for 


of location units 


Metro. 
Elizabeth Byrnes, 


contest winner, 


| given contract by 20th-Fox. 


Universal hoisted Anne Gwynne's 
player conan 


Par Buys ‘Kiss Boys’ 


Reportedly to Cash In 


On ‘Gone With the Wind’ 


Paramount is understood to have 
for film rights to the Clare Boothe 
play, ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ last 
season Broadway success now tour- 
ing. 

Studio in buying ‘Boys,’ is figuring 
to cash in on publicity attendant to 
the release of ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
as the plot of ‘Boys’ deals satirically 
with the lengthy search by David O. 
Selznick for a Scarlett O'Hara. Par 
plans to have its film finished by 
March, when ‘Wind’ will be on gen- 
eral release, 


, 


For Mary Martin 
Hollywood, 

Clare Booth’s ‘Kiss the Boys Good- 
bye’ is intended as starrer for Mary 
Martin. Production start awaits the 
player's release from the New York 
stager, ‘Going Places,’ now in rehear- 
sal, 

Paramount world preems Miss 
Martin's picture, ‘The Great Victor 
Herbert,’ at her home town, Wether- 
ford, Texas, 


Nov. 14. 


NINE PIX IN WORK, 


PAIR PREPPING AT M-G 


Hollywood, Nov. 14 
Start of ‘Arouse and Beware,” the 
Wallace Beery starrer, this week 


makes nine pictures in production on 
the Metro lot, with two more due to 
roll in two weeks. 


Before the cameras are ‘New 
Moon,’ ‘Broadway Melody of 1940,’ 
‘Florian,’ ‘Not Too Narrow, Not Too 
Deep, ‘Earl of Chicago, ‘Congo 
Maisie,” ‘Shop Around the Corner’ 
and ‘Young Tom _ Edison.’ Next 
starters are ‘Edison the Man’ and 


‘Go West.’ 


Bromfield’s ‘Here Today’ 
Fetches 756 From 20th 


Hollywood, Noy, 1 
Louis Bromfield sold his new yarn 

‘Here Today, Gone Tomorrow 

20th at a price announced as $7: 5,000. 
currently working the 

is slated for the scripting 


al 
studio, 
job. 


Story of modern New York 
scheduled for the 1940-41 Program. 


is 


Jack Warner Personally 


+ 


Philadelphia, Nov. 14. 
Federal district court Judge Wi}. 
liam H. Kirkpatrick in a memoran- 
dum opinion handed down Wednes- 
day (8) ruled that the motion picture 


industry must be recognized as ‘xf. 
fecting the public interest’ and must 
be dealt with as a public service, 
Judge Kirkpatrick made this impor- 


tant observation in connection with 
his grant made last Monday ‘&) 
against 13 major distributors and 


exhibitors on petition of the Landis 
theatre, Vineland, N. J., restraining 
them from carrying out contracts al- 
, legedly detrimental to the Landis. 
‘It must be recognized that the 
public has a very definite interest in 
the services of recreation, education 





and information which the motion 
picture industry furnishes,’ Judge 
Kirkpatrick said. 


‘I believe that the courts have al- 
ready reached the point of view that 
a situation such as is presented by 
the facts of this case, cannot be dealt 
with as though it were a matter of 
licensing retailers to sell a patented 
article, or of the restriction of the 
field of selling agents by manufae- 
turers of automobiles. 

Judge Kirkpatrick based his in- 
junction on the grounds that the con- 
tract between the distributors and 


‘paid approximately $75,000 last week Warner Bros. chain, which operates 


two theatres in Vineland in competi- 
tion with the Landis, was a violation 
of the Clayton and Sherman Anti- 
Trust acts. The defendants put up 
bonds totaling $10,000 pending the 
outcome of appeals to the U. S. Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals scheduled to 
be argued within the next few 
weeks. 

Judge Kirkpatrick denied the ar- 
gument offered by the defendants 
that the monopoly in Vineland was 
necessary for the protection of War- 
ners’ business in that town. 

‘The defendants’ principal argu- 
ments all come down to this proposi- 
tion,’ the court said. 

Room for Two Deluxers 


‘Of course if I thought that the 
rights granted by the distributors 
were necessary to that end, I should 
not enter this decree. But it seems 
perfectly plain that there is reom 
for two first class theatres in Vine- 
land, A fair division of first run fea- 
ture pictures will naturally affect 
Warners’ earnings, but it will take 
away its virtual monopoly and place 
it upon a competitive basis. But 
there is nothing in this record to in- 
dicate that it necessary for the 
protection of Warners’ rights and its 
business under them that the present 
monopoly should be continued, to the 


1S 


destruction of the competitor's busi- 
ness and against what is clearly the 
public interest, 

‘The motive professed by the de- 
fendants to favor an old customer as 


against a new one is merely a state- 
ment of a business policy which may 


be sound enough but which cannot 
be carried beyond the limit set by 
the law. If it were a defense there 


would be very few decrees entered 


| under the Anti-Trust Laws.’ 

The defendants in the case filed 
two months ago by the Landis The- 
atre Corp. are: Warner Bros. Pic- 
tures, Inc.; Warner Bros. Circuit 
Management; Warner Bros. Theatres 
of New Jersey; Warner Bros. The- 
atres, Inc., Delaware; Vitagraph, 
Inc.; Paramount, RKO-Radio, Loe) 
20th Century-Fox, Columbia, Univer- 


Sal 


and United Artists Corp. 


DWAN DRAWS CALL 
ON SHIRLEY’S ‘JANE’ 





Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Allan Dwan gets the directorial 

job on ‘Lady Jane,’ next Shirley 

Temple starrer at 20th-Fox. Shoot- 
ing starts early in January. 

Moppet star has gone to Palm 


Signs Michael Harvey Springs for a vacation after making 


Michael Harvey, Broadway plaver, | 
who has been inked by Warner Bros. 
to a standard six-month option stock 
termer, Jeaves for 
(Wednesday ). 


the Coast today | 
He was ordered signed | 


by Jack Warner during his recent | 


visit here. Warner saw Harvey as 


/a juve in ‘Man Who Came to Dinner.’ 


Lawrence Tibbett, Jr., since has 


| taken over his part in the show. 


Harvey had a minor role in 
ican Way’ last 
stock during the 


‘Amer- 


Season ana W 


fummer. 


“a 


1) 


| 


‘The Blue Bird’ 
direction. 


under Walter Langs 


His Favorite Author 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Edward Small bought the screen 


rights to another Alexandre Duras 


novel, ‘Corsican Brothers, to be 
‘filmed in the spring for United Art- 
isis release. 

300k goes into the scripting mal! 


| 
| 


’ 
this 


week. 
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JATSE Mass-Picketing of Fox, St.L. 
F&M Exec Testifies 


Hurt Biz 25%, 


St. Louis, Nov. 14. | 

Biz at the 5,000-seater Fox has 
dipped 25% since Oct. 25 when mem- 
bers of IATSE, Local No. 143, be- 
gan mass-picketing at this house and 
at six nabes of the St. Louis Amuse- 
ment Co, chain, Chauncey B. Nel- 
son, personnel director of Fanchon 
& Marco, testified at the suit to en- 
join the pickets and 37 members of 
the local before Circuit Judge Julius 
R. Nolte, in Clayton, St. Louis 
County. Because the Shady Oak, 
one of the houses picketed is located | 
in the county, and most of the de- 
alleged to live there, 





fendants are é 
the action was filed in St. Louis 
County. The plaintiffs are the 


Amusement Co., Fanchon & Marco 
Service Corp. and the Eden Theatre 
Co., holding organization. 
Continuing his testimony Nelson | 
said picketing began when a break- 
down occurred in huddles for a new 
contract between the company and | 
the local, the old pact having ex- 
pired Sept. 1. Nelson stated the | 
company insisted that it be granted 
two privileges: (1) The right to se- 
lect its own employees from panels | 
©! prospective employees submitted | 
by the union, and (2) the right to 
transfer employees without reducing | 
their salaries ‘in the interest of har- | 
mony and efficiency.’ 
The local, Nelson asserted, refused 
and when the Pageant reopened after | 
a facelifting some operators were 
from other theatres by 
Then, according to the 





transferred 
the c 
witne 


ymnpany. 

, the local demanded 
erators who consented to the trans- 
fer be sent to union offices for dis- 
action and, when the com- 


+ 


tnat 


ODp- 


ciplinary 


pany refused, the picket lines were 
established at the eight houses 
Discussing the loss of biz Nelson 
said the weekly nut at the Fox is 
$9,000 when only pics are on the 
menu, and it tilts to $15.000 when 
stage shows are added. Nelson al- 
leged the pickets at the Fox made 


derogatory remarks about the F&M 
Company, and told patrons that John 
P. Nick, ousted head of Local No. 
143, and- Harry C. Arthur, general 
manager of F&M’s_ interests 
were ‘St. Louis’ No. 1 rackelteers. 
‘Entertain’ the Pickets 
On cross-examination Nelson 
mitted that loudspeakers had 
instailed under the marquee 
Fox and that ‘The Umbrella 
and ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ 
of the tunes broadcast from ins 
the theatre. Between musical se- 
lections Nelson admitted he 
talks explaining the company’s po- 
sition. He also said that chorus girls 
sent with sandwiches and cof- 
fee to ‘entertain’ the pickets. When 
asked if F&M had not refused the 
union permission to discipline its 
members, Nelson replied, ‘We wanted 
to protect the men working for us. 
We knew of the bitter faction fight in 
the union and wanted to avoid 
Sisting one side or the other.’ 
Mrs. Fanchon Simon and Marco 
Wolff, Los Angeles, heads of F&M, 
testified they had never authorized 
Arthur to enter into p: 
tracts with projectionists who were 
henchmen of Nick. Both said they 
had met Nick several times but de- 


here, 


ad- 
been 
of the 
Man’ 
were some 


’ 
de of 


were 


Ss 
aa- 


vate con- 


nied being personally acquainted 
With him. Mrs. Simon and Wolff 
testified they operated theatres in 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, New 


York and Worcester, Mass., in ad- 
dition to those here, and employed 
union men exclusively in all of the 
houses, 


made | 





Perfect Setup 





Pittsburgh, Nov. 14. 

Maybe coming events are cast- 
ing their shadows. Anyway— 
Sally Cairns, a junior in the Du- 
quesne U. drama school, was the 
Pittsburgh winner a few weeks 
ago in Jesse L. Lasky’s Gateway 
to Hollywood auditions and early 
next month leaves for Holly- 
wood to appear on the Lasky 
radio show and also to compete 
for an RKO screen contract, 

This week, she’s appearing in 
the Duquesne production of 
‘Stage Door’—playing the role of 
Jean Maitland, a girl who goes 
to Hollywood and becomes a big 
star. 








20th Buys Indie 
Filmfor Remake; 
Hires Whole Sta 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
‘The Great Commandment,’ 
cently made by Cathedral Films for 
$130,000, was sold outright to 20th- 
Fox for $200,000. Idea is to ‘shelve 
the picture and remake it as an elab- 


> la 
orate religious spectacle. 


Dana Burnet, screen writer; and 
Irving Pichel, director. In addition, 
the four move into the 20th-Fox stu- 
dio to work on the remake. 3urnet 
and Pichel term contracts as 
writer and director, and Friedrich 
and Coyle inked one-picture pacts. 


signed 


STUDIO P.A.’S STRIKE 
TALK; ULTIMATUM WED. 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Screen Publicists’ Guild may take 
a strike vote if its contract, ratified 
by all majors, except Columbia, isn't 
put into effect. Ultimatum gives 
producers until tomorrow (Wed.) to 


|! answer SPG’s demands 


Managers of the Pageant. Shady 


Oak, Shaw, Lafayette, Maffitt and 


Granada, which are being picketed, | 


testified that prospective patrons 
had been urged by the pickets not 
to patronize the theatres. The trial 
1S expected to last several more 
days. 


Lloyd Readies at RKO 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Harold Lloyd starts shooting his 
first production at RKO shortly 
after Jan. 1. Story has been selected 
but is still untitled. 
Producer is angling for a name 
Player for top femme role. 








| Christopher, was a tot. 


-_, 
> 





re- } 


rofiting by the deal were Rev. 

» . 
| Jame K. Friedrich, organizer of 
Cathedral; Jack Coyle, producer; | 


|charge of 


Negotiating committee was _ in- 
structed to bargain with the L. A. | 
Newspaper Guild as a wedge for} 
affiliation with a national labor or- | 


ganization. 


Franciska Gaal Tops 
‘The Woman Brown’ 
Franciska Gaal 


for the femme lead in 
Brown,’ which Margaret 


been engage | 
‘The Woman 
Hewes will 


has 


present with Warne backing 
Viennese actress, who appeared 

films over here, will be co-featured 
with Colin Keith-Johnson. Helen 
Claire had been considered for the 
part Frederic Worlock, who was 
reported having one of the leads, out 
of cast because of film commitments 


Percy Woram was engaged instead. 


Play is now in rehearsal. 


Milne Poems for Disney? 


—_—_—_. 


Series of poems written by author 
and playwright A. A. Milne for his 
son are being mulled by Walt Disney 
for a series of cartoon shorts. 

They feature the character “Teddy 
Bear,’ authored when Milne’s 
He is 


son, 
now 
in the British Army. 


et 


Litvak’s Hilltop House 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 


Warners assigned Anatole Litvak 


to direct the Somerset Maugham 
story, ‘Villa on the Hill.’ 
Shooting starts in three weeks. 


| the films’ 


}own and the throats of 


XTENDING FILM RUNS 


ann 











| 
| 


LOEW'S TRIES IT; 
TANUGK WANTS IT 


Theatres and Distribs Ex-' 
perimenting With Longer 
Runs—20th’s Beef on ‘Mo-| 
hawk’—Philly Allied’s 
Skepticism 


eee 


OTHER PRODUCT DEALS 





Lending every cooperation in get- | 
ting the maximum out of the pic- 
tures it plays, including not only its 
own, but that of other distributors, 
the Loew circuit is giving full weeks 
in split-week houses to films which 
it believes can go the distance. This 
policy is being pursued in the larger 
houses and, in the Greater New York 
zone where it has second as well as 
third-run theatres, it is allocating the 
full weeks to the ‘A’ houses, 

Currently, Loew houses of the 
nore important caliber that usually 
play duals on splits are giving ‘The 
Women’ a full seven days. In ahead 
of that picture on the circuit, a com- 
plete week was given United Art- 
ists’ ‘The Real Glory.’ ‘Babes in 
Arms’ is a virtual certainty for sim- 
ilar dating. Having the Par product, | 
Loew’s may also give ‘Rulers of the 
Sea’ extended time. 


Zanuck Scores Si Fabian 
For Curtailing Pic’s Run 
Attack on Si yf the 

eastern theatre ing his 


name, is contained in an open lette: 
from Darryl 


Fabian, chief 
circuit bear 


F. Zanuck, vp. in 
production at 20th-Fox, 
who charges Fabian with ‘slitting his 
other exhib- | 
itors’ by pulling ‘Drums Along the 
Mohawk’ out of the circ! Proc- | 
tor’s, Schenectady, after six days, de- 
spite the fact it had grossed more 
than ‘Alexanders’ Ragtime Band’ in 
seven days. 


rit’ 
its 


Asking greater cooperation In the 
bitter letter, Zanuck declared: ‘It has 
just been called to my attention that | 
you grossed $6,812 at your Proctor’s 
and that you pulled the picture after 
the sixth day despite fact that | 
‘Drums’ in six days more 
than ‘Hollywood Cavalcade,” ‘Stanley 
and Livingstone,’ ‘The Rains Came’ 
and even more than ‘Alexander's 
Ragtime Band,’ which was the big- 
gest grossing picture of last year 
from any company. More remarkable 
is the fact that ‘Drums’ grosscd more 
in six days than ‘Alexander’ grossed 
in seven days. 

‘It is incredible to think that any 
exhibitor could possibly be so short- 
sighted as to pull out a big picture 
when it is still making excellent 
money, thereby depriving his 
theatre of additional 
consequently cutting the fair ret 


the 


Pros ed 


own 


ind 


revenue 


»f Hollywood. 

‘If ‘Drums’ had shown a tendency 
to peter out iuring t ! there 
might have been yme s 
cation, but the fact rema that the 
six-day run did much more busine 
than did the seven-dav run of ‘Alex- 
ander,’ a picture that grossed over 
$3.000,000 in America alone 

‘Mr. Fabian, do you realize that 
at the studio co yperated With 4 I 


at your theatre in 


personalities for your 


opening 


sending your 


| opening day engagement? 


‘Do you realize there is a war in 
Europe and that we, the producers 
and distributors, face a tremendous 
loss in revenue? 


33° Foreign Loss 
‘Do you realize that already be- 
cause of currency deflation and 


frozen currency in the foreign mar- 


ket, we have lost in Europe almost 
one-third of our year’s gross and 
that there is no indication of what 


may come along these lines with each 


day some new government placing 
financial restrictions on us_ and 
forcing us to realize more and more 


ithat we must depend only on 
America for our revenue? 

‘Do you realize, Mr. Fabian, that 
the cost of producing moving pic- 


(Continued on page 22 


| with 


{Actors & Artists 


everal Film Cos. Nix New Pact 


With Dramatists 


Guild; Metro, Par 


Wanted Right to Cancel Backing 





Silverstone’s Curtsy 


—_—____— 


Murray Silverstone, at 
terday’s (Tuesday) annual board 
and stockholders meeting in New 
York, lauded the major circuits 


ves- 


for making possible UA's in- 
creased gross sales which, thus 
far, are $7, 00,000 ahead of last 


year, at this same period. 

This is all domestic business, 
and Silverstone curtseyed the 
major chains for ‘unusual co- 
operation’ on bookings, etc. 


Thanksgiving 
Dual Figured 
To Hypo B.0. 


Setting of Thanksgiving Day on 
Nov. 23 by Presidential proclamation, 
about half of the states ob- 
serving the holiday a week ahead of 
custom, creates a somewhat unusual 
situation but is expected to redound 
to the benefit of theatres in more 
than a normal way and will relieve 
exchanges of a part of the customary 
burden in the handling of prints. 











In a couple states such as Colorado 
that are planning to observe Roose- 


velt’s Thanksgiving on Nov. 23 as 
well as the time-honored Thanks- 
giving a week later, the exhibitor 
will get a double crack at holiday 
business. This will also hold true 
for the theatre that is near to a 
border and draws from two state 


if they observe different dates. In 
theatre operating circles where these 
benefits are weighed, together with 
the greater likelihood of availability 


|on prints, the two Thanksgivings are 


considered highly advantageous. 

Only hitch can 
change does not have a big 
ready for Nov. 23 but will 
for Nov. 30. On the other hand, if 
holiday product is available fo 


booking Nov. 23, the burden i 


come if an ex- 


pictu 


have it 


lightened on prints, with the ex- 
hibitor using a picture for Roose- 
velt’s Thanksgiving getting it back in 
{time for the account that’s in a 
| state where it’s done as the Pil- 


grims worked it out 


Matter is simplified for the chain 
that blankets more than one state, in 
the event the territory is split on 
the Thanksgivings. The routing of 


film from one state to the other in 


accordance with the week turkey i 
the diet eases the burdea for such 
an operator. Some 22 states sre ob- 
erving gobbler-day Nov. 23, the bal- 
ance Nov. 30 


Morgan, Thomson Plane 
East on 4 A’s Matters 


Ralph Morgan, president of the 
Screen Actors Guild, and Kenneth 
Thomson, executive-secretary are 
due in New York today (Wednesday) 
by plane from the Coast. They'll 
attend a meeting of the Associated 
of America, inter- 
national board this afternoon. Lau- 
rence Beilenson, SAG attorney, had 
planned to accompany Morgan and 
Thomson, but he’ll probably arrive in 
in a few days. 

Four A’s session today is expected 
to be a lively one, as there’s been 
some friction between the and 
Coast factions of the organizations, 
and Thomson will probably try to 
smooth out differences. Question of 
working out a practical plan for ‘one 
big union’ is slated to be worked out 
during the SAG delegatior presence 
n New York, 


east 


+ nie 


| After many months of negotiations, 
| the amended basic pact of the Dram- 
| atists’ Guild, which was expected 
| to bring back Hollywood money to 
| legit production, is tersely declared 
| to be unsatisfactory to several of the 
major film companies. Latter say 
the deal is cold as far as they are 
concerned. It appears, however, that 
the gentlemen's agreement between 
| the major picture firms not to par- 
| ticipate in legit backing has quitely 
| been dropped. 
| Dissatisfaction of the film end fol- 
| lowed the ratification of the plan, 
|; which picture execs claim was 
| changed without conference with the 
| film people, by the Guild at a gen- 
}eral meeting recently. Legit show- 
|; men who suggested the changes have 
| expressed no opinion, although their 
| position is just as vital as the authors. 

Film execs who are disappointed 

| over the pact say they may back 
some shows if exceptional scripts are 
uncovered, otherwise they will go 
along much the same as when the 
breach came about three seasons ago. 
| This, however, does not go for all 
the picture people. Warners office, 
though equivocating, is generally 
known to be backing George Abbott 
productions and, in addition, is 
financing ‘The Woman Brown.’ 

So far as some of the picture 
firms are concerned, the attitude is 
that the failure to negotiate in full 
accord is, after all, not as important 
as first believed. They say that most 
name dramatists are in tieups of such 
a nature that Hollywood financing is 


not to be considered necessary for 
their scripts to reach proper pro- 
duction. In this classification are the 


Playwrights, who are in the position 
of attracting whatever capital needed. 
Also George S. Kaufman and Moss 
Hart, who are operating successfully 
under an arrangement with Sam H. 
Harris. Such authors and some 
thers generally are in on the man- 
agerial end. 

It would seem, therefore, that pic- 
ture backing will not materially in- 
(Continued on page 22) 

| 


- §.A.G. TO FIGURE IN 


CENTRAL CASTING 


Hollywood, Nov. 14 
Screen Actors’ Guild is expected 
to figure more importantly in opera- 


tion of Central Casting under a re- 
organization to be discussed this 
week by company exec 

Among proposed change is sta- 


tioning of an S.A.G. rep at Central 
to check all job calls, with a view 
to curbing favoritism and reclassifi- 
cation of day workers 


Reis Learns Directing 
On Own Time at Par 


Hollywood, Nov. 14 


Irving Reis, writer, i ) ipped 
up in the idea of becoming a film 
director that he has taken a 10-wee!] 
leave of absence from his scripting 


chore: to study  picture-making 
methods on his own time. Paramount 
fetched Reis from New York two 
years ago when he was doing a 
radio writer-director job for the Co- 
lumbia Workshop. 

Currently he is working with di- 


rector Mark Sandrich on ‘Buck 
Benny Rides Again.’ After that he 
will study camera work, sound and 
editing under various other Para- 


; mount directors. 


Gloria Stuart, Sheekman 
Back From Globe Tro 


Gloria Stuart, with her writer-hus- 
band, Arthur Sheekman 


five months’ world tour, is sticking 
around Broadway on the lookout for 
a legit 

Pictures actress prefe: » do a 
la vefore ret I ; » Holl j 
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Col Tim McCoy's $37,000 Award: 
Other Pix Suits In N.Y., L.A. and D.C. 


_ §’Renco’s Bad Spill 
rick, Thursday (9), awarded $37,000, cabana 


including $5,000 interest, to Col. | St. Louis, Nov. 14. 
Tim MeCoy in his suit against Wil-| Ruby S'Renco, 49, owner of the) 
liam Pizor, president of Imperial) S’Renco Screening Room and the Art| 
Pictures, Inc., for breach of con-| theatre, is in a serious condition at) 
tract. Trial lasted three days. | St. Francis hospital, Colorado Springs, 


McCoy claimed he was engaged by as result of an automobile accident 
last week. S’Renco and his son-in- 


Pizor Feb, 4, 1936, to make 8 west- 
erns at $4,000 apiece. The pictures/law, Joe Katz, on their way to a 
hunting expeditior in Wyoming, 


never went into production, and | | 
McCoy claims he lost other employ- | were between Glenwood Springs and 
|Colorado Springs when the car, 


ment he could have secured in the | 
interim. | driven by S'Renco, skidded on 4a 


Pizor’s defense was that the con-| gravel road, rolled down an em- 


| 








A jury in N. Y. supreme court 





Jello On Horseback 


-——--—-— 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

When Buck Benny rides for 
Paramount he'll have most of the 
Jello air gang in the saddle with 
him. 

Studio has signed Phil Har- 
ris, Eddie (Rochester) Ander- 
zon, Andy Devine, Dennis Day 
and Don Wilson for the picture. 








MOS,, $2,840,000. 
AHEAD OF 38 





tract was a corporate one, and that| bankment and turned over several 
Imperial, and not he, was responsi- | times. _ | 
bie, personally. Katz was uninjured but S’Renco | 

‘Second Fiddle’ Suit | suffered a fractured vertebrae and 


Lola Harris filed a N. Y. supreme| severe cuts and _ bruises. Mrs. | 
court action Wed. (8) against 20th-| S’Renco is at her husband's bed-| 
Fox seeking $100,000 damages for al- | side. 





‘Winning Ways,’ in ‘Second Fiddie.’ | ; 
It is asserted that the plaintiff, in | 
conjunction with Jack Filman, wrote | | 
the yarn in 1938, and that the latter 
The script was submitted to Fox for STOCK DEALS. 
consideration and never returned. 
that it was being considered as a 
vehicle for Miss Henie. Washington, Nov. 14. | 
‘Second Fiddle,’ asserts the plaintiff, | | 
lifted sequences from her book. | several film companies during Sep- | 
tember is shown in most recent Se- | 
Supreme court Justice Isidor Was- | curities 
servogel ordered Walter Wanger | statements on ground-floor transac- | 
for costs, in connection with Wan- Biggest operation was in Pathe | 
ger’s $1,000,000 libel action against | Film common. Allan P. Kirby, of | 
Ed Sullivan, The N. ¥. News de- | yoiding Co. B, in which he has a| 
clares, in its petition, that if it won, stake, picked up 3,014 shares in three 


leged plagiarism of her scenario, 
assigned all rights to Miss Harris. 
From time to time it was reported | 
The film, 
Small-lot trading by 
Wanger’s $250 Bond | 
& Exchange Commission | 
Productions, Inc., to post a $250 bond | tions, 
the News Syndicate Co., Inc. and Jersey City, director, reported that | 
there was nothing to prevent the| patches. Biggest buy was 2,614 on | 


plaintiff, Wanger, from not paying sept, 27. Via a trust he also has | 
costs, as he was not suing ‘as a poor | 2, interest in 600 shares. Kenneth 


person.’ 
Suit claims libel] in the May 21, 
1939, issue of the Sunday News. 


M. Downs, N. Y. City, disclaiming 

he is the beneficial owner, reported | 

| peddling 300 shares of Pathe com- 
| mon, 

Small Sued On Yarn | More purchases of 20th Century- | 

Los Angeles, Nov. 14. | fox common by Joseph M. Schenck, | 

Suit for $20,000 was filed by Motion | ,oarq chairman, were revealed. In| 
Picture Guild, Inc., against Edward | two jots, he added 1,100 shares, mak- 
Small Productions, charging that | ing the total in which he is con- 
amount is due on the purchase Of| .erned 110,043. Also accounts for | 
‘School for Barbarians,’ written by | 1g 984 shares of the company’s $1.50 
Erika Mann. : | preferred paper. 

Plaintiff claims Small paid only; hree directors of Universal Corp. 
$5,000 on the original purchase price | reported acquisition of voting trust | 
of $25,000. : _ | certificates for common issued by the 

RKO won a technical point in| parent of the producing company. | 
Edna M. Joslyn’s $500,000 plagiarism | Nathan J. Blumberg, of New York: 
suit when Judge Charles Beardsley | nicked up 200, making his total | 
ordered certain allegations stricken | 3 999. William Freiday, of New 
from the complaint. Case comes t0| york, grabbed 100, giving him 1,300 
trial in 15 days. : . | plus 1,500 in the hands of a hold- 

Plaintiff charges the studio’s pic-| ing company; and Charles D. Prutz- | 
ture, ‘Carefree,’ was taken from her man, of New York, added 200, rais- 
story, ‘Hypnotized.’ ing him to 700. At the same time 

Fanny Hurst's Beet Prutzman reported acquiring 10) 

Learned here that Fanny Hurst has more shares of Universal Pictures 
filed damage suit in New York first preferred, doubling his former | 
against Warner Bros. for $500,000 in | take. 
connection with the use of her char- | George W. Weeks, New York, re- 
acters in ‘Four Daughters’ sequels. | ported “the sale of 800 shares of 

Issue is whether the sale of story | wonogram common, halving his for- | 
includes the perpetual use of char- | ,o6, interest, although he still has a 


acters. - | finger in 800 shares in the name of 
Breach of contract is charged by 


| 
| 





: : Monogram Pictures, Inc., and the 
Hagenbeck- Wallace Shows Co. in a intermediary’s 7,141 options. 
$15,475 damage suit against Fanchon | Purchase of 10 more shares of | 


& Marco, 

Circus charges F&M contracted to 
take the show on tour and then re- 
neged. 


Keith - Albee - Orpheum convertible 
preferred by H. D. Best McCaffrey 
Co. was reported by John J, McCaf- 
frey, New York, who now has an 
interest in 70 shares. 

Loew’s, Ine. long campaign to buy 
up paper of Loew’s Boston Theatres 
added 85 shares to the poke, raising 
it to 99,945. 

Jack Cohn unloaded 10 voting 
trust certificates for Columbia Pic- 
tures common, cutting his proxies 
to 31,621, He owns outright 555 
shares. 





‘Road to Glory’ Suit 
Washington, Nov. 14. 

Plagiarism suit of the $1,000,000 
Gamages against 20th Century-Fox 
went on trial here last week with 
Robert Sheets, a U. S. Army private, 
alleging theft of his imagination in 
‘Road to Glory.’ Case is expected to 
be on for a couple of weeks before 
Federal District Judge James W. 
Morris. 

The 23-year-old aviator, stationed 
at March Field, Calif., claimed he 
turned out a manuscript in 1934 and | 
1935 which was rejected by the stu- | 
dio and bore similarities ‘too nu- 
merous to mention’ to the picture The Julius Joelson circuit in 
subsequently released by 20th-Fox. Massachusetts has been acquired by 
Attorneys for the company conceded | Paramount under a deal closed dur- | 
the parallels, arguing that Sheets | ing the past week following two | 
must have either seen the shooting months of negotiation. Joelson, who 
script or waited until the film was formerly had theatres in the New| 
finished in order to turn out his! York area that were taken over by | 


JOELSON’S 7 HOUSES 
IN MASS. GO TO PAR 





brain-child. William Fox, is retiring from the, 
Besides $1,000,000 in damages, | picture business. His seven houses | 


Sheets asked for all the profits, con- | went under Par control Saturday | 
tending the film is based on his ‘au- | night (11) as part of the Mullin & 


thorship, genius, intellect, ideas, | Pinanski chain in New England. 
thought, invention, work, skill, pro-! Circuit includes two theatres in 
ductivity and imagination, and Taunton, three in Somerville, and 


unique originality, novelty and ex- | one each in Falmouth and Arlington. 
cellence unlike anything known to | Paramount is in Somerville and close 
have been produced or composed /to Arlington and Taunton but does 
before.’ not have a house there, 


| Durbin 


Paramount earnings for the first 
three quarters ending Sept. 30 last 
totaled $2,840,000 as compared with 
$1,876,469 for the same three quar- 
ters last year. This is equivalent to 
79c. per common share as avainst 
40c. in the same period of 1938, after 
deducting dividends accrued on both 
preferred shares in both cases. 

Results of all foreign subsidiary 
company operations were included at 
the current rates of exchange, which 
cut in more than generally expected. 
Also the third quarter this year did 
not have the advantage of profit 
from purchase of debentures which 


1938. 

Third quarter earnings came to 
$710,000 as against $650,658 in the 
third quarter last year. Of this 
amount in 1938, the company in- 
cluded $233,000 profit made on the 
purchase of debentures of Paramount 
Pictures, Inc. . 

In handling foreign subsidiary 
business, Par report stated that in 
the case of English 


PAR’S FIRST NINE 


insiders in were shown in the third quarter of | 





subsidiaries having outstanding debt | 


currencies in 
current assets 


payable in local 
cess of the net 


such subsids, the provision for the | 


decline 
current assets of these companies 
has been offset against the amount 
of outstanding debt payable. 
Pathe’s $192,062 Net 
Pathe Film Corp. and subsidiary 
companies reported a net profit of 
$192,002 for the first nine months 
this year as compared with $21,613 
in the same period of 1938. Com- 
pany reported a $37,918 loss from 
operations, but climbed into the net 


in dollar value of the net} 


: | feller and Morgan co-signing my note 
and Canadian | i ct : 


ex- | 
of | 


Alphabetical Pix, B’s and (’s, Give 
Lefty the D.T.’s After He Gloms BO. 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





New York, Novy, 14 
Dear Vic: 

Just received your letter with statement enclosed for last week's bust. 
ness. According to the low gross I think Congress would do better Dilte 
ting an embargo on alphabetical films coming out of Holly wood—those B 
and C’s especially. Anyway I'm giad to see that you do not blame bad 
business in Coolacres on Hitler and Chamberlain. 

Maybe a couple of good pictures could even stop this trouble in Europe 
One thing I’ve found out is that all this war talk has made generals and 
statesmen out of a lot of actors. They all seem to know what it’s all about 
and how to fix it all up, and yet not one of ‘em knows how to bring Vaude. 
ville back. 

Show business now is as screwy as the world is. Legit actors are making 
their living in radio, and radio actors are going into pictures, Picture 
actors are making personal appearances, and vaudeville actors are working 
in cafes. There's still an undercurrent rumor that there’s gonna be 30 
weeks of vaudeville this season. If vaudeville could only get out from 
that undercurrent it may float into a couple of real weeks where acts wil] 
be on the stage and bands will play in the pit; not bands on the stage and 
actors in the pit the way it is now. 

Well, things are picking up in New York. Everybody sez that the coun. 
try is prosperous, all except the pockets. Plenty of out-of-towners. You 
can see ’em around the Wilson sign and the Times Bldg. electric news 
bulletin, in droves. They're both free. The round-haircut guys are not 
much for other night life, like cafes. In fact when a bartender sees one of 
‘em coming he looks at him like he would on an unwanted relative, which 
is the worst look anybody can get. 

Speakin’ about relatives, my brother-in-law, Abner, has had a lot of 
trouble picking the right horses, so now he claims that the climate here jn 
New York is too damp for his watch. He found a kind-hearted guy on 
Eighth avenue who hired him some money on it, and will keep it for him 
in a nice dry place. Meanwhile Abner is guessing at the time; he sez it 
saves wear and tear on his waich. 

Well, Big-Hearted Flint, my banker from Coolacres, arrived the other 
day to see the World’s Fair. Up to now he’s only got as far as my pal 
Izzy Herk’s Gaiety where he runs a swe!l girlie show and where the gals 
are as naked as a peke’s nose. Flint met one of the cnorus girls and ig 
falling for her like a tree for a woodchopper. She isn't a bad lookin’ dame 
if you give her a quick look with closed eyes. They're both so homely 
that when people see 'em on the street they think they’re makin’ a comedy 
picture. She has the old bird lookin’ in jewelry store windows, and you 
know a dame like that can talk rings around a jewelry store, if you get 
what I mean. I'll bet she gets more out of him than I could with Rockes 
I kinda warned him to be careful, 
but he sez he’s been everywhere and Aggie sez he should have stayed 
there. I asked him what the idea was chasing dames at his age, and he 
sed, ‘It’s good for my rheumatiz.’ Anyway, I think he’s gonna stay for 4 
while because he brought two shirts with him. 

It is getting pretty cool here now and Aggie has been kinda hintin’ 
around for a fur coat. She said, ‘I want a fur coat,’ so we've been gonna 
around pricing ‘em and they're pretty expensive. Well, I guess furs cost 


more these days because it’s costing the animals more to live, Best to Fle 
|} and yourself from Aggie and me, sez 
Your pal, 
Lefty. 


profit class because of other income. | 


Largest item of additional income 
came from dividends received from 
DuPont Film Mfg. Corp. Pathe got 
$245,056 from this corporation be- 
cause holding 35% of the common 
shares. Miscellaneous income, in- 
terest and discount earned produced 
$1,445 additional. 


Pathe noted that 


DuPont Film| 


Mfg. had a net profit of $1,244,000 | 


for the first nine months this year as 


|; compared with $929,000 in the cor- 


responding period of 1938. It also 
pointed out that the portion of earn- 
ings accruing to Pathe amounted to 


| 


| 


$435,000 this year so far as against | 


$325,000 last year. It also 


was | 
_ shown that $190,000 of these earnings 
| were undistributed this year and 


$220,000 in 1938, the amounts not be- | 


ing reflected in the income account 
given for Pathe for the first three 
quarters. 

Great improvement in DuPont 


Film earnings was ncted in the third | 


quarter, being $417,817 this year as 


against $290,425 for the correspond- | 


ing period of 1938. 
Cen. Films Meets Next Wed. 
Consolidated Films directors are 
due to meet today (15) on pre- 
ferred dividend, with usual 25¢ quar- 
terly distribution held likely. 


ters this year. 


year or slightly above the last quar- 
ter of 1938. Consolidated is ex- 
pected to show about $1.65 on the 
preferred shares this year, or about 
the same as in 1938. 





Cummings Back at U 
For ‘Date’ With Durbin 


Hollywood Nov. 14. 
For the second time Robert Cum- 
mings moves in as male lead oppo- 
site Deanna Durbin. New picture is 
‘It’s a Date.’ 
Cummings comes back to Univer- 


That | 
|is the amount paid in previous quar- 
Company's present | 
|€arings are at the rate of 2lc on the | 
| preferred in this final quarter of the 





sal after a loanout for the Sonja | 


Henie picture at 20th-Fox. 
picture was 


Girls Grow Up.’ 


His first 
‘Three Smart 


P. S.—Gus Kleinecke from Tucson, Ariz., sez, ‘The psalm of life is Chill, 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


—_~ 


Warner Bros. has made a claim on 20th-Fox because of Al Jolson’s ‘Jazz 
Singer’ excerpt in ‘Hollywood Cavalcade.’ Admitting that Jolson made a 
1939 re-recording of ‘Kol Nidre,’ the Hebrew hymn, WB objects to the 
cinematurgical action in ‘Cavalcade’ which shows the marquee reading 
‘First National presents,’ etc., the squawk being that 20th-Fox was capie 
talizing on a property value created by Warners. For other trade usages, 
where a technical question of capitalizing on a previously exploited trade 
value existed, 20th cleared rights, such with Mack Sennett for the 
Keystone Cops, etc. 

A sidelight on the legal claim made in the east is Darry] Zanuck’s pers 
sonal peeve because Harry M. Warner allegedly complimented him, follow- 
ing the Hollywood preview, and supposedly stated that ‘it was all right 
with me.’ 


as 


Old explanatory prolog, common in the silent days, is being revived in 
Hollywood to save footage in setting the mood for features. Warners used 
the ancient method in ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy,’ and other studios have 
adopted it. Among the pictures utilizing it are “The Real Glory,’ ‘Bad 
Little Angel,’ ‘Thunder Afloat,’ ‘The Roaring Twenties’ and ‘Allegheny 
Uprising.’ 

Vox popper to one of the Denver sheets wonders why producers don't 
add sound to the cast, as shown at the start or close of films. Says it 
would help those in the hinterland to know how to pronounce some of the 
names, and would help conversation about the films and stars. 

Detailed analysis of admissions tax figures, showing where the biggest 
amusement trade was during the Jast fiscal year, won’t be out until Jan- 
uary because of New Deal penny-pinching. To save $700 in printing 
expense, the Internal Revenue Bureau has cut out its annual preliminary 
breakdown of Federal revenues, ordinarily published during September. 
Only the major totals—income, payroll and miscellaneous yields—wer 
put out this time, but Commissioner Helvering’s annual report will tell the 
complete story. 


What the South American film business needs is a constant flow of per 
sonal appearances by Hollywood stars, take it from John Alton, who re 
cently returned from Buenos Aires after seven years as chief cameraman 
for Argentina Sono Film. Friendship between North and South America 
was hopped up by the visits of Clark Gable and Tyrone Power, Alton 
declared, and similar ambassadors of Pan-American fraternity would be 
welcomed, not only by the exhibitors but by the film fans, particular!y 
since European imports have been curtailed by the war. 


‘A People Eternal,’ being released ir. the U. S., is actually ‘The Wandering 
Jew,” made in England in 1923 as a silent and again in England, as a talker 
in 1935. Latter has been edited by Henry Lynn, with Yiddish dialoé 
dubbed in. Conrad Veidt and Peggy Ashcroft have the lead roles and are 
heard speaking in Yiddish. 

Editing has changéd the story somewhat to conform to secular standards 
The original showed the lead character embracing Christianity. 

Metro bought screen rights to ‘Nick Carter’ with the idea of filming half 
a dozen pictures on the exploits of the fabled detective. Now the studio 
has more story material than any other film outfit ever owned. It amounts 
to 1,261 yarns, dating back to 1891. 
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Indirect Film Commercials Always 
Hypo Sales, a Hooper Report Avers 





Advertising in pictures, 


long 


frowned on by the Hays office, has | 


bobbed up again, this time with ref- | 


erence to liquors displayed or al- 
luded to in films. An analysis of 
how intoxicants and feature pictures 
mix has been compiled by C. Nelson 
Schrader, who headquarters with | 
Cc. E. Hooper, Inc. Schrader is 
credited with undertaking this re- 
porting service to inform advertisers 
upon the extent to which products 
are mentioned on the screen as well 
as to try valuating the impression | 
left on theatregoer’s mind. 


This survey showed that out of vy 
features inspected, alcoholic bev 
ages were referred to in one way 
or another in 137 of them, classifica- 
tion making 113 as favorable men- 
tions and the remainder as unfavor- 
able. Champagne is listed as being | 
mentioned 24 times, 
heading the compilation. 

In his report, Schrader touches on 
‘Love Affair’ because of the scene in 
which pink champagne is ordered. 
This and a similar episode in which 
the same drink again is refe%ed to, 
also favorably, is credited with hav- 
ing a ‘profound’ effect on the sale of 
the beverage, his claim being that 
the sales of the colored champagne 
tripled since showing in the film. 
This recalls that a short time ago, 
Renault Co., an American wine out- 
fit, was preparing to merchandise a 
‘pink champagne,’ 
spired by the trailer for that vintage 
in ‘Love Affair.’ 
reported’ _ that 


Schrader actual 


_| 
| 


all favorable, | 
lof covering 


purportedly in-| 





20th After Autry Pair 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Twentieth-Fox is dickering with 
Gene Autry for two pictures instead 
of one. Sagebrush star goes into 
‘Shooting High’ on the Westwood lot 
this week and may stay for a role in 
‘The End of the Trail.’ 

Autry’s contract with Republic 
permits two outside pictures, 





Grid Conan On 
Top of War Stuff, An 
Added Cost to Reels 


Although the annual’ fall headache 
college football is no 
worse this year than it was in 1938, 
this added expense item seems con- 
siderably more severe for the reels 
to take this year because of added 





coin laid out for European war 
coverage 
The coverage plans and expense 


will be about the same as last year 
which means that the five reels will 
spend approximately $150,000 for the 
annual gridiron season. Estimated 
that each newsreel spends $30,000 | 
for the 8-10 weekends of the foot- 
ball season, this total, of course, in- 


cluding locals (specials made just 


|for exhibitors in a certain area). 


brands often gain mention in films| 


from pure chance while others were 
obtained through efforts of com- 
panies 
used in pictures. He cites ‘Second 
Honeymoon,’ ‘Big Broadcast of 1938 
and ‘When Love Is Young’ as in- 
stances where actual brands showed 
in films. 

Haysians claim that producer mem- 
ber companies exert every means 
possible to keep out = anything 
amounting to free advertising in fea- 
tures but that sometimes such trail- 
ets creep into completed picture ver- 
sions. However, Haysites can’t see 
how specitic types of beverages could 
be entirely eliminated if the plot} 
continuity called for some allusion to 
them However, there isn’t any 
more reference to, display of, o1 
spotting of liquor in films than other 
articles of merchandise, such as type- 
writers, radios, ete. 


OK HITLER PIC INN. Y., 


whose products have been} 


AND 3 OTHER STATES 


New York censors last Friday (10), 
reversing their stand of the previous 
week in rejecting in its entirety 
‘Hitler—Beast of Berlin,’ passed the 
film with a change in title and minor 
deletions. Picture was approved in 
Michigan on Thursday (9), making 
a total of four states which have 


& t bre nod, Pennsy and Vil 
&inta ol ing it previously. 

Appe: Is have been taken by Pro- 
duce) Distributing Corp., handling 
the pic, on rejections in Chicago and 


Maryland. Ohio has it 
8ideration, it has already 
Washington, D. C., and is 
dates in Mas: sachusetts on automatic 
approval following say-so of Na- 
tional Board of Review. 
For the New York 
name was changed to 
Berlin,’ 
retained, 
scissored. 
erties 
advocates 
turndown. 
versed on 
Manhattan 


under con- 
played 
getting 


board, film 
‘Beasts oi 


only a few feet being 


protested the pic’s N. Y. 


‘Harvest,’ now playing in 
and since approved by 


but references to Hitler are | 


The American Civil Lib- | 
Union and other free speech | 


Each reel averages about four grid 
battles weekly which are sent out 
nationally. This does not take into 
account contests which attract large 
interest in nearby areas but are not 
worthy of handling throughout the 
U. S. Every reel turns out about 
three of these locals weekly. Thus, 


‘MUL 





| 


| 


| 


the early Pacific coast games with | 


no teams from middlewest or east 
scheduled are routed only in the far 
west territory where interest is 
shown. Similariy, certain eastern 
grid battles are rated having little 
interest excepting in the eastern 
sector. But these football clashes, 
with only limited distribution possi- 
bilities, are ‘musts’ for the newsreel 
editors since distributors must ap- 
pease exhibitors in the specific 
regions. 

The newsreels now are 
best war material from France 
where a pooling government ar- 
rangement for gathering material is 
in effect. Despite any economy pos- 
sible as a result of this, the reels 
have to pay so much per foot for 
exporting the film. 

Montague’s Foreign 0.0. 

W. P. Montague, Paramount news- 
reel assignment editor, now in Eu- 
rope to check on wartime new reel 
coverage. will probably visit Berlin 
before returning to N. Y. Idea is to 
expedite shipments of war clips also 
from the Nazi side of the conflict 

Thus far rigid el rship has 

I nts kepvt foot- 


getting | 


nu eda-tape igerent 
rovernments | 
Paramount still has distributing | 
col Be ! A German nev 
reel organization take the U S 
edition of Par newsreel each week 
rican dollar 


paying for it In Ame 


Prod. Blackout at Rep 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 


Shooting on the Republic lot ceases 


Thursday (16) for four days with 
the completion of the Roy Rogers 
musical oater, ‘The Days of Jesse 
| James.’ The only other picture in 


Board was recentiy re- | 


>. > | 
Parent-Teachers org for New York 


schoolchildren. 


‘Berlin’ raisea a particular rumpus 
among civil liberty tpholders as it 
is claimed to be the first film banned 
by the state 0.0.ers on ‘strictly politi- 


cal grounds.’ Reasons given were | 
that it is sacrilegious, inhuman and | 


WOuld incite to riot. 


Wieti at the studio, ‘The Nar- 
proauction al tne stuqalo, ! iIN« 


row Path,’ winds up tomorrow 
(Wed.). 
Filming resumes Monday (20) with 


the top-budget John Wayne starrer 
‘Dark Command,’ 
Three Mesquiteers western, ‘Heroes 
of the Saddle,’ rolling Nov. 24. Stu- 
dio has 18 writers working on 10 
slated for the cameras within 
months 


stories 
the next few 


followed by the| 


| the Independent Th 
} Assn 
| troactive to last Sept. 1, 
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Jack Kirsch Contacts Ray 
Moon of Detroit — Any, 
Neely Passage Would 
Compel Co-Op Deal 








EXCHANGES NO LIKE 


Chicago, Nov. 14. 

A possible buying circuit, to be 
organized by Allied, looms locally. 
Discussions are purely tentative, but 
there appears 
exhibitor favor for such an organi- 
zation, though this buying 
would not likely begin functioning 
for a year, since the 1939-1940 film 
deals have already been concluded. 

Jack Kirsch, local Allied chieftain, 
has been commissioned to look into 
the situation and weigh matters. He 
has already been in contact with 
Ray Moon of Detroit as possible buy- 
ing head should such a grouping 
materialize. Moon has been heading 
his own indie buying circuit in De- 
troit for some time and was the head } 
of the Cooperative buying group in 
Detroit for Michigan Allied. 

Question is whether the exchanges 
locally would give official recogni- 
tion to such a buying group or agree 
to enter into negotiations with such 

a group for block selling. 

Kayoed It in Past 

Several years ago the 
changes broke up cooperative film 
buying circuits by refusing to sell 
anyone not financially interested in 
any theatre Exchange 
would negotiate for product only 
with eatres Or circuits financially 
tied together, and refused to deal 
with groups organized only for buy- 
ing. 

It again becomes a matter of bar- 
gaining, with the Allied 
convinced that 
ing will give the indie theatres an 
advantageous position in negotiating | 
on film, not only as far as price is| 
coneerned, but aiso on clearance and 
zoning. Exchanges are readying to 
combat this effort to put united 
pressure on them, and while there is | 
no Film Board of Trade for mutual 
agreement by exchanges in meeting 
this situation, the distributors are 
likely to fall back upon the tactics 
of the past and nix any film deals 
with buying groups. 

Much discussion revolves about the | 
possible passage of the Neely bill 
and its effect upon buying groups, 
film leaders being convinced that any 
victory for Neely would compel in- | 
stituting buying circuits to facilitate | 
negotiation for praduct. With block | 
booking eliminated, the only way | 
that the business of selling and buy- 
ing film could be accomplished with 
any degree of speed aa efficiency 
would be through buying groups, | 
since it would be an impossible task 
to negotiate 
individual 


theatre 


local ex- 


sales and purchase of 


individual 


pictures with 1\ lal 


Local 306 Operators Get 
10% Tilt From N.Y. Indies 


Fol CO 1 ) al 
the I yn aema to 
bitrat n yara } Dp it Lo 
306 of New York have been voted a 
10 increase and an extra week's va- 
cation for a total of two in houses of 


catre Ow 
The increase is re- 
when the 


of N. Y. 


old contract expired. 

Seale in the ITOA houses varies 
considerably, being seat- 
i capacity, but minimum boost for 
emo in the smallest of the the- 


based on 


atres is $5.20 a week. The vacatior 
is with pay. 

Arbitration board consisted of Joe 
3asson and Charles Kielburn for 


306; W. F. Githens of the Embassy 
and Dave Weinstoch of the Nor- 
mandie for the ITOA, and Paul Abel- 
son, outsider, who served as neutral- 
chairman. 

Question of a 25% increase in N. Y. 
houses other than those comprising 
the ITOA is also before arbitration 
but no decision 


] > 


week or two at lea 


eae a, 


to be an upswelling of | 


group | 


managers | 


exhibitors 
concerted film buy-| 


is expected for a! 
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Strudwick’s Film Break | 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 


Shepperd Strudwick, until recently | 


playing in the Broadway legiter, 
‘End of Summer,’ get a Hollywood 
break through the illness of Mel- 
vyn Douglas, in a roundabout way 

Ian Hunter replaced Douglas in 
‘Not Too Narrow, Not Too Deep,’ 
and Strudwick was called from 
| Manhattan to fill the spot left vacant 
by Hunter in ‘Congo Maisie’ at 
Metro, 





Rep.’s Takeover of Hub 
And N. Haven Exchanges 


With the revocation of the fran- 
| chises for its Boston and New Haven 
| exchanges last week, Republic is un- 
|de-stood to have completed the 
; mov started last sprirz toward 
|elimination of states-righters. It is 
now operating its own exchanges in 
|seven spots which have been con- 
|sidered by chief Herb Yates and 
salesmanager James R Grainger to 
| have been ‘weak sisters.’ 

Yates 





ness, however, in preference to 
operation themselves, and it is un- 


| derstood that if suitable persons can | 


be found, the franchises will be re- 


issued. Boston and New Haven | 
'offices were operated by Herman | 
Rivkin, who will return to his thea- 


Buffalo and 
recently re- 
San Fran- 
were taken 


tre interests. Detroit, 
| Albany franchises ver 
vcked by Republic, and 
cisco and Los Angeles 
over last spring. 

New policy of quarterly sales 
meetings for its own salesmen and 
the franchise holders was inaugu- 
ri.ted by Yates and Grainger with a 
confab of the eastern division in 
New York Thursday (2). The pair 
fl _w to Chicago Monday (6) 
for a midwestern meeting yesterday, 
to be followed by a southwest get- 
together in Dallas tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) and a southeast meeting in At- 
lanta Friday. 


WARNER UNLOADING 


ITS SOUTH SEA YARN 


Change of mind by Jack Warner 
after closer 
ordered purchased several 
ago, has resulted in the 


months 
company 


Spotting Wind’ Again Realigns M 
And RKO Films for M.H., Capitol, 


+ jennlatinitat 


Rounds Out Year’s Plan 


and Grainger are in favor of | 
the franchise method of doing busi- | 


night | 


‘ *|in the east. 
scrutiny of a story he} 


NY. 


‘Gone With the Wind’ is still in 
| depate as to sales policy, the man- 
| ner in which it will be shown on 
| first-run, admission scales to prevail, 
|and when Metro will begin 
|it. Pending final decision, 
will not start offering 
‘Wind’ 


yeal 


selling 
Metro 
contracts on 
until around the first of the 
following test engagements. 
Reported unofficially that percent- 
of 60 n top runs will be 
sought, it is believed the public will 
stand an increased admission. neces- 
sary due to the length of the filn 
In 21 reels, the running 
| three hours and 45 minutes. 
| ‘“Wind’ goes into Loew's Grand 
Atlanta, Dec. 15, to a $10 premiere 
that night and a top of $1.50 there- 
after, it is understood. At first plan- 
ning to take trade and other news- 
paper people for the Atlanta preem, 
that will not now be done. Two 
other test engagements first run will 
be New York and Los Angeles, while 
a third may be Chicago. They will 
| probably open the end of Decem- 
| ber, with the Metro mid-winter 
sales session in Chicago to discuss 
sales policy on ‘Wind,’ together with 
other distribution matters, to be held 
shortly after Jan. 1, presided over 
| by William F. Rodgers, general sales 
mer, 


ave deal 


time is 


| While the Capitol is under con- 
sideration for the New York test 
;engagement first-run, the price 


range is still in discussion. Under- 


stood that admission figures had 
been set up several times and 
| changed, but that $1 throughout the 


|day seems favored. 
around the trade is 
| be showing the picture there day- 
and-date with the Astor, reserved 
seats at latter twice daily, the en- 
gagement at the Cap on a grind ba- 
|}sis. The Rivoli is also mentioned, 
being so close to the Cap and hav- 
ing a larger capacity than the As- 
tor, for day-and-dating. 


Another plan 
understood to 


Meantime, an ‘Mill 


English-made, 
on the Floss,’ opened at the Astor, 
N. Y., yesterday (Tues.) on a lim- 


ited run, and two pictures that were 


in negotiation by the Music Hall, 
| are now routed into the Cap. They 
| are ‘Remember?’ and ‘Another Thin 


Man.” Two othe: 
taken by the Hall, 


Metros may be 
‘Balalaika’ and 


| ‘Judge Hardy and Son,’ for dating 
|after the holidays. temoved from 


| the Palace schedule, ‘That's Right, 
You’re Wrong’ (RKO) is now point- 
ing for the Hall as result of the 
shifts that have occurred. 

‘Wind’ was sneak-previewed on 
the Coast under carefully guarded 
| circumstances but has not been seen 
Selznick is coming east 
Dec. 1 and will remain in N. Y. un- 
til the Atlanta preem. 


offering it around to other pro-} 
ducers. Property is ‘Out of Gas,’ by 
Charles Nordhoff and James N. Hall 


It’s a five-part Saturday Evening 
P t M il nic} H pite the label 
m} , South Seas loc . 
ir t ri I i Mut t 
B 4 0 snail 
Warne p 1 more in $3 JOO 
the ( a rathe iff figur 
na t D l to ta 
O ( it It ] ( to r 
bee I ] bo t by Warne! 
from a synop on the Coast He 
read the complete proofs while in 


the east recently, resulting in the 
change of mind. Several companies 
interested in the property originally 
are apparently less so now, although 
20th-Fox is still in the market and 
may take it off of WB’s hands at a 
figure less than the latter ee for it. 


Newark Nabe’s Stenching 


Blamed on Labor Warning 
Newark, Nov. 14. 

Labor difficulties were 

Friday (10) for explosion of 

bomb that routed audience from the 

Strand, South Orange avenue indie. 

Manager Murray Steinberg told 


police bomb went off while pickets | 


marched in front of house protesting 
the pees nag refusal to hire 


inion operato1 n projection roon 


blamed 
tear gas | 


NORMAN ELSON NOW 
HEAD OF F. A. SALES 


) i < e 
A tne B i { Ne Lor 
ha ed F Allia e, d yutor 
a ‘ e } penera mane- 
ime rf r H Brandt V.p 
) , ted in FA 
l i i 1 |] d 
At present having exchanges 


lined up for handling of the FA 
product, Elson first is making a tour 
of the country to set additional dis- 
tributing outlets with independent 
exchange-men. He left Monday 
night (13) for Atlanta, returns to 
New York tomorrow (Thurs.) and 
| then leaves for the Coast, with 
;e> route, 

Film Alliance has 25 pictures in 
this country now, of 
lish and one French-made have al- 


peen sent or 


stops 


which five Eng- 


ready 


Hang by a ‘Shadow’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
{ Larry Darmour is breaking i 


the cliffhanger field, with a new se- 


rial, ‘The Shadow,’ slated to start 
in two weeks for Columbia release 

Produ has been making Jack 
Holt features for the same company 
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Film Reviews Via 
C.E. Shortwave To 
British Listeners 


| 


Schenecady. N. Y., Nov. 14. 


erage, General Electric's 
tady shortwavers will launch, Nov. 
20, weekly reviews by a pair of| 
Union College students for the bene- 
fit of English listeners. 
the Mohwak’ will be the first film | 
discussed. 

One of the mikers will be Myron 
Mills, son of Bernie Mills, former 
Republic franchise holder in Albany 
and now of B. M. Pictures. Latter 
is distributing “Ten Nights in a Bar- 
room.’ Young Mills and his part- 
ner are members of Union College 
Radio Workshop directed by John 
Sheehan, program manager of GE's | 
local shortwavers. 

Broadcasts, with beaming on Eng- | 
land, will be on a 15-minute block | 
late Monday afternoons. 


WB-LOEW PEEVED AT 
HARRIS’ ADV. CRACK 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 14. 


Feud -of no small proportions | 
threatens to spring up here between 
WB-Loew outfit and Harris circuit 
over what Warner gang termed 
‘piece of unethical advertising’ on 
Harris’ part last week. Incident | 
arose from opening Harris ad for 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ in which 
it took an indirect shot at ‘Allegheny 
Uprising,’ which at the time was | 
playing at Loew’s Penn and has since | 
moved over to Warner. 


World preem of 








held here with all the conventional | wind of the desert will blow breath in the mouths of 


ballyhoo more than week ago at} 
Penn, which is operated under a|} 
pooling agreement with WB, which | 
brought both outfits into it, and ad | 
for ‘Mohawk’ went on to say: ‘No | 
Premieres, No Parades, No Reserved 
Seats, No Lights or Ballyhoo, but this 
is the finest picture of its kind ever | 
made.’ 

Warners elaimed it wasn’t in good | 
taste but wouldn’t have minded so 
much if ‘Uprising’ hadn’t been still 
current. At any rate, ad only ran 
in two afternoon papers. For morn- 
ing sheet, copy was altered to read 
‘finest picture, etc.’ and eliminated 
all references to premiere. | 
| 
| 


Highschool Grid Return 
Basis for Theatre Bally 


Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 14. 
Manager Jay Golden, RKO Pal- 
ace, staged highschool football rally 
night before first highschool game 
here in 28 years. Sport, banned for 


| 





overemphasis, was brought back by | 


public demand, with interest center- 
ing on teams representing east and 
west sides of city. 


Frank Silva, sports announcer of | 


WSAY, 
which 


mc’ed 30-minute’ show, 
went over the air. 
pupils from each side of the 
were on stage to lead cheers 
songs. City officials 
coaches gave pep talks, and Wilma 
Widman, pupil, gave drum major 
exhibition. Stunt packed the house. 

Manager Golden also had Indian 
girl and two ‘Red Coats’ on horse- 


city 
and 


back as street bally for ‘Allegheny | 


Uprising’ and group carried a scroll 


to Arthur C. Parker, city historian, | 


inviting him to see the film. Demo- 
crat & Chronicle ran an editorial 
praising the picture for its historic 
value. 





Indie’s Arizona-Made Pic 


To Premiere in Phoenix | 


Golden West Productions scrapped 
its distribution deal with Grand Na- 
tional last week on 


over to Monogram. 


mond. 
Phoenix business men, as this is the 
first feature completely made in 
Arizona, all in Magnacolor. 

Preem has been set for Phoenix 
on Nov. 22, the Chamber of 
merce decreeing a ‘Gentleman From 
Arizona Weekx.’ 


—T 


' sented in its original dialog, 
Extending its motion picture COV-| lish titles written by Pierre Van Paassen, best known 
Schenec- by his newspaper syndicated articles and as the author 
The theatre is the Filmarte, 
formerly the Golden, a transformed legit house, which 
| during the past several seasons has had a checkered 
‘Drums Along | career and a marquee that has been lighted only 


Thirty | 


were present, | 


‘Gentleman | 
From Arizona’ and turned the film | 
New production | 
company is headed by Ted Rich-| 
Initial film was financed by | 


Com- | 


that magnificently exemplifies 
about the man, the 


through the wilderness to his door. 


The picture is French, ‘That They May Live,’ pre- 
with superimposed Eng- 


of ‘Days of Our Years.’ 


occasionally. 


But neither the location, nor the prosaic exterior of 
has kept customers from the boxoffice 
| where in steadily increasing numbers their attendance 
| is reaching higher figures day after day. 
| no uniformed ushers, no fancy lobby displays, no elec- 
| tric sunbursts or other familiar accoutrements of the 
| conventional first run Broadway theatre. 


the theatre, 


The supporting reels are a ‘March 
ancient Donald Duck. 


lywood productions. 
stering apathetic income with cash 


Filmarte is offering a show which runs two hours— 


and is packing ’em in, 


Here is an example of film showmanship where the 
public, exercising its American prerogative for free- 
speech, is spreading by word-of-mouth advertising the 
ballyhoo that ‘That They May Live’ is something that 
not only must be seen, but mustn’t be missed. Many 
customers leave the theatre imbued with the idea that 
some Providence has appointed them special emis- 
saries to spread the news that their friends should 
drop whatever presently is occupying their attention 
Pressed for details, the 


and hurry to the Filmarte. 


self-appointed broadcasters attempt 


poraneous synopsis of the film, usually ending with a 
persuasive, ‘I can’t describe it; go see it; don’t miss it.’ 


The cause of all this excitement 
emotional dynamite, predicated on a 
Gance, the French film 


(Ezekiel 37: 
Divine 


1-10). 
revelation, calls 


resume their martial careers. It 


| piece of Biblical text, explicit in describing how the 
‘Uprising’ was| bones of the dead shall rejoin themselves, and the 


soldiers, 


TIMELY AS THE HEADLINES 


In his story which is as timely as 
lines, Gance brings back to life the 


War dead, who rest in troubled sleep in the cemeteries 
of France and Germany. They died in battle, they 


N. Y-N. J. SALESMEN’S 
20TH ANNUAL DINNER 


Motion Picture Associates, Inc., or- | 


ganization of sales crews in the New 
York-New Jersey territory holds its 
Z0th annual dinner-dance at the 
Hotel Astor, N. Y., Nov. 25, 
show being arranged by Moe Sanders 


and Moe Kurtz of the 20th-Fox ex- | ter.’ 


change, in charge of the details of 
the affair. 
Jack Ellis (RKO) 
lizes the proceeds for benefit of un- 
employed and needy. 

| Tickets at $7.50. 


SSE SD 


‘Fire Doesn’t Disturb 
| Loew’s State, on B’way 





| Fire which did considerable dam- 


j}age to a women’s specialty shop 
next door to Loew’s State, New 
York, failed to disturb patrons in 
the house shortly before 
Monday (13). State closed 
shut off its fans 


its doors 


| and to keep out 


| heavy smoke from the store, which | 


{is actually in the theatre building. 
Smoke, seeping through offices of 
| Metro, above the State, caused some 
confusion, however, among employ- 
ees until they were there 
was no danger. 


SUNDAYS NIXED AGAIN 
Cambridge, O., Nov. 14. 

Voters rejected, Nov. 7, for the sec- 
ond time a proposal to legulize Sun- 
day films in Cambridge. 

Theatre interests waged an inten 
;Sive Campaign in behalf of the Sun- 
day film shows, which are permitted 
in all nabe towns and villages. 


assured 











Women Take Over 


Birmingham, Ala., Nov. 14. 

As a promotion this week in con- 
nection with the showing of ‘The 
Women’ at the Alabama, arrange- 
ment was made for women’s civic 
clubs to take over operation of the 
|city for a whole day. This they did 
| from the mayor on down. 


There was even a woman chief of 
police and a woman superintendent | 
; Of the garbage department. 


There is being shown currently in New York, at a 
| mid-town theatre, somewhat difficult of access, a film 
the 
better mousetrap and the path 


Within half a mile radius are 
half a dozen nabe theatres playing double bills of Hol- 
Some of the competition is bol- 


director, who dramatizes a 
theme suggested by a passage in the Old Testament 
Herein the Prophet, acting under 
upon the dead warriors of 
ancient Judah to rise from their heroic graves and 


EXPLOITATION __ 





Wednesday, November 15, 1939 








By John C. Flinn 





Emerson adage 


SHOWMANSHIP 


were told, as a sacrifice to a new and better world in 
which there was to be no more war. 
been betrayed, and as the new war begins, they are 
called to colors again—this time to protest against a 


But they have 


world that has been faithless and a generation that has 


forgotten. 


terfered., 


tator ambition. 
tinental screens, 


There are for its unreeling. 


to predict. 
of Time’ and an 


giveaways. The 


Film was made about a year ago, with cooperation | 
of some departments of the French war office, ac- | 
cording to report. 


Only in America is there a forum 


which are sometimes 


ings of previous foreign language films, with respect to 


a brief extem- 


story. 
is eight reels of Nothing like 
scenario by Abel 


negative cost, 


is a_ hair-raising vault. 


it ever has 
where the rule prevails that the function of the screen 
is to entertain solely, and where tragedy isn’t worth 
unless 
happy ending in the last 200 feet. 

This new French film, on the other hand, may ¢url | 
up soon and repose under the dust in some film storage 
Such things happen. 
be shortened and stunted by the same forces of evil 
and destruction which have removed it from the gaze 
of European audiences. 


the translation of text, the Gance production by virtue 
of the simplicity of its message and the general excel- 
lence of the performances of its principals, sweeps 
away all menial obstacles, and the film registers with 
the alarming clarity of an air-raid siren. | , , 
versal denominator of death and resurrection is suf-|Tium on University of Pittsburgh 
ficient to enlighten any audience with the action and | Campus, 

significance of the theme. 
itant in booking the attraction might experiment with | 
a few spot bookings. 
‘That They May Live’ has come to American screens | 
at a moment when millions are ready and eager for its 


The uni- 


Showmen who may be hes- 


There is reason to believe that 


come from Hollywood, 


the scenarist can work out a 


Its American career may 


The American film industry 


may pronounce it as ‘propaganda’ that shall have no 


tomorrow’s head- 
millions of Great 
kind. 


Joan Bennett No Like 
Roach’s Ad Campaign 





Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Joan Bennett has protested to Hal 





Organization, of which| would 
is president, uti- | 


with @| Roach against the form of adver- 


tising used on ‘Housekeeper’s Daugh- 
Actress asserts it doesn’t fit 
the part she plays and that she 
take measures if it isn’t 
stopped. Letters were also. sent 
|Roach by women’s clubs protesting 
|against the campaign. 

Meeting was held between Roach 
attorneys and Neil McCarthy, 
i Bennett’s lawyer, Monday (13) with 
ino decision reached, but with the 
understanding Roach would change 
| not object and that reference made 
lto her in the campaign would be in 
line with the part she plays. 





‘PAR FLYING SCRIBES 
TO GEORGIA LOCATION 


Tom Waller, of Paramount’s home 
| office publicity department, has as- 
|}sembled eight representatives of na- 
|tional wire, photo and newspaper 


noon on| 


syndicates for a one-day visit to Al- | 


bany, Ga., where a west Coast pro- |flock of 


| slated to attend the Phoenix show- 


ducing unit is shooting ‘The Bis- 


| 


place in theatres dedicated to girlie musicals, adven- | 
ture fantasies and domestic farces. 

But so long as the Filmarte engagement lasts ‘That 
They May Live’ will have its day of service to man- 
The seed which it implants in consciousness 
cannot be strangled. 


RKO-RCA VICTOR FIX 


| TIEUP ON ‘LINCOLN’ 


é ? el 
On Housekeeper Pic Special tie-in between RCA Victor 


| joint promotion of RKO’s forthcom- | 


dealers and exhibitors, to aid in the 


ing ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ and 


| RCA’s record album containing ex- 


Miss | 


the campaign so Miss Bennett would } 


cerpts of speeches delivered by Ray- | 


mond Massey, comprises 
RKO’s ambitious campaign 
the Pulitzer prize winner. 


part of 


to plug 


In return for dealers’ window dis- 
plays spotlighting the pic, the exhib 
will call patrons’ attention to the 
album and generally reciprocate in 
other ways. Victor dealers have also 
|agreed to bally the ‘Abe’ legit road 
company. It’s now touring eastern 
keys with Massey as the lead. 


} 





‘Geronimo Dons War Paint 


| Again for Phoenix Preem: 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
‘Geronimo’ gets his world picture 
premiere the last week of November 
in Phoenix, in which 
once was a pest to Uncle Sam’s 
troopers. General release announced 


| by Paramount is Jan. 12. 


Troupe leaves by East- | 


ern Airlines today (Wed.) and will | 


| cuit Eater.’ 


|; return Friday (17), weather and the 
| entertainment program permitting. 

Film is being directed by Stuart 
| Heisler and press has been promised 
|some unusual local color, as nu- 
| merous natives have been drafted as 
actors in minor parts, 


Rufe Blair Ballyhooing 





| Par’s ‘Gulliver’, ‘Herbert’. 


| Sent out by the Paramount studio 
in advance of ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ and 
| ‘Great Victor Herbert,’ which go on 
release around the holidays, Rufus 
| Blair left N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) 
for Boston on a swing of additional 
keys before returning to the Coast. 

He made nine cities en route from 
the studio, 





Paul H. Sloane, director, 


Paramount 


and a 
players, are 


ing. 





Fred Storm Supervising 


‘Raffles’ Debut on B’way 


Fred Storm, p.a. for Goldwyn stu- 
dio, who arrived in New York last 


week, will remain east until about 
Dec. 15. He's setting publicity and 
exploitation on ‘Raffles,’ which may 
open at the Rivoli early next month 
if previous commitments by the 
house don’t force it into some other 
showcase, 


Future trips east by Storm are 
seen as probably a regular thing 


prior to preem here of each Gola- 
wyn picture. Goldwyn has been 


| without an eastern press rep since 


Ben 
ago. 


Vasher left several months 


So tense was the author’s enthusi- | wi 
asm for the humanitarian aspects of his theme, and so | legheny Uprising’ and liked it so wel] 
logical is the technical unfolding of his story, that|¢fforts are now being made locally 
prominent support was placed behind the venture.| t9 land a second within the next 
However, the trend of affaires internationale soon in- | couple of months. 
The anti-war preachment did not coincide 
with the stark realism of European politics and dic- 
The film no longer is shown on con- 


a 
Domestic film enthusi- 


territory he} 
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Pitt Liked ‘Allegheny’ 
World Preem So Much 


| It Wants an Encore 


| 
| 





Pittsburgh, Nov. 14 
Pittsburgh had its first world pre. 
|miere last week with RKO’'s ‘A}, 


It’s 20th-Fox’s 
Swanee River’ and figured a natural 
| for this burg inasmuch as Stephen 
| Soe, whose music is used for the 
‘most part throughout the picture. 
| was born and lived here most of his 


fé 
| 


Just what will be the ultimate fate of ‘That They | life. Lot of Fosterania in town that 
Shall Live’ before American audiences is impossible 
Certain foreign language pictures have had : 
partial success here, notably ‘Mayerling,’ which was grounds is already under way. 
shown in some circuit houses. 
asts have not easily adjusted themselves to the diffi- 
culties of superimposed titles, 
provocative in their brevity. 

It can be stated, however, that despite the shortcom- 


| could be used to advantage and the 


campaign to preem it on the home 


Town got a lot of nation-wide 
| publicity through ‘Uprising’ opening 
and it also brought a lot of biz into 
_town. Papers profited considerably 
_by extra advertising and they're all 
,for bringing ‘Swanee’ here. City 
| Council will also lend a hand, {t hag 
_assured sponsors, and one idea sug. 
| gested would be to hold the first 
' screening anywhere at beautiful new 
'Stephen Foster Memorial Auditoe 


| 





$25,000 PRIZE IMPETUS 
FOR WB-SEARS DRIVE 


| 

| 

| 

| Appropriating $25,000 in cash, to 
| be set up according to districts, Wars 
jner Bros. will hold a Grad Sears 
sales drive, same billing as last vear, 
for a 16-week period starting Dec, 
24. Plans were laid during the past 
week when Sears held a three-day 
meeting with district managers and 
h.o. executives. 

Awards of $25,000 will be split up 
among the three winning districts 
tand the branches they embrace. The 
| district mgrs. will act as captains of 
their territories under supervision of 
Roy Haines for the east and Canada, 
and Ben Kalmenson for the west and 
south. : 

East three weeks on advertising 
and publicity plans for forthcoming 
WB product, Charlie Eingeld gets 
under way for the Coast within the 
next two weeks. 





St. Loo Nabe Preems On 
Heels of Big Campaign 


St. Louis, Nov. 14. 

An exploitation campaign conduct- 
ed by Harry Greeman for the open- 
ing of the Esquinne, $300,000 de luxe 
nabe on the outskirts of St. Louis, 
was topped by a four-page special 
edition in the Star-Times, p.m. rag. 
Special edition of the rag hit the 
street on the afternoon of the open- 
ing and supplemented other atten- 
tion- getters carried out by Green- 
;}man. It carried co-op ads from a 
dozen firms and was one of the rare 
occasions when a local nabe was 
lable to put over such a promotion. 

First night’s revenue was donated 
to the annual United Charities cam- 


paign, latter getting more than 
$1,200. KXOK and KMOX also 
broke down under Greenman’s high 
pressure and both stations broad- 
|east 15-minute programs opening 
night, with biggies of the town and 


adjacent points spouting into the 
| mikes. 

| Political Big Shots Hypo 
M-G’s Wash. Travelogs 


Seattle, Nov. 14 

A special preview was given 
Thursday night (9) at the Fifth Av- 
enue (Hamrick-Evergreen) of the 
state’s propaganda pictures, filmed 
in past few months by Metro for the 
Progress Development Commission 
of this state. 

Political big-wigs attended the 
showing, including Gov. Martin, 
Mayor Langley and Mrs. John Boet- 
tiger, the President's daughter. Man- 
agement invited some 250 prominent 
state folk to see the advance show- 
ing of the three scenic subjects, 1? 
be put in general release by Metro, 
‘Natural Wonders of Washington 
State,” ‘Glimpses of Washington 
| State’ and ‘Seattle, Gateway to the 
| Pacific Northwest. James A. Fitz 
patrick did the jobs. 
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Chi OK: ‘Hellzafire’ Unit-‘Staircase’ 
Sock $17,000, ‘Bali-Joe E. Brown Slow 
256, ‘Laughton’ 106, Smith’ Wow 166 





Chicago, Nov. 14. 

Business is generally satisfactory 
along the first-run row, exception 
being ‘Bali’ and Joe E. Brown at the 
Chicago. ‘Mr. Smith’ at the small 
Apollo is pacing well and looks cinch 
for a long run to match the gallops 
made in the same house by ‘Mr. 
Chips’ and ‘Pygmalion.’ Had a bang- 
up campaign and is showing its heels 
to the rest of the town, 

On the vaude side, the State-Lake 
with the comedy unit, ‘Hellzafire,’ 
augurs a new high rating at the 
boxoffice. Brilliant weekend pace 
forced B&K to institute a six-shows- 
a-day schedule Saturday and Sun- 
day. 

Only other newcomers to the loop 
were ‘Jamaica Inn’ at the Roosevelt 
and ‘Honeymoon in Bali’ at the Chi- 
cago. Rest of the town are hold- 
overs and repeats, ‘Real Glory’ con- 
tinuing the United Artists and the 
Palace sticking a second week with 
its initial twin-bill try. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Mr. Smith’ (Col). Smash trade in 
the offing and boosting the gross 
into topmost brackets at $16,000. 
Last week “Toes’ (WB) sagged after 
good start to wind up with weak 
$4,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000: 35-55-75)— 
‘Bali’ (Par) and Joe E. Brown head- 
ing stage unit. Brutal session in- 
dicated currently at $25,000. Last 
week Eddie Cantor on stage with 
‘Cat and Canary’ (Par) a wow $54,- 
500. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Twenties’ (WB). Holds for third 
loop week after good session last | 
week. Hitting $4,000, okay, cur-| 
rently following bright $5,900 last | 





week. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40)— | 
‘Blackmail’ (M-G) and ‘For Each | 
Other’ (RKO) and vaude. 


Good | 
combination currently adding to sat- | 
isfactory take of $14,000. Last week | 
about same at $13,500 for ‘Bright 
Boys’ (U) and ‘Sherlock’ (20th). 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)— Jamaica’ (Par). Laughton 
flicker getting good reports and on | 
Laughton fan pull should garner 
satisfying initial week’s take at 
présaged $10,000. Last week ‘Thun- | 

er Afloat’ (M-G) finaled a fort- 
night to $6,300, oke. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— | 
‘Hidden Staircase’ (WB) and ‘Hellza- 
fire’ unit on stage. Strictly the com- 
edv unit for the business currently, 
which is walloping into dynamite 
numerals at better than $17,000. Six 
shows a day over the weekend. | 
Last week ‘Glamour Girls’ (M-G) 
took meek $12,700. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
55-65-75)—'Glory’ (UA) (2d week). 
Headed for fair enough $7,000 cur- 
rently after garnering a bright $14,- 
100 last week. Will stay at least a 
third week. 


‘Touchdown’-Marcus 
Unit Open Omaha Par, 
But Only $12,500, N.C. 


Omaha, Nov. 14. 


Opening of two first-run houses in 
one week proves there is only a cer- 
tain amount of biz for downtown | 
theatres. Other houses and nabes 
felt the pressure plenty and doubt if 
situation can hold during winter. 

‘Drums Along Mohawk,’ at Or- 
pheum pulling $9,500 for town’s best. 
Paramount opened vaudfilm policy, 
but $12,500 for Marcus show is dis- 
appointing, Other new house, State, | 
getting off to fairish start with indie 
war film. 


New competish in form of hockey 
league is not helping theatres any. 
Estimates for This Week 





Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- | 
berg) (800-600-950;  10-25)—‘Iron 
Mask’ (UA) and ‘Hotel Women” 
(20th), dual, split with ‘Clouds 


Europe’ (Col), ‘Angels Wash Faces’ | 
‘WB) and ‘Million Dollar Legs’ | 
(Par) tripler. Fair $1,600. Last | 
week, ‘Star Maker’ (Par) and ‘To- | 
morrow Comes’ (U), dual, split with | 
Fight Peace’ (Mono), first-run, ‘Way | 
Down South’ (RKO) and ‘Ex-Champ | 
(U), tripler. $1,760, fair. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10-| 


25-35-40)—Blondie Baby’ (Col) and | 


‘Coast Guard’ (Col), dual. Average | 
$4,000. Last week, second of ‘Mr. 
Smith’ (Col) and ‘Prison Gates’ | 


‘Col), $4,000, o.k., after first week’s | 
dandy $6,000. | 
omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— | 
‘Babes Arms’ (M-G (2d _ wk) with | 
Drew Staircase’ (WB), (1st wk). | 
$5.500, fair. Last week, with ‘Water- 
tront’ (WB), $9,000, swell. 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40) 
~Drums Mohawk’ (20th) and 
Bright Boys’ (U). Town’s best for! 


| auto strike. 


| heavily 





$9,500, great. Last week, ‘Eternally 
Yours’ (UA) and ‘Television Spy’ 
(Par), $8,000, good. 

Paramount (Blank) (3,000; 15-35- 
55)—Touchdown’ (Par) with A. B. 
Marcus stage show. Getting only 
$12,500. Opening bill and disap- 
pointing. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25- 
35)—‘Germany Surrendered’ (Cap), 
and ‘Love Money’ (U). MHouse’s 
opening bill and good for $2,500, fair. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—Unmarried’ (Par), ‘Badlands’ 
(RKO), first-runs, and ‘Angels Wash 
Faces’ (WB), tripler, split with ‘Port 
Hate’ (Cap), first-run, ‘Hotel Women’ 
(20th) and ‘Iron Mask’ (UA), tripler. 
Fairish $1,100. Last week, ‘Fighting 
Gringo’ ‘RKO), ‘Drummond Bride’ 
(Par), first-runs, and ‘Ex-Champ’ 
(U), tripler, split with ‘Fight Peace’ 
(Mono), first-run, “Tomorrow Comes’ 
(U) and ‘Star Maker’ (Par), tripler, 
$1,200, fair. 


DET. HOLDS OWN; 
CAGNEY O.K. 
$12,000 


Detroit, Nov. 14. 

‘Drums Along the Mohawk,’ plus 
‘Pack Up Your Troubles,’ at the 
Fox, is reaping plenty from a hefty 
campaign. 

Theatre woes continue to grow 
worse, however, with state board’s 
denial of unemployment benefits to 
more than 60,000 workers directly in- 
volved in the five-week-old Chrysler 
Hope for peace pact still 








remote. 
Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) (2d run) plus 
‘Miracle Street’ (Col). ‘Smith’ moved 


here after two sessions at Fox; 
headed for average $4,500. Last 
week, light $4,000 for ‘Call 


Messenger’ (U) and ‘Hero Day’ (U). 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—'Drums Mohawk’ (20th) and 
‘Pack Troubles’ (20th). Ballyed 
and should reach smash 
$30,000. Holds over. Last week, sec- 
ond, brought swell $18,300 for ‘Mr. 
Smith’ (Col), following first stanza’s 
$17,000, good but under expectations. 


(3,000; 30-40-50) — ‘Jamaica Inn’ 
(Par) (2d run) and ‘At Circus’ (M-G) 
(2d run). Former film moved here 


| from Michigan, ‘Circus’ shifted from 


UA: result fair $6,000. Last week, 
second, brought okay $5,300 for ‘Dis- 


puted Passage’ (Par) (2d run) (2d) 


wk) and ‘Old Maid’ (WB) (2d run) 


| (3d wk), following nice $9,500 first 


stanza. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000: 30-40-55) — ‘Remember?’ 
(M-G). Not doing well, $7,500. Last 
week. n.g. $8,000 for ‘At Circus’ 
(M-G). 


Bette Big $6,000 in Port.; 
Dual-Vaude Okay $4,800 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 14. 

‘Elizabeth and Essex,’ at Parker's 
UA. is swell and looks set at that 
house for several weeks. Another 
terrific winner is ‘Drums Along the 
Mohawk.’ at Paramount. 

‘Babes in Arms’ held up so well at 
the Mayfair a third stanza that it 
skipped three days while that house 
went legit and now is back for a 











Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55)—‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) 
and ‘Our Neighbors’ (Par). Okay 
$12.000. Last week, fair $12,700 for | 
| ‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) and ‘On Toes’ 
(WB). 

Palms - State (United Detroit) 





} 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Nov. 16 


Astor—‘Mill on the Floss’ 
(Standard) (14). 

Capitol—‘At the Circus’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 18) 

Criterion—’Sabotage’ (Rep) 
(15). 

Globe — ‘Beasts of Berlin’ 


(PDC) (18). 

Music Hall— ‘Ninotchka’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 

Palace—Smashing the Money 
Ring’ (WB). 

Paramount—‘Rulers of the 
Sea’ (Par) (2d wk.). 

Rialte—‘Missing Evidence’ 
(U). 

Rivoli—‘First Love’ 
wk.). 

Roxy—‘Drums Along the Mo- 
hawk’ (20th) (3d wk.). 

Strand—‘Roaring Twenties’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). 


Week of Nov. 23 


(U) (2d 


Astor—‘Mill on the _ Floss’ 
(Standard) (2d wk.). « 
Capitol—‘At the Circus’ (M-G) 


(2d wk.). 

Criterion—‘Return of Dr. X’ 
(WB) (22d). 

‘Gleobe—‘Mutiny in 
House (Mono) (23). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 1) 

Music Hali— Ninotchka’ 
(M-G) (3d wk.). 

Paramount—‘Cat and Canary’ 
(Par) (22d). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Nov. 1) 

Rialto—‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO) 
(23). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 11) 

Rivoli—‘First Love’ (U) (3d 
wk.). 

Roxy—‘Day Time Wife’ (20th) 
(23). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Strand-——‘Roaring Twenties’ 

(WB) (3d wk.). 


the Big 








the UA piled up heavy score of 
$9,500. 
Orpheum (Orpheum Co.) (1,800; 


20-30-40 )—‘Jeepers Creepers’ (Rep) 
and ‘Back Door Heaven’ (Par) with 
vaude. Okay $4,800. 
Monterey’ 
(Mono) with vaude, fair $4,500. 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(3,000; 30-35-40)—‘Drums Mohawk’ | (12), getting profit at $5,800 on the | 


(20th) and ‘Busy Work’ (20th). An- 
swering to heavy exploitation for 
strong $6,500. May hold. Last week 
‘Disputed Passage’ (Par) and ‘Every- 
thing’s Ice’ (RKO), fair $4,300. 


United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- | 


35-40)—‘Elizabeth, Essex’ (WB). 
Running b.o. scale to high note, big 
$6,000. Last week ‘Circus’ (M-G) 
and ‘Rio’ (U), fair $4,000. 





LAUGHTON LOW 
$3800 IN 
INDPLS, 


——— 


Indianapolis, Nov. 14. 





Garbo, 


style this week, with 
‘Roaring Twenties’ and ‘First Love’ 
commanding major attention. Some 
other shows, including the ‘Mohawk’ 
holdover, are also doing good, but 
‘Dancing Co-Ed’ is taking it on the 
chin badly. 

‘Ninotchka,’ the first Garbo pic- 
ture to ever play the Music Hall, is 
drawing heavily for a probable $110,- 
000. ‘Twenties,’ with the Bob Crosby 
band on the stage, is taking the 
Strand to a snug $50,000 or close, 
while ‘First Love’ evidences Durbin 
draught at $31,000 or thereabouts. 
All hold over. 


‘Rulers of the Sea,’ coupled with 
a stage bill consisting of Martha 
Raye, the Bob Zurke band and 
others,’ is a triflle under hopes at 
the Paramount but still well into the 
profit column. On the first week, 
ending last night (Tues.), the gate 
showed $40,000. Show goes a second 
week starting today (Tues.). 


‘Mohawk’ had a fine weekend and 
currently on the holdover may be 
$45,000 or close, neat. Picture be- 
gins its third semester Friday (17). 
State is also good this week with 
‘The Women’ and Benny Davis’ re- 
vue, maybe $28,000. 

Palace, which went first run 
Thursday (9) with ‘Allegheny Up- 
rising’ but goes back to duals to- 
morrow (Thurs.), will end up with 
a fine $11,500 tonight (Wed.). House 
was to have had the Kay Kyser pic- 
ture, ‘That’s Right, You’re Wrong’ 
on continuance of a first-run policy 
but that has now been pulled from 
the schedule and may go into the 
| Music Hall instead. 
| Cap is having a mean time of it 
at less than $15,000 with ‘Dancing Co- 
Ed’ and the Criterion found nothing 
| in ‘Main St. Lawyer,’ which wound 
| mediocre week last night 


lup a 
(Tues.) at less than $5,500. ‘Call a 





Last week ‘Old | Messenger’ doing pretty.good at the 
(Rep) and ‘Mr. Wong’! Rialto, probably $6,800. 
‘Mr. Chips’ wound up a total of 26 | 


weeks at the Astor Sunday night 


final stanza. House has been taken 
on a week-to-week basis by Standard 
| for ‘Mill on the Floss,’ which opened 
yesterday morning (Tues.) at pop 
prices. Theatre may later play‘ Gone 
with Wind’ day-and-date with the 
| Capitol under a reserved seat policy. 

Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65)—‘Mill 
'On Floss’ (Standard). Opened here 
| yesterday morning (Tues.). ‘Chips’ 
(M-G) went 26 weeks for huge prof- 
its, final stanza being $5,800. 








| 


‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G). No pull and 
out after one week at less than $15,- 





000. Last week, third for ‘Babes in 
Arms’ (M-G), under $30,000, good. 
| Marx Bros. pic opens tomorrow 

(Thurs). 

Criterion (1,662; 

St. Lawyer’ (Rep). On the week | 
|ending last night (Tues.) a slows | 
}goer at this side of $5,500. Last 
| week, ‘Whipsaw’ (M-G) (reissue), 
| good $8,500. 
| Globe (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Fugitive | 


| At Large’ (Col). Jack Holt item 


Houses in downtown sector are | doing fairly, probably $6,000. In 


taking turns splitting up entertain-/| ahead, ‘Road to Glory’ (20th) 
i Last week, Circle topped | issue), 


ment coin. 


yanked after two days of 


town with stage show and pic, but is| itching for business and not getting 
at the end of the parade this week| it, only $1,000 on the 48-hr. stint. 
dualling ‘Jamaica Jnn’ and ‘Little Ac- | ‘Beware Spooks’ (Col), behind that, 


cident.” Last week, Loew’s and In- 
diana suffered from stage show com- 
petition, but are taking 


| Smith’ and ‘Man Could Not Hang,’ 
|and latter playing ‘Drums Along Mo- | 


|over from Indiana. 


fourth week. A second-week biz-get- | 


ter is ‘First Love,’ at Broadway. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘First Love’ 
Ring’ (WB) (2d wk). Good money 
at $4,000. First week over the top 
in a big way, great $6,800. 

Liberty 
(2,000; 30-35-40) — ‘Jamaica 
(Par) 
(Col). Laughton pic is a steady biz- 
setter for this house, around $3,500. 
First week, with ‘Touchdown’ (Par), 
strong $5,300. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1.- 


Inn’ 


(U) and ‘Money | (Par) 


| 40)—‘Jamaica 
| with 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) | 


(2d wk) and ‘Scandal Sheet’ | (WB) 


500: 30-35-40)—‘Babes in Arms’ (M- | 


G) and ‘Witness Vanishes’ (U) (4th 
wk). Still good, around $2,500. Third 
week split to only four days, good 


$3,000. House went legit with Lunt 
and Fontaine road unit for other 
half. First two weeks of ‘Babes’ at 


hawk’ and Jones family 
to Work.’ 

Lyric is 
vaude and ‘Pack Troubles.’ 
is just in the biack with 
from Indiana of ‘Elizabeth 
sex.’ 


‘Too Busy 


showing a profit with 
Apollo 


Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—Elizabeth Essex’ (WB). Move- 
Fair $2,200. Last 
week, ‘Submarine D-l’ (WB) reis- 
sue) and ‘Kid Nightingale’ 
red $1,600. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
Inn’ (Par) dualled 
‘Little Accident’ (U). Poor 

Last week, ‘Cat 
and Calloway orch, 


$3,800. 


$13,500. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) and 
‘Too Busy Work’ (20th). Nifty $10,- 
000. Last week, ‘Elizabeth Essex’ 
and ‘Pride Bluegrass’ (WB), 
poor $6,500. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40 )— 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) dualled with ‘Man 
Could Hang’ (Col}. Held down by 
length of bill to nifty $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Real Glory’ (UA) and ‘Hidden 
Power’ (Col), weak $6,400. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40) 
‘Pack Troubles’ (20th) and vaude 
Fairish $8,500. Last week. ‘Stranger’ 
(20th) and vaude, red $7,500. 


top coin! 
|currently, with former dualling ‘Mr. | 


holdover | 
and Es- 


(WB), | 


, receive hoped-for notices. 


. | Powell-Teddy . Powell 
Canary’ | 
socko | 


‘poor at $5,000. 


Palace (1,700; 
gheny Uprising’ (RKO). In here on 
single bill first run and doing nicely, 
$11,500. 
uct, however, house goes back to 
double bills tomorrow (Thurs.) with 
‘Dress Parade’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Smashing the Money Ring’ (WB) 
(Ist run). Last week’s doubleton, 
‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th) (2d 
run) and ‘Escape’ (U) (ist run), just 
under $8,000. 

Paramount 3,664: 25-35-55-88-99) 
‘Rulers of Sea’ (Par) and Martha | 
Raye, Bob Zurke, others, on stage 
(2d-final week). Begins holdover 
today (Wed.) after first seven days | 
of $40.000, quite satisfactory though | 


more had been anticipated. Picture | 
not getting the women nor did it 


‘Disputed Passage’ (Par) and Dick 
combination, 
$36,000, o.k. 

Radie City Music Hall (5,980: 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65) — ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G) 
and stage show. In the smash di- 


Cagney and Durbin are | competition. 
knocking down the barrels in nice| ‘Jamaica Inn’ 
‘Ninotchka,’ | getter, $12,000. 


Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25>— | 


25-40-55)—‘Main | 55)—'Jamaica Inn’ (Par). 


25-35-55 )—‘Alle- | Washington,’ main stem registering 


Due to lack of proper prod- | 


| Agent’ 


' and 


vision at $110,000 or thereabouts and | 


holds over. Heavy advertising cam- 
paign on this one. 
Smith’ (Col) (3d week), $90,000, ex- 
cellent 
get this figure on the final stanza. 

Rialto 
senger’ (U). Doing rather well, 
around $6.800. Last week, ‘One Hour 
to Live’ (U). $5,960, fair 


Rivoli (2.092; 25-55-75-85-99) 
‘First Love’ (U) (2d week). Inaugu- 
rates holdover today (Wed.) The 
first week. ending last night (Tues.) 

‘good $31,000. Final (4th) week 


Last week. ‘Mr. ' 


Election day business helped | 


| case’ 
(750; 25-40-55)—‘Call Mes- | 


| Stanley 


Garbo $110,000, Cagney-Bob Crosby 
Big 506, Durbin 316, ‘Rulers’ With 
Raye-Zurke 406, Fancy B'way Takings 


Final (4th) 
(Par), 


week for 
good money- 


(5,836; 25-40-55-75 )—‘Mo- 
hawk’ (20th) and stage show (2d 
week). Historical spectacle holding 
up very well, maybe $45,000. The 
first week, aided by Election day, 
was $60,700. Goes a third week, 
starting Friday (17). 

State (3.450; 35-55-75) — ‘Women’ 
(M-G) (2d run) and Benny Davis 
revue. Turnstiles clicking steadily 
this week for $28,000 or so, very 
good. Last week, ‘Real Glory’ (UA) 
(2d run) and Edmund Lowe in per- 
son, $26,000. 

Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99— 
‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and Bob 
Crosby. Cagney draught continues 
potent at possible $50,000 this week. 
Show is in for three weeks, band 
having been booked for that dis- 
tance. Extensive and effective ad 
campaign figured. Last week, second 
for ‘On Dress Parade’ (WB) and 
third for Hal Kemp, $22,000, light. 


IST LOVE HOT 
11G IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Nov. 14, 


Recently noted improvement I!{s 
holding on, with ptx on hand a con- 
tributing factor. ‘First Love,’ at 
Keith’s, is building strongly and cash- 
ing in on extra heavy daytime trade, 
‘Jamaica Inn,’ at the de luxe Stanley, 
finding that house made to order for 
Laughton following, and chalking up 
one of best grosses in recent weeks. 

Nice support for h.o.’s of ‘Mr. 
Smith,” at the Combo Hipp, and 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk,’ at the 
New. 


Roxy 














Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-40 )—‘At Circus’ (M-G). Drawing 
moderately well at possible $9,500. 
Last week, ‘Real Glory’ (UA), fair 
$8,200. 





Hippedrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66 )—‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) 
‘and vaude (2d wk). Maintaining 
good pace at $12,000 after socko 
opener to $16,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40)—‘First Love’ (U). Very 
j}healthy biz, especially matinees, 
;mounting for okay $11,000. Last 


week, ‘Cat Canary’ (Par), held up in 
good style to $8,400. 

|” New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) (2d 
| wk). Still steady at $5,500 after 
| rosy opening round to $7,200. 

(WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
Attracting 
good reaction to this deluxer, and 
satisfying $11,000 looked for. Last 
week, second of ‘Roaring Twentics’ 
| (WB), added $5.900 to punchy open- 
ing session of $11,800. 








| Teashiaes Neale Fine 


$10,000 in N.G. Toronto 


—_——_—. 


Toronto, Nov. 14. 
‘Mr. Smith Goes to 


(re- | 


Apart from 


a general slow-down, with tame 
product presumably the answer. 
Such high-brow competition as the 
Toronto Symphony concert and the 
Alee Templeton recital at Massey 
Hall, both jammed, plus concert dates 
at other auditoriums, cut deeply into 
first-run coffers, 
General film take fairly sour, but 
Shea’s vaude doing very nicely. 
Estimates for This Week 
Imperial (FP-Can) (3,373; 25-35-50) 
‘On Toes’ (WB) and ‘Espionage 
(WB). Poor $6,800. Last 
week, ‘Disputed Passage’ (Par), fair 
$7,500. 
Loew's 


‘Loew) (2,611: 25-35-50)— 


| ‘Real Glory’ (UA) and ‘Blondie Va- 
In ahead, | 


cation’ (Cal), dual. 


Profitable at $8,- 
000. 


Last week, ‘Have Music’ (UA) 
‘Blackmail’ (M-G), dual, good 
enough $7,500. 

Shea’s (FP-Can) (2,663 25-50)— 
‘Touchdown’ (Par) with  vaude, 
Beverly Roberts of film headlining. 
Excellent $10,000. Last week, ‘Ex- 
Champ’ (U) and vaude, with Jerry 
Cooper on top-billing, good $9,000. 

Tivoli (FP-Can) (1.433: 25-40)— 
‘Old Maid’ (WB) and ‘Drew Stair- 
(WB). Good enough $2.400. 
Last week. 
‘Million 
$3.100. 

Uptown (FP-Can) (2.761: 25-35-50) 


Dollar (Par), ok. 


Leg § 


‘Mr. Smith’ (Col). Topping town 
for splendid $13,000. Last week, ‘Ja- 
rmaica Inn’ (Par), in second stanza, 
poor $5000 after, i first week at 
$9,000. 














‘Golden Boy’ (Col) and. 
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Spitalny Orch-‘Co-Ed’ Swing $15,000 


In Mpls.; ‘Passage Only Fair 6446 


—— 


Minneapolis, Nov. 14. 





| ond ‘Pack Troubles’ (20th), good spooky billed as a ‘lights out’ pre- 


Greatest galaxy of stage shows | $4,500. 


here at any one time in recent] 
years is swelling grosses, but making 
it tough for films that have to g0; 
it alone currently. Total takings will 
be more impressive than ordinarily, | 





but still will fall far short of the} 
sum that the attractions would war- | 
rant under more normal circum- | 
stances. | 

Figures will mean at least two 
successive good weeks. Thanks to 
a great start accountable to huge 
throngs here for the Northwestern- 
Minnesota football game, the pre- 
ceding seven days spelled a measure | 
of prosperity for nearly all the 
show houses — 

Present biggest noise is easily | 
Phi] Spitalny’s ‘Hour of Charm,’| 
femme band, proving an ace magnet | 
for the Orpheum. Milt Herth, Eddie | 
Peabody inc other acts are keeping 
the Mi'inesoia well in the running, 
too. Then there’s ‘I Married an An- 
gel’ at the Lyceum on top of the 
Alvin’s ‘What a L:fe,” not to men- 
tion Harry Hirsch’s roadshow Gay- 
ety burlesque. With so much in the 
way of stage shows, it really looks 
like the good old days. 

‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,’ 
moved over to the Century from the 
Orpheum, is the screen leader. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 25)—| 
‘Mesa ‘ity’ (RKO) and ‘Bookies | 
Wept’ (RKO), dual first-runs. Nice | 
six days’ lineup for this house and 
headed for satisfactory $1,500. Last 
week, ‘Mad Youth’ (Peipel) and 
‘Mutiny Blackhawk’ (U), dual first- 
runs, big $2,000. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40)—‘Mr. Smith’ (Col). Moved 











i (600; 25-50) —‘L’Orage.’ 


| week, 


Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— | 


‘Real Glory’ (UA) (3d wk). Fair 
enough $2,500 in sight after nice 
$3,500 last week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
New pic 
after nine weeks. Looks like good 
$2,000. Ninth week of ‘Louis’ around 
$900, fair 

St. Denis (France Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—'La Belle Etoile’ and ‘Fort Do- 
lores.’ Around $5,800, good. Last 
‘Heros de la Marne’ and 
‘Prince Bouboule,’ good $5,600. 


ESSEX’ - VAUDE 


FAIR $15,000 
IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, Nov. 14. 

‘Drums Along the Mohawk,’ dual- 
ing with ‘Jones Family’ at the Lakes, 
looks to do the best business com- 
paratively of anything current in 
local houses. 

‘Elizabeth and Essex,’ bolstered by 
the Four Ink Spots on the stage, is 
showing to fair returns at Buffalo, 
and the dual headed by ‘Cat and 
Canary’ at the Hipp, is picking up 





here after big first week at Orpheum | over recent week's figures. 


and still traveling at profitable clip. 
Nice $5,000 indicated. Last week, 
‘Nurse Cavell’ (RKO), $2,500, poor. | 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 25-35-40) | 
—‘Champs Eylsees’ (French). Well | 
exploited but enroute to only $800, | 
light. Last week, ‘All Quiet’ (U)| 
(reissue) (2d wk), $800, good enough 
after strong first week here at $1,200 
and first big Gopher week at $4,500 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
‘Under-Pup’ (U). Critics praised 
this one. Handicapped, perhaps, by 
lack of names, but should finish to 
good $4,000. Last week, ‘Blackmail’ 
(M-G), $3,000, pretty good. 

Granada (Par) (900; 25-35)—‘Each 
Dawn’ (WB) and ‘What Life’ (Par), 
split. First neighborhood showings. 
Should finish with satisfactory $1,800. 
Last week, ‘Rains Came’ (20th), $2,- 
400 for full week, big. 

Minnesota (Mpls. Co.) (4,000; 20- 
30-40)—‘Covered Trailer’ (Rep) and 
‘Rhythmania’ show on stage, includ- 
ing Milt Herth Trio, Eddie Peabody 
and others. Hitting swift clip de- 
spite terrific opposition and looks set 
for good $7,000. vast week, ‘Main 
Street Lawyer’ (Rep) and_ stage 
show, including John Boles, with 
latter mainly responsible for very 
big $13,000—biggest gross by far that | 
house has copped since reopening | 
with present policy. | 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 35- 
50)—‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G) and} 
Phil Spitalny’s ‘Hour of Charm’ band 
on stage. Surefire boxoffice combo 
and raves on every hand for this 
one. Radio following of Spitalny 
making self felt at boxoffice. Stretch- 
ing toward big $15,000. Last week, 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col), $9.800. big. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35-49) 








—‘Disputed Passage’ (Par). Heavily 
advertised and well-liked picture 
fighting heavy opposition. Getting 


fair $6,500. Last week, ‘Babes Arms’ 
(M-G) (2d wk), swell $7,500 on top 
of big $11.500 first week. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Road Glory’ (20th) (reissue). Fine 
cast and picture’s timeliness bring- 
ing in some biz. Fair $1,500 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Challenge’ (In- 
die), $900, light. 





‘Passage’ Bright 
$7,500 in Montreal 


Montreal, Nov. 14. 

‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,’ at 
Loew's, is poiniing for top take cur- 
rently at $10,000. with Capitol and 
Palace running photo finish for sec- 
ond place with around $7,000 apiece. 
Balance so-so. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2.700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Disputed Passage’ (Par). Sighting 
for good $7,500. Last week’s h.o. 
‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par). good $5,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,709; 25-45-55)— 
*Babes Arms’ (M-G) (2d wk). Looks 
like nice $7,500 after excellent $11,000 
last week. 

Loew’s (CT) (2.800; 30-40-60)‘Mr. 
Smith’ (Col). Biggest draw in town 





on current outlook and will not be| 


below $10.000, very good. Last week, 
third of ‘Women’ (M-G), still good at 
$5.000. 


‘On Toes’ (WB) and ‘Blue Grass’ 
(WB). Pacing for good enough 
$3,800. Last week, ‘Stranger’ (20th) 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB) and Four 
Ink Spots on stage. Only fair take 
at around $15,000. Last week, ‘Bali’ 
(Par) and Horace Heidt orch, big 
$29,600. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—Drums Mohawk’ (20th) and ‘Jones 
Family’ (20th). Heavy, steady draw 
indicates probably $13,000, excellent. 
Last week, ‘Real Glory’ (UA), good 
$10,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Cat 
Canary’ (Par) and ‘Torpedoed’ 
(FA). House seems to be on the 
upbeat. This should get over $8,000, 
good. Last week, ‘Have Music’ (UA) 
and ‘Fast Furious’ (M-G), good 
$7,200. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
—‘Rio’ (U) and ‘Witness Vanishes’ 
(U). Back to normal after three 
weeks sensational biz with ‘Mr. 
Smith.” This bill should see okay 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) 
(3d wk), excellent $8,500. 

20th-Century (Dipson-Basil) 

(3,000; 25-35)—‘Allegheny Uprising’ 
(RKO) (2d wk) and ‘Flying Deuces’ 
(RKO) (1st wk). Looks weak for 


| second chukker at $5,000. Last week, 


six-day stanza, drew over $8,500, 
neat, 


‘MR. SMITH’, $16,500, 
OK PROV.’S STANDOUT 








Providence, Nov. 14. 
| Strong pie lineup in combo with 
holiday biz is keeping main stemmers 
|happier and busier. Standouts are 
| ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,’ at 


| Loew’s State; ‘Drums Along the Mo- 
| hawk,’ at Majestic, and ‘Cat and 
| Canary,’ at Strand. 

| ‘First Love’ is doing nicely in sec- 
ond week at RKO Albee. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Albee (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-50)— 
\‘First Love’ (U) and ‘Girl and 
| Gambler’ (RKO) (2d wk). Still 
strong, $5,000. 
opening sianza. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
90)—‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and 
‘Hawaiian Nights’ (U) (2d run). Big 
$5,200 promised. Last week, ‘Babes 
Arms’ (M-G) and ‘Rookie Cop’ 
(RKO) (3d wk), grand $5,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Wong Chinatown’ (Mono) and 
vaude, So-so biz on this one, $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Wolf Call’ (Mono) and 
| vaude, fair $6,000. 


| 





‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) and ‘Honey- 
moon Over’ (20th). Paced for 
| healthy $10,000. Last week, ‘Roaring 
Twenties (WB) and 
| Nights’ (U), earned second week and 
Carlton shift with swell $9,000. 

| State (Loew) 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) and ‘Smuggled 
| Cargo’ (Rep). Feature given swell 
| buildup and cashing in with big 
$16,500. Last week, ‘Real Glory’ 


fair $11,000. 
Strand (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 


|‘Cat Canary’ (Par) and ‘Sabotage’ | 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 


(Rep). Maintaining steady pace for 
swell $8,500. Last week, ‘U-Boat 29’ 
(Col) and ‘Hidden Power’ (Col), 
good $6,000. 


Drew swell $8,000 in | 


Majestic (Fay) (2,260; 25-35-50)—. Last 


‘Hawaiian | 


(3,200; 25-35-50)— | 


(UA) and ‘Everything’s Ice’ (RKO), | 


7 
‘Lincoln on Downbeat; 
| 


Lincoln, Nov. 14. 
Most films this week are doing 
well, notably ‘Drums,’ and ‘Real 
Glory.’ ‘Cat and the Canary’ was hy- 
poed at the start with a midnight 


; view. 

Sole b.o. help was homecoming 
Nebraska-Kansas football game Sat- 
urday (11). 

Estimates for This Week 

| Colonial (NTI-Noble-Monroe) (750; 
|/10-15)—‘Missing Men’ (Rep) and 
\‘Flaming Lead’ (Colony), split with 
| ‘Tarnished Angel’ (RKO) and ‘Dan- 
‘ger Flight’ (Mono). Fair $850. Last 
| week, ‘Wall Street Coyboy’ (Rep) 
'and ‘Almost Gentleman’ (RKO), split 
with ‘Girl Rio’ (Mono) and ‘Konga’ 
| (Col), fair $750. 

| Liberty (NTI-Noble-Fede rer) 
| (1,000; 10-25-30)—‘Golden Boy’ (Col). 

Moveover from Varsity, after so-so 
j week, may get $900 on extra seven 
days; slim. Last week, second for 
‘Eternally Yours’ (UA), light $1,000. 

Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
20-25) ‘Television Spy’ (Par) and 
‘Heritage Desert’ (Par), split with 
‘Too Busy Work’ (20th) and ‘Danger 
Island’ (20th). Looks okay, $2,200. 
Last week, ‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO) 
and ‘On Trial’ (WB), split with 
‘20.000 Men’ (20th) and ‘News Night’ 
(20th), all right, $2,100. 

Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 10- 
25-40) ‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th). Do- 
ing ultra fancy $4,400. Last week, 
‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB), six days, 
got $3,000, okay. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
35)—‘Cat Canary’ (Par). May get 
$3,700, which is fair. Last week, 
‘Disputed Passage’ (Par), first to get 
the house in the black in two months 
with $3,900. 

Varsity (NTI-Noble-Federer) 
(1,100; 10-25-35)—‘Real Glory’ (UA), 
Probably $2,900, fair. Last week, 
‘Golden Boy’ (Col), $2,400, so so. 





Durbin, $16,600, Joan Bennett, 14146, 


‘Cat-Canary’ Fair $3,700 


Philly Clicks; H.0.s Are Strong 


+ 


gets back to vaude Friday (17) with Philadelphia. Nov. 1 
Hal Kemp's band after fortnight “| Holdovers hold the iatlghs "i 
straight pix. Last week, ‘Circus’| downtown Philly this week, with 
(M-G), brisk $13,700. | three of them dragging down nice 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— | coin for their second semesters. They 
“Allegheny Uprising’ (RKO). Move-/ are ‘Elizabeth and Essex,’ ‘Drums 
over from Penn and making respect-/ Along the Mohawk’ and ‘Babes 
able showing here as well. Stays only | Arms,’ the latter showing at a mies 
six days to get house back to Thurs- | sequent run house. + oan 
day opening again, and in that time; Two major openings, ‘Housekeep- 
should come pretty close to $5,000,! er’s Daughter’ and ‘First Love’ are 
all right. Last week, ‘Babes Arms’ | also doing nicely, along with Hal 
(M-G), wound up second session|Kemp’s personal with ‘Cat ard 
here, but third downtown (first at) Canary’ at the Earle. Also ening 
Penn) to slick $5,400, strong is ‘Dress Parade’ at the Stan- 


ton, 
Estimates for This Week 

















| ‘Real Glory’ (UA) was away below 
iinet of the Queen Bess epic, brought 


é Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57-68)-~ 
| ‘Housekeeper’s Daughter’ (UA), 
3 9 9 Nice press buildup and _ word-of- 
|mouth helping Joan Bennett to 
| profitable $14,500. Will probably 
G ) | 0 jh.o.. Last week’s second sesh for 

} expectations with $7,100. 
| Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57-68)— 
| ‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB) (2d wk). 
| Continuing in the heavy sugar with 
$17,200 for round two. Opener, 
| which marked the world premiere 

| hefty $26,800, 

pon , Boston, Nov. 14. Earle (WB) (2,758; 32-42-57-68)-- 
First Love,’ ‘Drums Along Mo- | ‘Cat Canary’ (Par) and Hal Kemp's 
hawk’ and ‘Real Glory’ are running!orch. This swing-whodunit combo 
neck-and-neck this week, with holi-| jooks set for nice $24,000, just under 


day biz (Sat.) tilting the tallies the $24,300 snagged by ‘Blue Grass’ 
slightly. |(WB) and personal of Dead End 


Paramount ran ‘Rulers of the Sea’, Kj ae a9 
(Par) Friday midnight (10) for one} —— end ‘Ted Weems’ band last 
ns oniy, drawing fair|; pox (WB) (2.423: 32-42-57-68)-—— 
trade. . ‘First Love’ (U). ‘Latest Durbin 

Estimates for This Week ‘starrer is bringing in the femmes 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 25-50-35-40) and moppets and ringing up nifty 
—Golden Boy’ (Col) (2d run) and/ $16,600 at the wickets. ‘Roaring 
‘First War’ (20th) (reissue), dual,| Twenties’ (WB) chalked up $11.600 
with vaude, four days; and ‘Man | for five days of its second turn last 
News’ (Par) and ‘Girl Rio’ (Mono)! week. Plenty good. 


(both Ist run), double, three days.| Karlton (WB) 1,066; 32-42-57-68)-—— 





DURBIN SWEET 
$12,000 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 14. 

With Armistice Day holiday prov- 
ing a boon all along the line and a 
flock of ace attractions on tap, biz 
continues to keep its nose pointed 
upward, This week, however, a 
couple of the smaller houses are 
taking the play away from the de- 
luxers, with ‘First Love,’ at Fulton, 
and ‘Drums Along the Mohawk,’ at 
Alvin, running at the head of the 
pack. 

H.o.’s also doing fine. ‘Mr. Smith,’ 
moved to Senator after two husky 
weeks at Alvin, is giving that house 
a new record, while “Allegheny Up- 
| rising’ is doing all right for itself, too, 
lat the Warner following a good stan- 
|za at the Penn. Although well liked 
land accorded fine reviews, ‘Honey- 
moon in Bali’ isn’t doing so hot at| 
Stanley, and ‘Jamaica Inn,’ at Penn, 
is just SO-SO. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 








‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th). Action 
flicker, backed by couple of names 
and a best seller, geared for a great} 
| week. Will finish at $12,700 or bet-! 
, ter. which means second week. Big | 
billboard campaign for this one on| 
‘announced release date kept Alvin 
ifrom holding ‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) third 
| week after the $12,000 it did on sec- 
1 ond. 

| Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) | 
—First Love’ (U). Biggest Durbin | 
yet for this spot. Broke opening day | 


| 
| 
| 


house record, which is phenomenal | 


| considering fact that picture went in | 
| on only a day’s notice. It was slated 
}to siart Thursday (16), but house} 
yanked ‘Road Back’ (U) and ‘Hero! 
for a Day’ ‘(U) after only two days 
over weekend to paltry few hundred 
bucks, and shoved in ‘Love’ at over 
| $12,000 on way to new high. Last 
week, English twin feature horror 
bill of ‘Demon Barber’ and ‘Return 
of Frog’ all right at $4,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-35-50) 
—Jamaica Inn’ (Par), Drew mixed 
reception and will just about hold its 
own. Looks like around $11,000, or a 
| bit less. That's for six days, since 
| ‘Elizabeth and Essex’ (WB) comes in 
, Thursday (16) to keep the house set 
for a Thanksgiving Day getaway. 
week, ‘Allegheny Uprising’ 
| (RKO), on strength of world pre- 
;miere ballyhoo, clocked excellent | 
$16 500. 

Senator (Harris (1,800: 25-35-50) 
—Mr. Smith’ (Col). Moved here 
j after big fortnight at Alvin and still 
going strong. Will hit pretty close 
to $6,000, which is the best house has 
done since it opened under Harris 
banner a year ago. Stays here for 
janother week. Last week, ‘Quick 
Millions’ (20th) and ‘Escape’ (20th), 
| pretty terrible at $1.200. 

Stanley (‘WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Bali’ (Par). Crix went overboard 
for this bright McMurray-Carroll 


| burg is getting into stride. 





}comedy, but public isn’t picking it up 
| from there. 


' $10,000, 


Prospect is for around | 


which is just fair. House 


Heading for Fn ar OO ale .3 Last | ‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) (2d run). 
week, Road : lory’ (20th) (reissue) | Continues at its fast pace, with good 
and ‘House Terror’ (U) (Ist run) | $5,900 from all indications. Last 
Culling “Marines” pe a rity a week, ‘Pack srewhler (20th), anemic 
é Ss ve : L 2.400 fe +4 ays. 
and ‘Frontier Marshal’ (20th) (2d} eae Cres (1.870: $1-49-57-68) - 
> dual, Rey oy, $8.30. | ‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) (2d run) (2d 
BE ne Me tiuicees) ad “nak week). In its sixth week downtown, 
Up Troubles’ (20th), dual. Medium | but still plenty potent; 95,100. Last 
$5,500 indicated Last week, ‘On — not $8,200, almost a 
= At pede ae ge areal oe? MR 10use record, 
double 45.500." Money Ring’ (WB), Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57-68) 
Keith Memorial (RKO) (2 907: 95. —‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) (2d wk}. 
35-40-55)—'First Love’ \U) and “ie | Netting nice $11,700 for its h.o. after 
(U), double. Pulling strong for | Prsteaton (WB) caste oe ™ 
about $18,000. Last week, ‘Inter-/.,.~ » we oe fee 
mezzo’ (UA) (2d wk) and “Three | Dress Parade’ (WB). Dead End 
Sons’ (RKO) (ist wk). dual. for four | Kids’. latest vehicle looks like neat 
days; and ‘First Love” (U) ‘and ‘Rio’ | $6000. Better than last week's $4.700 
(U), dual, three days, dandy $17,500. | £0", "U-Boat 29° (Col), which started 
Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35-| Well but bogged down at the week's 
40-55)—‘Drums Along’ Mobawk’| ©?4: 
(20th) and ‘Busy Work’ (20th). All 


Ev. as week, Rowsing twenucs | BETTE NOISY $8,000 
dual, $15,000, fair. | AND TOPPING MEMPHIS 


dual, $15,000, fair. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Real Glory’ (UA) and ‘Scandal ese 
Memphis, Nov. 14. 
Lum and Abner knocked the 


Sheet’ (Col). Good $18,000 prom- 
ised. Last week, holdover of ‘Babes 
Arms’ (M-G) and ‘Grey Walls’ (Col), town for a loop in personals at the 
$15,000, good. Orpheum first four days of the 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797: 25-35-40- | week. Radio comics set a record for 
55) — ‘Torpedoed ’ (Alliance) and) actual attendance in abbreviated 
‘Pack Troubles’ (20th), dual, with stay without seriously affecting take 
one showing of ‘Rulers of Sea’ (Par),|at the four straight picture houses 
Will hit around $9,000, okay. Last, Metro’s ‘Miracles For Sale’ was 
week, ‘On Toes’ (WB) and ‘Smashing | screen companion to hillbilly duo 
Ring’ (WB), double, $8,000, fair. | onstage, 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538: 25-35-40-50) ‘Elizabeth and Essex’ is the big 
—Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th) (3d_ picture noise on Main street. Strici- 
run) and ‘Sabotage’ (Rep) (ist run).|ly class attraction, but rating good 
Looks like $6,500. Last week, ‘Bali’| play on strength of contrasting ap- 
(Par) and ‘Pride Bluegrass’ (WB) | peals of stars. Bette Davis gets in- 
(both 2d run), dual, $5,000. |tellectuals steamed up and Errol 
_, State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55)— | Flynn lures shop girls. ‘Cat and 
Real | Glory (UA) and ‘Scandal Canary’ is fairish at Malco Palace, 
Sheet’ (Col), dual. Around $13,000 | and ‘Eternally Yours’ in splitting an 
indicated, good. Last week, ‘Babes average week with ‘Fast and Furi- 
Arms’ (M-G) and ‘Grey Walls’ (Col) | ous’ at Loew’s 
(both 2d wk), $11,000, good. ; 





Orpheum’s comeback after several! 


bad weeks is periods highlight, even 
‘1. = ° though spot only open four da) Is 
Ist Love’ Hot $8,000, But dark until Saturday (18), when 
Connie Bennett comes in for two 
‘ ee 
Intermezzo’ Sour, Seattle | days. 
Seattle. Nov, 14. | Estimates for This Week 
ii cies teak cee ae Loew’s (Loew's) (2,600; 10-30-40)— 
; ith usual fall weather prevail- |. ternally Yours’ (UA). split with 
ing, meaning rains have come, this ‘Fast Furious (M-G) Will be lucky 
Stellar attracti "eg ‘ : to get $4,000. Last week, ‘Dancing 
PR aq aaa ~ —— a ae the Co-Ed’ (M-G) and ‘Stranger’ (20th), 
ks r eir davenports this split. $4,100, about as expected 
week, The greene] is doing a solo|~ Warner’s. (Barner (3 300: 10-30 
sans. stage, having ‘Elizabeth and | 4p. «mj;. ° as” Weesile 
Essex for plenty of attention. ‘First | ae +e see ee to acho $8.00 
Love is doing fine at Paramount, | .ye]] Last aaa ieees aeaae’ 
but ‘Intermezzo’ is poor at Fifth. | (wp) $4,700, very’ good Ruler ei 
’ ’ ’ r 


Estimates for This Week cumstances. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) Malco Palace (Lightman) (2,200: 
(850; 27-42)—‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) | 10-30-40)—‘Cat Canary’ (Par). In 


and ‘Bright Boys’ (U). Moveover for six days and trying for $4,000; 
from Fifth, looks for fair $2,500' okay. Last week, ‘Mr. Smith’ ‘Co!), 
here; last week, ‘Eternally Yours’ | sot big $7,500 after getting $2,500 in 
(UA) and ‘Under Pup’ (U), move-, three days of previous week. 
over fair $2,600, | Orpheum (Cullins-Evans) (2.800; 
Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 15-40-55)—‘Miracles. Sale’ (M-G) 
(1,900; 21-32 )—‘Lady Tropics’ (M-G) with Lum and Abner headlining 
and ‘Hotel Women’ (20th ), dualed in| show. Hung up sockeroo $8,000 in 
second run, Getting okay $3,100; four days. Last week, ‘Chan Reno’ 
Last week, ‘Feathers’ (UA) and/ (20th) and ‘International Circus’ en 
Quick Millions’ (20th), $2,400, fair, | stage, $4,100 in six days, poor. 


Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever-| Strand ‘Lightman) (1,000; 10-20- 
green) (2,349; 27-49)—‘Intermezzo’ | 30)—‘U-Boat "29° (Col) and “Hidden 


(UA) and ‘Busy Work’ (20th).! Power’ (Col) split. Average week 

Campaign nicely h:ndled, b't biz at $1,700. Last week, ‘Honeymocn 

very poor at $3,900. Last week.! Over’ (20th) and ‘High Grey Wo!! 
(Continued on page 59) | (Col), $1,600, fair. 
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Ritzes-'Sons’ Good 22146 in Frisco: 


Young-Niven Have B.0. at $10,000 


San Francisco, Nov. 14. 
Good holdovers at the Warfield 
and Orpheum, ‘Eternally Yours,’ at 
the United Artists, and the Ritz Bros. 


on stage at the Golden Gate, com- 
bine to up business generally this 
k. 

Ww Noise of clanking silver at the b.o.’s 
js loudest at the Golden Gate, where 
the three Ritzes are current. Backed 
by a superlative buildup campaign 
staged by Barney McDevitt and Ben 
Westland, including plenty of radio 
interviews, the freres Ritz are doing 
_ Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘Drums 
Mohawk’ (20th) and ‘Busy Work’ 
(20th). Should do $18,000, which is 

lenty sweet. Bigger ads and bill- 

oards helping. Last week, poor $11,- 
000 for ‘20,000 Men’ (20th) and ‘Main 
Street Lawyer’ (Rep). 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850 35-55- 
65) —Three Sons’ (REO) plus stage 
show headed by Ritz Bros. Sees 
$22,500, which is plenty bright. Last 
week, ‘Bookies Wept’ (RKO) plus 
vaude, fair $13,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) (3d wk) and ‘Wit- 
ness Vanishes’ (U) (1st wk). Head- 
ing for good $11,000. New second 
feature not being shown nights to 
give house bigger turnover. Last 
week ‘Smith’ and ‘Little Peppers’ 
(Col), socko $15,400, 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40) 
—‘Remember’ (M-G) and ‘Bad Little 
Angel’ (M-G). Forecasting nice 
$12,000 this week. Last week, poor 
$9,500 with ‘Espionage Agent’ (WB) 
and ‘Law Pampas’ (Par). 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40)— 
‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and ‘No 
Place Go’ (WB) (3d wk). Moved 
over from the Fox and now in third 
week here. Should do hefty $5,000. 
Last week, sweet $7,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-79) —‘Eternally Yours’ (UA). Set 
for an estimated $10,000 on first week 
of run, which is very good. Last 
week, ‘Intermezzo’ (UA), fair $5,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 30-40)— 
‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) and ‘Television 
Spy’ (Par) (4th wk). Rooney and 
Garland good for strong $8,000, which 
is aces for fourth week of bill. Last 
week, third, spiffy $10,000, 


ESSEX’, $11,500 
GOOD IN CINCY 





Cincinnati, Nov. 14. 

Cinema trade is off for the second 
straight week, yet the vaudfilm 
Shubert is piling up its season’s high 
and putting combo takes of ace 
houses back to near-normal after last 
week’s dip, which was preceded by 
a fortnight of okay biz. 
magnet is the ‘Folies Bergere’ stage 
revue, offered with ‘Too Busy To 
Work.’ 


Of the three screen sanctums hav-| 


ing fresh releases, the Palace is 
fronting on ‘Elizabeth and Essex.’ It 
is slightly ahead of ‘Disputed Pas- 
Sage, which is turning in a fair Albee 
mark. Keith’s has a no-dicer in ‘On 
Your Toes.’ 

Top holdover product money is be- 
ing fetched by ‘Mr. Smith,’ winding 
up a three-week second-run at the 
Capitol. Gross on the four-week 
Stretch is the best for any pic in 
Cincy in some time. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Dis- | 


Puted Passage’ (Par). Fair $10,500. 
Last week, ‘Intermezzo’ (UA), poor 
$9,000 


Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 35-42)—<‘Mr. | 


Smith’ (Col) (2d run) (3d wk). 
Swell $4,500 after last week's great 
$6,300. Just a shade under $40,000 
for the four-week engagement, which 
opened at the Albee. Best single pic 
take here in months. 
Family (RKO) (1,000: 


15-25)— 


‘Television Spy’ (Par) and ‘Witness | 


anishes’ (U), split with ‘Desperate 
Trails’ (U) and ‘Staircase’ (WB). 
Okay $2,200. Last week, ‘Man 
Couldn’t Hang’ (Col) and ‘Women 
Wind’ (WB), dual, good $2,600. 
_Keith’s (Libson) 
On Toes’ (WB), six days. Way off 
balance at $2,500, lightest take here 
B a long time. Last week, ‘Blondie 
aby’ (Col), fairly good $4,500. 














Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
co | re $1,712,700 
(Based on 27 cities, 184 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N.Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
* & Peer $1,668,300 
(Based on 26 cities, 172 theatres) 


BETTE - VAUDE 
TOP WASH. 
$19,500 


Washington, Nov. 14. 

With smash arty reviews getting 
the carriage trade, including some 
gray-haired customers who try to 
buy reserved seats, plus hefty bally 
wearing down the pop. element. 
‘Elizabeth and Essex’ is leading town 
at the Earle. ‘Remember,’ which rated 
nice notices, is a good second, with 
vaude, at Capitol. ‘Real Glory’ was 
launched at Palace with big doings 
attended by army officers of Military 
Order of the Caraboa, Philippine vet 
society, and more space was copped 
when officers presented house man- 
ager Angie Ratto with scroll to send 
to Sam Goldwyn, but bally isn’t 
yanking pic above fair gross. | 

Best moneymaker still is ‘Mr.| 
Smith,’ sailing into fourth downtown | 
week at Met on strength of contro- 
versy among both critics and Capitol 
Hill. With local angle helping, too, 
it looks good for another stanza, 
maybe two. 

Estimates for This Week 











Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) | 


—‘Remember’ (M-G) and _ vaude, 
headlining with Wally Vernon. Nice 
reviews and word of mouth getting 
solid $16,000. Last week, ‘Cat Canary’ 
(Par) and vaude), battled stiff oppo- 
sition for light $13,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
‘Beau Geste’ (Par) (2d run). Back 
on mainstem after disappointing 
week at Palace and will see average 
$4,500. Last week ‘Rains Came’ 
| (20th) (2d run), good $4,800. 
| Karle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB) ‘and vaude, 


Laughton, $8,500, Big 
In Denver and Holds 


Denver, Nov. 14. 
With every first-run but one above 
| average, ‘Drums Along Mohawk,’ at 
Denver, is taking most money, with 
‘Jamaica Inn,’ at Denham, also doing 
very well. Latter holds over, with 
‘Drums’ moving to Aladdin. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-35)—‘Mr. 
Smith’ (Col), after a week at the 
Denver. Strong $5,000. Last week, 
‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB), okay 
$3,500, after week at Denver. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—Circus’ (M-G) and ‘Full Confes- 
sion’ (RKO), after week at Or- 
pheum. Nice $3,000. Last week, 
‘Babes Arms’ (M-G), after two 
| weeks at Orpheum, good $3,500. 
| Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)— ‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par). Strong 
$8,500 and h.o.’s. Last week, ‘Dis- 
puted Passage’ (Par), okay $4,500 in 
second week. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40) — 
‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th). Very good 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Mr. Smith’ 
(Col), copped best money in town 
at $13,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
— ‘Allegheny’ (RKO) and ‘Co-Ed’ 
(M-G). Fair $7,300. Last week, 
‘Circus’ (M-G) and ‘Full Confession’ 
(RKO), nice $9,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Strange’ (20th) and ‘Little Peppers’ 
(Col). Nice $4,000 in sight. Last 
week, ‘Dust Destiny’ (WB) and ‘No 
Place Go’ (WB), strong $5,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Roar- 
ing Twenties’ (WB), after week at 
each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Scandal Sheet’ (Col). Getting fine 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Real Glory’ 
(UA), after a week at each the Den- 
ver and Aladdin, and ‘Heaven Fence’ 
(20th), same. 


DURBIN, 37,500, 
HIGHLIGHTS 
LVILLE 

















Louisville, Nov. 14. 

First-rate product is spread around 
pretty evenly on the current stanza. 
Returns are in the okay brackets, 
with ‘First Love,’ dualled at the Ri- 
alto holding lead over all opposish. 
Deanna Durbin pic is getting hice 
word-of-mouth, and wrapping up siz- 
able gross. ‘Elizabeth and Essex,’ at 





Sock notices and long-range bally 
nicking carriage trade and enough 


500. Last week, ‘Roaring Twenties’ | 





Shubert’s 


(WB) and Haley-Carlisle-Teagarden | 
revue, hung onto hefty $19,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55) —‘First 
Love’ (U) (2d wk). Best second 
| stanza of any Durbin pic yet, prob- 
Last week, big 


l|ably strong $9,000. 
| $11,500. 
Met (WB) 


(1,600; 25-40) — ‘Mr. | 


|ond week here after two at Earle is 
| holding toward beautiful $6,500. Last 
week, sock $9,500. 

| Palace (Loew) (2.242; 35-55)—‘Real 


| Glory’ (UA). Plenty bally along pa-| (\7-G) and ‘Scandal Sheet’ (Col), on 


| triotic lines, but week won't beat 
| fair $12,000. Last week, ‘Hollywood 


| Cavalcade’ (20th), won crix raves, | 


but died with poor $8,500. 


“JAMAICA’-DEAD ENDERS 
BIG $24,000 IN B’KLYN 


Brooklyn, Nov. 14. 
‘Jamaica Inn’ and ‘Dress Parade’ 
are doing tremendous biz at the Fa- 
| bian Fox in downtown sector. House 
is getting top attendance of all down- 
| town deluxers and plans to hold pair 


RKO Albee, with ‘20,000 Men a Year’ 

and ‘Rio,’ sees only so-so returns. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Albee (3,274; 25-35-50 — ‘Rio’ (U) 

| and ‘20,000 Men’ (20th). Okay $15,- 

| 000. Last week, ‘Hollywood Caval- 





(RKO), good $14,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘Jamaica Inn’ 
(Par) and ‘Dress Parade’ (WB). Ex- 
| cellent $24,000 in view and holdover. 


} 
| 


pop biz to lead town with swell $19,- | 


the Mary Anderson, also shaping up 


| okay, and ‘Cat and Canary,’ dualled | 


|at Strand is stepping out for good 
coin. 

‘Mr. Smith’ is riding along in sec- 
ond stanza at Brown, after move- 
over from Loew’s State. 


All downtown houses had Thurs- | 


L. A. Quiet, But ‘Smith's’ 3d Loud 
$19,500; ‘Intermezzo’ Neat $6,500, 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
ee EE 5 ccareaees $323,600 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Fe | eer rer $275,700 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


ETERNALLY’ OK 
510,500 IN 
DULL K.C. 


Kansas City, Nov. 14. 

Semi-holiday Saturday put an im- 
petus on weekend biz, but take 
along theatre row is following ordi- 
nary path of past couple of weeks. 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ is in the 
front rank along with ‘Eternally 
Yours.’ 

‘Roaring Twenties,’ winding up 
second week at the Newman, is hold- 
ing up well. 

Heavy rain Thursday (9) broke 
long dry spell. 

Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) opened Fri- 
day (10), putting houses back on 














weeks’ variation. Star and _ story 
value looking for nice $9,000. Last 
week ‘First Love’ (U) played eight 
days for take of $8,500, pleasing, but 
not robust. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Eternally Yours’ (UA) and ‘Fast 


Furious’ (M-G). Drawing good 
quota of higher comedy fans. Good 
$10,500. Last week, ‘At Circus’ 


(M-G) and ‘Bad Little Angel’ (M-G), 
only fair $9,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)—‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Opening week ¢ arted mildly, 
but built. This week, $5,500, satis- 
factory, after nice $7,500 for opening 
| week. 
| Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
| —‘Allegheny Uprising’ (RKO) and 
‘Full Confession’ (RKO). Draw here 
{is from the action fans and giving 
mild accounting at $6,000. Last week, 
‘Dust Destiny’ (WB) ad ‘Three 
Sons’ (RKO) got fairish $5,500 in six 
days. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,050; 10-25)— 
‘Busy Work’ (20th) with ‘Barnyard 
Follies’ revue on stage. Average 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Rio’ (U) with 





day opening, with exception of Mary | ‘parisian Gayeties’ revue on stage, 


Anderson, which stuck to usual Fri- 


| day unveiling. | 


Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s- Fourth Avenue) 
and ‘Grey Walls’ (Col). Maintaining 
fair pace after moveover from | 
Loew's State. Will likely hit fair} 
$1,800. Last week, ‘Babes Arms’ 





third downtown week, 
good $2,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Name Only’ (RKO) and ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ (20th). 
located on main stem and copped 
| Armistice Day biz from 
‘crowds. Will nab around $1,600, oke. 
Last week, ‘Star Maker’ (Par) and 
‘Champ’ 





$1,500. 
Leew’s State (Loew's) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘“ternally Yours’ (UA) and 


‘Fast Furious’ (M-G). Nothing start- 


ling in sight from this pair, but gen- | 


'eral pace is consistent. Windup looks 
to be around $6,000, oke. Last week, 
‘At Circus’ (M-G) and ‘Bad Angel’ 


$7,500, slightly under expectations. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
| 15-30-40 )— ‘Elizabeth Essex’ 
, Bette Davis packing plenty of b.o. 
/ punch and pulling class trade. Single 
|pie policy appeals strongly to large 
|sector of this town’s patrons, par- 


(1,500; 35-42)—/ cade’ (20th) and ‘Full Confession’ | ticularly when the film is of high 


| quality. Currently pacing for good 
| $6,500. Last week ‘Roaring Twenties’ 
| (WB), second week, good $3,500. 

| Rialte (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 


Lyric (RKO) (1.400; 35-42)—‘Roar- | Last week, ‘U Boat 29’ (Col) and | 15-30-40)—‘First Love’ (U) and ‘Call 


ne fst seseag 4 (WB). 
™m Palace f y 

$3.00. or second week. N.s.h. 
(RKO), nice $4,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600; 35-42) —‘Eliz- 
a Essex’ (WB). Fairly good 
11,500. Last week, ‘Roaring Twen- 
ties (WB), eight days. fair $11.500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 40-60)— 

usy Work’ (20th) and ‘Folies Ber- 
Sere’ revue. Season’s best at $19,000, 
topping previous high marks 
Rochester and Martha Raye. Last 


week, “Bright Boys’ (U) and Con-! 


stance Bennett, n.g. $12,500. 


Met (3.618; 25-35-50) — “Thunder 
Dropping to $12,500, n.g. Last week, 
‘Women’ (M-G) and ‘Challenge’ (FA) 

| (2a wk), okay $14,000. 
Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Dis- 

puted Passage’ (Par) and ‘On Toes’ 

(WB) (2d wk). Okay %14,000. Last 

week, good $16,500. 

Strand (2,870; 25-35-40)—Calling 





! 


;eign). Open today (Tuesday, Last 
week, ‘Maginot Line’ (Ind) and 
'‘Woman Judge’ (Col), good $5,000. 


Transferred | ‘Drew Staircase’ (WB), nice $14,000.| Messenger’ (RKO). Deanna Durbin’s 


| strength displayed from opening and 


Last week, ‘Flying Deuces’! Aftoat’ (M-G) and ‘Hero Day’ (U).| should clock robust $7,500. Last week 


‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) and ‘Little Ac- 
i cident’ (U}, fair $6,600. 

| Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
| 15-30-40)—‘Cat Canary’ (Par) and 
| ‘Full Confession’ (RKO). Favorable 
|notices and nice word-of-mouth 
|} pushing Bob Hope mystery pic to 
bumper figure. Auxiliary ‘Confes- 


by | Marines’ (Rep) and ‘Dead Men (For- | sion’ stacking up likewise as potent 


stuff. Aiming at fine $3,600. Last 
week, ‘20,000 Men’ (20th) and ‘Heaven 
Fence’ (20th), medium $3,000. 


held up to} 
House strategically | 
street | 


(M-G) reissue), all right} 


|for second week and possibly third.| (M-G), highlighted town for good | 


CWB). | 


| same figure. 


| Smith’ (Col) (2d run) (2d wk). Sec-| (1,000: 15-30-40)—‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) | Bennett ‘Cavell 
, | - 


N.G. 126, Cleve.: 
Remember, 116 


Cleveland, Nov. 14. 

Pre-holiday lull is already here, 
i} but rising employment figures in 
| tool-making factories as result of 
| war are keeping all grosses up to 
|satisfactory marks. ‘Drums Along 
| Mohawk,’ beating the sweetest b.o. 
music for Hipp’s ears, going so big 
that house is debating h.o. and then 
third week at Allen. 


| stanzas, but handicapped by poor 
|}opening. ‘Remember,’ at State, get- 


| ting steady trade, while both ‘Roar- | 


|ing Twenties’ and ‘Jamaica Inn,’ at 
| Allen and Stillman, respectively, are 
| very punchy holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,120; 10-29-35) 
|-—‘Witness Vanishes’ (U) and ‘Calling 
| Marines’ (Rep). Okay $1,200. Last 
| week, ‘Little Peppers’ (Col) and 
‘Satbotage’ (Rep), nice $1,400. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) 
|—‘*Roaring Twenties’ (WB). Possi- 
| bility of smart $5,000 on shoveover 
,from Hipp. Last week, ‘Mr. Smith’ 
| (Col), in a third ride, galloped in 
| with excellent $7,000. 
| Cirele (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 
|—*Real Glory’ (UA) (2d run). House 
{shifting into second-runs for a spell, 
but worthwhile in this case; $3,000, 
or better, in sight. Last week, ‘In- 
termezzo’ (UA) (2d run), also was 
hefty, $3,200. 


regular opening day after several | 


Duet of Constance Bennett per- | 
sonal and ‘Nurse Edith Cavell’ is do- | (Col). 
ing better than Palace’s last two | 
| ‘Road Glory’ (20th) (revival), mild 


‘Mikado’ Helps ‘Carters’ to 1446 


Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 
No sensational takes this week, but 
newcomers are faring well and hold- 
overs are more than holding their 
own. ‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ is 


heading for sweet $27,000 at the day- 
date State and Chinese, while Selz- 
nick’s ‘Intermezzo’ should reap neat 
$6,500 on first stanza at Four Star. 

Paramount, with the only other 
newcomer, is depending mostly on its 
stage show for draw, and is benefit- 
ing accordingly. Holdovers included 
‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) at the day- 
date Warner houses, and ‘Mr. Smith’ 
(Col), at the RKO and Pantages. 

Estimates for This Week 
Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518: 30-40- 
55-75 )—Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th) 
(6th week) and ‘The Escape’ (20th) 
dual. Following six weeks’ run at 
Four Star, ‘Cavalcade’ moved here, 
coupled with a 20th B pic, with biz 
warranting moved for neat $2,200. 
Last week, final stanza of ‘Black- 
mail’ (M-G) and ‘Fast Furious’ (M- 
G), excellent $1,600. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75 )—‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) 
and ‘Busy Work’ (20th). Showing 
improved tone this week, with take 
figured around $11,000, good. Last 
week, ‘Eternally Yours’ (UA) and 
‘Pack Troubles’ (20th), so-so $8,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and 
‘Bluegrass’ (WB) (2d week). Usual 
drop on holdover stanza, but good 
for likely $6,200. First week, neat 
$10,500. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA)—'‘Intermez- 
zo’ (UA), First Selznick production 
at this house in a long time, showing 
better than ordinary results with 
neat $6500 in view for opening 
| stanza. Last week. final (6th) stanza 
| Of ‘Cavalcade’ (20th), satisfactory 
| $2,000 on six days. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55- 
| 65)—‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB) and 
| ‘Bluegrass’ (WB) (2d wk). Will hit 
| around $5,000 on holdover. which is 
good, after first week’s $9,800. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 30-40-55)— 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) (3d wk) and ‘Be- 
hind Prison Gates’ (Col). Hitting 
merry clip on third stanza for around 
$10,000, and goes into fourth week. 
Second week surprised with better 
than $13,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3.595: 30-40-55) 
—‘Neighbors Carters’ (Par) and stage 
show. Most of draw credit attrib- 
uted to condensed version of all- 
Negro musical, ‘Mikado—In Swing,’ 
with okay $14,500 in sight, aided by 
Armistice Day and couple of pre- 
views. Last week, ‘Jamaica Inn’ 
(Par) and vaude, hit $14,700, very 
satisfactory. 

RKO (2,872: 30-40-55)—‘Mr Smith’ 
| (Col) (3d wk) and ‘Behind Prison 
| Gates’ (Col) (3d wk) adding another 
| big $9,500 after second produced big 
| $12.500. Runs fourth stanza. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2.414: 30-40-55- 
|75)—‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th) and 

Busy Work’ (20th). Hitting good 
|clip for likely $16,000. Last week, 
‘Eternally Yours’ (UA) and ‘Pack 
Troubles’ (20th), not hot. $9.600. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2.100: 30- 
40-55 ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ (20th) 
| (6th wk) and ‘Escane’ (20th). House 
| day-dating currently with Carthay 
| Circle on moveover of ‘Cavalcade,’ 
| with very good $4.000 probablv an- 
|swer. Last week, Circus’ (M-G) and 
‘Co-Ed’ (M-G). weak $2300. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 30-40-55- 
65—‘Eternallv Yours’ (UA) and ‘Pack 
| Trouble’ (20th). Soloing on move- 
| over, with around $4,300 in sight, not 
big. Gast week, ‘Circus’ (M-G) and 
| ‘Co-Ed’ (M-G), okay $4,000. 








Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
& ‘Drums Mohawk’ (20th). Highly 
geared for at least $14,000, which is 
| Juicy enough to rate another clip. 
Last week, ‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB), 
clicked $12,000, over average. 


| Lake (Warner) (800; 15-25)—'Be- 


ware, Spooks’ (Col) and ‘Gray Walls’ 
Getting $2,700, all right. Last 
week, ‘Man Could Hang’ (Col) and 


| $2,400. 
| Palaee (RKO) (3.200: 30-35-42-55) 
|—‘Nurse Cavell’ (RKO) and Con- 
, Stance Bennett in vaude. Latter is 
weakest item,scaring males away 
with femme fashion show. Indicates 
| only $12,000, so-so because of heavy 
| overhead. Last week ‘On Toes’ (WB) 
| and Joe E. Brown unit. n.g. $11,500. 
| State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
| —‘Remember’ (M-G). Quite a con- 
| trast to Greer Garson’s ‘Mr. Chips,’ 
| but getting satisfactory $11,000 for 
| six days. Run cut down for Thurs- 
| day (17) opening of ‘Disputed Pas- 
|sage (Par). Last week, ‘Jamaica Inn’ 
(Par), divided top honors with Hipp, 
corralling nice $12,000. 
| Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972: 30-35-42- 
|55)—‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par). No trouble 
'for this moveover to garner fine 
| $5,000 after fine draw at State. Wast 
week, ‘Babes Arms’ (M-G), on third 
shift, $4,500, bright 
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and these hottest of names from radio: 


KAY KYSER’S BAND featuring _ 
-GINNY SIMMS -HARRY BABBITT 
SULLY MASON - ISH KABIBBLE 


relate | : 


“The College of Musical Knowledge” 


Produced and directed. by DAVID BUTLER 


Seréen Play by William Conselman and James V. Kern. 





a 






















_, Weltaeetar. November _ 15, 1939 TTT TT |... \ Sn is J 


| pits Cah a. RG 


A NATIONAL EVENT 
THE AIRE ccs, 0» mons coo. 


AND THE WHOLE NATION WILL BE LISTENING TO 
| HIS HOMECOMING PARTY AT ROCKY MOUNT, N. C., 
| WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15th! 


Kay Kyser broadcasting his regular program over the NBC Red Network of 104 
stations at 10 P.M....and at midnight an NBC Special Feature broadcast over 
WJZ and a coast-to-coast Blue Network of the monster celebration! ... PICTURE 
PRESENTATION AT TWO THEATRES! ... Barn dance for 10,000 at gigantic tobacco 
warehouse! .. . State and municipal dignitaries, societies and clubs . . . parades, 
welcomes, dinners, big doings of all kinds! 


WHAT A SEND-OFF FOR “THE OLD PROFESSOR’S” FIRST PICTURE... . 
OPENING PRE-RELEASE IN SCORES OF FIRST RUNS FOR THANKSGIVING! 
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DENNIS O’KEEFE - EDWARD aque - 
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Irregular Sailings Prompt Foreign 
Film Shipments Into New Schedules 





To eliminate present confusion re- 
garding how motion picture films 
should be shipped to Europe under 
present wartime conditions and the 
new Embargo Act, traffic represen- 
tatives of all principal distributors 
will huddle some time this week to 
work out a standard arrangement. 

Situation developed because of ir- 
regular arrival and departure of 
boats taking product to France and 
England. It also was due to the 
elimination of old means of trans- | 
portation because of stringent regu- 
lations laid down in the new em-|} 
bargo statute. Formerly American | 
boats were used. Even though sev- | 
eral of these may be transferred to | 
Panamanian registry, it seems doubt- 
ful if picture companies will make 
use of them because of possible dan- 
ger to cargo. 

Idea of foreign departments is to 
work out some uniform plan where- 
by majors and indies will be able to 
maintain a steady flow of product to 
British and French markets. 

Presently, docks are piled up with 
material awaiting shipment to Eu- 
rope. This condition prevails with 
films to a certain extent because ship- 
pers don’t know just when they can 
get the necessary boat to take prod- 
uct across. Setup is further com> | 
plicated by the fact that most ships 
take three or more days longer for 
ordinary five or six-day crossings. 
This further slows up arrival of 
prints abroad. 

Traffic departments want some 
sort of agreement as to how ship- 
ments shall be handled in the future. 
They are hopeful of getting more | 
complete data also on when they 
can be sure of ships leaving for the 
continent. British boats may have 
to be used, even though they belong 
to a belligerent nation, simply be- 
cause of reasonable safety and steady 
sailings. 

Suggested plan to use the Atlantic 
Clipper service is barred by the 
charges being excessive. Even news- 
reels trim all footage to a minimum 
when using plane shipments abroad. 


Gov't Aid for Pic Prod. 
In N. S. Wales Seen Out 
Due to War Expenses 


Sydney, Oct. 24. 











New Jap Quota 


Tokyo, Oct. 20. 


Foreign pictures will be placed un- | 


der a distribution quota by the en- 
forcement of the new film law. For- 
eign distributors must apply to the 


|Home Minister by Oct. 31 each year 
| in regard to the amount of films they 


desire to distribute during the suc- 
ceeding year. 

The first application for the dis- 
| tribution next year will be made the 
|'end of this month. It’s understood 
_the allotment will be based on the 
|number of films brought in by dis- 
tributors in the past three years, 





ODEON DEAL ON 


AGAIN WITH PAR 


ee 


London, Nov. 14. 

Deal for the Odeon circuit to take 
over operation of Paramount houses 
in England is reported on again. 
Looks like takeover might be set by 
Christmas. 

Negotiations for Odeon to operate 
Paramount houses in England were 
started about three months ago, but 
temporarily halted after the out- 
break of war. Both sides then agreed 
to postpone negotiations until the- 
atre business became more settled, 





MEXICO EYES SO. AMERICA 


Industry in Drive to Get Film Biz 
Below Equator 








Mexico City, Nov. 14 

Mexican pic producers are in a 
determined drive for biz in South 
America. They are organizing a 
central exchange here for the selec- 
tion of the best home pix and are 
assigning agency men to key spots 
in South America. 

Decline of the European market, 
one of the factors prompting U. S. 
producers to look to a concentration 
on Latin American distribution, is 
believed a recent factor in the Mex 
drive. 

New Mex Studios 

Monterey, brewing, industrial and 





Looks as though local production 
during the war will have to be 
backed privately. Regarded certain 
that government of New South 
Wales will nix any coin advance to | 
home producers as planned some | 
months ago. Reason seen is the con- 
centration on war defense. 

It had been figured that an ad-| 
vance of $200,000 would be made to 
units of repute in order to maintain 
a regular production schedule. 

Said to be interested in coin ad- 
vance are Cinesound, National, and 
Charles Chauvel. Understood that 
Cinesound will continue production 
under Ken G. Hall, but no announce- 
ment has been made in respect to 
National and Chauvel. Hinted that 
the latter two will be forced to fore- 
#0 production unless private finance 
is forthcoming. 


DIAZ, JR., STILL DOESN'T 
LIKE SCENES IN ‘JUAREZ’ 


Mexico City, 
(WB), 








Nov. 14 


*Juarez’ which was the sub- 


ject of litigation started last summer | 


by Ing. Porfirio Diaz, Jr., local civil 
engineer, who claimed that the pic 
does wrong by his late father, Presi- 
dent Diaz of Mexico, 
the courts of this land. Though Diaz 
didn’t get to first base with his com- 
plaint against ‘Juarez’ to the federal 
attorney general, he isn’t discour- | 
aged. He has filed suit against War- 
ners in the penal branch of the sec- | 


ond district court here, demanding | 


that the tribunal order the producers 
to rectify certain biz in the pic to 
which the plaintiff objects 

How Diaz’s demands can be mét is 
a puzzle. He admits that ‘Juarez,’ 
as it is now being exhibited in 
Mexico, is free of the scenes to which 
he objects. 
is being shown in the U.S.A. as it 
was made. He wants the Mexican | 
court to order the pic cleared of all 
things he doesn’t like. 

The court has agreed to see what 
it can do about accommodating Senor 
Diaz. 


| border, 


ig still before | 


But he contends, the pic |} 


tourist center near the east Texas 
is soon to have pic studios. 

They are being arranged for early 
opening by Salinas, Zarate & Eli- 
zondo, pic producers-exhibitors of 


| Monterey. 





Wallas Comedy Opens To 


NG Reception in London 


London, Nov. 14. 
‘His Majesty’s Guest,’ light comedy 
starring Tom Wallas, opened to poor 
reception Nov. 7 at the Shaftesbury. 
Production possesses an anemic 
plot, and is unlikely 1 to! last long. 


Quite the Thing 





Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

‘Irene,”, a good old British 
play, starts shooting today 
(Tues.) at RKO with the good 
old British press correspondents 
invited to a good old British tea. 

Producer-director is Herbert 
Wilcox, and Anna Neagle heads 
the cast. 











Hungary Cuts 
U.S. Imports 
Of Pix In Half 


Budapest, Nov. 1. 

After much discussien and conjec- 
ture in trade circles, Ministry of 
Commerce and the National Bank 
have at last come to decision on film 
imports during the current year. Pe- 
riod covers 12 months, from last July 
1 to June 30, 1940. During this pe- 
riod 73 American features are being 
allowed to be imported. This is about 
50% less than in recent years. Allot- 
ments are as follows: 

Metro, 17; Fox, 15; Paramount, 8; 
Warners, 8; Universal, 8; RKO, 8; 
Other distributors, 9. 

These figures include 21 films al- 
ready imported or censored since 
July 1. 

The National Bank will release 
$70,000 for American imports, this 
sum being about half of that origi- 
nally contemplated before the out- 
break of the war. Exhibitors are re- 
lieved by the decision, since there 
had been some apprehension that 
imports would be still further cur- 
tailed or entirely cancelled. 

Imports from France will be re- 
duced to 26 features, also about half 
the number of those of the previous 
year, while no more than three films 
are to be imported from England. 
Number of German pictures to be 
imported has not been fixed yet, but 
it will be in proportion to the num- 
ber of Hungarian features allowed 
to enter Germany. Since there ap- 
pears to be a shortage of product in 
the Reich, it is probable that a great- 
er number of German versions will 
be made in Hungary than hereto- 
fore, and that in consequence, im- 
port figures from that country will 
be somewhat higher than 50% of last 
year’s, 

Russian product, strictly taboo up 
till now, will probably be shown in 
Hungary for the first time. Korona, 
reconstructed firm of distributors, 
proposes to import six strictly non- 
propaganda comedy features, but 
permission is still pending. 








Single Features to Save 


—_—— 


Sydney, Oct. 24. 
Should a product shortage hit 
Australia, in the event of a long war, 


managements would introduce a 
single-feature policy to conserve 


stocks. 
Similar plan has been talked of in 





England. 








London In War Time 








London, Nov. 1 
Holborn Empire resident show 
opens Nov. 6 and is in for six weeks 
with option. Headliners are Bebe 
Daniels, Ben Lyon, Tommy Trinder, 
Maurice Colleano Family and Syd 
Seymour band. 











Sandy Powell's show, ‘Can You 
| Hear Me Mother,’ opens Nov. 6 at 
the Coliseum. This will make eight 
shows in the West End, of which this 
is to be the third new one. One of 
the numerous provincial revues tour- 
| ing on percentage since the begin- 
ning of the war, it has been doing 
better business than before the hos- | 
tilities. 





There are 23 American vaudeville 
acts playing here. More than a score 
went back when war was declared. 








Sybil Thorndike is chairman of a 
committee to arrange weekly enter- 
tainments for military hospitals un- 
der the auspices of the Entertain- 
ments National Service Association. 





Maisie Ayling (Mrs. Sydney Hy- 
man) and Margery Binner among 
| stage folk doing Red Cross work. 


Bernstein’s Eash Ham and Clap- 
ham deluxers, which 
vaudeville when war broke out, is 
returning to vaudfilm policy. 
wise Hyams Bros.’ 
| Troxy and State. 
budgeted. 


two houses, 
Acts will be low 





First mobile cinema for the enter- 
tainment of troops has gone to 
France. Permission has been ob- 
tained to send along one cameraman 
from each of five newsreel concerns 
—Gaumont-British, Movietone, Para- 
mount, Universal and Pathe. All 
they will be able to take will be 
silent films. One sound van is leav- 
ing shortly to work in conjunction 
with the five companies. Whatever 
footage is taken is to be shared by 
the five concerns, 





Ivor Novello has written a new 
marching song, ‘We’ll Remember.’ 
He composed ‘Keep the Home Fires 
Burning,’ one of the popular ditties 
of the last war. 





Tom Arnold will have nine pan- 
tomimes this year for the big pro- 
| vincial towns, particularly since 
thousands of children have been 
| evacuated, 





Product Seen in Aussie | 


discontinued | 


Like- | 
the |; 


But Not Enough 


Plenty of For oreign Film Production 


Quality for the U.S. 





Shaw’s ‘Barbara’ Set 


es Nov. 1 

Gabriel Pascal has set Nov. 
start shooting ‘Major Barbara’ at 
Lead to be played by Robert Mor- 
ley, instead of Sir Cedric Hard- 
wicke, who was first skedded, with 
Wendy Hiller in title role, Marie 
Lohr and Sybil Thorndike also have 
lead roles, 

This starts the threesome of Shaw’s 
plays, the other two being ‘Doctor's 
Dilemma’ and ‘Devil's Disciple,’ 
which may be done in that order. 
Morley and Miss Hiller are signed 
for the trio, 


MONOPOLY EASE 
‘SURE’ IN ITALY 


Rome, Nov. 14. 

While officially denied that there's 
any intention of easing the basic 
rules of Italy’s film monopoly, it's 
reported that changes continue to be 
unavoidable. Belief is that in order 
to avert a stringent product short- 
age at home foreign pictures must 
be obtained. Since France, Britain 
and Germany have reduced produc- 
tion to almost nil, the U. S. continues 
to loom as the major source for im- 
ports. 

First-run showcases here and in 
larger cities are not feeling the pinch 
as much as nabe houses, where pro- 
grams change often and dualers ex- 
ist. 
try could produce 
year, 








this is rated less than half of 


increased activity, the industry 
leaves much to be desired from the 
standpoint of its films appealing 
abroad. 

Italian producers believe bigger 
and better films, and more of them, 
are in prospect. On the quantitative 
angle, 90 to 100 features is in pros- 
pect, with government aid helping to 
accelerate the pace. 

While quality of Italian films is 
improving, it isn’t doing so at the, 
rate of other European nations, par- 
ticularly France. Few people in the 
industry believe that production | 
under government subsidy can fill 
local quantity needs. 

Roberto Dandi, director general of 
Industrie Cinematografiche Italiane, 
Mussolini's film producing outfit, ar- 
rived in New York last week 
parently to sound out American dis- 
tributors regarding resumption of 
operations in Italy. 


‘Mice’, ‘Women’ Help Up | 


Scandinavian Show Biz 


Copenhagen, Nov. 1. 

Theatre business, which fell off | 
badly in Scandinavian countries dur- 
ing the early days of the Soviet 
threat, has recuperated considerably 
and is near normal now. 

Among stage plays experiencing 
excellent business are three Ameri- 
can works, ‘Of Mice and Men,’ 











cur- 


to ‘The Hero of the Town’) in Oslo. 
Mice’ is slated for production shortly 
at the Royal Dramatic Theatre. 
Stockholm, considered an honor for 
any play. It did very well in Copen- | 
hagen last season. 


‘Chips’ OK in Cape Town 


Capetown, Oct. 4. 

Pix pulling good grosses in Cape- 
town are as follows: 

‘Mikado’ (U), ‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G), 
‘Castles’ (RKO), ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par), ‘Juarez’ (WB), and ‘Lambeth 
Walk.’ 











‘Feathers’ Shanghai Click 
Shanghai, Oct. 12. 
B. o. hits recently include ‘Dodge 


15 to | 


Denham studios for Charles Woolf. | 


Though the Italian film indus- | 
100 features a | 


what the exhibitors need. Even with 


ap- | 


rently in Oslo and Gothenberg; ‘The 
Women,’ in Copenhagen, and ‘The | 
| Whole Town Is Talking’ (translated 





With foreign films cut off by the 
war in Europe, importers here are 
seeking product from new and viriu- 
ally untapped centers, They are ex. 
|periencing no shortage as yet, be- 
cause of the backlog of films on hand, 
but under present conditions will be- 
gin to feel the pinch in four to six 
months, 

Inquiries by the importers reveal 
that many nations throughout the 
world are making a surprising num- 
ber of pictures each year. Difficulty 


is, of course, that too many are not 
good enough or unsuited for the 
American market, There is always 
a feeling among the film men, howe 
ever, that a ‘sleeper’ might material- 
ize, 

Among countries making a large 
number of pictures and seeking a 
market in U. S. is India. About 100 
pictures a year are produced in Bom. 
bay, most of them running from 12 to 
115 reels, 

About 40 pix a year are made in 
the Philippines, 120 in Japan, six in 
Brazil, 60 in Argentina, 40 or less in 
Mexico, 24 in Cuba, two or three in 
South Africa, and an undetermined 
number now in Spain. 





Deane’s Par Censorial 
Duties Designed To 
Preserve Foreign B.0. 








Albert Deane last week relin- 
quished the responsibilities of pub- 
| licity-advertising director so that he 
could serve full time as _ liaison 
|executive between the foreign de< 
partment and the production depart- 
| ment at Paramount. In this capacity, 
| which he has handled for a number 


} . - 
|of years, he will contiriue as an as- 


sistant to John W. Hicks, Jr. Deane’s 
title will be that of manager of the 
censorship division, 


George Fraser, who was switched 
| from the domestic publicity to handle 
| foreign publicity about two months 
ago, was Officially designated foreign 
| publi city-ad manager last week. Bulk 
| of his activity, it is understood, will 
| be on foreign publicizing since for- 
|eign advertising has been virtually 
|eliminated as an economy move in 

recent months, A few foreign trade 

| paper ads are about all that’s 
| handled, Fraser moves up to the spot 
| left vacant by the transfer of Charles 
Gardner to publicity on the Coast. 


; Because of numerous pitfalls con- 
| fronting producers in making pice 
| tures under present wartime condi- 
tions, the pre-production trims done 
by film companies to prevent possible 
bannings or censorship difficulties in 
' the foreign market have taken on 
| added importance. Workable liaison 
between the foreign department and 
production department is regarded as 
a real money-saver because it 
eliminates useless shooting, reedit- 
ing and trimming of the finished 

production, 





6 ITALIAN FILMS WIN 


VENICE FETE AWARDS 


Rome, Nov. 1. 

Awards for the Seventh Film Bi- 
ennial at Venice have been made to 
six Italian films. Foreign product 
exhibited at the show in jate August 
was completely ignored in handing 
out the prizes because all the for- 
eign judges scrammed home with 
the outbreak of war. It was there- 
fore decided to postpone awarding of 
such prizes until they could stage 
another get-together. 

Meanwhile, the Mussolini Cup for 
the best Italian film went to ‘Abuna 
Messias,’ 
‘Montevergine’ and the cup of the 
Minister of Popular Culture was 
given to ‘Il Sogno di Butterfly’ 
(The Song of the Butterfly’). 

Medals for Italian technic and di- 
rection went to ‘Fiamme Verdi’ 
(‘Green Flames’), ‘Criniere al Vento’ 
(‘Manes Flying in the Wind’), and 











City’ (WB), ‘Four Feathers’ (UA), 
‘Man About Town’ (Par), ‘Juarez’ 
(WB), Man in Iron Mask’ (UA), 
Bachelor Mother’ (RKO), ‘Rose of 
Washington Square’ (20th), ‘Good! 
| Girls go to Paris’ (Col), ‘Daughters | 
Courageous’ (WB), and ‘Midnight’ | 


(Par). i 


‘Il Pianto delle Zitelle’ (‘The Tears 
of a Young Woman’). Ubalade 
Arata was medaled for his work in 
‘Ultima Giovenezza’ (‘The Lest 
Youth’). 











the Fascist Cup went to ~ 
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Gallic Show Biz Actively Engaged 
Entertaming Army ‘Somewhere 


Paris, Nov. 2. 

Giving an encore of its highly sat- 
isfactory 1914-18 performance, show 
biz in all its varied forms is stepping 
up activity in presenting entertain- 
ment to the khaki-clad ‘somewhere 
in France. An imposing list of 
screen, stage, variety, radio aud con- 
cert hall names have wholcheaitedly 
offered their services. 

Many of the mobilized names are 
organizing whatever talent they can 
unearth in their own comoanies or 
regiments to provide enteria’nment. 
Femme stars and unmobilized male 
entertainers have leaped in with 
equal zeal but their aid is on a more 
national, more varied scale. Cash 
returns are being used to equip 
ambulances, aid families of the more 
indigent soldiers and to purchase 
little luxuries for the boys in the 
front lines. 

Aid from show biz is also forth- 
coming in other ways. Many are 
making cash contributions, others 
have joined voluntary service units. 
Still others are making propaganda 
speaking and acting tours. Many 
have organized charity services for 
the families of the mobilized, in- 
cluding low-priced meals. 

Guitry No. 1 ‘Angel’ 

Sacha Guitry has been the army’s 
best ‘angel’ to date, He recently 
ushered in the legit season at the 
Madeleine and all Paris, seemingly, 


was there. Together with receipts, 
sale of autographs and donations, 


the show netted 180,000 francs (nearly 
$4,000), or enough to purchase four 


ambulances for the French Red 
Cross. 

The Comedie Francaise, govern- 
ment-sponsored theatre, has been 


benefit matinees every few 
Rene 


giving 
days. 


In France ; Guitry as No. 1 “Angel 





Alexandre and Mary | 


Marquet, of the Comedie Francaise; | 


Andre Bauge, of the Opera; Fran- 
cOise Rosay and Suzy Solidor have 
(Continued on page 62) 





175 Out of 350 Cinemas 
Are Reopened in Paris; 
Amus. B.0.s Improve 


Paris, Nov. 2. 

Although show biz hasn’t assumed 
a normal status by a long shot, it’s 
gradually returning to a more pros- 
perous level with the return to the 
Capital of many evacuees. 

Of 350 cinemas, including nabe 
houses and deluxers, functioning in 
normal times, about 175 have already 
been reopened. Also, music halls, 
legit theatres and niteries are also 
showing increasing signs of life. 

Cinemas are doing a landoffice biz, 
Particularly because it’s the most in- 


expensive form of entertainment in 


these times of enforced economy. 

Paris is more fortunate than other 
cities in that the closing hour is 
now 11 p.m. In cities such as Nancy, 
Lyons and Boulogne the lights-out 
Signal is given at 8:30. Lille and 
Toulouse shut their cinemas at 11 
p.m. 

Music Halls’ 3:ig P.eems 
fusic halls came into their own 


‘ith a bang last week (27) with a 


double reopening, at the ABC and | 


the European. B.o. returns of both 
premieres were turned over to war 
time charities. 


The Concert Mayol has a new 
show, the second of the season. 
Another milestone towards the 


normalization of Paris’ night life is 
Henri Varna’s announcement that 
the Casino de Paris will reopen its 
doors in mid-November. Josephine 
Baker and Maurice Chevalier will 
top the program. 

Several other music halls will re- 
Open shortly. 
lock the front door in a fortnight 
with a revue by Mare Cab, with 
Dandy and Vivienne Gosset. The 
Bobino, Empire, Etoile and Bouffes 
Parisiennes also are slated to un- 
hutter, their premiere dates being 
inannounced. 


’ 





COSTLY DELAYAL 


6 Hurt, 22 Held in Mex. City Riot 
Caused by Late Curtain 


Mexico City, Nov. 14. 

That Mexico is no longer the ‘land 
of manana’ (tomorrow) was demon- 
strated by a riot in which six per- 
sons were injured and 22 arrested at 
the Palace of Fine Arts (National 
theatre) here when the impresario 
failed to start promptly the special 
show, a Spanish drama, that had 
been announced for 9 p.m. When 9 


same and the curtain remained down, | 


trouble began. 


It took two wagonloads of cops, | 


some armed with tear-gas guns, to 
restore peace. At 11 p.m., when the 
impresario announced that it would 
take at least another half hour to 
open the show, the police made him 
refund the price of tickets. 


Precedent Upset 
As London Legit: 





Gets Sunday OK 


London; Nov. 14. 
Legit theatres have scored one of 
their biggest victories with the un- 
conditional decision of the govern- 
ment to open theatres on Sunday. 
Verdict is expected to go into effect 


| shortly. 


| 
| 


Due to a series of acts from 1625 
to 1780, when actors were deemed 


‘rogues’ and ‘vagabonds,’ theatres 


| were not allowed to open on Sunday. 


Ruling of closure was governed by 


an act known as Lord’s 


servance. 
Picture theatres ignored this law 


and kept open, with the London 


|County Council shutting its eyes to 


The Humor will un- |} 


this misdemeanor previding theatres 


allocated 10% of their grosses to 
some well-known. charity. Then 
someone dug up the Common In- 


former act, which meant that anyone 
acquainted with the Lord’s Day Ob- 
servance act could sue house that 
broketthe Sabbath. This resulted in 
new law being passed in Parliament, 
in 1932, making opening legal, but 
condition of 10°; deduction was still 
retained. 

It is estimated tha this 10 rap 
cost exhibitors over a $1,000,000 an- 
nually. With theatres being permit- 
ted to open on Sunday uncondition- 
ally, cinemas would reap this coin. 
opposition to their Sabbath 
ropped up from stage 


3ut new 
opening has < 
show hou es, 
Closing of on Sun- 
had formerly come under Lon- 
Council ruling, while in 
local bodies had the 
say. Generally, voting took place 
among residents, and if majority 
| were for it, theatres could open. But 
the snag was that a lot of influence 
was exerted by local bodies that 
usually had some interest in drink- 
ing places, which, naturally, bene- 
fited by closed cinemas. 
Theatres some years 
ready to close one day a week pro- 
viding they were permitted to keep 
open on Sunday. But with the com- 
ing of the war, the situation has be- 
leome different, as actors have suf- 
‘fered so much in the last few 
months that many would be glad to 
work under any conditions. Besides, 
most of them are working on a per- 
centage, which means the more days 
they put in the bigger their share. 
Only difficulty seen may be with 
the stagehands, and they will prob- 


‘ably be paid double. 


local cinemas 
day 
don County 
the provinces 


ago 


+ 
v 


Day Ob- 


were 
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Biz Hypo Sought Through 
Recruiting Several Head- 

liners on One Bill on Per- 

centage Basis, But Idea, 

While Okay Financially, 

Is Exhausting Attractions 


RESORTING TO BANDS 


London, Nov. 14. 

Vaudeville now finds itself in a 
strange circumstance. It’s in heavy 
demand as an entertainment to 
lighten the stress of war, bu’ hasn’t 
enough talent to fill the bill, 

With the complete stoppage of 
American acts coming over, an acute 
shortage of name talent has arisen. 
But tougher still is the depletion of 
the ranks of fill-in turns and special- 
ties because of army and navy re- 
cruiting. It has become quite a prob- 
lem for bookers to pu’ a show to- 
gether and American and all other 
serviceable acts are in great demand. 
Those few who remained here after 
| war was declared have _ been 
given permits to stay as long as they 
wish, 








I vaudeville theatres here are com- 
pletely reliant upon native names to 
| dress up their marquees. The short- 
age is so great it is causing the man- 
agements plenty of headache: 

Present toppers are practically 
confined to Jack Hylton, Jack Har- 
| ris, Ambrose, Jack Jackson, Joe Loss, 
| Harry Roy, Billy Cotton, Bebe Dan- 
| iels and Ben Lyon, Vic Oliver, Max 
| Miller, George Formby, Sandy Pow- 
| ell, Gertie and Daisy Waters, Teddy 
Brown, Hutch and Tommy Trinder. 
| First seven named are bands, en- 
| couraged to play vaude due to lack 
of other attractions. 

In order to pep biz, managements 
have recruited several headliners on 
one bill on a percentage basis. 
has worked successfully financially, 
but is exhausting the list of attrac- 


who normally had been content with 
much less. 
Paucity of talent 


has become go 


| precarious that General Theatres’ 
Holborn Empire, for the last few 
years considered its ace vaudeville 
spot, is shortly adopting a revue 
policy. Latter opens Nov. 6 with 
Tommy Trinder as resident comic 


providing it can get Anglo-American 


Films, which has Trinder under con- 
tract, to lend him for four to six 
weeks. . 

As a counter move, General Thea- 
tres has been soliciting vaude unit 
operators, such 2s Tom _ Arnold, 


|& New Zealand 





{ments of the last war are 


Idea | 


tions, besides spoiling the customers, | 


SHO 
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Foreign Tax Laws, 


Higher Surety 


Fees, Delivery Difficulties Among 
Headaches to U.S. Film Industry 





FIGHT RED ‘PERIL’ 
Pic on Ghenghis Khan Would Rouse | 
Mongols Vs. Communists 


—SEa 


Tokyo, Oct. 20. 

The Manchukuo government will 
film the life of Genghis Khan, the 
great Mongol warrior, in an attempt 
to rouse the Mongols, in view of the 
latter’s lethargic attitude towards the 
communist peril. 

Shiro Ozaki, Japanese novelist, will 
write the scenario. 


Industrial Boom 


Seen Increasing 
Aussie Show Biz 








While show biz in Australia has 





For the first time since World War | 


been severely crimped by the Euro- 


| pean war, it is expected to rebound 


to better than previous levels with 
the full force of the anticipated in- 
dustrial boom. According to Doro- 
thy Stewart, U. S. rep of Australia 
Theatres, advices | 
from the company’s homeoffices say 
there are already signs of an up- 


turn. 
Australia’s wool output is ex- 
pected to be a major factor in the | 


prospective war boom. In addition, 
the country will derive substantial 
income from foodstuffs and various 
raw materials, as_ well certain 
manufactured products, if bevaien. 1 
repeated. 
Key to the upbeat in Britain’s 
increasing need for these products. 
And, as occurred during the previous | 
war, the theatre is expected to en-| 
joy bullish business. 

Col. de Basil’s Ballet Russe is 





as 
| 


lies 


| scheduled to sail Dec. 6 from Los An- 


| 


Jack Taylor and Charles Tucker, who | 
have been softpedaling since the out- 


1 


break of hostilities, to line up as 
many units as possible, having been 
| promised General Theatres’ fac 


ules 


li- 


METRO WOULDN'T SELL 
‘NINOTCHKA’ TO SOVIET 


The Russe angle of Greta Garbo’s 
new picture, ‘Ninotchka,’ again re- 
vived talk last week that Metro 


might try to market the production | 


in the Soviet. However, Metro 
bluntly denies that it intends selling 
‘Ninotchka’ to the Soviets because of 
its dubious boxoffice there. Film 
satirizes certain Russe characteristics 

Metro feels also that Soviet dis- 
tributors would be unwilling to ac- 
cede to its terms 





Blayden on Coast 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Richard Blayden, assistant manag- 
ing director for Paramount in Eng- 
| land, checked in at the studio to su- 
| pervise editing on the British-made 


| picture, ‘French Without Tears.’ 
3layden is also conferring with 
execs on future production in Eng- 


'land, currently halted by the war. 


geles on the Mariposa for its third 
tour of Australia and New Zealand. | 
Majority of the troupe is now in the} 

(Continued 62) | 
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Divvy Slice Key to Beef 
By Hoyts Stockholders 
On Greater Union Tieup 


Sy iney, Nov. 14 

A majority of Australian stock- 
holders in Hoyts circuit are reported 
against the merger with Greate! 
Union Theatres chain for booking 
purposes. It is understood that 20th- 
Fox holdings in Hoyts are powerful 
enough to push the merger plans but 
that they may not feel disposed to 
buck the Aussie tockholder be- 
cause of the possibility that talk on 
the American product strangle-hold 
mav be circulated again. 

The merger, whereby all product 
would be booked through the re- 
vived General Theatres Corp., was 


due to start Operating next Jan. 19. 
Approval is being held in abeyance. 
Proposal was set up in New York by 
officials of Hoyts and by Norman B. 
Rydge, chairman of Greater Union's 





board, while he was in N. Y. on busi- 

ness earlier this year. 
Fear Divvy Cut 

While no definite word has been 


received in New York regarding the 
disinclination of Australian stock- 
holders to approve the booking mer- 


| ger (to run 20 years) between Hoyts 


and Greater Union Theatres, former 
pic officials of Sydney now in N. Y., 
say that it is natural for Aussie | 
stockholders to disapprove the setup. | 


Reason is that Australian share- 
holders feel Hoyts would not get as 
much in dividends under the pro 


posed setup. 


| blow 
| would be unable to receive benefit 


+ 


Complex new foreign tax laws, re- 
vision of their taxation upwards, 
higher insurance fees and the prob- 


| ome of product delivery abroad are 


|current industry headaches pro- 
duced by the European war. An 
| added problem is the threat to 
|freeze a high percentage of col- 
| lected film revenues in Great Brit- 
ain. 

Passage of U. S. neutrality bill 


has brought no relief in the frozen- 
coin situation but the industry is 
hopeful that some permanent mone- 
tary policy shortly will be set up 
by the British government. The 
American industry is relieved that 
an amendment exempting copyright 
articles (including films) was_ in- 
cluded in the neutrality act. This 
exemption to the cash-and-carry 
clause was urged by some 27 pro- 
ducing and distributing companies 
as the only way the picture busi- 
ness could be treated sensibly on 
foreign shipments, 


Tax Experts Seek Solution 


The involved tax situation is one 
which has kept film company tax ex- 
perts studying for some alleviation. 
Picture companies must pay taxes on 
their earnings regardless of whether 
revenue from rentals is frozen on 
| foreign soil. Any considerable freez- 
|ing of money would deal a double 
since the U. S. companies 





of the revenue collected, but frozen, 
to any major degree, but might have 
to pay Federal taxes on earnings 
just the same. Tax departments of 
film companies are not at all certain 
of easing the situation. 

Income tax laws of the U. S. per- 
mit certain credits on taxes paid 
abroad for deduction from American 
Federal returns. That is one good 
feature. This is based proportionately 
on the business done in the foreign 
market. 

Taxes have increased in belliger- 
ent nations, but it has not been a 
great increase thus far. One com- 
pany indicates that business has built 
so well in recent weeks in foreign 
territories that the slight increased 
taxation has meant little. 

Nix Insurance 


The insurance setup has not proved 
excessively high so far. tates dur- 
ing wartime are prohibitive: so, U. 
1S. companies have strung along 
| without them. They take full pre- 
caution to protect prints stored in 
vaults within belligerent territory, 
| but in shipping to exchanges or dif- 
ferent accounts, there is no high 
expenditure for insurance because 
picture officials think there is small 
chance of a print being destroyed 
and, anyway, that a replacement 
print is less costly fhan the insur- 
ance rates. 

Under the new neutrality act. dis- 
tributors will continue using the 
fastest boats available and do not 
anticipate much delay because of 
possible loss through sinking. Here- 
tofore, U. S. ships were used almost 
exclusively. Reason for believing 
there is smal] danger to ! r- 
rupted service the multiple pro- 
tection each company carries on 
master prints, 


Picture officials in New York real- 
ize that England and France require 
a certain amount of money with 
which to buy war materials. Basic 
argument in seeking free flow of 
rental coin from Great Britain is 
that motion pictures are not a luxury 
but closely approach perequisite in 
a belligerent country from a morale 
standpoint. Hence, they see no rea- 
son why there should be heavy 
freezing of currency collected from 
distribution business in belligerent 
nations. 





JAPS LIKE DEANNA 
Tokyo, Oct. 20. 

‘That Certain Age,’, (U) with 
Deanna Durbin, is playing its second 
week in the Toho chain of theatres 
in Tokyo, Yokohama, Osaka, Kobel 
and Nagoya. 

All are doing a smash biz. 
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WE ARE NOT ALONE ‘as in previous “Thin Man’ pix) nla re eviews 
Warner Bros, release of Henry Blake pro- provides hefty mee ol co. 
duction Hal B. Wallis, exee. produeer. | Picture’s main drawbac or op . . 
oes Paul Muni; features Jane Bryan, bracketing is a script that lacks ‘We Are Net Alone (WB). 
Flora Robson, Raymond Severn, Una | . ontaneity and which is inclined to Paul Muni and Jane Bryan in a 
O'Conner. Directed by Edmund Goulding. | SP Pity, a : Rooper Bes An wpeer- 
<ereenplay by James Hilton and Milton | several by-paths and detours that lush produc a 
Krims, from novel by Hilton; music, Max | are not clearly drawn. These serve bracketer. 
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In contrast to the sort of biographi- 
cal pictures with which Paul Muni 
is usually identified, ‘We Are Not 
Alone’ is a rather unobtrusive story 
about how kindness to a helpless lit- 
tle Austrian dancer brings tragedy to 
a gentle, impractical doctor in a 
sleepy English village. It’s not a 
showy picture such as ‘Pasteur’ or 
‘Zola,’ and it’s not likely to draw the 
same critical fanfare. It will get 
topflight attention, however. Film 
has dignity and warmth and is gen- 
uinely moving. 

Adapted by James Hilton and Mil- 
ton Krims from the former’s novel, | 
‘We Are Not Alone’ is an interest- | 
ing study as well as satisfying en- | 
tertainment. It could be liberally 
cut, particularly in the latter se- 
quences, but it is handsomely pro- 
duced, skillfully directed and elo- 
quently played. Although the lead- | 
ing part isn’t as spectacular as other 
recent Muni roles, it offers more 
depth and naturalness, and the star 
gives a penetrating, spontaneous and 
ingratiating performance. 

The picture admirably recreates 
the atmosphere of the snug English 
hamlet and vividly etches the char- 
acters of the quiet, compassionate, 
almost ingenuous doctor and his 
household—his neurotic, narrow- 
minded wife, their imaginative and 
high-strung son, the jealous cook 
and, after she becomes the boy’s 
governess, the warm-hearted dancer. 
There’s little to explain the wife’s 


tangled mental-emotional state, but, 


the characters of the doctor and the 
girl are crystal-clear. And their ef- 
fect on each other is inevitable from 
the first moment. 

The injection of the scene of mass 
hysteria at the outbreak of war is 
irrelevant. And the 


girl's 
topical. 


executions, 


In general, however, ‘We 


Are Not Alone’ has integrity and de- | 


serves to do well at the boxoffice. 

Looking something like a younger 
Fritz Kreisler and playing slightly in 
the manner of Ronald Colman, Muni 
seems completely the suburban Eng- 
lish physician. He not only achieves 
the necessary light touch in the part, 
but he has dropped the mannerisms 
with which he adorned such charac- 
ter parts as Zola, Juarez and 
others. It is a stirring performance, 
direct and subtle. 

As the tragic dancer, Jane Bryan 
plays with keen perception and with 
genuine simplicity and sincerity. Her 
untheatricalized makeup, her avoid- 
ance of obviousness or affectation 


makes the girl’s tremulousness and | 


tenderness enormously persuasive. 
The part offers her more scope than 
anything she’s yet done, and she re- 
sponds with a sensitive, articulate 
performance. 

Flora Robson gives another of her 
assured and talented performances 
as the pathetically warped wife, 
while Una O’Connor brings out just 
the right blend of malice and affec- 
tion in the part of the cook. Ray- 
mond Severn is unnecessarily pre- 
cocious as the young son, apparently 
having only a faint idea of what the 
lines mean. Max Steiner’s score is 
an asset. Hobe. 


» ANOTHER THIN MAN 


Hollywood, Nov. 9. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Hunt 
Stromberg production, Stars William 
Powell and Myrna Loy: features Virginia 
Grey, Nat Pendleton. Directed by W. 8. 
Van Dycke. Screenplay by Frances Good- 
rich and Albert Hackett; based on originzl 
by Dashiell Hammett; camera, Oliver '. 
Marsh, William Daniels; editor, Frederick 
Y.. Smith. Previewed at Academy. Ingle- 
wood, Nov. ¥, '39. Running time, 101 MINS, 
| SORT Ter. ert -....William Powell 
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Dudley Horn,...... sooeeee-Patric Knowles | 
a re $066 68065%45.58 Tom Neal | 
i SOONER: 6s cies ecconenes Phyllis Gordon 
Phil Church...............Sheldon Leonard 
‘Diamond Back’ Vogel......... Don Costello 
TT ses vib 0s beeeeveganns Harry Bellave: 
PRAGRO, BE eccesececsces William A, Poulsen 
Smitty..... 60h 06066e0sececeeeere: Eutchigon 
*‘Dum-Dum’.....ececeeeees-Abner Biberman 
Mrs. Dolley... cccccccccssse+- Marjorie Main 
BR bs ek seeaes KCG0b606s)s sodaeeaS Himseit 
Benes & SteliG..ccvccocecvecess Themselves 





Third of the series, ‘Another Thin 
Man’ fails to measure up to the high 
entertainment standard set by its 
predecessors, but still retains enough 
ingredients to make it profitable 
boxoffice. Return of William Powell 
to the screen after nearly two years, 


doctor’s | 
harangue, on the eve of his and the | 
is transparently | 


the previous two releases of the se- | 
Latest entry provides a mildly | 
amateur vel | 


ries. 
amusing adventure of 
tective Powell proceeding to unravel 
the mystery of three murders tied 
together through circumstance, Fur- | 
ther in comparison to the first two | 
pictures, this one veers more towards 
mystery than comedy, getting over- | 
balanced in its unfolding. 

Powell and Myrna Loy arrive in |} 
New York with their year old son | 
and immediately get tangled in a 
murder mystery. Yarn unravels | 
from a Long Island estate back to | 
New York, including strange brushes | 
with gangsters and underworld 
characters. After strange experi- 
ences and escapades, Powell gathers 
all of the principals in his apart- 
ment to unravel the three murders 
and disclose the culprit. In reton- 
structing the crime, the telling does 
not reach the peak of suspense. He 
nonchalantly consumes scotch high- 
balls and amuses Miss Loy with ref- 
erences to his flirtations, withal con- 
tinuing to piece together important 
events for the purpose of eventually 
exposing the murderer. 

Powell, in a role that had caught 
on with film audiences in a big way 
before he took ill, is again effective 


and Miss Loy gives a most satis- 
factory performance as his mate, 
still determined to remain in the 


thick of the mystery unravelling. 
Supporting cast has been excellently 


meller, based on Edgar Wallace 
story, strong for action spots. 

‘Call a Messenger’ (U). Rou- | 
tine gangster plot makes for a 
robust dualer. 

‘Fugitive at Large’ (Col). Jack 
Holt plays a dual part of gangster 
and civil engineer; passable Class 
B mistaken identity meller. 

‘Irish Luck’ (Mono). Lively 
sleuth meller, with Frankie 
Darro and Dick Purcell; sturdy 
dual fare, 

‘The Covered Trailer’ (Rep). 
Mildly amusing dualer. based on 
the Higgins Family series, with 
the Gleasons. 

‘Flaming Lead’ (Colony). Bet- 
ter than average Ken Maynard 
western; first of new series. 

‘Street of Missing Men’ (Rep). 
Average actioner, timely in view 
of Al Capone’s imminent release 
from Alcatraz. 

‘French Without Tears’ (Par). 
Mild British-made, adapted from 
stage click of same name. Stars 
Ellen Drew and Ray Milland. 

‘Grandi Magazzini’ (Italian). 
Good for native consumption, 
but chances limited abroad. 

‘Livet Paa Hegnsgaard’ (Indie). 
Danish production of little ap- 
peal for American fans despite 








selected, and provides capable per- 
formances throughout. Group in- 
cludes Virginia Grey, Otto Kruger, 
C. Aubrey Smith, Ruth Hussey, Nat 
Pendleton, Patric Knowles, Sheldon 
Leonard, Don Costello, Muriel 
Hutchison and Abner’ Biberman. 
Marjorie Main has a sparkling se- 
quence with Powell as an apart- 


| ment-house manager that is a sup- 


porting highlight. Astra, the wire- 
haired pup, is again included for 
some canine antics. 


DAY-TIME WIFE 


201 h-Fox 
production, 


release of Raymond yriffith 
Stars Tyrone Power and Linda 


Darnell; features Warren William, Binnie | 
Barnes, Wendy Barrie, Joan Davis. Di- 
rected by Gregory Ratoff. Screenplay by 
Art Arthur and Robert Harari; story by | 
Rex Taylor; camera, Peverell Marley; edi- 
tor, Francis Lyons, Previewed at West- 
wood Village, Nov, 10, '39, Running time, 
Ti MINS, 
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Tyrone Power swings out of the 
straight dramatic groove in this light 
farce-comedy. The change is in 
Power’s favor, and picture will give 


studio execs new fields for the star’s | 


future assignments. ‘Day-Time Wife’ 
provides a new twist to the familiar 
wife-secretary-husband triangle, and 
in its unfoldment presents numerous 
sparkling situations and dialog lines. 
With Power, Linda Darnell, Warren 
William and Binnie Barnes for 
marquee, picture will turn in a good 
account of itself in the key runs for 
profitable biz. Although script and 
direction tend towards Continental 
technique of a marital farce, picture 
is essentially for general audiences. 
Linda Darnell, _ studio’s latest 
buildup, gets co-star billing with 
Power, Youngster rates that spot on 
her performance. She has youthful 
enthusiasm, good _ screen 


catch on with audiences, Power's 
transposition to a comedy role pro- 
vides him with the first opportunity 
to deliver effectively along that HKne. 
As the husband in love with his 
vife, but still exercising the man’s 
prerogative of taking his secretary 
out for diversion, Power shades his 
performance in convincing 

Brightness of the story comes in 
its telling, from both script and di- 
rection. When Linda _ Darnell 
suspicions her husband’s association 
after hours with his secretary, she 
| decides to find out just what secs 
| have that wives lack. Securing a 
| job in Warren William’s office, she 
| quickly turns tables on Power when 
' the two men step out one night with 
their secretaries, and the husband 
eets a hazing from his wife during 


the evening. Naturally there’s a re-| 
union, Power’s sec taking a quick | 


powder. 

Provided with an excellent script 
by Art Arthur and Robert Harari, 
director Gregory Ratoff injects many 
| scin, lating episodes in the husband- 
wife relations. Both script and di- 
rection combine to make the piece 
move at a lively pace. 

Although Power and Miss Darnell 
maintain most of the footage, several 
excellent supporting performances 
do much to enhance the entertain- 
ment values. William fits neatly as 
the playboy architect, with Binnie 


| *‘Marseillaise’ 





the | 


presence | 
and a sparkling personalilty that will | 


fashion. | 


capable cast. 
(World). Jean 
Renoir’s French spectacle of rev- 
olutionary France; substantial 
grosser for arty houses. 
‘La Mia Canzone al 
(Italian). Opera film for Italian 
| audiences. Weak story, though 
| pie is generally entertaining. 
‘Il Sogno Di Butterfly’ (Italian- 





Vento’ 


Made). Venice Film Biennial 
| prizewinner that should do well 
in Italy. 

‘First Film Concert’ (World). 
| Compilation of French-made 
| musical shorts, Market possi- 
| bilities slight. 

| ‘A Karosszck’ (Hungarian), 
| Fairly amusing film. 








| Barnes neatly cast as a grass widow. 
| Joan Davis provides several comedy 
| sequences as a wise secretary, while 
| Wendy Barrie is okay as the wife- 
nabbing stenog. 

Production is topnotch in all tech- 
nical departments, photography by | 
| Peverell Marley of high standard. 


| The Phantom Strikes 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


Monogram release of Michael Balecon pro- 








| duction. Features Wilfrid Lawson, Alexan- 
| der Knox, Louise Henry, Patrick Barr. Di- 
rected by Walter Forde Screenplay by 


| Sidney Gilliat from novel by Edgar Wal- 
|} lace; camera, Ronald Neame and Gordon 
Dines; editor, Charles Saunders Reviewed 


|} in Projection Room, N. Y., Nov. 9, 1939. 


; Running time, 58 MINS, 

Maurice Meister...... ..+.. Wilfrid Lawson 
gl Re eer errrr ee rrr eT Sonnie Hale 
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Johnny Lenley.......e.6 coos ..Peter Croft 
Colonel Walford eccoeee-( harles Eaton 
Sgt. Carter ° eeeee.-CHeOrge Merritt 
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First of four kdgar Wallace mys- 
tery stories filmed at the Ealing 
Studios in England and distribed in 
America by Monogram, “The Phan- 
tom Strikes’ is a topnotcher for the 
shudder trade. It suffers somewhat 
by the mediocrity of the English 
|cast, particularly the two femmes, 
but it has plenty of gripping 
whodunit material, with some fairly 
original angles, to arrest audiences 
in action houses. It won’t go much 
farther than that because of. its 
sombre nature, offering virtually no 
comedy relief to the tense plot. 

Filming is all in low-key lighting, 
which adds to the tingly-spine effect. 
It has a typical locale for the famed 
stories of the English mystification 
writer, with plenty of London fog, | 
secret panels, the Thames and the | 
other stock props, all of which add | 
up to make the plot, fortunately, 
— fresher than the produc- 
ion. 

Wilfrid Lawson tops the cast in 
the rather difficult role of a shady 
criminal lawyer who is given 48 
| hours, via a message in a large floral 
|piece, to live. Message is from the | 
| ‘Ringer,’ given that tag because he 
|appears in so many different dis- 
| Suises. He wants to get Lawson be- 
junds his sister committed suicide 





under mysterious circumstances | 
| while Lawson’s secretary. 

| Plot revolves, of course, around at- | 
| tempts by a Scotland Lard inspector, | 
|Patrick Barr, and a _ criminologist 
| police doctor, Alexander Knox, to 
catch up with the Ringer before the 
fatai hour. Despite all forms of | 


i relentless Storm, 


police precaution, Lawson gets his 
at the appointed hour, denouement 
coming quickly as the medico is re- 
vealed as the Ringer in disguise. 
Louise Henry and Patricia Roc 
handle the only two femme roles, 
both rather minor. Miss Henry is 
the Ringer's wife, very beautiful and 
very dramatic—too much so. Miss 


Roc is weak as Lawson’s sec, sister | 
of Peter Croft, who has Just been re- | Lanahan 
leased from prison and wants to get! 


his sister away because he knows 
Lawson's rep. He's obviously tossed 
in to thicken the plot, as is John 
|Longden, an Australian detective. 


Sonnie Hale, introduced for the come- 
dy angles, suffers not so much from 
his own shortcomings as those of the 
scenario. Walter Forde’s direction 
keeps the suspense intense. Herb, 


CALL A MESSENGER 


Univer 
duction, 


release of Ken Goldsmith 
Billy Halop, Huntz 
and the Little Tough Guvs; features 
Carlisle, Larry Crabbe, Robert Armstrong, 
El Brendel, Vietor Jory, Anne Nagel. 
rected by Arthur Lubin Screenplay by Ai 
thur T. Horman, based on original by 
Sally Sandlin and Michel Kraike; camera, 


sal 
Stars 


pro- 
Hall 
Mary 


Klwood Hredell. At Rialto, N Y.. week 
Nov. 9 °39 Running time, 65 MINS, 

wets «TIOGA, «00065 060ass0008 Billy Halop 
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Marge Hogan...ccosccccsssee Mary Carlisle 
Prances G'’Neill. cccccncceceses \nne Nagel 
Bd HOBAR. os ccccoweccecececcess Vietor Jory | 
Chuck Walal..ccccococssescces Larry Crabbe 
DE esas ete Kees svisdeeseasiaanee see 
Bob Pritchard..... $6004 00685 Jimmy Butler 
et BAD 002504 eocceee George Offerman, Jr. 
PIN « 0 600:09066600666000640% Hally Chester 
Trouble..... cceceesoccccs Wham Benedict 
ares ePPcccccccesccees David Gorcey 
Baor.cres éneeeeeebeceees cts seeaeen aa 


Billy Halop and Huntz Hall, lead- 
ers from the Dead End kids group, 
are given a chance to shine in this 
new semi-gangster picture. Pair 
give more legitimate performances 
than customary, and cash in on this 
chance. Their work and the pres- 
ence of several veterans go far in 
making familiar material and impos- 
sible situations click. Result is a 
rowdy, gripping production pat- 
terned for theatres such as this one 
and as heavy bolstering in dual set- 
ups. 

Trying to fashion worthwhile 
screen fare about a messenger serv- 
ice background, or with similar pub- 
lic service tiein, always is a tough 
assignment, Producer Ken Gold- 
smith and director Arthur Lubin 
have managed a nice balance be- 
tween technical, routine details and 
the more engaging portions of the 
yarn. 


It starts out as a plot to reform | 
the east side youngsters through 
gainful employment, but several 


plot offshoots eventuate. One is the 
desire of the penniless young poten- 
tial mobster to steer his older sister 
away from a notorious gangster, 
once he joins up as a messenger boy. 
Another is the return of his older 
brother from a prison stretch, and 


the youngster’s battle to keep him | 


straight. 
Billy Halop grabs off leading hon- 
ors as the lad who makes something 


of himself and his sister. Huntz 
Hall is an excellent foil and races 
veteran El Brendel for comedy 
laurels. Latter is the venerable 


messenger ‘boy’ long in the service. 


ie | 
Di- | 
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| IRISH LUCK 


Monogram release of Grant Withers pro- 
duction, Features Frankie Darro, Dick 
Pureell, Lillian Elliott. Directed by How- 
ard Bretherton. Screenplay by Mary ¢, 
McCarthy, based on story by Charles M, 





Brown: editor, Russell Schoengarth; cam- 
}era, Harry Neumann, At RKO 2rd St, 
| N. Y¥., week Nov. 8, "3Y. Running time, 
58 MINS. 
Buzzy O’ Brien,.....e.- eeccece Frankie Darro 
cab ae eccccccccocees- ick Purcell 
Mra, O RIOR. . 2 eseccres ecooeeleillian Elliott 
Kitty Monahan. ..ccccceeseees Sheila Darcy 
PRUROP cecoccceeces eccoccocces ames Flavin 
Sat cecuneesee ce ecccccoesss--tIeENNIS Moore 
SOMCTSLON os ccecers eoseees-Mantan Moreland 
Hote] MAMAREr. occccccoses lloward Mitchell 


Making no pretense to be other 
than a program picture, this comedy 
detective meller turns out as forth- 
jright entertainment. Production val- 
| ues are no great shakes and the story 
has faintly familiar angles, but it 
seldom lags as an audience-gripper. 
| Represents strong support for twin 
setups, ‘Irish Luck’ is Grant Withers’ 
first try as a producer—a real start 
for the former player. 

Film casts an Irish bellhop in the 
role of amateur Sherlock, getting 
lthis yen from the fact that his dad 
/was a plainclothesman. It is the 
/usual pattern of the ambitious young- 
| ster who exercises his wit to unravel 
|mysterious goings-on in his hotel, 
;with nice concealment of aciual 
criminal until the final reel. Custom- 
ary implausibilities in this sort of 
|sleuth meller crop up but the pace 
never lags. 

Frankie Darro makes his bellhop 
characterization amount to some- 
thing. Dick Purcell is relegated to 
a satisfactory but secondary role as 





the chief detective while James 
|!Flavin is sufficiently menacing as 


|the hotel sleuth. Lillian Elliott plays 
jthe Irish mother. Sheila Darcy is 
{chiefly pretty as the heroine, sus- 
pected of a mysterious slaying. Man- 
|tan Moreland, as the colored porter, 
| provides important comedy relief. 
Besides Withers’ trim production, 
Howard Bretherton has directed with 
|an eye for movement. Harry Neu- 
mann’s photography is topnotch. 


Republic production and release, Directed 


The Covered Trailer 
| 


by Gus Meins, Screenplay, Jack Townley, 
from original by Townley and M. Coates 
Webster; camera, Arthur Martinelli; editor, 
Ray Snyder; musieal director, Cy Feuer, 
Running time, 66 MINS, 
ee RO is ons ee nee baie Tames Gleason 
Wie i at eoeee- Lucile Gleason 
Sidney Higgins. .ccccccecs Ru 1 Gleason 
Grandpa .....ccooseccee.- Harry Davenport 
Betiy Higgins...........Mury Beth Hughes 
; Tommy Higgins..... ecvecovne Tommy Ryan 
2) ee eeeeeess Maurice Murphy 
Widow Jomes...ccccccecse: .Maude Eburne 
BResise cccece eeesooegesece Spencer Charters 
1OUtO ..ccccecs ecereecccereees Tom Kennedy 
Beamish ...ceccee YT TTTr Hobart Cavanaugh 
Cartwright ..ccccccccccsseccs Pierre Watkin 
Police Chief... .cccoccccccese--e- Krank Dae 
DOCtOE .ccorvcoececesoecesecces Richard Tucker 
Baltimorg@ ..-.ccccce TT TTTT TT .Willie Best 
EOE 66:05 0 0 Oh 0 800b0s6008668 Walter Fenner 
} a 
| Latest in the series of Republie 


films built around the Higgins family, 
|The Covered Trailer’ is mildly amus- 


|}ing, though its oldie plot and situa- 


| tions relegate it to the duals. 
| As usual, the fictional Higginses 
| 


are partially based on their real-life 
| counterparts, James, Lucile and Rus- 
sell Gleason. Mary Beth Hughes and 


Robert Armstrong gives a smooth | Tommy Ryan are the younger Hig- 


portrayal of the district messenger 
service boss; Mary Carlisle is satis- 


fying as the older sister who’s final- | 
|ly steered away from the gangster; 


Anne Nagel, as the heart 


Crabbe head the support, aided ma- 
terially by the Little Tough Guys. 
Wear. 


FUGITIVE AT LARGE foecenad because of a hitch, to avoid 


Columbia 


Aimed at the double bills, ‘Fugi- 
tive at Large’ should get by on that 
modest assignment. It’s without pre- 
tensions, but it tells a fairly rousing 
story and keeps the plot moving. 
Won't cause any audience huzzahs. 
but neither will it draw any requests 
for refunds. 

Yarn is simply another twist on 
the old mistaken identity theme. 
This time Jack Holt is both Tom 
Farrow, the demon holdup man, and 
George Storm, industrious civil engi- 


neer. As the gunman, he frames a 
robbery to implicate his engineer 


double and thus throw the cops off 
his trail so he can move about with- 
out hindrance. It all works out just 
dandy for awhile, but ultimately 
circumstances and the iaw, plus the 
combine to bring 


Farrow, his wife and his mobsters | weekend 


td justice. 
It offers nothing overpowering in 


| the way of excitement, but the script 


is confined to essential action and it 
all mounts 
Holt plays the dual gangster-engi- 
neer part with his usual he-man 
eoaeaee and outthrust jaw. Patricia 
‘llis 


production and release Fea 

tures Jack Holt, Patricia Ellis Directed 
by Lewis D, Collins, Screenplay by Erie 
Taylor and Harvey Gates, from original 
story by Taylor; camera, James Brown, At 
Globe, N. Y., Nov. 11, 3%, dual, Running 
time, 66 MINS, 

Storm | 

eS ee ee Jack Holt 
Bocas den TRO OE --.- Patricia Ellis 
ec et COC Oe Stanle Fields 
Re 6.5 90540006608R00% r Arthur Hohl 
CAEN vkveCNeeweeeresn’ .. Weldon Heyburn ! 
CMOS cs ccaneeCeoeccews Big Boy’ Williams 
SUOVOMNS,. cocccvercoocens Don Douglas 
CRRUOE 0c cccteeces seyees ‘ ° Leon Ames } 
| Captain Cy Kendall 











gins editions. Along with Harry 
| Davenport, as grandpop, cast gives a 
|creditable performance, aided by Gus 
| Meins’ direction, to give the film its 


' interest | only lift. 
of the district manager, is chiefly 
pretty, and Victor Jory and Larry | 


This time the Higginses are in- 
volved in a situation that sees them 
forced to forsake a South American 
vacation for a fishing trip to avoid 
embarrassment. When James Glea- 
son’s annuity check, which was to 
finance the trip, fails to come 


the necessity of explaining to their 
friends they accompany’ Russell 
Gleason, the oldest son, and Daven- 
port on the latter’s fishing excur- 
sion, 

Thereafter a series of phoney prob- 
lems crop up. There’s the sinking 
of the ship on which the Higginses 
were to have sailed, the belief in the 
hometown that they were among 
those drowned and, to further cap it 
off. the embezzlement of $100,000 by 
Hobart Cavanaugh from the bank 
where he was assistant cashier to 
Gleason, the former fixing the books 
to reflect the loss on the supposedly 
dead Gleason. The return of the 
‘dead’ brings the usual denouement. 


Konga, the Wild Stallion 


release of Wallace MacDonald 
Features Fred Stone, Kochelle 
Directed by Sam Nelson, Original 


Columbia 
production, 
Hudson, 


screenplay, Harold Shumate; camera, Ben 
jamin kline; editor, Charles Nelson, At 
Colonial, Lineoln, dual. Running time, 
62 MINS, 

LRU 4y'5 544005604045 000%508 8 Fred Stone 
Judith eovescecceccccccses maocnelle Hudson 
Steve corcovccccccccccsees michard Fiske 
Gloomy COCCOOCEOEOOCOOSe ree Kdjly Waller 
Hadley ecoccescoscccces mObert Warwick 
Martin ee roccsccccccccscrs»--LOn Beddoe 
eee i$ 6G6RESEVG Ks cS Carl Stockdale 
iy) eee occscccoases eorme Cleveland 
PPOCKONTIASES. ccccviascedscoes Burr Caruth 





No better kid entertainment, a 
booking special, can be 
found than ‘Konga,’ the film story of 


|a wild horse, an old man who bottle- 





to the proper climax.| western, 





fed him as an orphan colt, and later 


shot a man in his defense. It’s a 

yet without the chases, 
stagecoaches, runaways and saloon 
gunplay. By its difference and its 


freshness of approach to the action 


saunters through the part of| field, it stands a better chance to 


the moll, while the others are more | come off with extra biz. 


or less standard. So is the direction. 


Hobe, 


Fred Stone, out of films for 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Konga, the Wild Stallion 


(Continued from page 18) 
stretch, comes back as the old man, 
who stays by horses, even in the, 
face of progress which brings with it} 
cars and change of grassland into | 
wheat - growing country. Stone’s 
characterization is well drawn, and, 
he gets a chance to shine on the wit- 
ness stand when he explains how he 
feels about horses. It might have 
been sticky wordage for the abilities | 
of the average western characier 
man, but Stone makes it stand out. | 

Stone is a rancher, who has spent! 
a lifetime in breeding fine horses. 
He suddenly finds himself confronted 
with a neighbor, who hates the 
ponies, turns the ranch into a wheat! 
growing area, and barb-wires the j 
fields as a menace to the herds. When 
the horses plough through the fence, 
the neighbor, Robert Warwick, traps | 
them. and shoots Stone’s pet stallion, | 
the wild Konga. Stone retaliates by | 
shooting Warwick down. Meantime, 
a romance flourishes between Ro- 
chelle Hudson, Warwick's daughter, 
and Richard Fiske, Stone's son. 

Warwick and Stone, in the feud 
which leads up to the former’s mur- | 
der, put plenty of sinister heft in 
their hating. Rochelle Hudson is 
okay, likewise Fiske. Eddy Waller, 
one of Stone’s hoss-wranglers, in- 
dulges in much windy threatening, 


meet him, and without niore than 10 
words goes through the first reel 
into a meeting with Harry Carey, 
metropolitan publisher, whose pape 
put on the squeeze that influenced 
Bickford’s conviction. 

Pic stands out in those first few 
moments, building neatly in suspense, 
and Jeading the audience by its nose 
down a trail that promises eorly to 
smell of blood. But, it never ma:- 
terializes, and the yarn goes fictional 


‘when the thug who spent five years 


squatting in a_ cell plotting the 
bump-off immediately upon release, 
sees the light, and after a few lapses, 
becomes a factor in the delivery ot 
the papers printed by the publisher 
he hates, and finally vives his life to 
save the sheet. 

Bickford hos no small job being 
convincing. He's okay up to. the 
point where he’s ready to 2:un down 
the world, but becomes a_ bit 
muddled when he finds himself con- 
fronted by the desire to be a risht 
guy, sluff off the shooting, and even 
goes paternal in the care of Tommy 
Ryan, a newsy who could crack the 
sidewalk with one spat. He meonages 
pretty well, considering. Harry 


Carey’s stint is a modest chore, call- 


ing for litthe more than the affecting 


‘of calm in the face of death. 


Ryan kid does a pretty neat job, 


his best since his Republic ticket be- 


Wil-| 
the 


gan. Mabel Todd and 
liams hint at romance, 


Guinn 
otherwise 


and establishes himself in the doing. | script is without one, Relph Graves, 


Technical staff of the film is west- 
ern-schooled, Sam Nelson directing, 
from Harold Shumate’s o™inal 
screenplay. It’s a film for the pappies 
and the kids, the former to see the 
old man’s side, and the latter going | 
for the wild horse. Barn. 


FLAMING LEAD 





big man in city wolitics; John Gal- 
laudet, his merciless henchman, end 
Regis Toomey, undercover reporter, 
are other cast highlights. 


‘Missing Men’ is very timely, and | Sweden. 


if held back to play date-and-date 
with Capone's release, when the 
headlines smash it, it may do better 
than average biz, otherwise it will 
do just that or spottily better. 


FILM REVIEWS | 


Livet Paa Hegnsgaard 


(‘Life on the Hegns Farm’) 


(DANISH-MADE) 
(With Songs) 

i Scandinevian production and rel +. Fea- 
iures Karin Sellemose and Karl tlheger. 
bir te hy Arne Weel reenplhos by 
Svend nico and Fleming Lynge from 
Jeppe \akjarr's tory; seore, Poul Bang; 

‘ timil Heesen and Carl Nielsen, At 
tSih t. «inema, N Y week Nov. 10, 
/?. hiunn'n me, 98 MENS, 

Welle Rae. ard ayer Hiolker Reenberg 

Karen pees . Willy Bille 
Trine. seeeuee ...htarin Nellemose 

}OkL Kraen Roe OS ee eee I’. Andersen 
Visii Andersen. Karl Heer 
Per Sowren.....sscecessecs \xel Frische 
Ane... WrevereT: Tere Sievrid Neftiendam 
Mad Willad Erik tlenning-Jensen 
Norholm ; eee ee ..Corks Wieth 
Kesper Vovi wooo KAD Praske 

! Soren C)aterguard..ccccees Sieurd Wantszin 

| Bitte-Tip.....0- .Petrine Sonne 

ANTES... csoce ..-edacob Nielsen 
SOVON Gece ec eeee eens . -Altved Bagger 
Mette....ccccccsccceee Muren Marie Lowert 
ROWER. choc éeneeheeeses Corl Lundbeek | 


| (In Danish; no English Titles) 
| This picture, entirely in’ Danish 


language, is purportedly token from | 


a famed romantic Danish 
pley. as done from Jeppe Aakjaer’s 
story. It possibly holds considerable 
interest for Danish cinema lovers, 
judged by audience reaction here. 
But the preduction will have to de- 
pend entirely on those understand- 
ing the language because, not aided 
by Eneslish titles, it has very limited 
boxoflice apnenrl in America. 
Productien, judged from teehnical 
angles, and plot movement are con- 
siderably behind the pictures cur- 
jrently being turned out by other 
countries, such as 


| Scandinavian 
Producers have attempted 


| the obviously difficult task cf split-| 


ting »n early romance by the passage 


}of 15 years, and still making the 
| story hang together. Its the ven- 
j}erable yarn about the sweethearts 


national | 


| comedy, 





| of inspection by the king, first to the 
huzzahs of his veterans and then to 
| the unexpected insults of the militia, 
introduces an unusual twist. Per- 
haps the most gripping sequence 
where the rabble farmer army fac- 
ing the state militia in the palace 
court yard, with both sides ready 
to fire on each other, results 
peaceful settlement as the two groups 
join hands to assault the = palace 
strongholds. 
Pierre Renoir, 
rector, provides one of his better 
performances as the French king 
who is swayed between his stoozes, 
his queen and his own better reason- 
ing. Lise Delamare makes a sweep- 
ing, haughty Marie-Antoinette. The 
most vigorous role is that of Louis 
souvet, as the governor of Paris. 
Paul Dullae and Nadia 
head the strong supporting cast. 
Wear. 


brother of the di- 


La Mia Canzone al Vento 


(‘My Song to the Wind’) 
(ITALIAN-MADE) 
Rome, Oct. 27. 


EF_N.EC. release of S.ALFLAL production 
Stirs Giuseppe Luge, Laurs Nucei and 
Drit Paola, Directed by Guido Brignone 
Camera, Umberto Torri At the Super- 
cinema, Rome, Italy. Running time, 8&0 
VEINS, 

Caehe BWaRal. . .ccccsecx - . Ciusenpe TLuse 
NGS aed dead cudbdeccaas Iocan Nucci 
MNS csc cewiteewens sete bekeas Prin Paola 
ee eg, Ae Oe Oe Vina Lenzi 
The Mother. nebeds cent ~.+. \ctele Mossa 
J me 2 a Uro Ceseri 
Stationmaster......0... Guxliemoa Sinaz 
ain, dhs? EENTET ECE OR Gisnpaokh Rosmine 
See ee Roberto Bruni 


Right up the aliey for opera fans, 
this pie has enough entertainment 
to satisfy loeals. Story is illogical 
but catches well because of good 
mostly in the hands of 
minor actors. 

Yarn is centered 


around tenor 


Giuseppe Lugo, whose warbling, of 


which there is plenty, should be a 
big draw among the music-minded. 


Lugo is too short on youth and 
Magnetism to be convincing in his 


| role of a Don Juan who so captivates 


| Barn. | who eventually win the right to 
} | e ~9y -- ¢ tort) ‘ 
Colony release of Max and Arthur Alex- | —————— — ; marry despite parental objections, 
ander production, Stars Ken Maynard; | , The Danish _ producers quite 
features Eleanore Stewart, Walter Long, | : atently exhibit the some weak- 
Eetates Bteanere Siemtat De seeker | FeSNch Wenewt Taare | peently exhint te seme wesk- 
onli i h oD nnell: camera Art nesses shown y foreign producers 
Sereenplav, Jose on ll: ¢ ‘Va, - r ~ or ous > | 
evcar "canter letewek Seae, At Calne | (BRITISH-MADE) of severel vears back. There's too 
nial. Lincoln, dual. Running time, 57 London, Oct. 29. much stress on dialog and far too 
MINS, Paramount Pritish preduction and re-! little action. Also there is a tendency 
SEEM. wenisgdeaypesaedteanay® Ken Maynard | lease. Stars Ellen Drew and Ray Milland. | {to take in the beauties of the land- 
ee... cen eegekées eee beens Eleunor Stewart | Directed by Anthony Asquith, Screenplay, | cq. . 5 tien . pe _ 
Grecies EOC TeT TTC Crea a. Walter Long | A. de Grunwald, tan Dalrymple, trom stage scape, and forget the yi rn being 
ES SEE rrr rer rn Tom London | play by Terence Rattigan; camera, Bernard ; Droje cted, Obviously, this, will be | 
ORE ee aa ae Ralph Peters | Knowles, Jack Hildyard \t Plaza, Lon- overcome in subsequent films, but 
ere Carleton Young | don. Running time, 86 MENS. here it merely slows up the efforts 
Ws cn ageacdeedsesessngeceoens Reed Howes | Alan a ee ere ee ere Ray Milland ff © nano ~ wes -_ 
GOrdOn. co ccc ceeer cere ecccevess Dave O’Brien | Diana........... ee tees ..Elen Drew ol y capable Rave cast. ae 
ee. cw ecguawsaseees ob Terry | Pacnveline......cccccesceseccad Junine Darcey Kal I Heger, “ ho’s familiar to 
errr mh, “SN FARE. oo ia eas weageemrwhes nis David Tree Seandinavian picture followers, 
I rp dass caccackebrnsas Eathen Allen | Commander........eeeeee-: Roland Culver | stands out as the young lover. Op- 
ES ec ckke a pnget es oe SOeee Bamwb TOR 1 I soo 0:6 6000s a0hcdeeere Giuv Middleton ‘c é ; ni dee ; 
ah Sacedcte ee ranneih. Skicean4 p ite ae the qui sr hme —_ is 
5: ‘ Marianne a ; .. Margaret Yarde Sarin ielniemose aS fe Qaugnter 
ee " eir | Maria Wigawawon zi 
Most exhibs who horse up th ORES ADs CNS, foni Gable! who would wed for love rather than 


screens breathed a sigh of relief 
when the last Ken Maynard series | 
drew to a close, because it was hard 
to get the neighbors to take ‘em. | 
This new batch, if the first 
‘Fiaming Lead,’ 
what the followers 


will be like, is 


smart dialog, good acting, phoiogra- 
phy and fair direction. 


Over here, with a reputation built 


one, | by the play’s two-year West End run, 
is any guarantee of|the picture is certain to be mildly 
vill b.o., 


while in the U. S. there's a 


equal to most of the short hour ses- | chance for tepid returns. 


sions of broncology now being 


spotted in action emporiums. 


At a villa in the south of France 


are a number of young Englishmen 


Ken Maynard and his horse, Tar- | Studying French under a pompous 


zan, have become familiar 
the last few years, because of his 
appearance in so many towns with 


circuses as the concert feature. 
natural desire of youngsters to see 

on the screen an actor they've seen 

alive and close enough to touch 

should turn out okay commercially 

to sell Maynard, if his pics will stand | 
up. ‘Flaming Lead’ happens to do it 

fairly well. 

Starts out with Maynard working 
in a night club doing cowboy tricks, 
after his partner runs out with some | 
money from the sale of stock. He} 
meets a drunk, Dave O’Brien, who} 
hires him to go to his ranch, mas- } 
querade as the half owner, and 
straighten out a serious battle over 
an army horse-contract. Other | 
owner of the spread is Eleanore | 
Stewart, a fairly fancy camera sub- | 
ject, who does commendably as a 
spitfire. Opposition forms around 
Walter Long, who is aided by Reed 
Howes, Carleton Young and Tom 
London, a thorough bunch of skul- 
kers. 

Dave O’Brien’s drunk is forced, 
but the horsey fans will probably get 
a boot out of him and his pony ex- 
press romancing with Joyce Rogers. 

Maynard, although he’s lost about 
25 pounds off his paunch since last 
seen, could stand a little bit more 
training down to get.rid of some un- 
#lam midway heft. 

Film will do average for westerns, 
and above the Ken Maynard western 
average. Barn. 


Street of Missing Men 


Republie production and release. 
tures Charles Bickford, Harry Carey, 


Fea- 
Tom- 


my Ryan, Mabel Todd. Directed by Sidney 

Sualkow, Screenplay Leonard Lee, Frank 

Jolan; story, Eleanor Griffen, William | 
Jiankin; camera, Ernest Miller; editer, 

Krnest Nims. At Colonial, Lincoin, dual. 

Jiunning time, 64 MINS, 

SESS 6 kv kde cccesvaceses Charles Biekford 

PUGEER ccc wccce cn cesecevececes tarry Carey | 
WN au.% e648 GecSesoroeesees Tommy Ryan 

BIOWS. on 0006s sec es cece wererter.. Mabel Todd 

MoOMmRs ssc ctoobeeveeooeceoes Guinn Williams 

Dav, PMA. . see cheese eT TTT: Nana Bryant 

Piearden er reer te? Tee tee Ralph Graves 

hinsella... 66a Concsececd John Gallaudet |} 
ol. ere ORDCSDObES DO Regis Toomey | 


Obviously tied in with the near re- 
Jease date for the prohibition era’s | 
No. 1 mobster, Al Capone, ‘Street of | 
Missing Men’ is a poor titular de-| 
scription of the story. It is, however, | 
paced for the action traffic, and | 
satisfies the needs for average enter- 
tainment of the rougher trade. 


Fresh off the ‘Rock’ after a five- 
veal stretch, Charles Bicktord 
brushes off the press lined up to 


during | Dative tutor. 
ter of one of the younger boys who 
sets out on 
The | flirtations with all the students. 


has her number and 


| the ordinary 


There arrives the sis- 


an outrageous series of 


Ray Milland is the -nly one who 
refuses to fall 


for her, but it is obvious from the 


start that he will marry her. 


Two of the men to whom she has 
become engaged go into a wine cel- 
lar to fight it out, but talk it over, 
then proceed to get drunk for one of 
the funny, albeit unoriginal, scenes. 

Milland plays well and_ Ellen 
Drew, as the ‘teaser,’ goes over, too. 

Jolo. 


GRANDI MAGAZZINI 


(‘Department Store’) 
(ITALIAN-MADE) 


Rome, Oct. 27. 


and release, 
Directed by G, 
Brizzi« At the 


Era Films production 
Assia Noris, De Sica 
erini, Camera, H. 
berini, Rome 

‘ast: Assia Noris, De 
rico Glori, Milena 
Beghl. Running 


Stars 
Cam- 
Bar- 


Riento. 
Penovich, 


time, 82 MINS, 


Sica, 


En- 
Luisella 


‘Grandi Magazzini’ further indi- 
cates that local production is getting 


into stride. Pic would only have 
limited chances abroad as a dualer, 
but in comparison with the usual 


output here, it’s going to grab above- 
average b.o. 

Story is on the 
but shows a more 
understanding of 


threadbare side, 
comprehensive 
the ‘musts’ than 
Direction is commend- 
mostly is fairly good 


able. Acting 


|along with the dialog 
| Love 


affair between a clerk and 
truck driver furnish the basis of the 
entertainment. Jealous because she 
has seen her boy friend eyeing 
other clerk, gal steals ski suit so she 


' can go on weekender with boyfriend. 


Romance jells plenty, but cools 


| pronto when the truckster is told by 


employment manager that not only 


| has gal stolen ski clothes but many 
| ather articles as well. 
‘he breaks with gal but later learns 


Disillusioned, 


she has been framed by personnel 


manager because she cold-shouldered | 


his advances. By investigation, he 


| uncovers vast theft ring inside store 


headed by employment chief, he’s 
rewarded for discovery and gal and 
he are reconciled. 

Assia Noris, as salesgirl, turns in a 


neat job, but De Sica, as the boy! 


an- | 


} composer. 


money. Holger Reenberg, a rugged 
individual of the Wallace Beery'! 
tvpe. P. Andersen and Willv Bille 
head the cast. Wear. 


MARSEILLAISE 


(FRENCH MADE) 

World release of Jean Renoir production 
Features Pierre Reneir, Louis Jouvet, 
Delan t Di 
Renoir; camer: 
Cameo, N. Y., 
time 79 MINS, 


lise 
ection and storys hy Jean 

Bourgein Maillois At 
week Nov: 3, "38 Running 


Louis NVI eee ae Pierre tenoir 
Marie-Antoinette..cccccces Lise Deliumare 
Oe ROCGGrer ....<s devecaseates es Louis Jouve 

ATNAUC, ..cccccccccccccscoseces \ndrex 
BOMICT. ..<scccesece eoecceceres Ardisson 
Javel Serr rrerrr ee te ee eee Paul Dullae 
Moi No ccvectecenceses cd Jean-I i Allibert 
CMCUIIETE. . cecccseesseses . .-- Alex Truchi 
EMPOUE . cs cccccsovcceceencs . Castel 
| Cree eee ee re Nadia Sibirskaia 
Louise Vaucl: ° Jenn Hie 


(In French; with English Titles) 

Jean Renoir, who created ‘Grand 
Illusion,’ has turned out another ex- 
citing vehicle about his 
France. It is not as powerful as 
‘Illusion’ nor is it the strong charac- 
ter study provided by the other film 
This is probably because it depends 
too much on spectacular scenes for 
motivation. 
| With Russian product obviously 
not rating its oldtime popularity in 
this country at present, this French- 
made production possesses sufficient 
movement as well as plug for liberty 
and equality to gain substantial box 
office at the arty and foreign lan- 
guage houses. Picture stands head and 
shoulders above a majority of Russe 
films. That it is so much better is 
due to the ability of the French pro- 
ducer to combine revolutionary fla- 
vor of the semi-historical piece with 
gripping entertainment values. It 
perhaps is no fault of Renoir that 
his plot ideas sometimes are muffled 
by the English title translations. 

The story takes in that period of 
French history when France was torn 
between surrendering to Prussian 
foes, marching on Paris, and being 
taken over by the volunteer peasant 
soldiery. For cinema purposes, the 
farmer musket-bearers are depicted 
gaining control of the government 
and the king and queen being forced 
into exile. 
| While several plot threads are left 
dangling, the film never lapses into 
|anything resembling dullness, 
| whether it is a Gallic pun, or a 
| fleeting romantic passage. And the 
,»picture unlike some French _ pic- 


tures, ends on a plausible note as | 


|the peasant army joins with the 
militia to march on the invading 
| foreigners, knowing their cause is 
| saved no mater what the outcome of 
| the battle may be. 
| ‘Marseillaise’ is big in production 
values. The battle and mob scenes 
are effectively done. 

But it is the deft directorial touch 


friend, is spotty. Enrico Glori, the| of Jean Renoir which stands out. 

employment manager, shows im-| 

provement over recent perform-| monarch, shown on one occasion de- 

ances, when he was extraing in} vouring a hearty meal while his aides 

French films, but work still needs | anxiously await the attack from the 

plenty of polish. Hugo. aroused peasantry. Then the tour 
¢ 


| formances, 


native | 


the imagination of 


I Laura 
Nucci that she 


30,000 


heiress 
buys some 


| lottery tickets in the hopes of win- 


ning his presence for a weekend as 
prize. 

When the station-master of a small 
village is the winner, Lugo drops in 
for a preview of the family with 
whom he is to spend the weekend. 
and tumbles for the station-master’s 
daughter (Dria Paola). But Miss 
Paola has ideas about a_ penniless 
Disappointed in love, 
Lugo, nevertheless, returns for the 
celebration in his honor. 

The townspeople all give A-1 per- 
headed bv flustered 
station-master Gugliemo_ Sinaz. 
Lugo caps things off by singing the 
composition of Miss Paola’s penniless 
sweetie, thus bringing latter success. 
Just what happens to the heiress 


who has hired herself out as maid to | 


be near 


her ideal is never made 

clear. 
Laura Nueci is likeable as the 
heiress while Miss Paola is little 
too wide-eyed to please. Ugo Ceseri 


contributes some neat comedy. 
Though there are a few good shots, 


photography on the whole is stand- 
ard. Direction is nicely paced with 
good sense of comedy. 


Il Sogno Di Ryitterfly 


(‘Song of the Butterfly’) 
| (ITALIAN-MADE) 
Rome, Oct. 28 

Industrie Cinematographiche Italiane re 
lease of S. A. Grandi Film Storiei produc 

on Stars Maria Cehbhoiari features Fosco 
Giachetti and Lucia Englisch Directed by 
Carmine Gullor Story, Carmine Gallone 
and Hernest Muarisel I> pou Guido 
Cantin musical director, Tou Rieel: can 
eVe Anchise ft i \ hie “iipe nem 
Rome Running time, 95 MIEINS, 

Rosu Relloni. eee R Mit ‘ tay 
Hurry eters, vecbewee ose Giachet 
Anr ee eccccess lu Kens h 
Signor POCO. i50:0500850 . 


Riccardo . Lt 


Awarded one of the top prizes at 
the recent Venice Film Biennial. this 
couldn’t account for any standees 
out of spaghetti land, but being 
heavy on the opera, it should go well 
here and in arty circles abroad. 
Opera scenes warbled in A-1 man- 
ner by Maria Cebotari, helped by the 
chorus and orchestra of the 
opera house, are well staged. 
_Story showing similarity | 
life of opera star and role she 
in ‘Butterfly,’ is on the hackneved 
side and stretches credulity to break- 
ing point. Italian singer (Miss 
Cebotari) falls in love with an Amer- 
ican pianist (Giachetti), playing in 
Bologna. When he announces a fine 
offer in New York which will fur- 
ther his career, she lets him go inno- 
cent of his impending fatherhood. 
When he finally does come back four 
years later to hear her triumph in 
| ‘Butterfly.’ he brings along his wife. 
After building audience up for a 
| terrific climax, the story fades there- 
| after. 

Miss Cebotari shows little acting 
ability but her talents toward arias 
jare plenty good. Fosco Giachetti is 
hardly credible as the American: in 
fact, whole pic belongs to comedy 
| . . . 
relief of Lucia Englisch, who acts as 
pal and mother confessor to errant 
Opera star. She’s full of bright quips 
| and has an impishness that makes 
| 


local 


etlween 


sings 


one want to see her in meatier roles. 
Production is handled with un- 


There is the poking fun at the French | usual deftness and polish. Costuming. 


| scenery, musical accompaniment and 
cutting are all on the upgrade, but 
photography is mediocre Carmine 
Gallone has directed well. 


Wednesday, 


in al 


Sibirskaia | 
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FIRST FILM CONCERT 


(French-Made) 
(MUSICAL) 


release of Societe des 


World Artistes In- 
ts thonaux compilation of musical » 
| Features Alfred Cortot, Gregov Viatinvorsky, 
\. Brailowsky, Jacques Thibaud, Elisabeth 
| Schumann, Clotilde Sakharoif, Magda Tuglie 


lente, 


ferro, Ninon Vallin, Serge Lifar and Corps 
de Batlet of the Paris Opera. Directors, 
Mareel L’ Herbier, Max Ophuls, Dimitri 
Kirsanoff; photography, Planer, Krugee and 
Kaufmin (no first games credited), At dth 
Ave. Ilayhouse, N. Y.. week Noy 1, "NY 
Rurning time, 52 MINS. 
| 


‘The First Film Concert’ is a group- 
ing of eight musical shorts that have 
been strung together for release as a 
feature. The Societe des Artistes 
Internationaux of Paris assembled 
seven of the briefies and World Pie- 
,tures, the distributor on this side, 
added another featuring Serge Lifar 
and the French Opera ballet. Last- 
mentioned short was cut from a 
three-reeler that was available here. 
It is no outstanding ad for the Paris 
Opera. Commercially, ‘First Film 
Concert’ will appeal only to music- 
‘lovers, and then not satisfy the av- 
erage patron who enjoys this field of 
art, since some of the shorts are not 
very competently made. 

Sufficient interest to sit through 
this feature, especially if the onlook- 
er appreciates classical music, is cre- 
ated principally by a few of the 
'shorts that have been rather well 
,done and by the unusually fine pho- 
| tography which figures. The open- 
ing, ‘Children’s Corner,’ by Debussy, 
with Alfred Corto at the piano and 
two little children carrying cut the 
story with animated toys, starts it off 
promisingly, but other shorts, includ- 
ing the second, dispel the illusion. 

Gregor Piatigorsky, cellist, playing 
\‘Andante et Rondo,’ is tiresome. but 
A. Brailowsky’s piano selection, Cho- 
pin’s Valse Brillante, is outstandingly 
| good, both in performance and in the 
excellent photographic values ob- 
tained. 

Measuring up rather effectively is 
Flisabeth Schumann’s restrained ren- 
dition of Schubert's ‘Ave Maria.’ 
filmed before a symbolic background 
and accentuating the pious force of 
the music. Miss Schumann possesses 
a rather impressive contralto voice. 

Shorts of lesser importance 


include 


the Paris opera ballet in which the 
camera hasn’t been at tops; Ninon 
Vallin, soprano, singing ‘Les Ber- 


iceaux,”’ photography here being good, 


however: and Clotilde Sakharoff, ae- 
companied by the piano, in an ex- 
pressionistic ballet single In the 


latter the dancing is so poor that the 


photographie background serves to 
divert attention from her routine 
Char, 


A KAROSSZEK 
(The Arm-Chair'’) 
(HUNGARIAN-MADE) 


Budapest, Oct. 28. 
Pa tinus release of ‘ 


Mik y on, 
Dine t by } ] l log) Screenplay, 
Janos Bokuy; camera, Arpad Makas At 
Royal Apollo, Budapest Running time, 
80 MINS. 
Ne, eee eee Mik F ky 
‘ his \y e, eesceoes 7, i & les 
\I ew Cre eesecce la Szil y 
Olone] Fekete. .ccosceccsees Gabor Rajnay 
he Neu Kalinin r 


MIF is a new production company 
of writers and artists, with banking 
support, Although the present pro- 
duction, MIF’s first, does not claim to 
be highbrow, it’s nicely done 
fairly amusing. 


and 


Story, based on novel of the same 
title, centers around an antique arm- 
chair which Clara buys at an auction, 
thereby affording the boy who has 
fallen in love with her at sight, an 
occasion to make her acquaintance 
by outbidding her. Clara’s husband 
blames her for the extravagance and 


makes her give up the chair to the 
boy, who welcomes the occasion of 
keeping in touch with he Among 
the three, the chair changes hands 
half a dozen times and there is a 
series of amusing misunderstandings, 
Finally, Clara gets a divorce and 
es the boy, thi estab] ig 

( ownership over the chair. 

Jacobi, 


TITLE CHANGES 


Nov. 14 
‘Married and in Love’ is 


on ‘Distant Fields’ at RKO. 


Holly wood 


new tag¢ 


‘My Little Chickadee’ latest 
monicker for ‘The Farmer's Daugh- 
ter and the Traveling man’ at Uni- 


versal. 
RKO switched from 
‘Two Thoroughbreds.’ 
‘New Moon’ is final title of Metro's 
musical, ‘Lover Come Back to Me.’ 
‘Crusaders of the Red Cross’ is new 


‘Sunset’ to 


tag for ‘Clara Barton and the Read 
Cross’ at Warners. 
‘I Was an Adventuress’ is release 


handle on ‘European Plan’ at 20th- 
Fox. 

Metro lengthened ‘Nick Carter’ to 
‘Nick Carter, Master Detective.’ 

Columbia announced two changes: 
‘My Son Is Guilty’ for ‘The Cop from 
Hell’s Kitchen’ and ‘Pioneers of the 
Frontier’ for ‘Gun Lord of th Fron- 
tier.’ 

‘Partners of the Night’ is Ameri- 
can tag on ‘St. Martin’s Lane,’ Brit- 
ish Mayflower production for Para- 
mount release 

2Uth-Fox shifted 
to ‘City of Chance.’ 


from ‘The City 
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THE CRITICS 
GET THE 
LUBITSCH 
TOUCH! 





‘NINOTCHKA’ 
HIT AT MUSIC HALL! 


Keep your playing time wide 
open for your extended run! 

















HELD OVER! BIZ S.R.O.! 


“Something to be seen and relished . . . Cleverest piece 

to have come out of Hollywood in years...‘Ninotchka’ is 

a ‘must’ not only for Garbo enthusiasts, but for all who 

enjoy good pictures,” —KATE CAMERON, N. Y. Daily News 
* 


“One of the sprightliest comedies of the year, a gay and 


impertinent show which never pulls its punch lines... 


Thoroughly entertaining... The comedy comes off bril- 
liantly. We think you will like it immensely.” 
—FRANK S. NUGENT, N. Y. Times 
. 


“Excellent! Lubitsch and Garbo... there’s a combination 

for you...Gloriously, uproariously amusing...‘Ninotchka’ 

is everything in the way of slick entertainment ...Garbo 

is completely magnificent.” —IRENE THIRER, N. Y. Post 
* 


“One of the most delightful entertainments of this or 

any season...Garbo’s performance enormously funny... 

those famed ‘Lubitsch touches’ happily in evidence. 

Don’t misss this one.” —ROSE PELSWICK, N.Y. Journal & American 
* 


“Put it right up at the head of the list of the best 
pictures of 1939.” —LEO MISHKIN, N. Y. Morning Telegraph 


“The year’s most captivating screen comedy... Garbo 
gives a joyous and utterly enchanting portrayal . . 
Lubitsch has put his famous directorial touch on the 
film... Garbo is a past mistress of comedy... even more 
lovely than in the past . . . [t is a Garbo triumph.” 
—HOWARD BARNES, N.Y. Herald Tribune 
. 
“One of the gayest and funniest pictures presented in a 
season that has seen many good films... Greta Garbo 
becomes an outrageously lovely, merry and romantic 
actress ... The picture has wit in every scene... The 
pace never lessens.” —EILEEN CREELMAN, N. Y. Sun. 
2 


“Garbo really does sparkle...An enchanting comedy in 
the best Lubitsch style...The wit, smartness, good nature 
will charm audiences. Adult comedy and a certain hit.” 
—BLAND JOHANESON, N. Y. Daily Mirror 
. 
“Greta Garbo proves that she is a comedienne of great- 
ness and distinction in a frolicsome, frothy and com- 
pletely delightful comedy...She is a delight. If you fail 
to see it you'll be missing one of the jolliest treats of 
the year.” —WILLIAM BOEHNEL, N. Y. World-Telegram 
» 


GRETA GARBO in "NINOTCHKA”—(Don': Protiounce—SEE iT) with 
Melvyn Douglas « Ina Claire » An Ernst Lubitsch Production - Screen 
Play by Charles Brackett, Billy Wilder and Walter Reisch * Based on 
the Original Story by Melchior Lengyel » A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Picture » Directed by Ernst Lubitsch. 


EXTRA! READ THE REVIEWS OF “ANOTHER THIN MAN”! 


(The next big M-G-M Topnotchka Attraction is Sweet and Hotchka!) 
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hom Nicholls, Jr., 
Killed in-Auto Mishap; 
Sister-in-Law Will Live 








Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
George Nicholls, Jr., 42, film di- | 

















rector, died from injuries yesterday . ae ts Gems Kbbocostations T.—Running Time 
Monday when his auto plunged 760 Ges, & Ft ee ccuaie: Cli Domed thvamens W—Western; D—Drama; Me—Musical 
feet off Inspiration Point in Holly- om tte Ry es ala etansinaadiadade “ a 
wood Hills. His sister-in-law, Mrs. | ~~ : 
a6 |)6hWEEK 6 «6(Rev 
Acta Barnett, 25, in the car with him ° OF | TITLE TYPE Co. TALENT 
was thrown clear and will recover | RELEASE! Var 
from her injuries, which include a es 
what is believed to be a fractured 9 8 39 | 8/16 GOLDEN BOY cp Col B.Stanwyck-A.Menjou-W.Holden 98 
kull. Nicholls was a film actor in|“ 3 RANGE WAR w Par W. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Moran 65 
r | 3 N AT TREASURE ISLAND M 20th S. Tole R P. Moore ~ 
the silents and later became a cam- | 8/23 cae aictieinean pet an = xe .. ee. t. Tovar q 7 
; . ’ 7 
Sak WO Gas at We ees | 8.23 | FULL CONFESSION D | RKO | ViMcLaglen-S.Eilers-B.Fitzger'a | 7 
in 1934 at RKO. One of his recent is = TWO BRIGHT BOYS M U = Rouse, Marcie b= 
films was Republic’s ‘Man of Con- | | a/16 DESPERATE TRAILS w U JM. Brewn-B. Baker-F. Knight a6 
quest’ and currently hey py hg | 41/8 NANCY DREW & STAIRCASE M_ WB B. Granville-J. Litel _ | 3 
mn seen ae Pag hor studio 91539 | OUTPOST OF MOUNTIES D Col C. Starrett-l. Meredith 
om o.com e he free- | § 27 | DANCING CO-ED cD M-G L. Turner-R. Carlson-L. Bowman 80 
eae ts ree yee SKY PATROL M | Mone | J. Trent-M. Stone-M. Reynolds 61 
lanced. He is credited with develop- | 726 BEAU GESTE D Par G. Coeper-R. Milland-R. Preston asa 
ing several young players. 9/20 DAY THE BOOKIES WEPT Cc RKO J. Penner-B. Grable 53 
His father, George Nicholls, Sr., | 9/13 THE RAINS CAME cb 20th M. Loy-T. Power-G. Brent 100 
was director with the old Biograph } 9/8 HAWAIIAN NIGHTS = U J. Downs-M. Cartisle-C. Moore | 65 
Co. in New York. / | 8/16 | DUST BE MY DESTINY _| _WB_ | J. Garfield-P. Lane | _| 88 
He leaves a widow, son and daugh- 9 22 39 10/25 THOSE HIGH, GREY WALLS D Cel W. Connolly- L Meredith T 
ter. 9/20 THUNDER AFLOAT D M-G W. Beery-C. Morris-V. Grey 94 
9/27 $1,000 A TOUCHDOWN Cc Par J. E. Brown-M. Raye-E. Blore 7 
823 | FIFTH AVENUE GIRL CD | RKO | G. Rogers-W. Connolly-E. Ellison B82 
REELERS-: 8/30 | STOP, LOOK AND LOVE Cc 20th J. Rogers-W. Frawley 57 
2 N. Y. NEW ? 10/4 INTERMEZZO, LOVE STORY cD UA L. Howard-l. Bergman 5 
10, RIO -D U S. Gurie-B. Rathbone-V.McLaglen| 5 
OTHER NEW HOUSES NO PLACE TO GO CD | WB_| G. Dickson-D. Morgan-F. Stone 
‘qa aq | | SCANDAL SHEET D | Col O. Kruger-O. Munsen 65 
9 29, 38 10/18 a as Rag ag r: — A Sothern-F. Tone-V. Grey 71 
Hyman J. Davis, British investor 9 13 4 . . ‘ ee 4 ar MaecMurray-Carroll-Jones 85 
; -e man, is planning a news- 9/27 CALLING ALL MARINES M Rep D. Barry-H. Mack-W. Hymer 65 
ee ae oe 10/4. | THE ARIZONA KID w | mew | = meccrs-G. Mayes-S. March 
reeler at 59th near Park ave., N. Y., 9/37 EME f AM. A STRANGER ad 2oth | & ones. moves. Ne i 
on, cn Ge ae Pe 10/25 | THE WITNESS VANISHES a U | D. Durbin-E. Pallette-L. Howard|  ¢¢ 
eee ee 8/23 | NURSE EDITH CAVELL DB | RKO | Neagle-Oliver-Sanders 4 
Terminal building, near Gran en- A CHILD IS BORN D WB G. Fitzgerald-J. Lynn 
tral Terminal. This roy Magn prob- 927 | ESPIONAGE AGENT M | WB J. McCrea-B, Marshall . 
ably will be operate y e same — ° : aoe © —_— | | : 
people currently running the Grand | 10/6/39 9 = WHAT A LIFE 5 | «Par J. Cooper-B. Field 5 
antrs Jewsreel. will seat around 9/2: CRASHING THRU 1 Mono J. Newill-W. Hull-M. Stone 82 
Central Newsreel, will seat a : 10/18 THE KANSAS TERRORS w Rep Senas Minamuitoere - 
600. Not ready until March or Apri 9/6 EVERYTHING'S ON ICE Cc RKO I. Dere-E. Ellis-V. Vale 4 
next. 11/8 | THE ESCAPE D | 20th | K. Richmond-A. Duff 58 
| 10/4 ETERNALLY YOURS cD UA | L, Young-D. Niven 110 
New L. A. 1,116-Seater | 9/13 | HERO FOR A DAY cn U_ | A. Louise-D. Faran | 65 
ces Anasien Mov. 14. | _1048_ | PRIDE OF BLUE GRASS CD. | WB_ | E.Fellows-J.McCallion =| 65 
Fox West Coast has opened its 49 73/39 | 12/14 | FLIGHT TO FAME CD | col | C.Farrell-J. Wells | 67 
new 1,116-seat nabe, the Academy. | 9/20 BABES IN ARMS cD M-G J. Garland-M. Reoney-G. Kibbee 6 
gyn regimen | 10/4" | THREE SONS. D | nko | Eby Vatew. Gnrean ‘e 
A gg ge nae kaw 10/4 HOLLYWOOD CAVALCADE MU 20th | A. Faye- D. Ameche-S. Erwin 30 
Seales at : oe ae inL. A | _10/25 ON YOUR TOES _ _MU | WB Zorina-E. Albert 93 
struction of a A. es ee — ck — | ms ” 
Fox West Coast closed a deal for 10/20/39 | 11/11 | SMITH GOZS = WASH. . Col | J, Stewart-J. Arthur-C. Rains 126 
the erection of 900-seat theatre 1n 10/18 AT THE age > M-G Marx Bros.-K. Baker-F. ee . 85 
San Diego TELEVISION § 4 Par W. Henry-J. Barrett-W.CollierS§r. 58 
‘ ; WB SHIPYARD SALLY c 20th G. Fields-S. Howard 
anu | 11/1 PACK UP YOUR TROUBLES c 20th | J. Withers-Ritz Bros. 55 
Shea’s New Nabe TOWER OF LONDON M U B. Rathbone-B. Karloff 
Buffalo, Nov. 14. OKLAHOMA FRONTIER Ww U J. M. Brown-B. Baker-F. Knight | 
Shea Amus Co. (Par) toerectnew, ______ | SMASHING MONEY RING M _WB_ R. Keagan-M. Stevenson | 61 
1,000-seat_nabe at Lackawanna, | 19 97 739 | 30/25 BEWARE SPOOKS C | co 2 > tenement. Geltie | es 
Buffalo suburb, second in string of | . BAD LITTLE ANGEL D M-G > Weidler-G. Reynolds-R. Owen > 
propesed new nabes by Shea, the | i/l MUTINY IN BIG HOUSE D | hanes : Bickferd-8, MacLane a4 
first being the Niagara, adjoining the DANGER FLIGHT D | Mono | J, Trent-M. Reynolds-M. Stone 61 
local downtown section. Reported 10/18 | DISPUTED PASSAGE _ D | par | Lamour-Tamiroff-Howard | 89 
that a new East Side house also will | 10/18 COWBOYS foes TEXAS . | Rep R.Liv'gton-R.Hatton-D.Renaldo te 
be built for Shea in the Genesee- | 30/25 agen g eae y_ re > | = | 2 ee ie = 
eeee are, 9/13 | HOUSEKEEPER’S DAUGHTER C | UA J. Bennett-A.Menjou-W. Gargan 80 
11/1 LITTLE ACCIDENT cD | U H. Herbert-B. San¢y-F. Rice 65 
P 10/25 | THE ROARING TWENTIES on | WB 3 Cagney-H. Begart-P. Lane 106 
Ni. * . 11/1 JEEPERS CREEPERS _ | Rep | Weaver Bros.-R. Rogers —__ 69 
x New act 11/3/39 | 11/8 | BLONDIE BRINGS UP BABY C | “Cor | P. Singleton-A. Lake-L. Sims ~ 67 
Continued from page 5 1 | STRANGER FROM TEXAS } Col C. Starrett-L. Gray-D. Curtis 
10 NINOTCHKA | M-G | G.Garbo-M. Dougias-I. Claire 111 
crease production. There are ex- | 11/15 | OVERLAND MAIL Wii pene Jack Randall 
ceptions, such as Warners, which | FIGHTING MEN : D | Mone | J. Newill-S. Blane 
< 7 ‘er cj re - | | Vil . fi 4k i ai ,e€0rge r n } 
— — oe a i © HEAVEN BARBED WIRE FENCE CD 20th 5. Recere-tk Waiern-M.Rambeon 61 
ee ee 11/1 | LEGION OF LOST FLYERS M | “U' | R. Arlen-A. Nagel-A. Devine 4 
angle it has been pointed = eed | CALL A MESSENGER M | h- S Halep-H Malt 3. Garliste |i = 
some of the most —— eg ta | KID NIGHTINGALE _C | warily. Payne-J. Wyman | 58 
the past yeer or so have emanate 28 = : ey | ee . —i. : 
:e | 11/8 “REMEMBER? | M-G | R. Tayler-G. Garson-L. Ayers | ~ g2 
from what were regarded as stage | 11/10 39 | HEROES IN BLUE D | Mene | D. Purcell-B. Hayes 
mediocrities, or moderate successes | 4/1 | CAT AND CANARY M | ta | B. Hope-P’lette Geddard-J. Beal . 
em. _— | 11/8 | MAIN STREET LAWYER M | Rep | E. Ellis-A. Louise-R. Baldwin 32 
Aside from the objectionbale re- | 11/8 | ALLEGHENY UPRISING D | RKO | J. Wayne-C. Trevor-C. Sanders 98 
visions in the amended agreement, | 11/8 | DRUMS ALONG MOHAWK D | 20th | GC. Colbert-H. Fonda-E. M. Oliver 103 
film companies were also burned up | 11/8 | FIRST LOVE ; D | U | D. Durbin-R. Stack | 
by refusal of the authors to accept 11/8 | ONE HOUR TO LIV . — | U | p. Nolan-C. Bickford-J. Litel @: 
a proposal whereby the film end —__— 10/4 — AND ESSEX WE _B. Davis-E. Flynn | 106 
would have the privilege of with- 11/17/39 | 11/15 | Saar tiene gates a > M-G M. Loy-W. Powell-C. A. Smith oa 
‘aw after two 11/15 : AN Ss SES : Mono W. Lawson-S. Hal 
cine ith it the li uishment 9/20 RULERS OF THE SEA D Par | D. Fairbanks, Jr.-M. Lock wood- 96 
oe F . 4 — — sy | | THE WASHINGTON COWBOY CD Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette-M. Carlisle ji 
of ali rights and all claim to money 11/15 | THE COVERED TRAILER C Sep | 3. Gisesend. Gieenen-t. Sree Mie 
invesied up to that point, observers 10/18 | MEET DR. CHRISTIAN D | RKO | J. Hersholt-D. Lovett-P. Lee | 7 
cannot understand why the authors 11/1 | TOO BUSY TO WORK C | 20th | J. Prouty-S. Byington-K. Howell | ¢4 
rejected the proposal so insistently. 11/1 | ON DRESS PARADE M | WB | Dead End Kids-J. Litel ia 
Only explanation is that the Guild) sid __ | YESTRY RIDES AGAIN __ CcD- U _M. Dietrich-J. Stewart 
leaders suspect subterfuge, not ap- | 11/24/39 | "AMAZING MR. WILLIAMS C “pel | “3 enka beach 
parent to others in show circles. ; at whnek Gene w | M-G L. Ayres-L. Barrymore-L. Day 
Metro was the firm that sought the | ; R ". NS, ' | Mono Tex Ritter 
adoption of this proposal. Para- | 11/8 ca Lon he tones wane a | Par F. Bainter-F. Craven-E. Lowe 83 
mount is known now to have joined 11/15 eae sam wits NG MU | BKO Sayed. Menjou-d. E. Morton 
Metro in asking for the same pro- | CITY FOR SALE me | ary - A ey Pg ie hed _— "1 
vision, which is doubtful of getting | | INVISIBLE MAN RETURNS CD | U ¥, Priee-¥. Grey-@, Mardwiche 
favorable consideration from the au- | | 11/15, _WE ARE NOT ALONE _ D | ws P. Muni-J. Bryan-F. Robson 12 
thors this season. — There are other _ ——— A CALL ON THE PRESIDENT CD | ea | Lie aia aa - 
disputed points, but none as imnor- 12/1 /3 CAFE HOSTESS CD | Gol | C. Grant-R. Russell-R. Bellamy 
tant as the option idea, unless it be GENTLEMAN FROM ARIZONA w | Mono C. Reynolds-J. King 
the regulations covering shows which YUKON FLIGHT D Mono | J. Newill-L. Stanley-D. O’Brien 
close on tour. NIGHT OF NIGHTS cD Par | P. O’Brien-O. Bradna-R. Young | 
As the new pact stands, there are pag sie tdi = oso | - = G. Sig ee -A. Loulse "3 
several ways whereby picture com- 25 : 2 s oler- ari- arke 
panies may back legit shows, and the , 10/2 atone ae ON HOLID'’Y M = - ae} at Travers 90 
dther ‘anxious Ree vr ae RETURN OF DR.X = ™M {| WB | H. Bogart-J. Litel-R. Lane 
HENRY GOES ARIZONA CD | M-G | F.Morgan-V. Weidler-G. Kibbee’ 
rights. Possiole that the coast ene | 12/8/39 THE LLANO KID W | Par | T.Guizar-A. Dunn-A. Mowbray 69 
will reconsider its idea o e new TWO THOROUGHBREDS D RKO | J Ledse-d. Rereaan 
arrangement, but it is clear that, for BARRICADE cD 20th A. Faye-W. Baxter-A. Treacher 
the most part, the deal did not pan MAN FROM MONTREAL D U R. Arlen-A. Devine 
out as the film companies expected. PRIVATE DETECTIVE M WB J. Wyman-D. Foran 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of | 
all the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. 
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Extending Runs 








et 

tures is double what it owas 18 
'months ago? 

‘Do you realize, Mr. Fabian, that 


| labor receives a higher percentage of 
payment on each individual produc- 
tion than do the stars themselves, 
and that the cost of building mate. 
rial and equipment makes it impos- 
sible for us to produce a big picture 
subject at a reasonable price? 

‘Mr. Fabian, if the exhibitors of 
America do not realize these very 
important matters and do not pre- 
pare to do their share in encourag- 
ing and aiding us of the studios, then 
it is going to be a sorry day for ex- 
hibitors. 

‘If producers find that they can- 
not at least break even, then 
naturally, they cannot be expeced to 
take the fabulous financial gambles 
that we are forced to take today. If 
the rest of American exhibitors pull 
any picture when it is doing legiti- 


mately fine business, then, in my 
opinion, they will be cutting their 
own throats because the producers 


are eventually going to come to the 
realization that they will have to de- 
pend upon smaller, lower price pic- 
tures, as it is impossible to expect 
us to take the gamble without the 
fullest cooperation from every ex- 
hibitor and theatre manager in the 
nation, 

‘Mr. Fabian, 
able excuse 


is no ¢«onceiv- 
action and I 


there 
for your 


am writing you this open letter in 
the hope that it will awaken re- 


sponse from exhibitors so that mov- 
ing pictures worthy of extended en- 
gagements will be given same and 
so that they will be permitted to 
earn for you and for us every dollar 
that they can in your territory so 
that a proper share of that money 
can be returned to Hollywood to be 
used to make other pictures just as 
fine and fitting as ‘Drums’.’ 

Fabian declared yesterday he had 
no comment on the letter. 


Philly Allied Skepical 

Philadelphia, Nov. 

Recent concessions made by dis- 
tributors were labeled ‘appeasement’ 
by a meeting of the directors of the 
Eastern region of the Allied States 
Association of Motion Picture Ex- 
hibitors meeting here yesterday (13). 
The Allied bigwigs met behind 
closed doors and mapped out plans 
for cooperative action by the indies 


14. 


toward gaining better prices and 

clearance for future produet. 
Following the huddle Frank 

Lydon, eastern regional v.p., stated 


‘The directors spent five hours in 
session covering the phases of or- 


Zanization usually discussed at re- 
gionals. Some voiced a_ suspicion 
| that the present concessions (by 
distributors) were merely articles of 
apperisement to be used by the 


distributors in an effort to defeat the 


Neely Bill and other Allied aims, but 
it was generally agreed that the ex- 
| isting printing concessions had not 
heen effective long enough to de- 


termine their value.’ 

Directors of the groups represent- 
ing Connecticut, Massachusetts, New 
Jersey, Eastern Pennsylvania, Dis- 
trict of Columbia and Maryland were 
warned by Lydon that service to 
members of their local organizations 
must not be neglected through ‘a 


| coneentration of effort on legislation 
| and litigation.’ 


ent chains 





| 


RKO’s 2 N. Y. Deals 

With sales away ahead of last vear 
for the New York-New Jersey ter- 
ritory, RKO during the past week 
brought in two deals with independ- 
of Contr 
for the °39-40 product were closed 
with Randforce in the Brooklyn ter- 
ritory and with the Century circuit, 
which also operates on Long Island 

Bob Wolfe, branch manager for 
RKO at New York, negotiated the 
contracts and has a couple others in 
work that are nearing completion. 

Interstate circuit in the southwest, 
numbering 130 theatres, has signed 
with RKO for the entire 1939-40 out- 
put. 

John Balaban, Abe Blank and 
Ralph Branton flew into New York 
over the weekend to discuss final 
details on product buys and to take 
up current operating matters with 
home office Paramount execuiives. 
George Walsh and Eugene Levy, up- 
state New York operators, came in 
Monday (13) for the same purpose 
Hunter Perry, irginia partner of 
Par’s, was in th. end of last week. 


Importance. cts 





Theatre Forced to Close? 


Columbus, Nov. 14. 
Bert Williams, manager of the 
Bexley, states he will close the house 
on Saturday next due to inability 
ico get together with distributors on 
new product contracts. 
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! What medium of advertising is the envy of every National Advertiser? 


@ Elementary, my dear Watson! The NATIONAL SCREEN TRAILER on your 
screen, selling a 100% customer-audience at every performance. 


What medium of advertising makes action speak louder with words? 


@ A simple deduction, Watson! The NATIONAL SCREEN TRAILER combining 
the highlights of your picture ... with the emphasis of printed selling copy’ 
. «« into one streamlined, quick-action entertaining sales message. . . at! 


| one and the same time. 
Quick, Watson, the Noodle! Why is the NATIONAL SCREEN TRAILER the BEST SELLER IN THE | 
BUSINESS ? 


C70} are | 
Special Problem ? 
Solve it with 
NATIONAL SCREEN 


SERVICE Special _ se na TIONAL beeen SERVICE 


5@ Because, my dear Watson, it’s cheap and effective .. . it 
actually sells seats at lower cost per person reached than 
any other advertising you can buy. 










| 
Announcement Trailers! PRIZE BABY OF THE LIAL 
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THEATRE, PLL 


Bob Livingston of Capitol, Lincoln, Takes Unusual 
Step to Counteract Stay-at-Home Tendency of 


+ 


Radio Giveaway 


Lincoln, Nov. 14. 
squeaking about radio: 
for his theatre and see- 
to no good. Bob Living- | 


Tired of 
competition 
ing it come 


ston, Capitol theatre operator here, 
took an advertisement in the paper 
attacking a radio giveaway which | 
has been keeping many of the pos- | 
sible patrons home. } 

His ad copy reads: 


Attention, Radio Fans! 
‘Do you listen to Tums Pot 
O’Gold contest each Tuesday 
evening at 7:30? 
‘You no longer need to stay at | 
home beside your radio to win. 
‘Why Not? 
‘Because if you’reinattendance | 
at the Capitol theatre during this 
program, and there's no one at | 
home to receive the contest win- 
ning phone call 
‘We will give you 
“$1,000 | 
‘Phone the Capitol for full par- | 
ticulars.’ 
Livingston was one of the prime} 
movers in getting bank night and all} 
kinds of giveaways outlawed in Ne-|} 
braska, and hopes, by this safeguard | 
of his patronage at the theatre, to) 
break down the stay-at-home attitude | 


of many listeners during the winter 
months. 


‘Show and Sandwich Night’ 

Minneapolis, Nov. 14. 

Newest thing in theatre giveaways | 
here are, kosher cornbeef sand-| 
wiches. Homewood theatre, deluxe | 
house in Jewish neighborhood, now | 
has weekly ‘Show and Sandwich}! 
Night’ and with each 25c adult ad-| 
mission gives a coupon redeemable | 
for a 15c cornbeef sandwich in a| 
delicatessen store across the street | 


CALLS YOU AND YOU'RE AT MY 


| Tower. 


| swer correctly a question asked by 


PAY YOU $1,000’ SEZ MGR. 


Thumbing a Lift 








Hollywood, Nov. 14. 


Studio flacks are getting pretty 
fed up on requests from theatre 
managers around the country for 
congratulatory wires from stars 
on all manner of events running 
from a new cashier to turning on 
the cooling system. 


Topper came last week when 
an assistant manager asked for 
an expression from a name 
player on return of the house 
manager, who had been ill at 
home. 





from the theatre. Entire newspaper } 
ad is devoted to sandwich giveaway | 
announcement, with the name of the | 
screen attraction, ‘Coast Guard,’ only | 
incidentaliy mentioned in small type | 
covering one line at the bottom. 

Another de luxe neighborhood | 
house, Harold Kaplan and Harold 
Field’s St. Louis Park, now serves 
coffee to patrons in the lobby on 
cold nights, but doesn’t advertise this 
giveaway. Still a third Twin City 
showhouse has a restaurant operated | 
in conjunction with the theatre and | 
cafe patrons receive free tickets to | porhood merchants, according to 
the showhouse. Leading local hotels | police, 
also give away, matinee film theatre | 
tickets to feminine luncheon guests. 











Miss. Kayees Banke 
Memphis, Nov, 14. 
Stili Teugh in M'waukee |_ Bank night took it on the chin in 
Milwaukee, Nov. 7. | Mississippi last week for the first 
: Sa time. Chancellor M. B. Montgomer 
Local police are continuing to paled tn Sete Geutk af Shanes eas 
seek gambling warrants for sponsors . ity 
of bingo games, and d.a. Herbert J. that bank nights are lotteries, is- 
Steffes continued to take the re-|5U/98 a restraining injunction in the 
quests under advisement. The police | = — S. Holmes vs. Dixie 
also submitted to the prosecutor a S, anc. 
report of the ‘quiz’ contest at the State surpeme court had previously 
Steffes took under advise- | Made ruling which most theatrical 
ment a request for a warrant for | attorneys interpreted as permitting 
the house’s manager, Louis Lutz, {Such schemes, new edict coming 
The requests Saturday brought to | therefore as a jolt to many small- 


,|town operators throughout state. 


seven the number of bingo game} =e 
sponsors for whom _ police have | Chancellor said ‘in the actual op- 


sought warrants since Judge Charles | eration of the scheme persons on the 
L. Aarons decided two weeks BBO |e erati 7. ede a valuable con- 

ee . : : ;¢ | Sideration for a chance to win and 
Cas Denes, payer ms pune Rare, a the bank night in question is a lot 
gambling and a ‘public nuisance. pont, ques - 

The ‘quiz’ contest at the Tower ae 

is similar to quiz programs on the aa Barbour, Sr., attorney for the | 
radio, the officers said. Ten mem-| ‘tre, is expected to appeal. 
bers of the audience are called on| . 
the stage and receive $5 if they an- 





' 








the announcer. Persons who sub- 
mit the questions receive $2.50. 
Steffes Friday referred to the city 
attorneys office a police complaint 
on the ‘Krazy Auction’ conducted at 
the Comet theatre. Merchandise is 
auctioned off on stage, the purchas- | 
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Film Guilds Nix Bioff 
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said they were pledged to the follow- 
ing program: 


‘To retain the 10% wage increase | 


recently granted the 12,000 members 
of the IATSE. 

‘To obtain a similar 10% increase 
for all members of the AFL unions 


outside the IATSE, except the Studio | 


Painters. 
‘That before the 10% raise granted 
the IATSE is relinquished, there 


must be a careful scrutiny of the) 


sums the industry pays producers 
and top members of the 


and actors. 

Bioff added: 

‘The wage increase granted IATSE 
costs the producers an extra $3,- 
000,000 annually. Increases asked be- 


cause of the IA raise would total | 


$16,000,000 more. Before the indus- 
try attempts to save $16,000,000 by 
shaving down the little fellow who 
makes $25 or $30 a week, there 
should be a frank discussion and 
study of the industry salaries and 
earnings generally, 

‘There are 246 contract employes 
at one studio whose last annual 
earnings totaled $7,800,000. Of this 
amount 46 persons received $7,- 
000,000. Perhaps the system of dis- 
tributing the industry’s reward is 


lopsided. Too few seem to be tak- | 
ing out too much and too many seem | 


to be getting too little.’ 


Ed Heim, a member of Screen 
Actors Guild Council, has filed suit 
in Superior Court eeking to force 
SAG to give extras and other Class 
B members an equal vote with stars 
and Class A members. Kenneth 
Thomson, SAG executive secretary, 
and James Cagney, a vice prexy, 
were not included. Heim’s attorney 
said Thomson was omitted because 
the present action is not an attack 


on the management of the Guild, and | 
Cagney because he is not opposed to 


Flexer Invades Memphis, Neth Not 
Selling Out; Theatre-Exchange Moves: 








ers paying for the articles with | 


‘krazy money’ given out by neigh- | Memphis, Nov. 14. 
| Dave Flexer, northeast Mississippi 
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|theatre owner, moves into Memphis 
«| this week for the first time with pur- 
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New York Theatres 


chase of the Ritz, one of town’s 
choicest nabes. Flexer and Bernard 
| Haberfield bought house from Henry 
| Wurzburg. M. Cohan is expected to 


! 


| continue as manager, having run 








= 
ss 
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home into Memphis also. He has 


THERE'S A BETTER SHOW AT THE 


THEATRES 


meen 


Ritz seven years for prior owners as 
partner with his brother, the late 








half dozen houses in Mississippi, for- 
;merly headquartering at New Al-| 
| bany. 







Neth Not Selling Out 
| Columbus, Nov. 15. 
| J. Real Neth, 
| chain, emphatically denies a pub- 
| lished report elsewhere that he was 
| selling out to Schine circuit. 
operates six nabes. 








Gardner Loses House 
Schenectady, Nov. 14. 





Thursday 


Wallace Beery 
“THUNDER 
| AFLOAT” 


Last Times 


“The Women” 


In Person 
Happy Felton 
and Orch. 
Others 


In Person | 
Benny Davis | 
Stage Kevue 


“FIRST LOVE” 





WITH 
DEANNA DURBIN 
anvists RIVOLE  itistrse 


Boors Open 9:30 A.M, MIDNITE SHOWS 

















SECOND WEEK 








Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.| IN PERSON 
in Frank Lloyd's Martha 
“RULERS OF RAYE 
THE SEA” ae 
BOB ZURKE 
A Paramount Picture AND BAND 
PARAMOUNT Jr, 








cnx” MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“NINOTCHKA” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 














| Under a decision of the Appellate 
: | Division, John W. Gardner has lost 

- |his lease on the Colony. He now 
3 |faces a $20,000 damage suit brought 
'. | DY the Albany owners of the theatre. 






JAMES 


CAGNEY 


end 


| Huffman Bedded Again 
| Lincoln, Neb., Nov. 14. 


in Mark Hellinger's story THE |has been in bed a week as result. 


"A ’ t | Recently acquired Fox, which has 
ROARING yA UTS | been named the New Pix, in Beatrice, 
| Neb., is open under banner of Frank 

T 


| Hollingswortl, and doing okay. For 
| several years he competed with Fox- 
Midwest which had two houses to his 
one second-run, but he now has the 
bulk of the seating. 

K. L. Ayers, Lincoln, dickering 
with Bill Diers, Gresham, Neb., pos- 
sibly to take over the Gresham. 














Schwalm Reelected 
Hamilton, O., Nov. 14. 
John A. Schwalm, manager Rialto, 
local unit of Northio chain, re- 
;elected to city council here. He 
headed the Democratic ticket. 


NOW PLAYING 





| Starting THURS. 


CO-ED” 


Grouche-Chice- Harpe 


with Lana TURNER, | WARY BROS 


Richard CARLSON 








j Yaeger’s Shift 
Artie SHAW & pag At the CIRCUS “nl eae, Nov. 14. 
ane With the resignation of Verne 
‘3 Austin as manager of the Gem, 


Golden, Colo., C. U. (Bank Night) 
They'll Meet Next Week Yaeger shifted several managers and 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. |promoted an assistant. Raymond 





Platte, 
reopened by Ed Mapel of Denver. | 


} 
| 2% 
owner of a local | 


Neth 


| Bob Huffman. city manager jin- 
RRM | coin Theatres’ Coen a 


|quickly after an attack of flu, and | 


Neb., to manage the State, 
This gives Fox its first competition 
in North Platte in years. 
A. G. Edwards has 
manager of the 
Screen Club, 


resigned as 


St. Joseph, Mo., 8.E.C. Plea 
Washington, Nov. 14. 

Consent for a swap of lease-hold 
bonds, cutting annual interest 
charges, was sought Monday (13) 
from the Securities & Exchange 
Commission by Missour! Theatre 
Corp., St. Joseph. 

Papers outlined plan to replace 
312% tickets with some paying only 
on a par-for-par basis. Face 
value of the outstanding instru- 
ments, issued by the C. H. S. Build- 
ing Co., is $158,500. 


Dallas’ Newsreeler Folds 


Dallas, Nov. 14. 


| Short-lived experiment with Melba 


(Interstate) as newsree] house here 
has come to an end. After a few 
| weeks, idea died because circuit 
|grams of other Dallas houses to 
|build up comprehensive coverage at 
Meiba. House goes back to second 
runs, 


Muchmere to Louisville 
Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 
Tom Muchmore, former manager 
of Fox Apollo, Hollywood, moved to 
| Louisville as operator of new Vogue. 
|Ted Hathaway, manager of Fox 
| Bruin, follows Muchmore into the 
| Apollo, with Lew Silverstein upped 
| from assistant to manage the Bruin. 
Mann’s Own House 
ae Comfort, Tex., Nov. 7. 
William Mann, formerly with 
Paramount exchange in Dallas, 
bought and opened the Community, 
the only house here, Seats 250. 


Chambers’ Addition 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 14. 








Arco, in nearby Burgettstown, Pa., 
transferred by George Clair, who 
operated it for many years, to R. 
Keith Chambers. Latter comes-from 
Wheeling, W. Va.. where he was 
connected with Mikitas Dipson cir- 
cuit for two years. 

_Warner Club here held its annual 
dinner dance at William Penn hotel 
Sunday night (12), with Maurice 
Spitalny’s KDKA ork furnishing the 





Starting date for ‘We Shall Meet| Lounsbury goes from the Pioneer, 
Again’ at Warners has been moved | Lamar, Colo., to the Golden job;'! 
hash @ ' k t N . 909 |Geo. Hodges from the Gothic, Den- 
BCK ONE WEEK 0 NOV. <u. |ver, to Lamar, and Ralph Hamilton, | 

Merle Oberon and George Brent! : 


assistant Gothie, gets the man- 
| head the cast. ‘agershiy Austin goes to North 











| Grand, 


music. Harriet Pettit, secretary to 


zone manager Harry Kalmine, was | 


in charge. 

Center here, formerly the Lando- 
reopened just two month 
ago by Steve Dascalos, dark again. 


talent | 
guilds, namely the writers, directors | 


Rocky Mountain | 


|found it was forced to delete pro- | 





from page 2 





giving the extras a voice in the or- 
| ganization. 

The SAG has approve’ an amend- 
ment in the constitution of the As- 
sociated Actors & Artistes of Amer- 
‘ica, which limits to 40° vote that 
may be cast by any group affiliated 
with the AAAA. Actors also ap- 
proved the franchise agreement with 
the Artists Managers Guild, and ap- 
| plications for licenses are now be- 
ing received by the SAG. Super- 
visory work of agents will be han- 
|dled for the actors by Murray Kin- 
nell, who also is a member of the 
Producer-SAG Standing Committee. 

Spreckels Called te Wash. 

Walter Spreckels, regional director 
of the National Labor Relations 
Board, has been directed to appear 
| before a congressional committee in 
Washington on Dec. 1. Committee, 
| Which is investigating operations of 
| the NLRB, instructed Spreckels to 
| bring all records of his office, which 
will include scores of film cases han- 
dled during the past two years. 
| Strike of 100 IATSE workers at 
Selznick-International Studios, called 
‘at 11:45 a. m. Thursday (9), was called 
| off at 6 p. m. IATSE tops said the 
/walkout was ordered because the stu- 
| dio was not applying the 10% wage 
| increase to men getting over the scale. 
'Strike did not intecfere with pro- 
| duction, since shooting on ‘Rebec- 
ca’ had been suspended because of 
illness of Joan Fontaine. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Metro purchased ‘Flight Com- 
mand,’ by Commander’ Harvey 
Haislip and John Sutherland. 

Elmer Clifton sold his rights to 
‘Down to the Sea in Ships’ to 20th- 
Fox for remake. - 

Jack Skirball optioned 
Spence’s story, ‘Winsted.’ 

Paramount purchased Alec Hud- 
son’s mag story, ‘Rig for Diving.’ 

Ann Morgan sold her yarn on the 
life of Eli Whitney, inventor of the 
cotton gin, to Metro. 





Ralph 


| SETS NOT SET 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
| Shooting of the Samuel Goldwyn 
production, ‘The Westerner,’ sched- 
| uled to start yesterday (Mon.), was 
| delayed a week. 

Location sets at Tucson, Ariz. not 
ready on time. 
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RED CROSS 
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| American Red Cross _ 


| RED CROSS 
ROLL CALL 


November 11-30, 1939 


Your memberships given 
NOW assure aid to war suf- 
ferers, disaster relief, Braille 
for the blind, care of needy 
J or disabled veterans, and 
‘| First Aid and Life Saving 
|| training. ° 

Send your memberships to: 
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| MOTION PICTURES GROUP 
NEW YORK CHAPTER 
AMERICAN RED CROSS 


315 Lexington Avenue 
New York 
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‘DRUMS ALONG 
THE MOHAWK 





) 






figures in Detroit, Indianapo- 
lis, Denver, Los Angeles, New Haven, 





Dayton; equals ‘Rains Came” pace in 


Cleveland, Philadelphia, Portland, Ore. 
y) 









figures in Milwaukee, Provi- 
dence, Kansas City, Springtield, Mass., 
Albany, Bridgeport, Hartford. 





y 
Y 


“Kentucky” in Buffalo. 


in Boston; tops record held by 


AND HELD FOR 3rd WEEK AT ROXY, 
NEW YORK, aiter attendance of hold- 
over Sunday tops that of previous week! 
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IF IT’S FOR ART, NOT PROFIT, PARTIAL 
TELEVISION SPONSORSHIP IS OKAY 


FCC Television Committee Issues Report — Stil! 


Holds Back But Agrees Some Encouragement to 
Private Finance Is Needed 





ore + 
| *. . 
Washington, Nov. 14 | No Farm Vision 
Lifting of the lid on sponsorship ae 
j _ : 1 ' had 
of television is urged in the long- a? a 
awaited Federal Communications |} W ashington, geile 
Commission report on licensing | Rural are: s will have to wait a 
policy, which envisions ultimate op- | considerable time to see tele- 
A . : . si ss ; s i Ada aie 4 < 
eration of at least 120 video plants vision, even if several angels 
«< ar «s — a\a aahe . “ : 
throuvhout the nation ‘using the] with an almost unlimited bank- 
ue Piet la sili, | 
presently-explored channels) but | roll should take full advantage of 
FCC is still adhering to the take-it-/ the opportunities sketched by 
easy philosophy that has been ob-| the FCC's television committee 
vious in all discussions of image| today (Tuesday). Provision for 
: = 9 att . . ’ 
broadcasting. Report was submitted | 120 stations in 91 of the nation’s 


to the Commission tod 
by committee, com} g Commis- 
sioners T. A. M. Craven, Norman S. 
Case. and Thad H. Brown, which 
has been surveying the field inten- 


ay (Tuesday ) 
rising 


96 cities over 100,000 population 
means that only the thinly-popu- 
lated areas on the outskirts and 
the suburbs would be able to 
enjoy airwaved pictures. 





AFRA-WMCA PACT DUE 


“Should Be Signed This Week—45 
Pages Long 





| Contract has been virtually 
worked out by the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists and WMCA, 

New York, and may be signed by the 
lend of this week. Agreement now 
'runs to 45 pages, with all the im- 
portant terms substantially approved 
by both parties, but certain minor 
differences as to the exact wording 
are still hanging fire. 

Pact will cover the entire station 
staff and will set minimum pay and 
working conditions, generally along 
the lines of the union’s existing con- 
tracts with other local New York 
outlets. One wrinkle which has 
finally been okayed by the two out- 
fits is the matter of extra pay for 
artists doing commercial shows. The 
station strongly opposed such a rul- 











sively for more than six months. 





Summarizing numerous’ confer- 
ences, first-hand observations, and 
long discussions, the group presented 
a mass of recommendations which, 
considered together, constitute the 
biggest forward siep yet taken by 
the regulatory body. Although the 
temper of the committee is still one 
of caution and skepticism, the re- 
port says: 





1. Television has grown beyond 
the laboratory stage. 

2. Pioneers will not continue 
shelling out their dollars without |! 
hope cf a return. 


3. Transmitters must be carefully 
spaced, to avoid monopoly, ruinous 
competition, and electrical inter- 
ference. 

4. Emphasis must be placed on 
reliable, high-grade service to the 
public, not money-making. 

Proceeding from the conclusion 
that the time still is not ripe for 


| 


general commercial television, the 
committee justified its continued } 
caution by pointing to the disap- 
pointing public reaction to RCA’ 


much-ballyhooed regular service a 
New York City, but at the same time | 
conceded that image transmission | 


(Continued on page 43) 


‘Stella Dallas’ Suit On 
Ownership of Rights 
Nears a Solution 











Suit of the Charles~H. Phillips 
Chemical Co., Blackett-Sample-Hum- | 
mert, Inc., and the National Broad- | 


casting Co., against Air Features, | 
Inc., Selwyn & Co., Inc., Olive Hig- | 
gins Prouty, and Sam Goldwyn, Inc. 

will soon be settled out of the N Y.| 
federal court. Application by Clif- 
ton Cooper, attorney for the plain- 
tiffs, on Friday (10), disclosed that 
negotiations for settlement have 
nearly reached point where the 
agreements been reduced to 
writing, and will, in all probability 
be signed within another week. 
‘This settlement,’ declared Cooper, 
‘will completely dispose of the en- 
tire controversy.’ 

Suit is about who has the radio| 
rights to ‘Stella Dallas.’ 

The plaintaiff purchased the radio 
rights from Air Features in 1937 and 
obtained a four-year option. After 
the start of the program Goldwyn 
and Miss Prouty, author of the story, 
threatened with the woman 
starting an action in Boston. 

The court is asked to decide who 
Owns the rights, and if they do not 
belong to the sponsor, to idemnify 
them against action which might be 
won by Goldwyn or Miss reaeny 


‘PAINTED DREAMS,’ 


a 
have 


suit, 





WGN SHOW, TO P.&¢. 


| has appointed permanent represen- | 


Chicago, Nov. 14. 
Through Bob Jennings of the Kas- 
tor agency here, deal has been made 
for the sponsorship of the ‘Painted 


Dreams’ script show by American 
Family soap, Procter & Gamble 
product. Deal was made with WGN, 


which owns the show and on which 
the program will be carried. Staris 
active sponsorship on Dec. 4 at 11:45 
a.m. 

American Family also 
hattan Mother’ 
through Kasior. 


has 


is ‘Man- 
on 


WBBM 


show 


WHB ASKS 50 KW. 


| its year-old struggle to get nightime 
| privileges, 

a new plan. 
FCC for 
country’s 
at 50,000 watts. 


for outlay of $200,000 in new capital, 
ithe owners, 
| Co., 


DAYTIME ONLY 


Kansas City, Nov. 14. 
Apparently reconciled to defeat in | 


station WHB is adopting 

It has appealed to the 
authority to become the 
only daytime broadcaster 
It’s now 1,000 watts. 
Changeover, if okayed, would call 


Cook Paint & Varnish 


| agencies, 


ing. 

AFRA is still trying to complete 
and have the membership approve a 
code for transcriptions and record- 
ings. Proposed pact has been drawn 
up and the general terms have been 
approved by the national member- 
ship, but it now awaits legal okay 
as to the terms and terminology. 
When the final draft is complete and 
the membership has again passed it, 
the union will then approach the 
networks and transcription 


contract along those lines. 


STATION LOCATED ON 
TEXAS GOLF COURSE 








estimate. 





Lodewick Vroom, Butler 
Claim NBC Show Carbon 


Lodewick Vroom and George But- 
ler, an associate, have a suit pend- 
ing in New York against the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co. for the al- 
leged pirating of a broadcast idea. 


Action which is on the court calen- | 
dar seeks damages to the extent of | 
Basis of the claim dates | 


$186,000. 


back to Vroom’s ‘Junior Gilbertains’ 


which originated with WMCA, pro- | 


gram having 
formers. 

Elaboration of the broadcast was 
assertedly proposed as a new talent 
program to NBC and such a series 
of broadcasts were p!anned under 
| the title of ‘Stars of the Future.” NBC 
allegedly later began a series under 
the labor of ‘Rising Stars,’ with 
neither Vroom nor Butler advised 
nor in. 


WMOB, Mobile, Starting 


Mobile, Ala., Nov. 14 

S. B. Quigley, president of Quig- 
ley’s Radio & Appliance Store, ex- 
pects his new radio station now 
under construction here to begin op- 
eration about Nov. 20. 

With call letters WMOB, the sta- 
tion will operate daytimes, sans net- 
work affiliation. 


understudies as per- 





San Antonio, Nov. 14. 
Latest Texas station to take to the 


Starts tomorrow (15). Sweetwater 
Reporter co-publisher, Russell Ben- 
nitt, is serving as radio general man- 
| ager. J. Allen Brown, formerly ad- 
| vertising manager of WHMA, An- 
| niston, Ala., is commercial manager 
| while G. W. Dotson, from WMC, 
Memphis is chief engineer. Ed 
Garrigan, formerly with 
| Beaumont, Texas, is assistant engi- 
neer, 

The studios 


are Jocated in a for- 
mer country club with a nine-hole 
golf course included in the prop- 
|}erty. Station will also use a mobile 
|short-wave transmitter to 
Texas aporting events. 


Go East for Singers 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Although the town has two dozen 
radio singers for every program, 
two agencies last week reached 
}across the country for a pair of 
| warblers. Cecil Underwood, pro- 
| ducer of Fibber McGee and Molly, 
replaced Donald Novis with Jimmy 
Shields, and Lansing Hatfield was 











Sanborn. Shields canaried with 
Enna Jettick Melodies. 
Another musical assignment, that | 


of batoning the crew on Aldrich| 
| Family, went to ) Felix Mills. 





Shouse Launching a par 
Program at 11 


Salaried Reps of WLW in 3 Big Cities 


Before- Weekend Shopping 
A.M. Saturday 





Cincinnati, Nov. 14. 
To conduct a steady run of sur- 
veys in grocery and drug commodity 





dianapolis, for 


tatives in those cities. 
be assisted bv 
culate 


Each rep will 
a trained staff to cir- 
questionnaires to retailers, 
jobbers and consumers. 


According to Shouse, the exten- 


siveness of this type of market re-.| 


search precludes use of question- 
naires by individual advertisers. In- 
formation revealed by WLW ques- 
tionnaires, which have been in active 
service for more than a year, have 
clarified certain problems and com- 
parative siatus of the individual ad- 


groups in Columbus, Dayton, and In- | 
WLW, Jim Shouse, | 
general manager of Crosley stations, | 


| vertiser’s product with competitive 
brands, claims Shouse. 
| His merchandising dopesters com- 
ing up with the premise that house- 
| wives do the bulk of family shop- 
ping for the week ahead on Satur- 
day afternoons, Jim Shouse is cook- 
ing up a participation program which 
| aims for consideration by women 
just before they set out on the big 
buying spree. Time for the pro- 
gram is 9 to 10 a.m., and the first 
of the new Saturday series will be 
| uncorked within a fortnight or so. 
Only regular WLW sponsors will 
be permitted to participate in plugs 
for nationally distributed products. 
| Stint will have live music, guest 
names and give off information on 
seasonable foods. Chatter, it 
understood, will be done by a femme 
coming on from a St. Louis 
and progrgm will be her so 


is 


Station, 
le chore. 


flown in for a solo shot on Chase &! 





| 


| not 


Peng * ae | commercials. 
air is KXOK at Sweetwater, Texas, | 


cover | 





° ° ° | j 
makers to begin negotiations for a, blue option. 


i'chy group. 
|other McClatchy station, 


GILLETTE’S N. Y. HOCKEY 


Bert Lebhar, WHN 8Bales 
Doubles as Sportscaster 





Mgr., 





Gillette Safety Razor has bought, 


all the home games of the New York 
Rangers and Americans pro _ ice 
hockey teams, amounting to 48 face- 
offs, to be aired over WHN, New 
York. First game went on past Sun- 
day (13) evening, deal being com- 
pleted Saturday through Maxon 
agency. They'll air each Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Sunday thereafter, 
play-by-play being called by Bert 
Lebhar and Dick Fishell. 

It’s the first time that season play 
of hockey has been aired commer- 
cially, Championship playoffs two 
years ago were backed over WMCA, 
New York, by the Strauss Stores. 
WMCA is also airing hockey, but sus- 
taining and via delayed transcrip- 
tion. Jack Fillman calling for 
WMCA., 

Gillette also sponsors Lebhar on a | 
sports strip on WHN, 7:15-7 
nightly. He recently was renewec 


SACRAMENTO 
AN NBC “MUST 


KFBK, Sacramento, key outlet for 
the McClatchy group, becomes a 


d. 





‘must’ station on NBC’s Pacific blue | 


network, effective Jan. 1, but re- 
mains an optional station as far as 
the red link is concerned. KFBK’s 
current affiliate status is red and 
The revision raises the 
Pacific blue lineup to six stations, 
plus one bonus outlet, KERN, 
Bakersfield, another of the McClat- 
KMJ, Fresno, still an- 
is slated 
te go off CBS at the same time and 
become a red and blue optional sta- 
| tion at $80 per evening hour. 
Realignment of KFBK’s status will 
disturb its present list of red 
With KGO, San Fran- 


| cisco, blue outlet, scheduled to move 


its transmitter from Oakland to San 
Mateo County and go directional, 
north and south, KFBK will hold a 
strategic position as far as blue cov- 
erage over the California valley is 
concerned, 


KRIC, | London’s Wilfred Thomas 


T , 

Arrives in New York 
Wilfred Thomas, radio ac- 
tor-writer-director of London, has 
arrived in New York with the hope 


singer- 


of making a place for himself in 
American radio, Wash-up of the 
Luxembourg and Normandie com- 


mercials operating out of the English 


capital prompted the move. Thomas 


| is originally from Australia. 
Thomas conducted a ‘Brain Teaser’ 
| program that was heard transoceanic 


| 
| 


| 


_| 


on this side. 


Winnipeg { Shows Changed 


Winnipeg, Novy. 

Three programs on the 
network of the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. will be yanked while 
others will undergo changes within 
|the next few weeks. Those 
| Pulled include ‘Merrymakers Re- 
vue’ (7) and ‘Once Upon a Time’ 
(30). So far no replacements have 
been set. ‘Merrymakers’ wi: a 
comedy show 


14. 
western 


being 


s 


| for 26 weeks while ‘Time’ had only 
| eight weeks of life. Was labelled 
jan ‘experiment in producing adult 
fairy stories.’ ‘Remember When.’ 
| Vancouver musical show, is being 
yanked Oct. 27 and replaced by 
new ‘Quizzical Musical.’ 

Due to listener confusion, title of 
Jimmy Gowlers Old Time show i: 











being changed to ‘Memory Lane.’ 
Dialers- have been thinking show 
comprised music of the barn dance 
vintage. 

‘Everyman’s Theatre’ 


moves from 


its Thursday spot to a new time on! 


Wednesdays. ‘Minstrel Show.’ which 
bowed in Oct. 25, moves over to the 
‘Theatre’ 


spot Nov. 8 


Leigh Over the Bridge 


Hollywood Nov. 14. 
Vivien Leigh goes out on loan from 
Selznick-International ‘© Metro 
the top role in ‘Waterloo Bridge.’ 
Sidney Franklin is producer, Mer- 
vyn LeRoy directing. 





Jeanne Campbell, another alumnus 
of the World’s Fair radio dept. this 
week joined the Pres‘dent’ Birthc 


| ball radio platoon in N. Y. 


730 l 


which had been going | 


for | 


VITAL RADIO 
PROS, CONS UP 
AT FCC 


Washington, Nov. 14 

Federal Communications Commis- 
sion is readying this week for a de- 
|'termination on various angles of 
chain broadcasting which is expect- 
1}ed to have a vital effect on the in- 
| dustry. Monopoly committee will 
|go to bat on the question of web 
| problems after receipt of a factual 
|report prepared by the staff which 
has been working since the end of 
last winter’s six-month monopoly 
| hearings. With numerous important 
‘factors to be chewed over by the 
| regulators, bull-session will jay the 
| groundwork for a finding on whether 
| exclusive contracts between webs 
land affiliates can be considered ‘in 
ithe public interest.’ 
| Twitchy question of how, whether, 
and by whom, the World Series base- 
ball games should be broadcast is in 
FCC laps. The MBS tie-up of the 
| World Series, without having as 
'many stations available as were 
promised the sponsor, dramatizes 
| two phases of the monopoly problem 
—whether it is in the public interest 
to allow webs to option afiiliates’ 
time or to allow a single chain to 
get sole rights to such a popular 
spot event. 
| c Commish committee—which _ in- 





cludes some swat fans—is expected 
to take a particular interest in airing 
of the big league games. One school 
|of thought may take the stand that 
frequencies are ‘loaned’ by the Gov- 
ernment so that broadcasters may 
serve their communities and that 
the chains should not be cut in. An- 
other will point out that the 
can operate in the public interest 
when they can buy the World Series 
programs and serve small communi- 
ties which otherwise would not have 
the necessary jack to bring in the 
big time baseball coverage. 

Of extreme importance in the pre- 
liminary scrimmage (no recommen- 
dations will be made by the Com- 
mish staff) will be the emphasis 
placed on various aspects of the 
chain-affiliate problem by Federal 
snoopers. Among the = questions 
slated for a thorough currycombing 
are duplication of programs, network 
‘dictation’ of policies to the small 


webs 


fry, transcriptions and the possibility 
that special regulations for the 
chains may result from the long- 
waited survey. 

Industry—which may have to start 
licking its wounds after the Com- 
mish conclave is ended—is banking 
on the fact that the monopoly com- 


mittee’s report must be presented to 


the full commission before any ac- 
tion is taken. No change in regulae 
tions and no recommendations for 
legislation can be made until the 
seven commissioners have had &@ 
chance to sink their teeth into the 
problems which have harassed the 
industry since its top-notchers were 


called to Washington last year. 


ELLIS AGENCY TAGS 


| FOUR NEW ACCTS. 





Sherman K. Ellis & Co., has 
quired four new accounts. They are 
McKesson & Robbins’ Calox toot! 
powder, R. B. Davis’ baking pow 
der, Worcester salt and Foulds’ 
macaroni. 

Calox 
these 


ace 


one ¢ 
Ve 


is about the only 
accounts that has been 
in radio recently. It sponsored 
‘Girl Interne,’ daytime serial. Wo! 
cester had a Sunday show on NBC 
a couple years ago. 


Ed Wolfe Planning 
Pic and Pat Comeback 


act 





Ed Wolfe office is offering & 
couple of new radio ideas, one of 
which would return the blackface 


comedy team of Pic and Pat. 

Other proposed show, ‘Matinee 
Playhouse,’ would adapt famous 
plays and novels, running them 


tee Daol-l 2 
Weeiy of five qu 


rae} arte hs 
eycies arvier-: 


segments, 





Texaco Local-Minded 


Buchanan 
about 
loc al 





| Texaco, through the 
agency, is making inquiries 
sports programs available on 
stations. 
The business would be place 
; the coming baseball season. 


ad fe 
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Wilham Esty Due For Lifebuoy 


Ruthrauff & Ryan May Get New Swan Brand From | 


Levers as Offset 


William Esty agency is reported to | 
have been asigned the Lifebuoy end 
of the Lever Bros. account, effective | 
the first of the year. Lifebuoy has | 
been in the Ruthrauff & Ryan agency | 
for many years, and the job that R | 
& R has done with it is rated as one | 
of the outstanding successes in the | 
It is reported that Ruth- | 
in line to get the 


soap field. 
rauff & Ryan is 
advertising on the 
Swan, which Lever Bros. 
ing to put out in competition with 
Ivorn svap. 

Esty’s inside cordiale with Lever 
Bros. dates from the time he was 
with J. Walter Thompson, agency on 
the same manufacturer’s Lux prod- 
ucts. He is reputed to have been on 
Lever’s payroll in recent years as a 
consultant on copy and merchandis- 

oe 
_—— & Ryan also handles the 
Rinso and Spry products for Lever 
Bros. The Walter O’Keefe show has 


soap bar, 
is arrang- 


new 





occupied the Lifebuoy spot on CBS 


for the past seven weeks. 


WISV BALLYS 


AM. THESPIANS 


Washington, Novy. 14. 

Increased cooperation between 
local amateur theatre groups and the 
broadcast industry promised last 
week by WJSV. An elaborate pro- 
gram, permitting each of approxi- 
mately 15 dramatic clubs located in 
the vicinity to present a half-hour 
program over the CBS transmitter, 


will be started immediately after 
WJSV receives its power boost to 
30 kw, early next year. 


Station will furnish scripts if de- 
sired and will make a recording of 


| idea that it 





— > oom 


Is It Raining? 


Fort Worth, Nov. 14. 
Execs of Elliott Roosevelt’s 
Texas State Network were 
handed the _ following office 


memo this week: 

‘To all department heads: Will 
you please keep yourself posted 
at all times on the rainfall at 
Mr. Roosevelt’s ranch? He has 
requested that we be able to tell 
him about rainfall at the ranch 
at any time he may call in from 
the New York or Chicago office.’ 








IN NEW WEB 
ISSUE 


Only pertinent development of the 
past week in the formation of the 
proposed Transcontinental Broadcast- 
ing System have been Elliott Roose- 
velt’s negotiations for a New York 
outlet. He has made approaches to 
WMCA and WHN and it is under- 
stood that the counter propositions 
offered him have been based on the 
be strictly 
and rental of studio facilities. 

Situation as it affects 


| Sample-Hummert took another curi- 


'ous turn during the past week when 


|mert has 


| pointed out, 


| find 


each program. When the series of 
programs is over, a select company 
will be chosen for experimental 
work in radio and on the stage 
Drama critics from the local dailies 
will be the judges, and Columbia | 
will present a WJSV_ dramatic 
Award Trophy to the winning team 


BARBARA JOE ALLEN 
ON CHASE & SANBORN 


Barbara Joe Allen, who has been 
doing the comedy ‘Vera Vague’ 
characterization on the Chase & 
Sanborn coffee show, has been given 
a play-or-pay 13-week ticket by the 
agency on the account J. Walte 
Thompso 

Rudy Vallee. tnougn tabbed fol 
four weeks starting last Sund 2) 
(12), may remain on this program 
through December. He’s pinchhit- 
ting for Don Ameche. whose laying 
off all work because of 2 bad 


Stomach, 


Lum and Abner Headline 
St. L. Hillbilly Rodeo 


St. Louis, Nov. 14. 
Lum and Abner will headline the 
1940 National Hillbilly Champion- 
ship jamboree sponsored by Larry 
Sunbrock, prez. of the 


Fiddlers’ Association, in 
form ances at 


two 


ium Sunday (19). 
tion in the show are he 
a WLS National Barnyard 


a the Gal from the Hills with 
ler 


Set for participa- 


Shafer, 


National | 
per- | 
th: Mi vet ix ipi il Audit re | 


troupe; | 


the agency resumed discussions with 
the Mutual Network for a lineup of 
night-time facilities for American 
Home Products and Sterling Products 
programs. 
be known that its 
present primary interest is to find a 
way to reduce the radio costs for its 
clients’ products. These costs, it was 


let it 


and the agency wants to 
some ] ‘tical way out of the 
dilemma for its accounts. 


top-heavy 
rac 
economic 


REGGIE SCHUEBEL 
TO WED BALLARD 


Reggie Schuebel radio ne 
UVe! Lor I B >W ( ) e( a 
pride n Jan lary. The groom WwW ll 
be John H. Ballard, president of the 
3ulova Watch Co 

Miss Schuebel has been with the 
Biow agency for over 10 years 


NBC ADDS KOWH, OMAHA 


Now Has 180 Stations Between Red 
and Blue Loop 

NBC is partly rived ; blue 
release sttuation | Omaha with the 
addition of KOWH, 500-watter on 
660 k. to the network’s ] Sta- 
tion holds a daytime operating fran- 
hi e 2 

NBC has an arrangement with 
WOW, Omaha's red release, whereby 
the latter rebroadcasts from inst&n- 


taneous discs most of the blue’s eve- 


ning commercials. Addition of 
KOWH raises NBC’s affiliate roster 
to 180 stations. 

| WCSC. Charleston, S. C., goes CBS 
Jan. 1. It’s now on the NBC list. 
WTMA will replace WCSC in this 
| respect. WCSC has 1,000 watts and 
WTMA, 250 watts. 

NBC has added WALR., Zanesville, 
jaS a suppter entary affiliate of the 
red and blue Station is changing 
its call letters to WHIZ. Effective 
Jan. 1, WSPD, Toledo, becomes a 
basic red network outlet. Its pre- 
| vious status was optional red and 
blue. Station’s current blue adver- 
tisers may stay as is until their pres- 
ent contracts expire, but following 
Tan. 1 new red basic accounts will 
be required to add WSPD, if avail- 
able 


band; Honey Boy and Alexan- 
der; Tex Waterbury; the Morris | 
F amily With ‘Little Wimpy’; the) 
Rythm Rangers and others. 
Last winter a similar contest at- 
tracted more than 20.000 nati, 5 to 
the twin bill. i 


| Air Comedians 





| kidding fellow personalities in their 


QUIET WEEK 





| attitude 
| They 


| of the war. 
| squeamish item. 
| ful 


a time buy | 


| 
Blackett- | fli , 
| comics’ gag bases to the point where 


| they 


|} ally American are America’s screen, 


Blackett - Sample - Hum- | 


SI FED OnIATS 
UF ADVERTIGING 


Constantly 
Cramped in Matter of 
What They May Joke 
About — Daytime Serials 
Among the ‘Sacred’ 
Themes—Many Tabus 


CAN’T TAKE IT 


Radio comedians are finding it 
increasingly tough to get away with 


own medium. As far as the net- 
works are concerned there’s open 
house for this type of tomfoolery. 
The opposition comes from certain 
ad agencies, which see no humor in 
having their stars burlesqued or their 
programs lampooned. This resent- 
ment against being the object of the 
buffoon’s bladder becomes especially 
violent when certain classes of pro- 
grams, such as daytime serials, are 
involved. 

Comics and material writers who 
want to break away from the he- 
and-she brand of gags find them- 
selves dismayed by this brass-hatty 
within their own field. 
have been deprived of many 
sources of butts of humor because 
Dialect has become a 
They must be care- 
what they say about foreign 
countries, races, their customs, their 
ideologies, or their idiosyncracies. 

These accumulated taboos have 
narrowed the latitude of the air 


must stick pretty closely to 
American institutions. Among the 
things they figure to be most basic- 


stage and radio. They see no rea-| 
son why these should be considered 








too sacrosanct for their jesting, and 


what aggravates their burn is the} 
| circumstances that the very agencies 
that howl loudest when their stars} 


have become somewhat | 


are burlesqued are those which show 
no compunction about having their 
own comedians scorch films and film 
personalities. 


Taste Is Paramount 


The complair 


ing feel 


omics 


al 

the stars themselves are anything 
but sensitive about being lampooned 
and that the only opposition stems 
tie the agency executives, whom 

y described as having become too 
inflated with their own importance. 
They hold that there’s nothing ob 
jectionable about kidding fellow per- 
formers unless it’s done in bad taste 
and that should be the only cause fot 
thumbing on the part of the agenci »s. | 
Also that the stuff-shirty reaction o 
outside trades and professions is 
stupid enough without having to take 
it also from the people within thei 
ov dustry 

Rat 1 ) ; as ) 

e) pot I 

e Y &; | Ca ind Bentor 
Bowle The only yard k applied 
I ) 
pern ! 1O tne yurlesguing f 
t I pray i od 
ta : ] higure that if a i I 
program Is v rthy yi Satirizing it’ 
reached the point of wide and es- 
tablished popularity: sihes wise the} 
subject of the inca ning wouldn't 


be readily identified by all listeners 
and the purposes of the program do- 
ing the kidding would be defeated 


ELLIS CHANEY BACK 


San Antonio, Nov. 14 
Ellis Chaney, v.p. of Southland 
Industries, Inc.. owners of WOAI 
here, has resumed active duties at 
the station. He left the station in} 
1933 to become Norge dealer for this | 
area He will take over local and! 
regional sales work for the station. ! 
Latest addition to the WOAl taff 
s Henry A. Guerra Jr vho will 
becon tant news editor and 
» » rt) mm un r 


| away all rights, 








\Tramsamnerk Has 7 Serials on Webs: 
Latest for General Mills’ Daytime 
Spot Dramatizes Bible Scenes 





Dead Silence 





Vaudevillian Johnny Burke, 
who’s been doing the same act 
for 20 years, is now on the Alka- 
Seltzer National Barn Dance 
program as Jitterbug Johnny. 
And still talking about the war. 
Saturday the gag concerned a 
sentry asleep on duty. 

‘What would you do,’ de- 
manded the straight, ‘if you sud- 
denly woke up and saw a tank 
coming over the hill?’ 

‘I'd take Bromo-Seltzer,’ 
the tongue-slip. 


WRITERS 
NON-RADI 
RIGHTS 


was 


SK 








Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Radio Writers’ Guild is framing a 
protest to be presented to agencies 
producing script shows pero 
release of all outside rights 
seriveners. 
rangement a writer is forced to | 
waive all rights when he sells a 
script to an agency. 





% 


General Mills is dramatizing the 
B‘ble in modern dialog for its day- 
time listening clientele. The serial, 


| to be cleared on the basis of five 


quarter hours a week, carries the tag 
of ‘The Light of the World.’ A 
Transamerican Broadcasting & Tele- 
vision Corp. staff will write and pro- 
duce. Another script »voughi from 
the same source by General Mills is 
| ‘Driftwood.’ Until a couple strips 
| are found for them on one of the 
| networks the two serials will be 
| transcribed and spotted in a few 
major markets. 

Prof. James B. Moffett, of the 
Union Theological Seminary, has 
been retained as adviser on the 
Bible series. Blackett-Sample-Hum- 


|mert’s Chicago office is the agency 


on both shows. 
With these two included Trans- 





american will have seven sponsored 
serials running on the networks. The 
strips already on are ‘Life Can Be 


| Beautiful,’ ‘This Day Is Ours,’ ‘The 


Under the present ar-| 


Situation came to a head last es 


when it was learned that one of the 
studios is 


‘First Nighter’ scripts to be made} 
into a_ series of picture’ shorts. | 


Scribes figure they’re entitled to a 
cut inasmuch as they claim they’re 
working for short coin and must sign 
which include films, 


magazine and rebroadcast. Writers 


here, who furnish most of the Cam- 
pana continuities, insist that the) 
$100 top figure for scripts is not} 


enough to compensate them for the 
broad value of their airplays. 
Screen Writers’ Guild 
thors’ League have promised to give 
the radio scribes full cooperation in 
| their demands. Agencies will 
ultimatumed to either hike the ante 
on scripts or cut in the writers on 
sales outside of actual broadcast. 


- SHOWER OF QUICKIE 
PEPSI-COLA BLURBS 


-Cola is figuring 


ha 
Ur 


Pepsi on expand- 
ing it chainbreak announcement 
campaign to take in all sectio of 
the country Account has been ex- 
perimeniing with the recorded blurb 
in fou markets u iva many as 
if 15-second announcements a day 
Newe Emm t 

D i » I I nave i 

‘ 0% Oo le adver 

) paid by ) bo 4 n- 
( l 1Oiadeil Lo j p ICC TT 
ally rKS Out more cheap 


DUPONT RETURNS 


NBC This Time—Fifth Year of 
Broadcasting 


DuPont returns its 
America’ to the air January, 


On 


‘Cavalcade of 
but this 


time it will be the NBC-blue instead 
of Columbia. The account has 
okayed the Tuesday 9 to 9:30 p. m. 


spot, following ‘Informatioa, Please.’ 
CBS also put in a bid. 
It will be the fifth year for ‘the 


B.B.D. & O. i 
Jerry Smith Sponsored 
Des Moines, Nov. 4 
Yodeling Jerry Smith and the Sun- 


program, the agency. 


set Corners Symphony at WHO, Des 
Moines, are sponsoring Furst-Mc- 
Ness through Rogers & Smith, Chi- 
ago. Quarter hour periods at 12:15 
. m. Saturdays 


° - | 
in on deal for Campana | 


j 





| 


Man I Married,’ ‘The Park 

and ‘Life of Mary Southern.’ 
has the dramatic half hour 
Texaco show (CBS). 


ANOTHER TUMS 
~ CASH FROLIC? 


Tums (Lewis-Howe Co.) may put 
a second weekly ‘Pot of Gold’ on the 
air, The supplementary half-hour 
would be on Mutual, preferably of 
a Saturday night. 

Account’s present big-coin give- 
away takes place on the NBC-red 
Tuesday nights, 


Family’ 
It also 
on the 





OWEN ROBERTS GIVING 


and Au- 


WMCA PRESTIGE HYPO 


a 


Owen Roberts, former head of the 


Federal Radio Project in N. Y., joins 
station WMCA, New York, to pre- 
pare and produce prestige programs. 


Donald Flamm Roberts is 
without title and is not, as rumored 
around Times Square, a public 1 
tions counsel. 

Nor will Roberts affect the 
of press head Leon Goldstein, 
program head Ed Scheuing. 


ae 

Stlall’s 
>} 

Cla- 


status 
or 


‘Divorce’ Adds Sponsors; 
Now on 71 Stations 


San F ( 14 

I 1B ( ra ha yread 
the cooperative program, I ant a 
Divorce,’ to a total of 71 NBC red 
tations. Latest local sponsors to 
ue-in are Haserot, in Cleveland; 
Schnull, in Indianapolis, and Cali- 
fornia Conserving Co., in Honolulu. 
The St. Louis sponsor, General 
Grocer Corp., has added Little Rock 
and Memphis stations and the De- 
troit sponsor, Lee & Cady, has added 


Kalamazoo. 


Jerry Belcher at WRVA 


Richmond, Va., Nov. 14. 

Jerry Belcher, one of radio’s orig- 
inal vox poppers, signed by WRVA 
Artists Service and immediately set 
to take over ‘As America Thinks’ 
commercial for Edgeworth Tobacco. 
Program, staged at convention and 
larger gatherings held in this area, 
will find Belcher asking guests ques- 





| tions and opinions on topical interest 


matter. 
Local airing 


be 


n+ , 
ier may 
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Neville Miller Will 


To Sell Stations on New Music Pool 





Washington, Nov. 14. 
Road tour to sell Broadc§st Music, 
Inc.. is contemplated by Neville 
“Miller, president of N.A.B., early 
next month. Itinerary now being 
drawn will take him over the whole 
country, with visit to the Pacific 

Coast due after the holidays. 
the stock and 


In peddling 
the trade leader ex- 


forming rights, 


pects to summon regional meetings 


in each of the districts at which he 
wil] explain the license system and 
describe the advantages to be de- 
rived from breaking with American 
Society of Composers, 
Publishers. He is expected to de- 
vote virtually all of his time for the 
next six or eight weeks toward put- 


quires subscriptions for $400,000 
worth of stock by Feb. 1, 1940. 

With the registration statement 
pending at the Securities & Exchange | 
Commission, the N.A.B. has made no 
move yet to start soliciting cus-| 
tomers but attention is being paid 
perfection of operating plans, ane | 
terest has been aroused in the exact 
type of license which will be offered | 
bv the casual remark in the S.EC.} 
application foreshadowing adoption | 
of a payment-at-source idea in the! 
future. 
networks have recognized the virtue. 
of this principle, without making any 
definite commitments because of un- 
certainty about new legislation which 
may force the chains to assume the 
burden of getting permission from 
copyright-holders. But promise is 
held out that the N.A.B. subsid will 


try to work out a plan based on this | 


theory which will fairly distribute 
the music costs between webs and 
affiliates. 


0 FLORIDA 
PLEA JUST NOW 


Washington, Nov. 14. 

Review of the renewed copyright 
squabbling in Florida will not be 
sought from the U. S. Supreme Court 
on the basis of the recent injunction 
preventing enforcement of the re- 
vised statute aimed at the American 
Society of Composers, Authors & 
Publishers. Strategy talks between 
State officials and the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters have re- 
sulted in agreement to await final 
round of legal hostilities, expected 
late this winter when the question of 
a permanent restrainer is argued. 

The adverse findings of the three- 
judge Federal Court are not due for 
appeal, Andrew W. Bennett, general 
counsel for N.A.B. said on return to 
his office last week. Although coun- 
sel defending the statute are con- 
vinced the judges were wrong, it is 








felt little would be gained by going 
at this 
amount of time re- 
quired to get relief—if the highest 


before the Court 


stage since 


Supreme 
the 


bench is disposed to upset the ruling 


—probably would be as long as the 

wait for the permanent 

tiff to come to a head in Florida. 
Failure of the trial court to act or 


per- 


Authors &| 


injunction 


Wednesday, November 15, 1939 








Travel Widely 





Double In Spades 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Radio talent is where you find 
| it along these kilocycles, even 
behind a mop. Glenhall Taylor 
needed a player for a janitor’s 
bit on Silver Theatre and called 
in Horace Willard, KNX clean- 
er-upper, to read the line. He 
did it so well that he got the 
part and also a straight dramatic 
reading. Several days later he 
got a call for another job. 
There’s not much vigor be- 
hind his broom these days. 


- 
| 
| 


| 
J 


| 
| 


j 








ting over the venture, which re] S War On 
: a ive 


Race Touts 


Affects Radi 


Washington, Nov. 14. 
Code inierpretation committee of 


The papers noted that the|the National Association of Broad- | 


casters may feel obliged to consider 
the question of broadcasting race- 
track information, tips on nags and 
betting odds at its next session Nov. 
28. Meantime the current govern- 
ment crack-down on the bookie em- 


pire of Moe Annenberg has brought 
this matter to the fore. 
| With most broadcasters waiting 


for developments, the N.A.B. has re- 
ceived ‘a few’ inquiries from mem- 
| bers concerning the airing of track 
reports, but there is no evidence yet 
of general concern among the indus- 
try. Local observers wonder, how- 
ever, whether the Government will 
crack down 
furnish the 
pay-off people. 


The N.A.B. position has not been 
ad- 
mitted developments may require an 
airing of 
flashes from the betting booths and 
inter- | 


defined so far, although it is 


opinion as to whether 
finish lines is ‘in the public 
est.” Delicate question is presented 
as to whether such reports come un- 
der the head of ‘news’ or may be 
affected by the ‘lottery’ clauses of the 
Communications Act. The Justice 


| race-track 


on transmitters which 
info to bettors and the 





to odds and pay-offs is furthering a 
‘lottery,’ although newspapers have 
not been touched and publication of 
both figures and facts never has been 
held illegal. 

| Under the N.A.B. code, stations are 
forbidden to accept 


| publications’ (point No. 7 in the 
| standards) but nothing prohibits giv- 
ling descriptions of races or the re- 
'sults as a sustaining service. Code 
| has been circumvented for the pres- 
‘ent, however, by the Armstrong 
'Scratch Sheets, currently serving 
/several Eastern stations under con- 
'tracts which went into effect before 
| the code and under which results are 
aired on a ‘co-operative’ basis. 

Despite 
erusade, which has shut off service 
by the Illinois Bell Telephone Co., 
the Communications Commission has 
failed to join the anti-gambling cru- 
sade. Curbstone opinion is that the 
'Communications Act does not give 
| jurisdiction over the transmission of 
| racing information by wire compa- 
|nies, although radio stations may be 
| punished for airing such dope under 
| the ‘public interest’ clause and pos- 
| sibly under Section 316. Latter por- 
}tion of the statute forbids broad- 
leasting of ‘any advertisement of or 
information concerning any lottery, 
gift enterprise, or similar scheme, 
offering prizes dependent in whole 
or in part upon lot or chance...’ 
| Whether this could be used to keep 
racing news off the air is a matter of 
legal controversy. 





Besides the matter of encouraging 
gambling, the numbers 
racket angle is occasioning some con- 
cern in radio circles. The type of 
announcement particularly brings up 
the ‘public interest’ obligation, since 
numbers game 


or pay-off at horse tracks. This 
problem has received attention in 
the past, as for instance when three 
local stations (WMAL, WRC, and 
WJSV) agreed at request of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia police to stop an- 
nouncing the prices on the ponies in 
order to facilitate the drive against 
numbers gambling. 

If the Justice Department succeeds 
in cutting off wire service to the 
wagering gentry by means of orders 


served on the telephone and tele- 
graph systems, radio will be open 
to attack for helping the numbers 


racket whenever it airs track pay- 
offs. 


| Harry Hagan ‘True or False’ show 

will be aired from stage of Erlanger 
theatre Monday (20) and fed NBC 
by WAGA, Atlanta. 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY ... 


‘Who,’ 


has signed with the artists bureau 
back to L. A. 

P. A. Jane Greenberg, 
WSM, Nashville, 
lotte, in N. Y... 


re-emerg 
Linc Deller and 


s| Interest Me’ on WOR, N. Y., Nov. 2 


Richard Janaver, actor and 


asked quizzmaster Bob Ha\ 
responded the quizee...blackout...H. B. Summers, 
‘Radio Censorship,’ in N. Y. from Kansas 


es as Jane 


Pegeen Fitzgerald, wife of Ed Fitzgerald, commentator 
starts a fashion chatter and human interest program labelled ‘Things That 


* 

+ 

+ 

.2 

> 

¢ 

+ 

wk, fis the father of waters?’ ‘Pluto,’ 
compiler of the book, 

State College...Jerry Belcher 


of WRVA, Richmond...Harry Sosnik 


Barton Jack Harris, of 


Charles Crutchfield, of WBT, Char- 


on WOR-Mutual. 


1...She’s an ex-newspaperwoman and 


until recently handled a fashion assignment with James McCreery store.... 
announcer, 


and Lillian V. Corsover, for- 


merly assistant to the national director of the Federal Radio Theatre, have 
joined the staff of WQXR, New York. 


several important points in the liti- CBS added nine men to its house musician staff to replace the six 
gation is one of the reasons for; which were let out Monday (6) after being on notice. New men will 
feeling it is more advisable to wait! form a sweet combo led by Ray Block. Dr. Charles Courboin, ex-WOR. 
before going higher. while there plays St, Patrick’s Cathedral Nov. 26. 


also still some reason for hoping that 
the law will be upheld when the 
fight is finished. On the other hand 


a rebuff—in the form 
review the previous 
fore the permanent injunction 
cision is handed down 
highly embarrassing. 
also must be considered. 


of refusal tc 
litigation 


Barnes Heads Air 


Scripters on Coast 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Radio Writers Guild last 
elected Forrest Barnes president o 
the western __region. 
making him a vice 


jane arcan:2zationn Ts y, Ly : y ° e ° ° ° 
tional organization Named to the Sid Strotz, NBC midwest chieftain. out stalking ducks. 
national executive council were 

John Boylan, Donald Clark, L. L. 


Levinson and Irving Reis. 


Elected to western regional execu- 


tive council were True Boardman 
John Boylan, Donald Clark, 
Reis, Thomas C 
Slott, David Taylor, Mel 
and Jerome Schwartz 

lin serves as alternate. 


be- 
de- 
would be 
Money angles 


week 


automatically 
prez of the na- 


Irving 
nrad Sawyer, John 
Williamson | E] 
aul Frank- 


l - 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


route by auto... 


home office. 
Nov. 15. 


Danny Danker ba 


from NAB directors’ meeting in Ch 


Addison Smith transferred east b 


...Haven MacQuarrie launches his 
..-Dale Nash, wife of Shafter Parker and appearing on his ‘Circus’ 
at KHJ, broke her shoulder in a fall....Donald Thornburgh trained in 


y Benton & 
ck from e¢all 


Bowles and married en- 
on J. Walter Thompson 
‘Marriage Club’ on NBC 


icago....Bob Burns due back in fort- 


night. ...Wib Eichelberg signed in at Merritt hospital in Oakland to have 
his appendix spliced....Bob Reichenbach moved to KMOX, St. Louis, as 
sales stimulator....Lee Cooley splitting the television production job at 


Don Lee is W6XAO with Thomas Conrad Sawyer....Gale Page and Jim 
Ameche reunited on Woodbury Playhouse....Bob Redd producing new 


variety show, ‘Sunset and Vine’ for NBC....William Bacher advising on 


f 


IN CHICAGO... 


Then to Detroit to confer on ‘Green 


and Charles Whipple for announcin 
on is raising alfalfa on his 


upp 
mayne t 


Nighter’ network. 


Milwaukee to celebrate ad 


production of Shirley Temple’s piece on Screen Guild Theatre Dec. 24. 


...Mrs. Burridge 


Hornet’....Art Berg, NBC usher cap- 


tain, leaving to join Carl Wester program outfit here, while other NBC 
»| Suide exits include Bob McGinnis to announce on KMJ, Fresno (Calif.). 

. g job with WDAN, Danville (Ill.).... 
Morin Sisters p.a’ing for Kiwanis Club in 


Racine (Wis.) this week....Beob 
lip....Barbara Luddy and Les Tre- 
of WISN to the Campana ‘First 


L 


aition 


Department is taking the view that 
anyone who transmits information as 


j a o | Jie r 
in many places de | Suspicion that Bulova is the angel 
;pends on announcement of the odds | 


advertising for | 
any ‘dopester, tip-sheet or race-track | 


the Justice Department now doing 





Butler ill....Bill Kostka in for confab with Bill Ray on NBC press opera- | 
tions....Ben Pratt, handling NBC blue press stuff, due in this week 


Charges ‘Falsifying’ by IRNA 





on 


ASCAP 


(Circular From Philadelphia Draws Reaction From - 
| Performance Society 





Popsicle Seeks Program 


Joe Lowe Co. is looking for an- 
other show in behalf of its Popsicle 
brand, It’s for recording and spot 
purposes, with April the proposed 
starting time. 

The ‘Buck Rodgers’ serial, which 
carried the Popsicle tag last year, is 
duty for another Joe 
Lowe product, Donut Mix. 





Labor Unions 


Rap Bulova 
To No Avail 


a 


Washington, Nov. 7, 
Opportunity to fight prospective 
transfer of WINS, New York, from 
Hearst Radio to Metropolitan B-oad- 
casting Corp. was denied labor union 
factions last week afier the FCC had 
rubber-stamped the controversial ap- 
plication allowing Arde Bulova to 
take over and silence WPG, Atlantic 
City. 


behind the Metropolitan Broadcast- 
ing Corp. was voiced ineffectually 
Friday (3) at a motions hearing, but 
Commissioner T. A. M. Craven saw 


no reason why a group of 40 WINS} 


either the Broadcast 
Technicians and Engineers (branch 
of the International Brotherhood of 
Elecirical Workers) should be al- 
lowed at this stage to intervene in 
hearing on the application for con- 
sent to consummate the $150,000 deal 
Proceeding involves assignment of 
license of WINS. 

The unions tried to intercede on 
the strength of the fact that Arde 
Bulova is a close friend and business 


employees or 


relation of Milton Biow, the adver- 
tising agency proprietor who once 
appeared in the background of 
WNEW, New York. Although all 
concerned are vehement in denying 
any Bulova connection, the IBEW 
block still not satisfied. (Official 
papers filed with the FCC show Biow 
and his wife as sole stockholders, 


Biow 


, 
who 


with the only officer named). 


Persons were in on the nego- 
tiations unanimously declare there is 
no Bulova tie-up 


WPEN Linked 
Interest of 


the fued be 


traced to 
tween the American 
Federation of Musicians and man- 


the unions is 


+ 


agement of WRAX-WPEN, Philadel- 
phia, which jis synonymous’ with 
management of Bulova-owned WOV 
and WBIL, New York City. The 
WINS emplovees were fearful that 
Biow would close the station, throw- 
ng them out of work, and that the 
deal was part of the intricate, par- 
tially veiled maneuvers Bulova is 


» +) Le ‘ ‘nr co e 17 . ] + 
making to get a full-time outlet. 


+ 


The WPG transfer to Bulova’s 
Greater New York Broadcasting Co., | 
which paves the way for merging of 
NOV and WBIL, was finaliy ap- 
proved Thursday 2) W en th 
Commish granted a construction pei 
mit, despite strong objections from 
other Gotham plants, under which a 
new transmitter will be erected 
Surrender of the-license of WPG wa 
required before the CP is issued 
Contemplated that the old WOV eall 
letters will be used, with WBIL tag 


being scrapped. 

Litigation is anticipated, which wil] 
delay carrying out the plans which it 
has taken several years to bring to 
this climax. Rivals, who put 
strenuous opposition against the Bu- 
lova purchase of WPG, are laying 
ground-work for a court appeal 
which will present the ‘economic in- 
terference’ issue now troubling the 


‘Plantation Party’ Goes On 


Chicago, Nov. 14. 
Freeman Keyes, chief of the Rus- 
sell M. Seeds agency, last week sig- 
natured contracts for another 52 


up ! 


weeks of options on NBC blue for! 


the Brown & Williamson ‘Plantation 
Party’ program. 

New lineup takes in 76 stations, 
and likely that two more outlets will 
be added when 


and if available 


| Show continues into Dec., 1940. 


| American Society of Composers, 
| Authors and Publishers last week 
scored as ‘a deliberate falsification 
| of the facts’ a statement issued from 
| Philadelphia on the copyright sit- 
| uation by the executive committee 
|of the independent Radio Network 
| Affiliates, Inc. The circular addressed 
to members of the group stated that 
|‘ASCAP has begun to approach cer- 
| tain affiliates with a proposal ecal- 
/culated to separate the several 
branches of the industry.’ 

‘We are confident,’ added the state- 
ment, ‘no affiliate will succumb to 
| these blandishments. The benefits of 
| the deal now being offered by 
| ASCAP would be illusory. Our only 
| hope is to consolidate our position 
|}for the entire future, not merely 
| grasp at temporary comfort for to- 
| day.’ 

John G. Paine, ASCAP general 
manager, challenged the committee 
to cite a single instance in which his 
| organization had approached a sta- 
| tion with a ‘proposal.’ Paine said 
| that over 100 stations have come to 
ASCAP asking that they be given 
renewals of their contracts but that 
in every case they have been told 
that the new terms were still being 
considered by a special ASCAP com- 
mittee and that no contract could 
be offered them until this committee 
had reported its recommendations to 
| the ASCAP board and the latter had 
approved them. The committee is 
slated to make a partial report to 
the board at its next monthly meet- 
ing, and the indications are that the 
full terms of the new agreement 
won't be adopted until long after 
the first of the vear. 

The IRNA circular 
stations that the networks have 
promised not to make a deal with 
ASCAP without the affiliates partici- 
pating:. ‘This,’ said the statement, 
“was regarded by the industry as a 
valuable protection against the kind 
of disorganization which split the 
industry and made it vulnerable in 
1934. It would be highly damaging 
now to the united front established 
for the common good of all, for af- 
filiates, singly or in groups, to run 


reminded the 


out on that understanding. 
Commenting on ASCAP’s idea of 
applying its commercial fee at the 
network source, the statement points 
out that ‘any apparent advantage 
now seized by affiliates would lead 


to revisions of the general network- 
affiliate structure would 
fore very dissipate any tem- 
porary and leave a hose 
tility and irritation from which every 


which be- 
long 


benefits 


affiliate would lose.” The statement 
also reveals the strategy which the 
IRNA committee and the networks 
vill pursue in dealing with ASCAP 
on the new contract. The combi- 
nation will insist that ASCAP name 
the total sum it wants each year 


from the broadcasting industry, and 


IRNA, as happens in the case of 
musicians, will decide how this sum 
is to be allocated among member 


Stations 


HERSCHEL DEUTSCH 
QUITS GUMBINNER 


Herschel Deutsch has left the 


Lawrence Gumbinner agency, of 


which he was 


radio director for over 

seven year: Of late the agency 
hasn't been active in radio 

Deutsch a few years ago did a 


Massive amount of spot time buying 
for Roi Tan. Also much for Spud 
cigarets. 


OBOLER DUE BACK IN FEB. 

Arch Oboler, who recently moved 
to the Coast to originate his Satur- 
day night dramatie sustainer series 
for NBC red (WEAF), is slated to 
deliver a talk in February to the 
class in radio writing at Columbia 
University night school. 

Scripter expects to return east be- 
fore February, but if he remains in 
Hollywood he has made arrange- 
ments to wax his spiel for reproduc- 
tion before the studes. 





WSB’s Theology Spieler 
Atlanta, Nov. 14. 
Dana Waters, asst to John Outler, 
adv. mgr. of WSB, Atlanta Journal's 
50 kwatter, is attending Columbia 
(Presbyterian) Theological Sem- 


inary. Waters is doing a night an- 
nouncing hitch on WSB. 
Fit in with his schedule while 


| studying for- ministry. 
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Columbia Broadcasting System net profit for the first 39 weeks this week 


was $3,511,224 as against $2,606,157 in 


amotinted to $2.05 per share as compared with $1.52 shown for the same! 


the same period last year. Earnings 





VARIETY 29 





=x =a 





DEPT. HEADS TO 
AGT oWIFTLY 


+ custasiameenamee + 
| 
| 
| 
| 


period in 1938. CBS directors declared a dividend of 45c. per share on the | 
present Class A and B stock, payable Dec. 8 to stock on record Nov. 24.! 
This makes $1.50 which has been declared payable or paid this year. 


Directors also elected John J. Burns to the directorate. 
general counsel of the Securities and Exchange Commission and special | 


He formerly was 


counsel of the U. S. Maritime Commission. 


WGEA and WGEO, new call letters for General Electric’s Schenectady 
short-wavers, in broadcasting the World Series games this fall broke a 
long-time supposedly unshatterable precedent of taking no network pro- 
grams other than NBC. GE owns but leases to NBC station WGY, which 
accounts for the exclusive tieup. The four contests in baseball’s classic 
were short-waved through courtesy of Mutual. They were so acknowledged 
not only on the air, but in recent GE publicity releases dealing with re- 
ception letters from listeners in England and other distant countries, 


Gayle Grubb, manager of WKY, Oklahoma City, has written a new, 
coliege song for the University of Oklahoma. 


Grubb is a grad of Nebraska, bitter 


pigskin rival of Oklahoma, but has 


announced the games so long that he fancies himself an adopted son. 
Couple of weeks ago another of Grubb’s numbers, ‘Jessamine,’ written 
in collaboration with Paul Martin and Harold Peterson (Shapiro, Bern- 


stein} was put on the music counter 


s. A one-time vaude single, Grubb 


has written about eight songs all told so far. 


FE. F. McDonald, Jr., president of the Zenith Radio Corp., last week stated 
that his company has passed a production of 12,500 radio receivers a day, 
which, he described, as a mass record never before achieved in the indus- 


try. 


He added that October’s shipment of his product represented the big- 


gest for any one month and he attributed the skyrocketing demand for 
shortwave radio receivers to American listeners’ interest to pick up Euro- 


pean broadcasts direct. 


Powel Crosley, Jr., president of the Crosley Corp., inherits most of the 


estate left by his wife, who died several months ago. 


shares 


$1,289,802. They included 128,374 
scheduled valuation of $1,087,459. 


Assets were valued at 
Corp. stock with a 


of Crosley 


Inheritance taxes on the estate total $46,384. 


Fulton Lewis, Jr., Mutual political commentator, packs his bag this week 
to swing around the country interviewing prospective contenders for 1940 


Presidential nominations. 


he intends to use the New Yorker's ‘ 


in their homes and then going on the 


Instead of inviting them before the microphone, 


profile’ technique, talking with them 
air from the nearest MBS outlet. 


Orpheum theatre in New Orleans placed 20 spots last week on WDSU, 


plugging the film, ‘Birth of a Baby.’ 


Spots placed after Times- 


were 


Picayune and New Orleans States, dailies, refused to handle ‘Birth’ copy in 


advertising columns, 


Unable to make a single campaign 


speech because of an appendectomy, 


Robert M. Proven, Jr., WDRC, Hartford, mikeman, was elected as Repub- 


lican alderman 
Tuesday (7). 


CULTURE NOT 
CONGENIAL 10 
SPONSORS? 


Refusal of Town Hall of the Air 
to accept sponsorship of its NBC sus- 
tainer series is in line with estab- 
lished policy of such highbrow pro- 
grams as symphony orchestras. In 
the case of the Town Hall stanza 
the refusal is said to be based on 
fear that sponsorship might result 
in abridgement of freedom of speech. | 
In the case of symph groups, how- 
ever, the motive is less tangible. 
Idea is that commercial bankrolling 
of concert groups might impair the 
public’s estimate of their artistic 1In- 


| direct 


legrity. 

Case in point is the Philadelphia 
Orchestra, which several seasons 
ago was sponsored by Associated 
Banks and some years previously 


was bankrolled by Philco. Although 
the sponsorship brought heavy coin 
to the orchestra association’s ex- 
chequer, it appeared to have an ad- 
verse effect on support of the or- 
Sanization by its regular following. 
Result was that attendance fell off 
to some extent. But, since all sym- | 
phony orchestras must be partially 
supported by donation, a more im- 
portant effect was that contributions 
tumbled sharply. 

Explanation generally heard at the 
time was that the regular audiences, 


which normally took a kind of pos- | 


sessive pride in the orchestra, no 
longer had such an intense personal 


interest. They not only attended less 


regularly, but in many cases discon- | 
support. | 


tinued additional financial 
Possibly they subconsciously felt 
that the orchestra no longer needed 
their donations to its endowment 
drives—whatever the reason, they 
no longer supported it as faithfully. 
On the other hand, the same orches- 


from the Tenth Ward at 


, its own 


the municipal elections heid 


summer concerts, regularly 
broadcast from its outdoor site in 
Robin Hood Dell, Fairmount Park, 
Philadelphia, are believed te have 


tra's 


helped enlist public support. But 
they are not sponsored. 
New York Philharmonic, which 


has been a regular Sunday atter- 
noon sustainer over CBS for years, 
has never been sponsored, so its in- 
come therefrom has not had any in- 
adverse effect on the organ- 
public acceptance. NBC 
symphony, under Arturo Toscanini, 
has likewise never been bankrolled. 
Nor has the Boston Symphony. The 
latter, one of the few ranking non- 
union symphony outfits, hasn't been 
heard over a network for some years. 
An apparent contradiction of the 
theory that there is an onus in com- 
mercial sponsorship for highbrow 
music is the case of the Metropoli- 
tan Opera Its Saturday afternoon 
f bankrolled 


ization’s 


performances have been 

for several vears by Lucky Strike 
providing the o1 nization with the 
ne iry coin to keep going and ap- 
parently doing no harm to its stand- 


ing with its regular patrons and don- 


ors In fact. the radio tie is credited 


with giving the Met valuable nation- 
al ballvhoo In addition, the Met is 
indirectly sponsored via its ‘Metro- 


politan Opera Auditions of the Air,’ 
Sherwin - Williams 
paint. Various theories have been 
advanced as to why _ sponsorship 
should be poison to symphers and 
good red meat to opera companies, 
but they're all just theories. 


sponsored by 


Detroit Symphony appears on the 
Ford hour Sundays, but not under 
name. In that case, the 
orchestra doesn’t share in the 
money, the individual musicians be- 


ing the ones te profit The New 
/ York Philharmonic was sponsored 
for several seasons by General 


Motors, but in that case, also, it was 
the air, so the 


not identified over 
musicians, not the management, 
were paid. 


Huch Feeley leaves Free & Peters. 
Chica »O, lor WHO, Des Moines sales 


staff, 


It's labeled, ‘Hail, Oklahoma’. | 


'Radio Regulators Revise Sys- 
tem of Handling Cases to 
Allow More Discretion to 
Secretary, Accountant and 
Engineer 


A 


NEUTRALIZES SPITE 


j 


| Washington, Nov. 14. 

Speed-up procedure was approved 
| last week by the FCC, for inaugura- 
| tion next month, to lighten the load 
of administrative detail on individ- 
/ual Commissioners and cut the de- 
‘lay which often has caused exas- 
|peration in getting action on rou- 
tine requests. New order delegates 
|more authority to department heads, 


| ending the practice of rotating many | 


| different kinds of chores among the 
| seven members. 

Most important phase of the order 
is the reform under which issuance 
of final orders will be made by the 
secretary in all cases involving broad- 
|cast stations where the 
findings and conclusions’ 
been attacked. 
the specified time, the rubber-stamp- 


have 


ing wil! be automatic, with the sec- 
retary grinding out necessary con- 


| 


RED TAPE 








NBC Sells Out Its Holdings 
In KEX, Portland, KGA, Spokane; 
May Also Sell KJR, Seattle 


’™ 





v 


his duties relate to the common car- 
riers, he is charged with adminis- 
tering, interpreting, and applying 
orders or rules promuigated by the 


NBC has disposed of its property 
rights to KEX, Portland, and KGA, 
Spokane, to the stations’ present 


, Commish on the subject of financial | operators, the Portland Oregonian 


j}and statistical data. 





‘proposed | 
not | 
This means that after | 


struction permits in uncontested pro- | 


ceedings. Great benefit expected 
from this innovation, because in the 
past lack of a quorum or pressure 
of other business often has led to 
indefensible waits for the go-ahead 
signal. 
The 
retary, 
neer and 
portant 
degree of 


makes the sec- 
chief engi- 
more im- 
greater 
taking 


new scheme 
general counsel, 
chief accountant 
officers, insuring 
uniformity and 


| cense, 


away from individual members the 
chance to pay off grudges. (Though | 
few complaints have been heard, 
n the past there has been some 
| grumbling that personalities were 
injected into routine business, when 
the responsibility for granting minor 


were shifted from person 
on a monthly basis). 


requests 
to person 


More Time for Problems 
As a result of the forward step, 
the individual commissioners will 
have more time to devote to con- 


tested cases and general policy prob- 
lems, with the duty of presiding at 
motions, hearings, or other proceed- 
jings of extraordinary importance 
virtually the only specialized admin- 
istrative duty to be imposed on the 
Expected the group 
rotate in the 


seven members. 
still will continue to 
mov.ions court, 
Creation of an 
Board’ is another 


‘Administrative 


significant aspect 


of the reform. Composing the four 
executives in charge of major 
branches, this unit will expedite all 


sorts of applications which involve 
1 tape They nu act ‘in ac- 
! with iblished polic! 
na ) j » lay A m 
portant principles and not allowed 
» pas ym major matters such as 
power increases, frequency shifts, or 
construction permits for new trans- 
mitters. Busine delegated to them 
does nelude. howevel applications 
for experimental authorization—but 
not to requests for consent to erect 
new experimental stations The 


broadcast business they will handle 
includes: 

Licenses in conformity with prior 
construction permits, changes in 
equipment, extension of time to fin- 
ish or start work, permission to make 
measurements, changes in corporate 
name of licensee, relocation of studio 
or transmitter when service area is 
not materially altered, and operation 
of relay transmitters. 


Several new chores are imposed on 
the chief engineer. He will be in 
charge of extending time for com- 


pliance with technical requirements, 
accepting proof of such compliance, 
and allowing use of temporary plants 
in emergencies. 

| Auditor Looms Large 

| The chief accountant likewise wiil 
figure more prominently in the af- 
fairs of broadcasters. While most of 


The administration board will take 
On a new function for any subordi- | 
nate group in the Commish. Be- | 
sides having final power in many 
matters, the quartet is directed to 
prepare appropriate recommenda- 
tions on applications for ‘special 
temporary standard broadcast au- 
thorizations,’ with final judgment up 
to one of the commissioners, 


Gannett Camp 


Urges: Demand 
3-Year License 








Frank Gannett’s National Commit- | 
tee to Uphold Constitutional Gov- |} 
ernment is now bombarding station | 
operators with circular letters urging 
them to fight for a three-years’ li- | 
This same committee, which 


was very active some time ago in| 
fighting President Roosevelt on the | 


U. S. supreme court plan, charges 
that ‘the threat of cancellable li- | 
censes invades the constitutional | 
rights of your listeners to hear all 
sides of public questions discussed | 
freely and uninfluenced by govern- | 
ment,’ and advises the broadcasters | 
that it is mobilizing public opinion 


on the issue. 

The circular letter also states that 
the committee is mailing 1,000,000 
copies of a letter on the issue by S. 
S. McClure, the publisher, to ‘lead- 
ers of public thought throughout the 
country.” McClure’s letter is ad- 
dressed to Gannett, likewise a bitter 


anti-New Dealer, and demands that 
the free speech provisions of the 
Bill of Rights be applied to radio. 


A curious angle about the reproduc- 
tion of the McClure letter used by 
Gannett’s committee as a mailing- 
piece is the excision of the word, 
‘administration,’ in the third para- 
graph and the substitution of the 
words, ‘radio law.” McClure’s origi- | 
nal read, in this’ respect, ‘This lib- 
erty is endangered for the 
American people by the present ad- 
ministration.’ The committee’s made 
ts mailing-piece read: ‘This liberty 


being 


is being endangered for the Amer- 
can people by the present radio 
mV 
Samuel B Pette 1} 21 forn 

congressman from Indiana, fired the 
nitial blast in the committee’s be- 
half on this issue over the air last 
Sunday afternoon (12). He had a 
juarte hour on CBS 


Pettingill’s Rap at Code 

Former Congressman Samuel B. 
Pettingill, vice president of National 
Committee to Uphold Constitutional 
Government and a collaborator in 
drafting of 1934 Federal Communica- 
tions act, made an attack on the 
N. A. B. code and, to some extent on 
FCC, in the fourth of Sunday talks 
on the code aired by CBS. An- 
nounced as a ‘reply’ to the address 
of Edgar L. Bill, WMBD, Peoria, IL. 
chairman of the code compliance 
committee, Pettingill’s remarks went 
that. Near the conclu- 
sion, the policy which the National 
Committee will demand Congress 
enact in January was outlined. This 
includes: a three-year licensing of! 
radio stations; nullification of right 
of FCC to revoke licenses, except 
after a court decision and for causes 
Congress shall establish, curtailment 
of the President’s powers over 
except when the country is ‘actually 
at war,” such state to be defined. 


further than 


radio 


| ganda in 
| radio is report that copies of scripts 


| to stations. 
| required to send their copy to Ot- 


| ac Louis Wasmer, respectively. The 


newspaper and Wasmer have had the 
outlets under lease from NBC since 
1931. NBC has one more station in 
this area that it owns, namely, KJR, 
Seattle, and the chances are that 
thi. one also will be sold to its cur- 
rent lessee, Fisher flour interests. 


The network recently came to the 
conclusion that to get the most out 
of these local sit-ations from an 
operating standpoint it would have 
to choose one of two alternatives— 
either own and operate the stations 
or have the present lessees do the 
owning as well as the operating. The 
Oregonian has already iled for 50,000 
watts, and the indications are that 
Wasmer will first ask for 10,000 and 
then gradually move up to 50,000 
watts. 

NBC operated the three stations 
for two years after taking them over 
from the defunct Northwest Broad- 


casting System. 


GOVERNMENT 
OKAYS RADIO 
TACT 


Montreal, Nov. 14. 
Indicating governmental confidence 
in accuracy and absence of propa- 
news services catering to 


are no longer required by either 
{CBC or censorship authorities at 
Ottawa. Following outbreak of war 


all Transradio and British United 
Press copy was filed in duplicate, 
one copy going to Ottawa, the other 
Radio stations were also 


tawa following use on air. 

Skillful handling of international 
news, with wary attitude against 
foreign propaganda disguised as 
news, has apparently inspired fav- 
orable reaction in governmental cir- 
cles where only Canadian Press was 


previously regarded as authentic. 
Reports from program producers 
last week that three advertising 


agencies were reluctant to sign up 
news commentators for fear of pos- 
sible government action barring al! 
sponsored newscasts from Canadian 
radio lacked Under- 
standing is that no interference with 
contemplated 
Believed Canadian Broad- 


authenticity. 


ponsored newscast 


at present 


casting Corp. officials are of the 
opinion that American and other 
news services furnishing copy to 
radio stations provide a _ healthy 


Stimulus to Canadian Press activity, 
with this form of competition pre- 
venting the CP from slowing up any 
further, 


HILARY KUHL JOINS WJSV 
Washington, Nov. 14 
newcomers to the staffs of 
local stations were sworn in last 
week. Hilary Denley Kuhl, English 
actress, formerly with WOWO, Fort 
Wayne, inaugurated a three-a-week 


Three 


_kids program on WJSV last Monday 


(13) and Bob Pilgrim, local cartoon- 
ist, was booked by the same station 
for a weekly broadcast on oddities 
in foods. 

Writing staff of WRC-WMAL was 
augmented by the arrival of Rodney 
Erickson, who has written and pro- 
duced at KMBC, Kansas City. 


Morton, NBC, talks Wed. at 


A_H. 
Rotary. Subject: 


the Pittsburgh 
Television, 
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FRISCO: OBSCURE HORIZON 


By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 





San Francisco, Nov. 14. 


San Francisco isn’t exactly radio’s lost horizon, but in 
many instances eastern time-buyers’ periscopes have failed 
to locate it. A glance at current spot business here, plus an 
examination of FCC tabulations for 1937 (ast year available) 
forces the conclusion that the Golden Gate area has been 
gold short. Pittsburgh, for instance, does more radio business 
than San Francisco on half the population and with only 
half as many stations. 

This is not to say that the Golden Gate stations are in the 
last stages of starvation. KSFO, for instance, is installing 
bigger cash registers this season to catch the influx of gold, 
And KJBS and KSAN, on purely local accounts, have a bet- 
ter business proposition than finding oil in your back yard, 
But the fact remains that, on the whole, San Francisco is no 
Cincinnati or Des Moines in the ranks of radio. 


There are many reasons why San Francisco is better 
known as a town of fine restaurants than a radio city. And 
right off the following economic prophecy can be made with- 
out getting too far out on a limb: As NBC goes, so goes San 
Francisco. KSFO-CBS can snootily pooh-pooh this remark 
while operating a mint in the Palace hotel. But the talk 
here is of a city, not of individual bonanzas. Which comes 
ground again to the prophecy: San Francisco is not going 
to be a big national spot center until NBC decrees that it 
will be such. 

The reasons for this situation are eminently simple. NBC 
owns KPO, which has 50,000 watts, and leases KGO (7,500 
watts) from GE. KGO now has an application for 50 grand, 
£2 that means that NBC is pitching ball with wattage. But 
in the past NBC has pitched this high power in the direction 
of network business, not in the direction of national spot or 
Jocal business. In doing this, NBC was trapped by circum- 
stance. The network does not own a station in Hollywood 
the way CBS owns 50,000-watt KNX down there, so it nat- 
urally tried to keep as much network operation in San Fran- 
cisco as possible. In short, NBC has traditionally been far 
less enthusiastic about Hollywood than CBS and is still issu- 
ing 185 programs weekly from San Francisco, whereas CBS’s 
output from the Golden Gate is negligible by comparison. 
But by maintaining this strong network operation in San 
Francisco, NBC was not dramatizing the city as a spot center, 


But having been forced by circumstances to go through 
this phase of history, NBC three weeks ago suddenly re- 
versed the field and decided to turn KGO-KPO into locally- 
identified stations. Lloyd Yoder, who had capably managed 
the pair under the old policies, was sent to Denver with a 
reputed boost in salary. Meantime, Al Nelson, previously 
Blue network sales manager, was called in as the boy who is 
going to elbow this town full of spot business. If he turns 
the trick—and he certainly has the spunk to turn it—he will 
be making extra shekels not only for NBC, but also for 
everybody else. The other stations sense this, and Nelson 
came in with hosannahs from the competition. 


IDEAL ALL-YEAR WEATHER AND 
OTHER FACTORS FAVOR BAY AREA 


Once San Francisco gets to dramatizing the town in a 
spot way, the Golden Gate area needs very little more to 
make it a great radio city. It’s a time-buyers’ natural in 
every other respect. For one thing, the population is large— 
over 1,500,000 counting the areas across the bay (Oakland, 
Berkeley, Alameda, etc.). For another thing, the climate is 
near perfect. Neither semi-tropical nor wintery, the weather 
admits use of practically every type of product and also cuts 
out seasonal peaks (furriers often advertise the year around), 
For a third point, no less than 1,300 national firms have 
Pacific Coast headquarters here. And finally, San Francisco 
is a fine seaport and is the hub of several of California’s 
important valleys (farm areas), 

Two other factors are noteworthy. San Francisco is a 
strong labor town, and that means radio labor, too. On the 
whole, however, this factor is of small importance to a na- 
tional advertiser, and in a local way is balanced out by the 
fact that California’s perennial screwball elections provide 
enough local business to offset losses via labor trouble. The 
other, and more important factor, is that the newspapers 
here like radio the way they like the plague. Radio people 
sometimes deplore the newspaper attitude, but in reality it 
has been a boon. For in order to get extra publicity-promo- 
tion, after it was denied by the newspapers, the stations 
started using window displays. This was a stroke of genius. 
It has meant that retailers are enticed to put radio photos 
and radio merchandise under their best plate glass, In short, 
it is making the merchants—key men in any sales situation— 
thoroughly radio conscious. San Francisco is unique in the 
caliber and extent of window promotion, thanks to the news- 
papers. 

In several respects, the seven San Francisco stations have 
the same policies. They all have a single rate; in short, there 
is no difference between the local and the national rate. 
None of the stations do individual merchandising to the ex- 
tent of peddling time as an adjunct to mailing pieces, per- 
sonal contacts, etc. And all of the station managers are on 
pretty good speaking terms with each other. The last-named 
item sometimes is more of a drawback than an asset, but in 
the case of San Francisco the stations have used their friend- 
liness to promote business—and that’s where it really counts. 

In discussing the individual stations, this report will omit 
KLS, KLX, and KROW in Oakland; and KRE in Berkeley. 
There is no doubt about the fact that each of these four sta- 
tions can be heard in San Francisco itself, does a commend- 
able local job, and is listed in newspaper radio logs. But so 
is KQW in San Jose, 50 miles away. The dividing line here 
is between stations seeking national spot business, and those 
concentrating primarily on local fare. 

KGO (Blue) and KPO (Red) will, since the recent change 
in policy and management, need a little time to take hold. 
This discussion, to be of any value, will have to peer into the 
future as much as into the past. It’s safe to say that Al 
Nelson will be felt in every department, including the tech- 
nical division. There will be a brand-new studio-office plant. 
And if and when KGO gets 50 kw., both transmitters will be 
(according to tentative plans) put on the same plot of ground 
to give the U. S. its first double-header batch of 50,000-watt 
radiators. 

Whereas the stations now only have about 25% non-net- 
work programming. the loca: production end will be perked 


* 


And there will be an attempt to woo back 
Already this has started via an election 
Chronicle amid a lot of ballyhoo on both 


up considerably. 
the newspapers. 
tie-up with the 
sides, 

To carry out these proposals, Nelson has a capable staff 
and considerable resources of talent. NBC here has 300 em- 
ployee, but the bulk of this personnel is the result of NBC's 
network operations, Its a backlog that will be handy any- 
how. For promotional duties in the national sense, Nelson 
can count on Bob McAndrews, here about four years. Glenn 
Dolberg, previously with KFI, KECA and KHJ, has been pro- 
gram director for two years. Bob Seal (ex-WCOL) is pro- 
duction manager, heading up a department of 12. And Milt 
Samuel directs publicity, very capably handling the almost 
innumerable window displays, photo cards, etce., in this 
capacity. 

Right now the NEC stations are pretty heavily programmed 
with music, and musical novelty. There are two house bands 
batoned variously by Walter Kelsey, Ernest Gill and Harvey 
Peterson (known on the air as ‘Ricardo’), Paul Martin, 
guitarist, also has a musical group which is being headlined 
steadily. Glenn Hurlbert (staff pianist and accordionist) does 
much of the arranging for the bands, specializing in suave 
figures and trick variations. Bob Anderson and Robert Ack- 
erley are the newscasters, while Will Aubry runs the KGO 
musical clock, and Jack Bennett winds the KPO affair. 
Gladys Cronkhite runs the women’s program, and also up 
this alley is the ‘Woman's Magazine of the Air,’ which Benny 
Walker has been emceeing on a network feed for il years. 


SIMILARITY OF KPO-KGO 
NOT CONSIDERED SHOWMANLY 


In the future the identity of the two stations will be mark- 
edly separated to give each its due share of distinction (this 
idea could well be applied to the call letters, too, which are 
pretty confusing because of their similarity), 


KSFO is the CBS station, being owned by the Associated 
Broadcasters, whose president is Wesley I. Dumm (real es- 
tate). The same owners also control KROW, Oakland, and 
are building that station to catch the overflow of spot busi- 
ness. As will be indicated from such a scheme, KSFO is vir- 
tually a sell-out. Phil Lasky has been manager here for the 
past five years, coming here from KDYL, Salt Lake City. 
A. W. (Tiny) Stowe is both program director of KSFO and 
CBS production manager for San Francisco (he was once 
radio director for Hays Macfarland). Bob Dumm handles 
promotion, merchandising, and national sales service. Pub- 
licity is taken care of by Marie Houlihan, 


In addition to carrying what looks like the city’s biggest 
load of business, KSFO is notable for a couple of other 
angles: It has the best studios and physical plant in San 
Francisco; it is strong on sales service; and the programming 
is clever. As an example of program ingenuity, KSFO de- 
cided to get value received out of its house orchestra (12 men 
c’zected by Dick Aurandt) by putting them on the musical 
clock instead of using platters. Tro Harper, continuity chief, 
thereupon provided Jack Gregnon, the m.c., with a script in- 
stead of letting him ad lib, and added a club idea. The club 
got 4,000 members in six weeks, which isn’t bad in a town 
where musical clocks are prevalent enough to provide each 
other with cut-throat competition, 


Bob Garred is KSFQ’s chief newscaster, with Tro Harper 
assisting in this type of spieling. Elma Latta Hackett gives 
out the women’s angle, both mornings and afternoons. A 
roving reporter, Artfhur Linkletter, has the man-on-the- 
street stint, and the station originates the ‘My Children’ serial 
for General Mills. 


By way of promotion, KSFO does the general type of plug- 
ging, but will not ring doorbells without being paid to do it. 
The station also tries to keep on as good terms as possible 
with the newspapers, and has a KSFO ‘Magazine’ stanza in 
which Harper and Garred expound excerpts from the Chron- 
icle’s Sunday magazine section. 

KFRC is the Mutual-Don Lee outlet here. Don Lee owns 
it. Historically the station started with the programming 
idea that ‘anything goes’ so long as there is a logical idea be- 
hind it, and that system still pertains today. KFRC had one 
of the first variety programs in the history of radio—the old 
‘Blue Monday Jamboree’ launched in 1927—and was the first 
station which removed the plate glass separating studio audi- 
ence and actors, so that the former could laugh and applaud 
into the mike. Anybody who brings KFRC a good radio idea 
can get interest and attention here. 

KFRC comes closest of all stations to doing widespread 
merchandising, but here also no doorbells will be pushed. 
New accounts are listed in paid space, lots of window cards 
are put up, theatre trailers are issued, and pre-announce- 
ments are rendered. Gary Kriedt handles this whole rig- 
marole. KFRC’s business is on a good, healthy level cur- 
rently, intake being derived 20% from national spot, and 40% 
each from network and local business. Bill Pabst, who 
started with Don Lee in 1923, has recently been made man- 
ager after several years of producing programs. Ward In- 
grim, with KFRC four years after a spell at KJBS, is com- 
mercial manager. Ben Harkins is program director, and Phil 
Stearns handles publicity. 

A KFRC requirement is that all announcers must also be 
able to do capable commentaries and specialties. The an- 
nouncing stable currently includes Mel Venter, Toby Reed, 
Bob Bence and John Hughes. There’s a variety show in the 
morning, and another in the afternoon. Bill Davidson runs 
a quiz show and the musical clock. John Hughes delivers 
18 newscasts per week. Josephine Martin does the women’s 
fare, having a five-minute report on best food buys and a 
regular home economics program. A cute trick is recording 
special events and then playing them later when the princi- 
pals can hear themselves talk and make all their friends and 
relatives listen. 


SUGGESTS ALL STATIONS COMBINE 
TO FINANCE DEPT. STORE DIPLOMAT 


KJBS is the Ralph Brunton station (he also owns KQW in 
San Jose and runs an auto accessories business), and at this 
« riting is a terrific moneymaker, principally in local busi- 
ness. Ed Franklin is Brunton’s station manager. A bright 
young man, he has been responsible for the very sensible 


idea that all San Francisco stations chip together and hire a 
single salesman to hit the department stores, notably luke- 
warm here. This would save everybody’s time, and still give 
all the stations adequate representation. If this plan works 
out, it will be a new high in cooperation, 


Harry Wickersham is KJBS production manager, and Wally 
Gade has the musical end. The station hires 10 AFRA an- 
nouncers, and harps strongly on platterized music—much of 
it classical to suit San Francisco’s yen for opera. One of 
these classical stanzas comes at 5 a.m., and another runs€rom 
10 p.m. to midnight. Between midnight and 5 am. there's 
an all-night request show. Other KJBS features include 
newscasts by James O'Neil (two of these are six years old, 
and two are 10 years old), a musical clock by Frank Cope 
(great mail puller in the morning, and another by Vic Paul- 
sen in the afternoon. Race results are aired daily; and civie 
affairs get plenty of attention. 


KYA, the Hearst station, is another station wholly depend- 
ent on local business. Reiland Quinn, here since 1936 after 
duties at KF RC and KGO, is manager, with Gurden Mooser 
(ex-KEHE) assisting him. Dave Vaile is production man- 
ager, and J. Clarence Myers handles publicity. Although the 
Hearst papers are the town’s topnotch circulation producers, 
they treat KYA like everybody else, which means that the 
station relies on film trailers, pictures, and similar trade deals 
for promotion, 


Transcribed music is strong on KYA’s schedule, and the 
classical vein is forte here, too. One of these highbrow plat- 
ter airings has the distinction of being sponsored for an hour 
daily by—of all things—a department store, and the other 
(a two-hour evening job) is the station’s biggest mail puller, 
getting about 6,000 letters a month. Darrell Darnell (Hearst 
radio editor until the radio blackout), Dick Ellers and Clar- 
ence Myers are the newscasters. Lew Lacey gabs the musi- 
cal clock, while Jean Fay has a woman’s program dealing 
with art, sports, news, etc. (not home economics). KYA’s 
schedule is unique in having a local kid’s show—a quiz job 
emceed by Dwight Newton. Comment on the races is aired 
daily, but no actual results are given, 


KSAN is another cleaner-upper in local business, although 
the station is getting some business from the California Radio 
System. S. H. Patterson is owner and manager. An idea of 
his operations may be gleaned from his past history. He 
bought KVOR in Colorado Springs in 1933 for about $15,000. 
At that time it was in the red. When he sold it in 1936, he 
got something like $80,000 for it, and it was earning around 
$1,000 a month. KSAN, which Patterson bought six months 
ago, looks like a repeater on that history. It has a plant lay- 
out which is second only to KSFO’s. 

KSAN is unique in several respects. It’s the only station 
in town operating 24 hours a day; the only station with 
news every hour on the hour; the only station whose man- 
agement-ownership is solely engaged in broadcasting; and 
the only station taking foreign-language broadcasts. The late 
ter are limited, however, and only two (one of them Jewish) 
are running. Transcriptions are liberally aired. Lee Gold- 
smith and Dudley Manlove are the newscasters. Patterson is 
assisted in executive capacities by Wm. C. Grove, sales and 
program director, 


THE CUSTOMERS 


National and regional spot accounts carried on the San 
Francisco stations are the following: 
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CUBAN FREE-FOR-ALL ENDS 





Censorship by Law, Not by Consent, 
Radio's Chief Change in Australia 


Canbera, Oct. 17. 
After huddles lasting almost two 
years, the Australian House of Rep- 
resentatives has a broadcasting bill 
which still leaves status quo as re- 
gards non-commercial or govern- 
ment-supported radio. Because of 
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Salada Tea Hookup 


Montreal, Nov. 14. | 

Salad Tea began new series of 
weekly half-hour stamp programs 
over Canadian Marconi station CFCF 
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RADIO REGULATOR 
TAKEO ALL TRIGKS 


Broadcasters Getting Faces 





Lifted Whether They Like 
It or Not—Use Political 
Pull That Doesn’t—Must 
Reallocate This Week— 


} 


Mexican Hookup for Ford May 


Cue Other Accounts; Creighton 
Has Ambitious Sponsor Plans 





KFAR, Alaska, Opens Up 





| Fairbanks, Nov. 14. 


| make the dedication of KFAR a gala 


asa 


By LOUIS CANDY 


San Antonio, Nov. 14. 
Victor E. Creighton, who lined up 


close similar deals with other adver- 


ngeke see ite ; »rati 6 ic : Phi ° ° . ° 
commercial air ~~ in ee | ed pe om pea s8-minut ~ occasion for the community by put- tisers on American webs in a couple 
A throughout the ommonweait : alada starte with -minute T ting out a special section devoted to of weeks. Creighton, a resident of 
Major change makes specific the, show on CFCF last year offering O HER CHANGES the station San Antonio, is a citizen of both the 
s . § oy : ( 





Commercial stations have formed here for shortwave radio sets. But orders stations CMCH; CMC4; js distorted and at variable strength, Show. Further development of this f 
, their own federation and agree that; With American dollars quoted 15-1 | CMCO; CMBF; CMCA, CMTQ; | more frequently at night than during cross-the-border hookup is made 
every script be given close scrutiny | 0" mex most residents could not | CMCX; _CMCW; CMCG; CMBX;/the day. Trouble is due to geo-| Promising by the fact that there are 
before being miked. Frank Marden, | touch the Yankee sets. Some of the CMCU; CMOA; CMBS; CMC; CMBY; | graphical reasons, and BBC avows 4 large number of factories produc- 


power of the Government cemmis- | 


sion to control political speeches. 


stamp giveaway to those sending in 
Salada Tea labels. 





——_____ 


Outlet, licensed to operate at 1,000 
watts on 610 kc., is owned by the 





United States and Mexico. He was 
born across the border prior to the 


Australian ee ar ee Havana, Nov. 14. | Midnight Sun Broadcasting Co. | passage (1933 ) of the Mexican law 

los censoring all scrip as Undaunted by political threats and | making citizenship i divisible, so 

° New law gives the Government | JAPS JAM ( E complaints from radio broadcasters, | prong he is able to work in that coun- 
aw F 7 } : : i . } ry. 

control by law instead of by consent | Cuba’s radio strong man, Major BBC SIGNAL To meet the Mexican government's 


of station managements as is now 
the case. The government is not 
keen to have aired anything of a 


FRISCO DX'ER 





Govea, continues his policies. He is 


dealing sternly with broadcasters | 


who use strong language over the 


| 


TURNS MURKY 


| regulations all announcing on the 
| Ford hookup is done in Spanish by 

a Mexican announcer spotted at 
| XET, Monterey, 


personal nature in respect to its ; . . ; which feeds the 
functioning. Some call it ‘national mike protesting against any of his ‘other outlets in the special Mexican 
defense.’ Critics call it ‘censorship.’ numerous decrees. The two latest |hookup. Latter consists also of 
New bill, in relation to Australian Shanghai, Oct. 16. |to be disciplined are CMCW and | XEW, 100,000 watts, and XEQ, 50,- 


Broadcasting Commission, fixes per- 
sonnel at five members, including a 
chairman. All 





members appointed | 


Shortwave radio addicts in ori- 
c..tal ports are speaking unpleasant- 
ly of the Japanese for alleged jam- 


CMBX suspended for 10 and 20 days 
respectively. 
The latest Govea decree which 





London, Novy. 1. 
One effect of British Broadcasting 
Corp, restricting its wartime service 


| 000 watts; Mexico City, XES, 500 
| watts; Tampico, XECZ, 250 watts; 
San Luis Portosi, XED, 25,000 watts; 


in the future will go in for a term Of| ming of the English-language news| went in effect recently reduces in te thiliaen ts Seek Uadeneee ie Guadalajara, XEME, 500 watts; Meri- 
five years. /coming in on the General Electric | channels according to the North eaten distriets pa getting sienhalaes i. da, and XECW, 250 watts, Vera Cruz, 

Bill, however, will probably not| station on the 9530 band from | American Regional Treaty negotiated | ception, and in odd spots it is virtu- Other Mexican stations are taking 
affect commercial operators to any} Treasure Island in San Francisco | at the Havana Conference to 25, of ally impossible ‘ bane re the the Ford program off the air and re- 
great extent. Each commercial in| bay. JZI of Japan is not only inter- | which 15 will be used by single sta- | programs, Only consolation they broadcasting x without permission, 
Australia is really controlled by the; fering with the Frisco messages, but | tions and ten will be shared by two get is a statement from BBC that | ™ hich accounts for lots of additional, 


Postmaster-General on a license cost- 
ing $100 per annum. Any break 
away from general rules laid down 


also with broadcasts from Hongkong. 
General Electric claims its tenure 
on 9530 from 1928, but the Japanese 


| P ° 
| stations. This measure brought plenty 


squawks from the broadcasters with 


| President Laredo Bru calling them to 


| they have got to take it that way and 
| like it. 


BBC points out it is not a free 


if uncompensated, cove age. 
Some Oppose 
Ford Motor Co. of Mexico passes 
4 


> etati + r ej accertins cense ate 936 are} ¢ g Si ing is , P ° ; re a. sar] e caommere 
for station operation would possibly | asserting a license dated 19: 6. are the Palace and assigning his OWN | agent, but is operating home pro- inadvance on not only th com " 
cost a cancellation of license. Some | just half-a-skip over on 9535, and it | lawyers to find a solution, which grams on two senders only as an Cals, but the program itself. The 
; ag bor ati > KY h: anke } , ing relays very ° satisfactory eas r ig ictene . . ere 
time ago Labor station 2 KY had blankets the incoming relays very scone be found yy to element of national security. While listener comment on the program 
its license nixed because of certain nicely. . ; eve yone as none 0 e stations | methods of improving output are be- has so far been consideravly greater 
political statements aired by its own Japanese embassy expressed ‘hope’ | wanted to share channels and there , ing explored, listeners in affectea than anticipated. Some of letters 
commentator. Station was off the} of early settlement. are 36 stations in Havana alone. areas are asked to ‘put up with it’ €XPress opposition to bringing in 
air for several days, but resumed| Throughout September there was Govea finally obtained the presi- in the national interest American programs, but the over- 


operating. 


g.m. Albert-Doyle loop, is the head 


of the federation. As far as possible Presently the local longwave news | —___— 2 Ne _ products which are licensed by the 
the commercials lay off political broadcasts became so gooc that this Mexican Republic. | 
utterances and commentators have Put the final curse on the sales | e ® _The network which Creighton has 
sradually been eased from the air flurry. The British North China | eW re lencies SSI ne to avania lined up for Ford is known as ‘La 
waves. : News and Evening Post-Mercury / Cadena Mexicana.’ It uses Class A 
Minister for Information (Sir| and the American China Press were lines with 8,000 cycles as compared 
Henry Gullet) announced that com-| 0" the air for a time as frequently | ————— ane to those with 5,000 cycles in the 
plete arrangements have been m , le is every hou eae re. Call Letters Dewar niecng vg ee — 
for the c pienso 1 ‘free we of tate Japs Protest 950 CMW ' 200 * . pute The government presents a 
war news ullet ns by both na a Tokvo. Oct. 16. 90 CMCY 46 15,000 daily hour of its own. No sustain- 
ee ee niin ye — Japanese newspapers have voiced 630 CMCD Hesse 15,000 ing “programs are otherwise fed to 
nce niga i Raeaiten p acelin loud complaints against the accusae | a ae" * a i the network’s affiliates because it’s 
Press and Consolidated Press for a| tion of the General Electric Com- | 750 CMBI a oi ae ; much cheaper for each station to put f 
ontinuance of news for air purposes | Pany, Owners of the Treasure Island | 780 NW nd eres aaa + on its own sustainer. 
< eile pty ,| shortwave broadeasting station in | ae CMQ #rees £9,000 
a terms agreed upon by the) ~ hei tr ta ; aise 810 CMCF : 5,000 # 
Australian Broadcasting Commission | 52 Fran isco harbor, hat the Japa- 850) CMCM /f 200 § 
and commercial interests playing se pissin rao tiga Far Eastern | 880 CMX . 10.000 ; INDIA PERKS 
these services daily "ie ‘aeaamas ee. eames ties’ 920 CMZ ee 5,000 | 
Main BBC coverage for commer- aed, pas . a “‘* ae Neth 970 CMCK 5,000 
cials is made at 9:30 p.m. The ABC Suguraces © new be om ) " . » | 1010 CMBZ 4. 200 ¢ 
takes the BBC on 10 minutes’ span | etlands, East Indies, as of Oct. 1 and | 1050 CMCH Ist 200) 
at 7 p.m., with a final coverage just) are oe _ a eed 1050 CMBX 9d 200 
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7 San voceneie oe news coverage for | broadcasts from San Francisco. ta ponies en = Le 
Australians with DX sets comes via aa : — 1150 CMBQ ' 5,000 
KGEI, San Francisco. This coverage . ° . P1( "MCC <} D0) Bombay, Oct. 18 
is heard here at 10:30 p.m., but is not New Transmitter I or oe pon es es The Government of India has de- 
re-broadcast by the national and Station CBM, Montreal 1250 CMCB 1st 200 cided bo recruit a aineet yr . Pi - 
commercial stations. It’s been said 1250 CMBS Id 200 gram Planning and a Director of 
that the KGEI service is responsible Montreal, Nov. 14. 1290 CMBF Ist 5.000 Publicity for the All India Radio, 
for a major upping in the sales of Canadian Broadcasting Corp. has} 1290 CMBD 2d 200 These two appointments will be pate 
DX sets throughout this territory. rdered a new 5,000-watt trans- 1350 CMCA Ist 200 terned on offices held by two offi- 
Gullet has also issued instructions | mitter for station CBM at Marie- 1410 CMCQ 1 200 cials of the British Broadcasting Co. 
for the introduction of a DX station | ville, about 20 miles from Montreal. 1350 CMC 2d 200 in London, 
to counter the German propaganda; According to Dr. A. Frigon, as- 1410 CMBY od 200 The appointment of Director of 
flowing this way from Berlin. Local | sistant general manager of CBC, 1470 CMCX 1st 200 Program Planning was not consid- 
Station will operate at stated inter- | transmitter now at Laprairie will be 1470 CMBG 2d 200 ered necessary by the A.IR. in it >i 
vals throughout each day. Idea is to | abondoned in favor of completely 1510 CMCW 1st 200 pioneering days as only three sta« 
tell Europe just what Australia is | new equipment. 1510 CMOX 2d 200 tions were on the air. With broad- 
doing to help Great Britain win out. | No change in power or wave- 1560 CMCJ Ist 200 |casting _ stations now scattered 
Station may also repeat some of the | length of CBM. New transmitter 1560 CMCR od 200 | throughout India under its control, 
important news from the BBC to| scheduled for spring completion. 1580 CM9RT ee 200 the A.ILR. deem it most necessary 
countries more easily reached from 1600 CMBH re 5,000 that this officer be appointed to avoid 
Australia than from aiid Molson Man's Sth Year a | nity Pe censor yg = , - = 
s i : Hate ; xplanation: — ms ! lire 
Pro eich dae ae here from —_— et ee ° Must have 2,500 watts within six months. Stations at the same time and the 
penne es . Transradio News and station | + Because it is the key station of the only telephone wire network will overlapping of two or more items 


Berlin is becoming tiresome to DX 


| 
| 





a considerable spontaneous demand 


midgets were solid, however. 








baked a cake and lit four candles | 





| dent’s signature to decree 2504 that 


(Continued on page 38) 


Chief squawks are that reception 


| there is no fault in transmissions. 


n on same frequency and power, unless disconnected from the net- 


whelming sentiment favors the Ford 


ing national advertised American 


lict 
ilstene 


which would attract the same 


eg +sie Very little news ae aed | week for Chris Ellis, Molson | 7°” ers 
asts . r ou in a PEO | tes io 2 P 2n “actor 
7 Deaton po Rag fay 24 hours’ New scaster, P t Must have 5,000 watts within six months. The appointment of Director of 
— eo We Ellis begins fifth year for beer) ¢ jo, station for wireless blue network. | Publicity is necessitated by the con- 
: : io sponsor. § Will maintain same frequency and power by special favor. tinued expansion of the A.ILR. acs 
Home stations are now only airing | | Only non-commercial as it belongs to Army. | tivities, for the authorities finally 





four news sessions daily, most of 


which comes from the BBC. Nothing | 


of a sensational nature goes out: in 
fact, public, instead of waiting by 
sets, is increasingly satisfied to pick 
up news from the dailies Radio 





repetition of news has left the pub- 
lic cold during the past few weeks. 

Move for a shortwave set-up is re- | 
garded as likely to encourage similar 
move later in New Zealand 


# Has commercial shortwave. 


#6 Must have commercial shortwave in six months. 
#M Has commercial shortwave relay in Matanzas province. 


Ist Means first shift. 
2d Means second shift 


consider that radio in India is in its 
infancy and is still comparatively 
an unknown quantity deserving and 
requiring a regulated end *sorough 
nublicitv drive 


war conditions, certain amendments | and selected private stations on Nov. th . “tose z 
4 er ; p ; we e Mexican network for the Ford 
may be added by the authorities cov- | 8. Show is piped in from Toronto } of s for Announcers | Fairbanks News-Miner helped Sunday Evening Hour caus 
ering both Government and private} with Ray Purdy delivering spiel on oming Up , Beagrie 
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“It’s a ‘must’ picture for the whole 
family!’’ —Rose Pike, 
Brooklyn, New York 


“Superb cast. Enjoyed it more 
than any picture I've seen this 


year.”’ —Florence Schechter, 
Bronx, New York City 








Pe nk ES 





III: 


“Perfect. Fast moving, with 
enough love for the ladies.” 


“l think ‘Rulers of the Sea’ is 


grand !’’ —Eva Blackman, 


—Irma Di Giacomo, Bronx, New York 


North Bergen, New Jersey 














- Paramount presents FRANK LLOYD'S: 


a “RULERS OF THE SEA’. 
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unt Agree! 


» 


“Best picture I have seen this 


year!” —Mrs. L. Y. McNeely, 
| New York City 


J “Picture was excellent. Will Fyffe 
ls truly @ great actor!” 


—Rosalind Orr, 
Brooklyn, New York 













: t 
“Fine entertainme ; 
scale, 

on a grand 


“The picture was grand. | really 
can say it’s the best I’ve seen 


in months!” —Boarbara Rosenberg, 
Bronx, New York 


p rod uced 


i __ New York Post 





rs finest afl 
¢ will Fyffe- 


al-American 
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AS COMPILED BY JOSEPH NATHAN KANE 


CATALOG OF RADIO ‘FIRSTS’ 


A student of Americana and the 
author of various books on ‘famous 
firsts’ in other fields, the compiler of 
the following data has confined his 
research to United States radio. Kane 
points out in comment on his own 
data: 

‘Seldom does an industry keen on 


advancement take the time to evalu- | 


ate itself, with the result that after 
the formative stages have _ been 
passed, its history is in a hectic posi-| 
tion. Radio is no exception. Although | 
numerous good histories have been | 
written, and the story of radio fully 
explained, there is much confusion, | 
especially with regard to firsts and | 
priorities. | 

‘Companies and organizations make | 
grandiose claims for firsts. Some are | 
made honestly, others in a spirit of | 
bragadoccio, and others in ignorance 
of the history of radio. Again many 
claims are made because there is a| 
difference of terminology. Several) 
organizations make the same claim | 
for the same first; the reason for their | 
claims is that no two have the same | 
basis.’ | 

Some of the ‘firsts’ that have been | 
duly and ceremoniously imbedded in | 
the archives of the industry must | 
seem pretty ‘so whatish?’ to many. 
(As, for example, the ‘first’ broad-| 
cast of an engineer in his cab with a 
brakeman in his caboose.) Neverthe- | 
less, the radio archives of firsts be- 
latedly begun are the more hotly de- 
bated. 


It will be especially noted that 


in- the traditional dispute between 


that station and KDKA, Pittsburgh, | 
This | 


as to which was first on the air. 
is a matter on which much printer’s 
ink has already been expended and 


there is no present wish to open up a| 


controversy. Suffice that ‘according 
to Kane’ the facts are stated. 

Television, unlike radio, will be 
amply attested as to dates and firsts 
when the accumulation of age gives 
such matters enough point to warrant 
discussion. Indeed television so far 
has been one vast pile of carefully 
authenticated ‘firsts’.) 


AIRPLANES 











Curtiss and Howard Morin in February, 1912, 
at North Island, San Diego, Cal. 
were received from warships anchored in San 
Diego Bay in a set invented by Howard Morin 
in which the antennae an# counterpoise ran 
over both lower and upper wings. 
were dropped below the fuselage. 


Radio message sent from an airplane was 
transmitted Aug. 27, 1910, from an airplane 
piloted by J. A. D. McCurdy over Sheepshead 
Bay, New York City. It was received by 
H. M. Horton in the radio station erected at 
the grandstand at the flying field at Sheeps- 
head Bay. The equipment was a duplex sys- 
tem where communication is identical to the 
ordinary telephone conversation. The trans- 
mitter and receiver are on simultaneously, 
and either party may converse at will. It is 
hot necessary to short-circuit the receiver 
when che transmitter was in use. 


€ € . 


Radio two-way conversation 
glider and the land was effected Aug, 12, 1932, 


at 2:40 p.m. by J. K. (Jack) O'Meara, glider | 


champion in the Chanute, at more than 5,000 
feet altitude while circling the Empire State 
Buliding, New Yorx« City, and Edward Thor- 


geson, radio announcer, over WEAF network. | 


A test flight was made Aug. 9, 1932, over 
Coney Island and Manhattan, New York City. 


e* ¢ ¢ 


CHURCH 





Religious service was broadcast Jan, 2, 1921, | 


when the Calvary Episcopal Church of Pitts- 
burgh placed its services over the air through 


Messages | 


No wires | 


between a/| 


KDKA, was Rev. Dr. van 


Etten. 


The preacher 
s 7 * 


Radio Parish Church of America was estab- 
lished April 18, 1926, when Rev. Howard O. 


Hough was inaugurated as pastor in the studio | 


of Station WCSH. Congress Square Hotel, 
Portland, Maine. Nine different denomina- 
tions were represented in this church, the 
purpose of which was the conducting of re- 
ligious services of a non-sectarian character 
by means of radio and the carrying on of 
pastoral work as is customary with the ordi- 
nary church. 
* * . 


COLLEGE COURSE 


Radie Advertising College Course was in- 
stituted by the College of the City of New 
York Sept. 29, 1930, under the direction of 





Frank Atkinson Arnold, director of develop- | 


ment of NBC. The class consisted of 62 stu- 


dents, 
* - ¢ 


CONTEST 





Radio Contest was held by the U..ited Wire- | 
less Telegraph Co. at Philadelphia Feb. 23, | 
The American Morse telegraphic code | 


1910. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


was used. The winner was Robert F. Miller | 


of the United Wireless Co.. 
of the Western Union was the runner-up. 


* * * 


FACSIMILE 





Harvey Williams | 


Facsimile Radio Newspaper was issued by | 


KSTP, St. Paul, Minn., on Dec. 17, 

consisted of a roll of sensitized paper nearly 

five inches wide with perforations at the ends. 
* * ta 

Facsimile Daily Newspaper was broadcast 

Dec. 7, 1938, by St. Louis Post-Dispatch over 


1937. It} 


Station W9XYZ on an ultra high frequency. | 


| Nine pages, each 8% inches long, four columns 


Kane gives WWJ, Detroit, the benefit | 


to a page, printed in seven-point type, were 
especially prepared. About 15 minutes was 
required to transmit each page. 
a % * 

ultra high frequencies wa: 
broadeast Dec. 19, 1933, by Station W9XAF, 
Milwaukee, on frequencies 42,000-56,000 
and 60,000-86,000 ke. 


+ e * 


HOOK-UPS 


Chain broadcast was Oct. 7, 1922, by WJZ, 


Facsimile in 


ke 





New York, and WGY, Schenectady, of the 
1922 World Series baseball game from the 
field. Graham McNamee was the announcer, 


It was simply a matter of connecting ordinary 
telegraph lines from Newark and Schenectady 
into the Polo Grounds, where a single micro- 
phone connected to these lines completed the 
requirements. (It was not possible to trans- 
mit highest and lowest frequencies. On Jan, 


| 4, 1923, WEAF and WNAC had repeater points 
| and amplifiers were provided for faithful re- | 


production and transmission of both 


and speech.) 


music 


cadio in an airplane was used by Glenn H. 


oa . o 
Police Two-Way Three-Way System, from 
headquarters to the cars, cars to headquarters, 
and from car to car was installed by the Radio 
Engineering Laboratories, Inc., 100 Wilbur 
Avenue, Long Island City, N. Y., which con- 
| tracted May 8, 1933, to install one transmitter 
| and receiver (20 watts) (W2XCT) for police 
headquarters and two for police cars (4.5 
watts) (W2XCS and W2XEL) with East- 
chester Township, N. Y. 
in operation July 10, 1933, and were in charge 
of Sergeant William E. Robinson. (Bayonne, 





| N. J., made formal application for a construc- 
| tion permit Oct. 7, 1932, which was granted 
Dec. 22, 1932, but the installation was not 
completed until July 31, 1933.) 
* ¢ ¢ 
First radio license issued in the United 





States was granted George Hill Lewis of Cin- 
| cinnati in 1911, 
| City-school-owned ultra-high frequency 
broadcast station to receive a FCC grant was 
| Station WBOE, Cleveland, which received 
| license No. 1 Nov. 21, 1938, to operate (500 
watts, 41,500 ke frequency). Regular class- 
room lessons and music were broadcast Mon- 
day through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
* i . 


College radio station licensed was 8CO, 
Grove City College, Grove City, Pa., which 
received an amateur license in 1913. The call 
letters were changed to 8YV in 1916. 

¢ . 


& 





Experimental radio license issued 
Department of Commerce following the In- 
ternational Radio Convention and Radio Act 


The cars were placed | 





by the | 


St. 
in 


to 


3XV 


of 1912 was serial No. 1, granted 
Joseph's College, Philadeiphia, Pa., 
1912 to use 2 kw power. 

. * . 


International broadcasting licet..e issued by 
the FCC was granted Oct. 15, 1927, to the 
Experimenter Publishing Co.'s station 
W2XAL, New York City. 


9,700 kilocycles and the power 500 watts. The 
station was taken over in 1929 and subse- 


quently moved to Boston, where it has been 
operated as WIXAL by the World 
Broadcasting Corp. 

e * * 


Radio broadcast station license was granted 
to WBZ (Westinghouse), 625 Page Boulevard, 


Springfield, Mass., on Sept. 15, 1921. The 
station operated on 360 meters exclusively | 


for broadcasting 1500 watts. 
number 224 and was issued by the Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Bureau of 
(Station KDKA received a license Oct. 
1920, but at that time broadcasting was not 
recognized as such. When a set-up was made 


| to license broadcasting stations, WBZ received 


the first license, 
* - 7 


Commercial broadcast station was 
(now WWJ, Detroit), official station of De- 
troit News ,which broadcast the program ‘To- 
night’s Dinner’ Aug. 20, 1920. (On Aug. 31, 
1920, the local election returns were broad- 
cast. KDKA’s first broadcast was not until 
Nov. 2, 1920.) 


* * a 


OCEANIC 


Radio signal transmitted across the Atlantic 
ocean was sent from Poldhu, Cornwall, by 
Guglielmo Marconi, and was received at St. 





John’s, Newfoundland, Dec. 11, 1901. The 
letter ‘S’ was repeatedly sent by Mor : code 
at stated time intervals and was faintly re- 


ceived Dec. 11, 1901. and again heard on Dec. 
12, 1901. 


. = ~ 


Radio message of the regular westward 
service was sent to the New York Times from 
Clifden, Ireland, via Glace Bay, Nova Scotia, 
Oct. 17, 1907, on regular Marconi transatlantic 
service. 

& * ~ 

Radio telephone message was transmitted 
across the Atlantic Oct. 12, 1915. Bell system 
engineers installed a receiving apparatus in 
the French wireless station at Eiffel Tower 
in Paris. These men together with members 
of the French Signal Service heard the first 
radio-telephone message. The transmitting ap- 
paratus was located at the Navy’s wireless 
station at Arlington, Va. 


The frequency was | 


Wide | 


It carried serial | 


Navigation, | 
27, | 


Libby prison. It was given at Carnegie Hall 
via WABC, (N. Y.) Sept. 24, 1933. 
¢ © * 

Collegiate football game was broadcast Noy. 
25, 1920, by radio station WTAW of College 
Station, Texas. The game was played on 
Thanksgiving Day between Texas University 
and the Agricultural and Mechanical College 
of Texas at College Station, Texas. At that 
time the station was operating under an ex. 
perimental license and had the call letters 
XB. The transmitter used was a spark trans- 
mitter and the transmission was in code. This 
was the first play-by-play broadcast of a foot- 
ball game. 

i +. ig 

Musical comedy with specially 
music broadcast was ‘The Gibson 
sponsored by Procter & Gamble and intro- 
duced over NBC Sept. 15, 1934. The comedy 
was composed by Arthur Schwartz and the 
lyrics were written by Howard Dietz. 

e * * 


composed 
Family,’ 


Opera broadcast in its entirety by the Met- 


| ropolitan Opera was Humperdinck’'s ‘Haensel 


8MK 


+. = s 
Marine demonstration of wireless telephony 
was held on board the steamer ‘Bartholdi’ on 
the Potomac river, March 20, 1902. The ap-| 
paratus and equipment used was the inven- | 


tion of Nathan B. Stubblefield, 


* * a 


of Murray, Ky. 


Broadcast of a program from a ship at sea 
to listeners on shore was on March 27, 1930, 
from a ship off the Ambrose Light. It 
picked up at Rockaway and carried by a land 
wire to a New York studio for re-broadcast. 

* - A 


was 


Broadcast of a drama from a ship at sea 
was heard over the CBS network, July 1, 
1933, when an air version of a new motion 
picture was presented from the main salon of 


the* Furness-Bermuda liner ‘Queen of Ber- 
muda’ on a weekend cruise to the mid- 
Atlantic. 
+. > > 
News broadcast from a ship at sea was 


made in code on Sept. 00, 1899, of the inter- 
national yacht races off Sandy Hook, 
between the ‘Chaumont’ and the 
for the New York Herald. 
with sending apparatus followed the boats. 
Two receiving stations were set up, on 
the cable ship ‘Mackay-Bennett,’ anchored 
near the Sandy Hook Lightship, the other at 
the Highlands off Navesink. The news was 
then sent by telephone to the N. Y. Herald. 


La * La 


PROGRAMS 


Debate was May 23, 1922, over WJH, Wash- 
ington, D.C. The affirmative, ‘Resolved, That 


Two 


one 


Daylight Saving Is an Advantage,’ was-taken } 


by Calvin I. Kephart, representing the Miller 
Debating Society, and the negative by Thomas 
E. Rhodes, representing the Alvey Debating 
Society, both of the National University Law 
School, Washington, D. C. The audience was 
requested to act as the judge. 

6 e e 


Drama presented on a regular stage with 
full scenery and a cast in costume was ‘Roses 
and Drums,’ 


a dramatic story of the unsuc- | 


N. J., 
‘Columbus’ | 


} 


steamers | 





t 





cessful Union raid in 1864 to capture Jefferson | 


Davis and free the northern prisoners from 


und Gretel’ on Dec, 25, 1931, over NBC. 


¢ * * 


Opera broadcast in part from stage of the 
Metropolitan Opera was Jan. 13, 1910, when 
Enrico Caruso and Mme. Destinn sang arias 
from ‘Cavalleria Rusticana’ and ‘Pagliacci,’ 
which were ‘trapped and magnified by the 
dictograph directly from the stage and borne 
by wireless Hertzian waves.’ 

¢ e . 


Police broadcast was made by radio station 
WIL, St. Louis, Mo., Sept. 4, 1921. 


* * “ 


Presidential message was broadcast Dec. 6, 
1923. President Coolidge’s first message to 
Congress was placed on the air by means of 
stations connected to Washington by long- 
distance telephone wires. 

« * * 

Speaker to address a club by radio was Dr. 
Weir C. Ketler, president of Grove City Col- 
lege, Grove City, Pa.. who addressed the 
totary Club of New Castle, Pa., 25 miles 
away, at its luncheon on April 20, 1920. The 
talk was received by Station 8HA, which am. 
plified it to the audience. Rex Patch, of New 
Castle, Pa., attended to the radio reception 
and amplification, 

cm *. « 

Voice broadcast around the world was ac- 
complished in one-eighth of a second on June 
30, 1930, by a series of radio relays. C. D. 
Wagoner spoke into the short-wave micro- 
phone from W2XAD, Schenectady, N. Y. His 
voice was carried to Holland, to Java, to Aus- 


tralia, across the Pacific ocean to North Amer- 
ica, and back to Schenectady, N. Y. 
++ 7 7” 

Voice broadcast heard from the Arctic to 
the Antarctic regions was effected Sept. 23 
1934, by W2XAF, the short-wave station of 
the General Electric Company, Schenectady, 
N. Y. Admiral Richard Evelyn Byrd with his 


second expedition at Little America heard the 
program sent to Rockwell Kent, off the coast 
of Labrador, broadcast by the New York Cof- 
fee House, N. Y. 


- - - 
Weather report official broadcast for the 
government was made April 26, 1921, by 


WEW, St. Louis, Mo. 
7 * me 
Broadcast: for advertising or 
purposes was that of the Queensboro Realty 
Corp., Jackson Heights, New York City, 


broadcast Sept. 7, 1922, on station WEAF, the 
experimental station of A. T. & T., New York 


TRAINS 


Radio broadcast of a regular program on & 
national network from a moving train was 
made at 9 p.m., March 24, 1932, on a Baltimore 
& Ohio train. The pick-up points were at 
Beltsville, Md., and Laurel, Md., and the 
broadcast was over CBS. The transmitter was 
operated on a frequency of 1,542 kilocycles. 
employing high percentage modulation and 
operating on 50 watts power. Belle Baker 
and Jack Denny’s orchestra were on the pro- 
gram. 


commercial 


* + * 
Radio telephone message from a moving 
train was sent Fel. 7, 1918, fom a Delaware 


Lackawanna & Western train. A message 
sent from Lounsberry, N. Y., was clearly re- 
ceived at Binghamton, N. Y., a distance of 2 
miles. The transmitter was the invention of 
Dr. Lee de Forest. 
: * e 

Radio tape transmission breadcast 

made by station WQXR, New York City, from 


6:30 p.m. to 7 p.m., Aug. 26, 1938, using the 
invention of James Miller. 


was 





























Wednesday, November 15, 1939 VARIETY 33 














lOoc 
Oc 
Or 


a 
































mi> ie 
























































Gracious, Mabel—it looks just like Troy, N. Y.! 


@ Maybe we don’t belong here—but we couldn't help noticing familiar 
landmarks in adjacent pages. 


@ Speaking of AUDIENCES—we thought you might like to know that 
3,250,006 women now step up and pay admission to catch our act. The 


Journal’s current newsstand following is over a million! 


@ Speaking of SHOWS—the Ladies’ Home Journal program for women 
plays 7 days a week —across the board. An all-star cast—every subject of 
interest to women. Available every day for a solid month. When they want it. 


@ Speaking of RESPONSE—women wrote in and sent money (3c to 50c) 
for more than 750,000 pieces of Journal material last year. 45,767 child- 
care booklets! 65,000 hat patterns in 6 weeks! 





@ Getting COMMERCIAL—your advertising message ... delivered to an LADIES’ HOME 


audience like this ... in a show like this... looks like a buy. 


@ THE MAGAZINE WOMEN BELIEVE IN-THAT'S WHY 
THINGS HAPPEN WHEN THE JOURNAL COMES OUT 








thdith 



































ne VARIE TY 


RADIO _ 


Weduesday, November A, a 














WOMEN WILL FIRE QUESTIONS AT N. A.B; 


IMPORTANT CATHOLIC OKAYS THE CODE 


FCC Sidesteps Akron Labor Issue But N.A.B. Seeks 
Friendly Adjustment—Networks Arrange Forums 


on Code—Seek to Persuade Critics 


Washington, Nov. 14. 
Expected cold shoulder was 


turned on the United Rubber Work- 
ers by the FCC last week when com- 


plaint about refusal of WJW, Akron, | 


t continue labor programs was put 
on the spike. Coincide tally, the 
N. A. B. perfected plans for addi- 
tional missionary work to recruit 
support for the code. 

The rubber workers’ complaint, 
following the station's cancellation 
of conivac: for weekly ‘Voice of 
Labor’ broadcast drew a reply that 
the commission under the present 
statute cannot compel licensees to 
carry any particular program. After 
study of the situation by legal ex- 
perts, Secretary T. J. Slowie report- 
ed that there is no action which can 
be taken. 

With negotiations now in progress 
to compromise the fight, the FCC 


said that while the N.A.B. pact does | 
‘alter the duties and responsibili- | 
of licensees’ to serve public in- | 


nt 
tie; 
terest, the Communications Act spe- 
cifically states that broadcasting sta- 
tions are not common carriers. In 
view of the congressional declara- 


tion, managers are within their 
rights in declining to sell time ‘to 
any particular individual or organ- 
ization,’ Slowie asserted, 


Attempts to straighten the situa- | 


tion out were being made by the 
time the FCC dodged the issue. Un- 
der the auspices of Josepr L. Miller, 
labor relations director for the 


broadeasting group, talks were held | 
by Edythe F. Melrose, station man- 


the union bosses. Ar- 
is desired under which 
the laborites might be fitted in on a 
sustaining basis, with the station 
having the right to approve scripts 
so that it will not be put in the mid- 
dle of controversies and fights. 

The move to sell the code to the 
general public takes a new turn late 


ager, and 
rangement 


‘thi: month when a couple of hundred 


representatives of women’s organiza- 
tions, including some of radio’s most 
persistent critics, huddle with the 
cole enforcement committee. Mass 
meeting slated to be held here Nov. 
29, with the committee on hand to 


answer questions and hear com-| 
plaints. Invitations have gone to 
s‘ores of clubs and organizations, 











by RT broadcast?! 


Sti farmers got the scare of their lives re- 
cently, when they woke to find an enemy in the midst 


of their bean « rops. It was a bug they "d never seen 


b fore, 


entire years work, W ho could name the insect? 


\W\ ho would know how to combat it? One answer to 


early morning farm program 


bean beetle 


the studios). 


tributed for the further development of the Caro- 


linas’ largest single industry. 


reach the 


Just write WBT or the nearest Radio Sales office. 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. + 50,000 WATTS 


Owned aud operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System. 


Represented by Radio Sales: 


Charlotte, N. C., Los 


ot. Louis, 


And it was gnawing away the fruits of an 


beth questions popped into their minds: WBT’s 
, ng ( gr , Alarm Clock.” 

In response to the urgent appeals which came pour- 
ing in, the staff of WBT’s Farm Bureau spent nine 
hours of intensive research in WBT’s farm library 
until at last they cornered the culprit—the Mexican 
ve etle. The next morning W BT's “Alarm Clock” 
spread the alarum to every Carolina village and 
farm —and the year’s bean crop was saved! 

WBT'’s farm service renders incalculable aid to 
farmers (in some instances thousands of miles from 0, 


This service is freely and gladly con- 


Would you like to 


“Alarm Clock’s” army of loyal listeners? 


New Yor :. Chicago, 


Angeles, 















Deiroit, 


San Francisce 
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Gadget Seared Mob 


Boston, Nov. 14. 
When fire broke out in a 
building adjacent to WEEFI re- 


cently, the station’s engineers 
thought it a good chance to test 
the sensitivity of their new ‘ma- 
chine gun’ mike which is in- 
tended to pick up distant sound. 
The instrument, first ever seen 
; in Boston, was taken to the 
street, and leveled toward the 
burning building. 

Crowds scattered. And _ this 
is probably the first fire in his- 
tory where police and firemen 
did not have to struggle with 
crowds. Evidently they thought 
it a real machine gun. 








with state radio chairmen of the 
General Federation of Women’s Club 
particularly wanted on hand, 


Idea is to go into some of the con- | 


crete problems, particularly relating | 
|}to general advertising ballyhoo and 
kid entertainment. While heads of | 
many such organizations already | 
have applauded the code, N.A.B. 
| leaders feel there is much to be 
| gained by going into operating prob- 
‘lems and getting a face-to-face idea 
of women’s feelings about broadcast- 
ing as a Whole. When the delegates 
go back home they will be able to 
explain to their friends just what 
| the industry is trying to do and pos- 
sibly will hold state and’ district 
| meetings to discuss the ntire ques- 
| tion of broadcast supervision, 


In addition to this missionary 
| work, N.A.B. is inspiring more dis- 
cussion of the pact, with the co- 


operation of the lecding networks. 
Fol.owing the example of CBS which 
already has carried three gratis 
speeches on the subject, both NBC 
anc’ Mutual will set aside time for 
debate. The first NBC participation 
was a talk Friday (10) by Dr. Sam- 
uel M. Cavert, general secretary of 
the Federal Council of Churches, 
who said in a Blue Network appear- 
|} ance that the code assures both sides 
in public arguments access to the 
publie via the kilocycles. Efforts are 


being made by Mutual to stage a 


|forum, at which pros and cons of 
| voluntary self-regulation will be 
shed. 
| Educational work is still being 
carried on by Ed Kirby, the trade 
body’s press relations exec and sec- 
retary of the code committee. Fol- 
|lowing his Illinois address a week 
ago, he appeared Monday (13) at 


Springfield, Mass., talking to the New 
| England Women’s Radio Council and 


Thursday (26) spiels before the Indi- 
anapolis Advertising Club 
Monsignor’s Praise 
Endorsement of the pact which 
produced happiness at N.A.B. head- 


quarters last week was a statement 
| by Monsignor John A. Ryan, direc- 
| tor of the department of social ac- 
|tion for the National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference. His praise was es- 
| pecially gratifying since the faction 
| fighting the code has sought to stir 


|}up Catholic groups by questioning 
| the right of laymen to speak for 


the Church. As one of the most in- 
fluential members of the hierarchy’s 
political agency, Father Ryan by im- 
plication told Catholics to play ball 
the N.A.B. 

"In my opinion, general ob- 
the code adopted by the 
National Association of Broadcasters 


Nith 
the 
jectives of 


| are very useful and entirely fair,’ the 
cleric declared. ‘This is true even 
| of the provisions whick bar contro- 


versial addresses 
time. 


‘After 


on commercial 


all, radio facilities differ 
from newspaper facilities; the for- 
;mer are necessarily limited, while 
|the latter are practicaily unlimited. 
l Therefore the amount of facilities ac- 
|corded to those individuals or groups 
that have the money to pay for them 
raises the question of substantial mo- 
nopoly. 


NBC FRISCO BOOKINGS 
San Francisco, Nov. 14. 





|} NBC clinched new accounts last 
week as follows: 
Wood Briquettes, Inc. (Presto- 


logs), through Emil Reinhardt Adv.., 
Oakland, 50 announcements on KPO. 

Beaumont Labs, Inc. (4-Way Cold 
Tablets), through N. W. Kastor & 
Sons Adv., Chicago, e. t. announce- 
ments on KPO. 

Pacquin Labs, Inc. (Hand Cream), 
'through William Esty & Co., New 
York, e. t. announcements on KPO. 





‘Doing Something A About Weather 


Boston, Novy, 4. 
New showmanship angle in weather reports put over by WBz. 
WBZA's traffic manager Gordon Swan is rhyming weathercasts, Sta- 
tion breaks sometimes carry such swainisms as: 


Jack up the car and put on the chains. 
Roads will be icy as this snow storm wanes, 


The weather man says, ‘Snow changing to sleet.’ 
This New England weather can't be beat, 


Fair and colder is the forecast tonight. 
Tomorrow the skies will be clear and bright. 


Better look out for aches and pains. ; 
The weather man forecasts heavy rains. 


Leaves are slippery when they are wet, 
Motorists be careful... don’t regret. 


Better be careful tomorrow morning, 
Thick fog on the coast is the weather man’s warning. 


‘Prisoners Hear Program {EXAMINER DALBERG 
On Delayed Pancake| TQ) POWER COMMISH 


Atlanta, Nov. 14. | 
| Washington, Nov. 14. 


Since beginning of prep football 
season, WAGA, NBC Blue outlet, has | 

Melvin H. Dalberg, former princi- 
pal examiner of the FCC until the 


| been transcribing ‘America’s Town 
examining division was abolished a 
} 


| Meeting’ and putting it on after com- 

pletion of games, which blocked net- | 

work airings. | year ago, joined the Federal Power 
It seems this program was quite | Commission trial examiner s‘aff last 

popular with residents of Federal | week. 

Penitentiary here and they were | Dalberg in something over four 

| forced to miss transcription airings | years heard more radio cases than 

| because of big house ‘lights out’ rule.| any other FCC referee, total pass- 

| Boys in stripes put their problem up| ing 300. 

to station bigwigs, who now send 

platters to pen and prisoners hear | Herbert Harris, WSB, Atlanta, an- 

‘Town Meeting’ during their Friday nouncer, up and about after parting 

recreation hour. with his appendix. 
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LONDON CALLING 


AEFFFEFFFFFFEFFFFE FFF tsose 


London, Nov, 1. 
Lawrence Gilliam producing series 
of six broadcasts outlining rise of 
the Nazis. Starter Nov. 4, a radio 
reconstruction of the Reichstag fire 
trial. 


Bruce Sievier, radio writer, has 
gone into the Royal Air Force as 
pilot officer on the balloon barrage. 


BBC check-up indicates very few 
British listeners now staying up at 
night to tune in the U. S. shortwave 


| 


programs, due to adjustment of na- | 


tional life to the war. 


‘Saturday at 9:30’ comes back Oct. 
28 after being out when BBC sched- 
ules were re-vamped. BBC's theatre 
orchestra is employed, 


BBC annoyed at some of the daily | 


newspapers criticizing its programs. 
War arrangements impossible _ to 
forecast in terms of their work out. 
Tolerance is urged but critics will 
and dull is dull. 

Evelyn Laye ducked the Star Gaz- 
ing program Oct. 20, owing to the- 
atrical engagements, but will return 
to the programs in a few weeks. 
Meantime replaced by Binnie Hale. 

Sidney Lipton, from Grosvenor 
House, Arthur Salisbury from the 
Savoy, and Harry Roy from the 
Cafe Anglais, 
to get first wartime hook-ups over 
BBC web. 


De Crile, 


George Robey and Nick Lucas are 
current vaude attractions spotted by 
Ausiralian Broadcasting Commission 
on once-weekly span 

Comedy Harmonists, foreign musi- 
cal outfit, express desire to remain 
in Australia and become natural- 
ized. Currently concerting for the 
Broadcasting Commission. 
stations not hit by 


Commercial 
‘ drop Owing to the 


any advel! ng 


war, Do not anticipate any. 

Lux Radio Theatre did ‘Little 
Women’ with Iris Moore, VU. S 
player, in main role. Harry Dearth 


prod icea 





Miami Starts 


Continued from page 1! 


repeat last year's. stay. Another 
band will also be added. 
Continental will be 
spots to light up 
ow the switch about 
Sammy Walsh slated to 


Le in Alex B 


last of the 

It’s set to 
Dec. 27, with 
handle m.c 


tkin’s orch holdad- 


Cuba, Too 

Ben Marden. whose Riviera, En- 
glewood, N. J., is strictly 
spot, hi taken the operation 
3 Ca Nacional 

racetrack, Havani 
‘asino, which is known 
nte Carlo of the Ameri- 
as,’ will be a mixture of American 
and Cuban performers. Casino de- 
the winter season Dec. 
ack, which adjoins, bowing 
ame day. 


a summel 
over 
Gran Ino ana 
the Oriental 
Tale it at the ¢ 
as the ‘Mo 
A 
buts for 23, 
the racetr 


in the 


Cuba anticipates unusual bullish 

winter because of the wa 
Rio Also Expectant 

Rio de Janeiro, Nov. 14 
do the North American winte! 
resorts, now that European tourism 
hazardous, this capital expects a 
I 1 from U. S. vacationists this 
S€asol Even though it may kay 
French deluxe liners such as the 
Normandie, there will be other neu- 


tral boats coming here, it is hoped, 


and already a flock of American tal- | 


ent is being lined up. 

Business currently is slow both at 
the Urea Casino, where Maria Dur- 
bas, French, and the Nicholas Bros. 
hold forth, and at the Casino Atlan- 
tico, where Jean Sablon, French, 
and The Rimacs band, Spanish, are 
the attractions. The latter sail back 
to New York the end of this month 
With a new Brazilian repertoire. 

Two new casinos are being built in 
Sao Paulo, the commercial centre 
near here, which will feature U. S. 
talent exclusively. 


CKAC’s RCA, Transmitter 


Montreal, Nov. 14. 
New 5,000-watt transmitter pur- 
Chased by CKAC from RCA. 
Transmitter now in use was 


from Northern Electric 


are three dance bands | 











Charity Show B’dcast 


I. J. Fox Furriers will sponsor the 
‘Night of Stars’ benefit for the United 
Palestine Appeal from Madison 
Square Garden, New York, tonight | 
(Wednesday). Marathon charity | 
show will air over WHN, New York, | 
from 9.45 p.m. to 1 


I. J. Fox Underwrites | 
| 


a.m. | 
Show benefits Jewish charities. | 
WHN donates the time and Fox 


New Britain’s Strangers 


New Britain, Conn., Nov. 14. | 
WNBC is extensively new-faced. | 
Jack Sullivan, formerly drama crick | 
of Providence Star-Tribune, is write | 
ing continuity and film-chatting. Leo | 
Keegan, ex-WEAN, Providence, is} 
doubling between WNBC sales staff | 
and football prognosticating. 


turns the cash over to the charity. | 
| 
| 
| 


Announcing additions are Ken 
Ash, erstwhile WIBX and WBAK: 
Doug Kearns, out of WTHT; and 


Howard Fagan, formerly with Chi- 


cago and Southern exhalers., 
Rebecca Loitzker’s been shifted 
from N. B. to Hartford. Helen 


Wallack replacing at headquarters. 


Those Sound Effects 


Reality overlapping fiction 
continues a specialty of Orson 
Welles. The night he gave ‘The 
Hurricane’, Campbell Play- 
eastern 


Boston, Nov. 14. | 
| 
j 
| 
| 


on 


house, the coast was 


} 
lashed by sheets of driving rain, 
howling winds and heavy seas. 

WEEI, through which the play-_ | 
let was heard in New England, 
Was swamped with telephone 
calls from listeners wondering | 
whether last fall's hurricane was_ | 
being repeated. 








New CFCF Accounts 





Montreal, Nov. 14. 
St. Lawrence Starch (McConnell, | 


Eastman Agency) begins new series | 


, of ‘Sportcasts’ over CFCF this week. 


| 
| 
} 
| 


Other new commercials 
are Canadian Shredded Wheat, 
Christopher Hensen Laboratories, 
Rolls Razor, and Fruitatives 

Anacin ‘(Blackett-Sample & Hum- 
mert) extended ‘Easy Aces.’ 


on CFCF 


Orson Welles Runs His Rehearsals 


Like Schoolroom; Scores the Pupils 


Hollywood, Nov. 14. 
Innovations being nothing new to 


| Orson Welles, the bearded youth, he 


has turned his rehearsal hall into a 
schoolroom at the old KNX plant 
where he presides as 
Tacked on a side wall is a black- 
board on which are posted grades of 
his troupe. New qualifications are 


posted each week and Welles chalks 


up the merits and demerits as the 
dramatic drills for the Sunday 
broadcast progress. 


On last week’s board were the fo}- 


|lowing activities over which Welles 


watched with the vigilant eye of a 


headmaster. | 


schoolmaster: Inattention, Missed | 
Cues, Messy Scripts, Resistance in 
Anticipating Ad Lib Cues, Accept- 


ance of Engagements Merely for Pe- 


,cuniary Advancement, Being Bright- 


er Than Teacher, Continual and Un- 
called for References to One's Self 
Playing With Matches During Script 


Conference and SS 
Same. 

Associates say that Welles penal- 
izes himself as often as the others 
and last week teacher led pupils in 


ioring During 


demerits. Just what the ultimate 
penalty is for those who chalk up 
the most adverse marks has never 


been stated but it is understood that 
various methods of chastisement are 
invoked by the headman, none 
physical. 

Not to overlook the top kick of 
the Campbell soup account, Welles 
takes second billing on the chart to 
Ward Wheelock, who rates as chan- 
cellor. Reason for the score board, 
as expounded by Welles, is that it 
helps to keep the morale of the cast 
at high pitch during the all day re- 
hearsal 

What may sound 
taken seriously by 
to intimates 


like a 
Welle 


gag is 
, according 














159,299 coincidental telephone calls* in 20 major midwestern markets**, the 


largest survey ever made for one independent radio station, showed the impres- 


sive scope of the WLW listening audience. 


Next week we will publish the results of a survey in 5 additional key cities, in which 
12,092 calls were made between October 22 and October 28, 1939, in 


T 





BBE HA UTE, INDIANA 


HIGHMOND, wows 
MANSFIELD, ono 
LANGASTEB, ono 
BLOOMINGTON, inorna 


20 plus 5 reasons why more advertisers are buying more time 


and spending more money currently 


WLW 


on 


other time in our history. 


* Ross Federal Research Corporation and Alberta Burke. 


than 


at 


any 


** Anderson, Charleston, W. Va., Cincinnati, Columbus, Dayton, Fort Wayne, Huntington, Indian- 
apolis, Ironton, O. and Ashland, Ky., Kokomo, Lexington, Lima, Louisville, Marion, Ind., Marion, 

S, ’ 
O., Muncie, Newark, Portsmouth, Springfield, O., and Zanesville. 


THE NATION’S 


most ‘‘Merchandise-Able’”’ 


‘STATION 





Sf 


PR ON tee Ve AE FY ts 











38 VARIETY 








Wednesday, November 15, 1939 


—-~—@ 





- Latest Appeals Court Decisions 


° 
final decision Is promulgated, 
| held. Even though argument might | a 
or sami have induced the regulators to reach | 


Favor FCC in Cases Involving ‘Economic Injury’ — 
Important Reasoning Laid Down 


administrative body an opportunity | FEFHEFFFHEFFEFFEFFFFFFEFFFFEFEF OFF FOO F60446044464665444445. 


to grant oral argument’ before the | 
he 


a contrary conclusion, disappointed 
seek to upset a 
by 


infringed when 


litigants cannot 
Commish decision 
| their rights were 


Hotel Guests Invited In 
Cincinnati. 


; a.m. and continue through 4:15 p 


++ haba bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bb bbb bh bh ha bh anaes 


protesting | 


The limerick readings begin at 7:43 


mm, 


' they were asleep on the job and did Guests of the Hotel Gibson, in and are designed to capture the nore 
not even try to assert their rights. | which WCKY has its offices and stu-| tention of femme dialers. Michels 
Washington, Nov. 14. tually nullified hopes of the Nash-' In the WMEX controversy, the! gio: are invited to visit the station | ‘bundled’ with Al S. Foster and 


Two existing transmitters were re- 
buffed Monday (13) in litigation by 
which they sought to stifle competi- 


vile plant for a class I-B rating 
urder the new classification. 
In tossing out the appeal from the 


judges agreed there was ample proof 
that an increase in power for the 
Boston plant would not damage the 


grams. Bids are extended via 


for reception of any of its CBS pro- 
red | 
'eards placed under. glass desk tops 


Arthur Jones, WEW execs, and de. 
veloped this unique sked and all re- 
cordings in a six-hour sesh. 


tion when the District of Columbia WMEX power boost decision, the! Nashville outlet under existing cir- |; the hotel’s 1,000 rooms. died emacreie 

Court of Appeals, still holding that intermediate tribunal noted that cumstances. Whether WMEX with | They list times of newscasts and | WWSW’s Backstage Remote 
potential economic damage offers’ WLAC failed to ask to have the is-/5 kw might cut down the service| 1.4 4 polite substitute for the Gib- | Pittsbursch 
grounds for seeking review of FCC sues enlarged to cover the possible area of WLAC with 50 kw was re-| 01+ “radio receivers for rent’ Indie station WWSW takes a mike 


decisions, agreed that no fatal errors 
were committed by the regulatory 


effect in event it went to maximum 
power and did not seek a joint hear- 


garded as academic, since WLAC did 
not fight the Boston application on 


'the strength of the fact that it as- 


| notices. 


| 
| 
| 


backstage at the Nixon theatre every 
Monday night following opening of a 


: > : ; “here omparative situations ; 
body in allowing WMEX, Boston, a! ing where comparat ; . en * — Model House Tie-In ‘new show for half-hour progran 
ower boost and in i ng Dorrance could have been discussed. | pired to Class I-B status, the de-| Seattle — ; P. ‘am 
P r agi ‘cision said. Consequently, the dis- ‘ - |featuring star of each attraction. 


D. Roderick a permit for a new El 
Paso outlet. 
While the question of what com- 


Encourages FCC 
The opinions in each _ instance 
were an encouraging victory for the 


pute had to be settled on the basis 
of the status quo, since it was not 
until after the hearing began that 


Last April when the Blackstone | Walt Framer does the spieling, tell- 


| , 
'*4 Woman Wonders’ program with 


Lumber Co. began sponsoring KJR’s | ing something of the play an? doing 


short, spot interviews with the name 


prises ‘economic injury’ still is fuzzy, regulators, who have been slapped | WLAC attempted to enlarge the is- 'Ann Sterling, arrangements were | players. 
the judges took the position that down repeatedly in recent months ene by indirection, to include its | started to build a home to be called So far since season opened, Gert- 
neither WLAC, Nashville, nor KTSM, | in the courts. In contrast to what pending 50 kw application. if | the Ann Sterling home, and accord-| rude Lawrence, Helen Hayes, Philip 


El] Paso, made a valid case in oppos- 
ing the decisions fron which they 
demurred. Further litigation is pos- 
sible, while the U.S. Supreme Court 


still may render opinions which up- | 


has happened before, the judges 
agreed with FCC counsel that there 
were ample findings of fact, plus a 
sufficiency of evidence to justify the 
conclusions. 


WLAC wanted to go to bat on the 
basis of what might happen if both 
stations had additional wattage, it 


,; could have done so, Justice Groner 
remarked, but the Nashville outlet, | 


‘ing to suggestions made by the pro- 


'gram’s listeners. Now the house 1s 


| five-room house so numerously spon- 
| sor requested those living in Seattle 


~—----—_——-- 


Merivale, Whitford Kane, Maurice 
Evans, Ethel Barrymore and Edward 


open and crowds browse through the | Fyerett Horton have appeared with 


Framer, giving WWSW a local name 
line-up second to none of big sta- 


set the intermediate court’s interfy re- The opinion in the El Paso case, | with complete knowledge of the ‘9 come back later and give the tions here. When it’s a new show 
psa and open 7 “— nad — — — yg dre Pg Men _ | situation did not seek a joint hear- | hinterland people a chance to look- et enser Su at Nixon, producers and 
ional arguing in € aso and. co | ing. | see. playwrights are also called to the 
Nashville cases. years, did not confirm the legal doc- | s | —_—— mike. = 


Effect of the D. C. tribunal’s opin- 


jons this week was to substantiate | 


the sensational power jump (from | 


100-25 watts to 5 kw) for WMEX 
and the decision giving Roderick a 
second outlet in El Paso. 

Point of which both cases were 
settled in favor of applicants was 
failure of the opponents to make the 
most of their opportunities. In deci- 
sions by Chief Justice D. Lawrence 
Groner, the appeals body emphasized 
that there was insufficient evidence 
behind their contentions 
injury and electrical interference in 
the case of WLAC and competition, 
alone, in the case of KTSM) to justi- 
fy a reversal of the FCC. 


trine of FCC General Counsel Wil- | 
liam J. Dempsey that there is such | 
a thing in radio as ‘damnum absque | 
injuria’ (no legal loss, even though | 


the action worked to somebody's 


| detriment). 
; fused to upset the WMEX power 


While the court re- 


| 


| grant, its denial of the request for | 
; reversal was chiefly because KTSM 


'failed to present convincing evi- | 


| 


(economic | 


dence that the public would suffer | 
if it loses business through added | 
competition. 

Justice Groner, remarking that, 
the Commish found the prospective | 
rivalry would not cut KTSM’s rev-| 
enues to the point where service 
would deteriorate, said the court is 
compelled to dismiss the appeal in 











Cuban Radio 


Continued from page 31 


CMBG; CMOX and CMCR to share 
ten channels. 

Among the 15 stations with clear 
channels there are some now operat- 
ing at 200 watts that must, within 
six months install ekquipment for 
5,000 watts, or else share time. No 
more licenses for new stations will 
be issued. 

There is one exception, 
CMK, 200 watter that is the key sta- 
tion to the Radio Havana-Cuba net- 
work. This is the only network on 
the island linked by telephone 











Station | 


Local Celebs Quizzed on Stage 
Syracuse. 
A click twist on newscasts is used 
by Enoch Squires for WFBL. His 
‘Newsmakers’ is presented under lo- 
cal sponsorship from stage of Loew’s 
State theatre at 12:45 p. m. Sundays. 
Each week Squires selects local 
persons who have made the home- 
town headlines during the week and 
interviews them on stage. Guesis 
' receive a gift from the sponsor. 


‘Town Meeting’ on Delayed Disc 
Atlanta. 





| Finding ‘America’s Town Meeting 
lof the Air,” NBC Blue, blocked by 

prep grid games by 
| Adams-Cates (realty and insurance) 


sponsored 





Framer, of course, makes no at- 
tempt to review the shows since he 
couldn’t knock any in view of the 
stars’ gratis appearances on the air. 

Women’s Clubs’ Series 
Boston 
Massachusetts State Federation of 


| Women’s Clubs opens a series of 


weekly programs from WEEI Nov. 
7. under the title ‘Citizen, Know 
Your State.’ 

Governor Leverett Saltonstall gives 
first talk. 

KMOX’s Education Board 
St. Louis 

the newly-formed 


Supervised by 





Short-comings of attorneys Was the absence of evidence to the con- wires and has stations in Pinar del Co. WAGA has been transcribing |; KMOX Education Board, a weekly 
spotlighted in the long WLAC-/ trary, Record shows the Commis-| Rio, Havana, Matanzas, Santa Clara,!} our show in its entirety and pre- | Series of 30 min. broadcasts was in- 
WMEX decision, which rounded out sion’s conclusion was logical and | C@magucy, Ciego de Avila, Santiago nvr ge fter final ‘whistle blows | augurated Sunday (29) over this 
the bitter argument in which the! substantiated, he explained, de Cuba and Holquin fee gm! ct siaseicles contest ~ | local CBS outlet. The series ‘has 
court already has rendered one opin- Oral Argument In a_ previous decree, Govea wee Ernoedn fe diarat Farle Pudney | been tagged ‘In the Dean's Study’ 
ion, disappointing John Shepard, 3rd, Another point of considerable im-| OTdered the reduction of power of tl <i ates led off a ~y of squawks , and the subject for the first broad- 
and WAAB. Laying out a chart for portance to every applicant, in, ll stations in the city proper to 200 | spay op a Meeting’ ane , | cast was ‘This Confused Age.’ 
barristers, the judges declared it is'| many respects jacking up the bar-| Watts, even though some had lie- | *TO™ sit wg a aii Those participating in the informal 
necessary to register objections at| risters, was the court’s observations |enmses for 5 kw. Result of this | Limerick Bait-all powwow were Miss Jessie Chamber- 
the outset. Second-guessing will not regarding the right to oral argu- | Measure was a scrambling to obtain , St. Louis. | lain of the St. Louis Art Museum; 
impress the court. Since WLAC did| ment: It is not legally possible to | locations outside the city in order | T M. Sayman Disiicanhe Co ‘a | Lyman Byrson of the CBS Adult Ed- 
not stress in the early rounds the | appeal on the ground that the FCC|t© continue at 5 kw power. Some | gg-year-old firm here that erosses | ucation Board, New York; E. Lansing 
possible harm that may result from! did not hear argument when no/ 0f the stations because of their politi- sh 4 tie $750.000 sanustty has! Ray, Jr.; an exec. of the St. Louis 
the Boston station’s jump if it is per-| argument was requested, Justice | cal pull did not heed the order and | hee re in air regularly for the | Globe-Democrat, an a.m. rag, and 
mitted to go o 50 kw, this objection ! Groner declared. Argument is not | Were clamped down until the Com- | fir t time a its i iednwr’ and C. P.| Dean Frank M. Debatin of Washing- 
cannot be raised at the last minute, | automatic, and it is necessary for Mission inspectors certified that the Michels uD pg Rineae Adver- | ton University. 
the opinion said. By rejecting | the contestants, by objecting to pro- , power had been reduced. prseone Co ‘ban ar! inged a new type i 
WLAC’s after-thought, the court vir- | posed findings of fact, to ‘give the! Spielers’ Examination rf program over WEW that will run WNOE High School Jive 

| On Nov. 8 all radio announcers | indefinitely. Firm's only previous New Orleans. 
| must be examined as to their gram- “ther advertising was a six weeks’ WNOE has inaugurated a 30-min- 
| mar, voice quality, diction, etc., etc. | trial several vears ago with an out-| ute period of ‘Jitterbug and Jive’ 
t |}and more than 1,000 applications | pf-town station music selected especially for the 
s\" have been filed with the examing Five times daily, seven days a/| high school students. All schools are 
board comprised by University pro-| week, a schedule of one-minute; supplied with radios for entertain- 
fessors and outstanding writers. The | ceommercials deals with prize win-! ment during the luncheon hour, and 
| applicants must be Cuban citizens, | ny ng limericks sent to the station on| the program was inaugurated after 
| more than 16 years old and have no soap wrappers The Sayman Co.!acommiitee of students made the re- 
| criminal record. The large number | doles out $1 for each limerick used.| quest to station officials 
of applications is explained because | Names of winners are announced Students themselves will be .given 
| of the number of professionals, | and Michels expects word-of-mouth} hand in selecting tunes, and all will 
| medicos, lawyers, veterinarians, en- | plugging by winners will boost sales.! be strictly ‘jitterbug’ stuff 
gineers, etc. that have requested eer “ 
same and because all the ‘old time 





By tradition the people all through 
WTIC’s New England have a repu- 
tation for being pretty practical, 
down-to-earth folks. The sort 
who can take their French lessons 
—or leave them. 





IN SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND WTIC RATES 


FIRST 


readers’ of the tobacco factories filed 
applications also. 
Another of the measures of Govea 


was the closing of the so called point- 


to-point shortwave stations, eight of 
them and now only the commercial 
shortwavers are on the air, COCD, 
COCO, COCH, COBZ, COCW, 
} COBC, COCM, COCX and COCQ 
and the commercial license issued 
|} to CMCY that will have its 
mitter e alr within six m 
One of the decrees of Govea tends 
to stop the piracy of news and the 
broadcasting of commentaries o1 ru- 


trans- 
mnths 


tt nr 
t I ) 


+} 
i } 


mors about the European war 
decree states that licensed radio sta- 
tions can not broadcast news whose 
origin they can not justify. Govea 


| 


has called a meeting of the represen- 


| tatives and correspondent of all 


|; news agencies for next week to en- 


| force that law. 


Meanwhile Govea has assigned an | 
|| Inspector to investigate the musicians | 


The 





9 


| 





| as Niagara Falls is 
Buffalo's best attraction, so 


r 
> 
> 































Yet, within one week after the @IN LISTENER POPULARITY BY 2 109 reais as tae . ord Station WEBR 13 Buffalo $ 
~ Girst announcement we received IN THE HARTFORD AREA Becerra Bo sage was out of | : 
Stations, 17 have no hestrz 
requests for 10,060 LESSON Om NUMBER OF NETWORK ADVERTISERS [| at all: and only four fener aneaaes | Best Bet for Advertisers 
bi . we . fe ui ‘ = . 
ti SHEETS—offered in conjunction on ee Se Se spor | | ians or actors in at least 80% of their who want maximum cover- 
} with a new series of French Pro- || Programs. The report also states | 
; i nunciation Lessons over WTIC. that stations CMCO and CMCQ em. | age at minimum costl 
H ploy non-union musicians that get 
Such a handsome response to an ' | paid from 10 to 40 cents per program. | Results That Count! 
EDUCATIONAL FEATURE iGeves intends to put in docee hic 
i SHOWS that our 50,000 Watts eyes requiring that at least 75% 
reaches a big audience of consist- 0,000 WATTS HARTFORD. CONN, | of the broadcasting be made with ) ( ( (I p f | U 
ent listeners. The experience of nee Be sath cad mens Root x tee live musicians. , : 
' scores of advertisers shows that it ee oneiers Oss o Carperatios . yf Rea first time in radio history 0 
; é i Member MBC Red Network ond Yankee Network in Cuba, the radio broadcasters are EW YORK @ CHICAGO ® DETROIT @ SAN FRANCISC 
3 pays te reach this audience of Aupraxentatty up in the air, having thus far lost . = 
i ours—because it’s FRIENDLY as New York all the battles against Cuba’s new | s . ‘i ; pe 
well as big. radio strong man. am Radio Station Representatives 
i 
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“...HE SAYS HE DOESN'T CARE 


























IF IT'S THE 2382 OR THE 307H 





~YOU RED NETWORK CLIENTS 
ARE ALWAYS CELEBRATING!” 
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ravy, too, for 


Red Network users! 


Our clients’ booth is full of ‘Contented 


Customers”—and they, as well as we, have 


something to be thankful for this Thanksgiving. Because their program ratings 


on NBC Red mean a greater nation-wide audience. 


“Contented” indeed, are the clients of the NBC Red! 
Because their own sales figures demonstrate the 
truth of the amazing story revealed by a complete 
and unbiased circulation survey. 

This survey did more than penetrate cities where 


large stations are situated... It also microscoped 


every city of 25,000 and more—PLUS one out of 


every five rural counties in the country! 
“The Other Half” is Good News for You 


The real news of so complete a study is the dis- 
covery of what happens in The Other Half” of the 
national radio audienee—the 51% of the country s 
radio owners never before surveyed —the families 
who have to “reach” for network programs! It is 
news that throws new light on the business of buy- 
ing radio time. News—based on facts —that no 


forward-looking advertiser can afford to overlook. 


Advertising men who have seen the results of this 
survey will tell you it’s the first down-to-earth pres- 
entation of why and how radio works the way it 
does. It proves why a C. A. B. rating on the Red 
means a greater nation-wide audience for a program 
than the same rating on another network! 

It’s a fascinating story that shows how millivolts 
and listening habits are converted into profitable 
sales via the Red Network. You'll see why 79 
national advertisers last year invested more than 
$31.000.000 on this network more money than 
Was spent in any other single advertising medium 
in the world. 

You'll understand why, with the majority of lead- 
lng programs ever since network broadcasting be- 
gan, the Red Network delivers a circulation bonus 
to all its advertisers. No wonder our clients’ booth 


is alwavs full of “Contented Customers”! 








MONEY TALKS TURKEY! 


1. In 1938, as in every vear since net- 
work advertising began, more advertis- 


ers used the Red than any other network. 


2. Of the 50 leading network advertis- 
ers, more of them have used —and more 
of them have invested more money in~— 


the Red Network than any other. 


3.1f you count the 50 leading adver- 
lisers in magazines, newspapers and radio 
combined... or the 100 leaders... or the 
150 leaders—vou will find that all three 
groups invested the major portion of 
their 1938 radio appropriations in the 


N BC Red Network. 


4. And, in the first ten months of 1939, 
advertisers invested $900,000 more in 
Red Network advertising than in any 


other medium. 











NBC Red NETWORK 


th 


e network most people listen to most 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY + A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE 
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Follow-Up Comment 





Screen Guild Theatre's 
the east for three weeks, 
this Sunday (19), may 


recent career. Despite its 


quently ranked low in air entertain- 


shift to, further. 
starting 
serve to| 
shake this Gulf Refining stanza out| 
of the lethargy that has marked ‘ts | 
weekly 
load of film names, the series has fre- 


Irene Ryan copped herself 
some giggles doing a hoke Cleo to 
Murray’s Mare. All in all, it stacked 
up well. 


and a Kenny (Baker) on the pro- 
gram to confuse listeners repeatedly. 
Why not be typically radio—offer a 


Still bad having a Ken (Murray) | 





is one Polly, alias Pearl, who keeps | 
with | were puerile, but they added up to, 


j}score and announces same 
i plenty of force. She’s Mrs. East and 
' this is her first radio chore after all 
| these years. “af 
The program had a bad stage-wait 
| between the first 15 minutes and the | 
second last Friday (10). This was 
| probably due to some stations Join-| 
ling or leaving the network at that} 








' 
fairly easy and East’s style breezy 
and likeable, although he will con- 
tinue to start three-quarters of his 
| sentences with the word ‘now.’ 

Anextra added member of the cast 


went on a picnic out in the country 
!and wound up with a clue which led 


to the nailing of a mob of extortion- | 


ists. The plot devices, particularly 


that revolving around the accidental | 


tipoff from a candid camera shot, 


a sane and safe bedtime story for 
the kiddies. 


Gene Krupa’s band from the Sher- 
man Hotel, Chicago, is a surprising 
sustaining package to listeners who 
haven't heard the outfit 
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for some | 


—= 
‘IN THE CANTEEN TONIGHT’ 
30 Mins, 
Saturdays, 6:50 p.m, 
BBC, London 

Before the war, the British Broad. 
casting Corp. had a regular Satur. 
day night show called ‘In Town To- 
night,’ function of which was to pa- 
| rade before the mike interesting per- 
sonalities currently in and around 
| London. ‘In the Canteen Tonight’ is 
the wartime substitute, but fails to 
capture the spirit because its names 
are either anonymous or meaning- 
less. To give a wartime flavor, char- 


ment. The cause has been a com-! grand prize of five gallons of gas for . h se : 

: ; : > s changed. It has been welded ‘ 

bination of badly selected scripts | a new name for one of the guys? time. Even so, it could have neon = _ a oe hens of yo te | acters interviewed were soldiers 
i i : ‘ y > Ww 3 inesse stead of | ~ a ; “s , ing resi . a 

and defective production. Not me,’ says Ken. done with some finesse inst and enthusiasm to its selections and | from varying regiments or members 


A good case in point was last Sun- 
day's (12) installment which offered 
Charles Laughton, Elsa Lanchester, 
Jean Hersholt and Reginald Owen 
in excerpts from ‘The Beachcomber.’ 
The general affect of the perform- 
ance could not have been much 
more turgid. The average listener, 
who didn’t know the story or who 
hadn't seen the picture, may have 
got the impression that Laughton 
was playing the part of a bum and 
that Miss Lanchester was trying to 
reform him, but otherwise the pro- 


‘Not me,’ says Kenny, even louder. 
| Frances Langford continues to 
lsing with that warm quality and 
| Dave Broekman’s musical support is 
authoritative. 





‘Another Language,’ as rendered 
for the second half (from New York) 
of the Texaco hour, had Lillian Gish 
and John Beal as ‘stars’ and Minna 
Dupree as ‘featured player’ heading 
a cast of seven or eight in all. Be- 
cause the play itself is so simple and 
universal, dealing as it does with 


| given that kind of ‘sustaining’ touch. 
' The dignity attached to being the | 
|star of a Broadway legit seems to) 
|eount for much with Milton Berle's | 
sponsors (Quaker Oats) because ‘See | 
My Lawyer’ gets quite a trailer every 
Saturday night. Undoubtedly this has 
interpreted itself in aiding the legit’'s 
b.o. Anyway, the Gag-Busters pro- 
gram is also building a_ strong 
C.A.B. for itself, with co-gagsters 
| Harry Hershfield and Jay C. Flippen, 
'plus a shifting guester, making a 





puts a hop on deliveries that hereto- 
fore was more conspicuous by ab- 
sence. 

Good deal of the new impression 


\is due to the excellent ivory pound- 


ing of a new pianist whose work, 
even in the fastest numbers is clear 
and sharp. Too, there’s a trumpet 
that stands out often, and a clarinet 
man steps in for selid licks. 

On the other hand, there were 
still points for criticism. Balance 
seemed unideal, Krupa’s drums 
were obviously too close to the 


of other national services, like the 
women’s corps, air-raid precautions 
and others with which Britishers are 
getting rapidly familiar. 

Experienge of these people. and 
reference to the traditions of the 
various regiments, as brought out in 
the mike talks have points of inter- 
est, but some of the individuals had 
been under-rehearsed and their de- 
livery was stilted and _ irritating 
Where, however, the program fell 
down was in an effort to inject hu- 
mor by introducing three created 


ceedings must have caused the| family pressure against individual- | $00d quartet of funnymen. Joe : : | characters—Sercveant Atki 
soon ‘ ve E : - . 7 ‘ ; ¢ = kes, his thumps at times over- : \tkins, Can- 
- average listener to wonder what it| ism, it continues to stand up. Radio | Laurie, Jr., did the honors this past a na ever a eine. Ais teen Kate and Private Smithy—who 


|sonal appearance. He opened up 
1 ae vocally in ‘South of the Border.’ 
Sid Silvers was largely wasted. | : - a , , ; 
Crossfire between him and _ Jessel | WOW did it again! The 1939 Omaha 


was all about. The characterizations 
were for the most part obscure, the 
comedy fell flat and the picturing of 
the locale came close to the zero 
mark. 





Jack Benny’s dream, while under 
gas in a dentist’s chair was an inter- 
lude of fancy-tickling, imaginative 
nonsense Sunday night (12). In his 
opiate-inflamed stream-of-conscious- 
ness, the dentist crystallized as Dr. 
Fred Allen urging Benny to use 
Ipana toothpaste and then progress- 
ively going to ever-larger instru- 
ments. Another delightful Freud- 
ian touch had Benny hearing Don 
Wilson repeatedly announcing ‘This 
is the Jelle program starring Phil 
Harris.’ 


Theda Bara spoke up clearly and 
well in her assignment on the Ken 





Murray half of the Texaco hour last | 


watered down the blast against the 
gray-haired mother who so cloyingly 
|tyrannizes her brood ith a catti- 
| mess (to use the milder of two avail- 
able descriptives) that age has not 
idimmed. After all, radio is the great 
| family entertainment and not really 
| going to grapple with some of the 
phoneys in the sacred ranks of the 
matriarchs just to maintain dramatic 
integrity. Thus the play ends dis- 
| appointingly on an inconclusive note. 
Performances and direction and— 
with the exception underscored—the 


| writing were all first-rate radio. 








| ‘Name It and Take It’ (Ed East's 
| quiz-with-a-twist) has reappeared on 
NBC blue (Fridays, 5 p.m.) as a half- 
| hour for adults. It served for a time 
ito peddle Cel-ray, a beverage, and 
| was then directed at kids. The lat- 
ter on occasion proved to be brats 


























weekend and, along with Hershfield 
land Flippen, managed quite handily 
|in being point-killers for the Joe- 
millers. 

The William Morris agency has a 
good showcase for its roster -of bands 
on this Saturday night spot, usually 
doubling them from current in-town 
engagements, such as Teddy Powell, 
twice in a row, when he was at the 
Broadway Paramount; Del Courtney, 
doubling from Loew’s State, N. Y., 
some weeks ago, and now Bob Zurke, 
also at the Par, doing that stint. How- 
ever, save for Zurke’s sock arrange- | 
ment of ‘Honky-Tonk Blues,’ the | 
band just broke it up between an- | 
nouncements and gag sessions. 








Mildred Bailey swung ‘Darn That 
Dream’ out of ‘Swingin’ the Dream’ | 
in great style, on the Benny | 
|Goodman-Camel half-hour Saturday | 











pickup was light on saxes. 





Rudy Vallee’s immersion in coffee 
Sunday night (12) was the signal for 


other change on the Chase & San-)| 


born 
reasons, 
clicked at all points and in all de- 


program, which, for various 


partments as it seldom has in the | 


last couple of semesters. Whether 
it was the Vallee delivery or a pur- 
poseful switch of C&S writers, he 
sounded his old self of the Thurs- 
day night yeastcake frolics and 
made the coffee show sound that 
way. Program revealed a_ better 
balance throughout and less utter 
reliance on Bergen, who, as always, 
remains one of radio’s few creative 
comedians. 

The show almost staggers with its 
load of talent. For laughs there was, 


Vallee high among them, | 


put across labored attempts at wit 
designed to lighten the program but 
having the reverse effect. Artists 
takins the roles were mercifully left 
nameless, A few old army songs 
= failed to bring the program to 
ife. 

Chances are the vrogram won't 
| last—and won't be missed. 





| ——_——_—___-_ —___ 


| SUNBONNET SOCIAL 

15 Mins.—Loecal 

| WATER FREUND BREAD CO. 
| Dailv, 9:36 a.m. 

KWK, St. Louis 


New musicab program has a couple 
of song stylists and a new idea but 
is over-burdened with commercials 
and program caught carried exactly 
544 words, divided into three periods, 
plugging sponsor's products. Idea 
behind selling campaign is for the 
studio to call housewives either from 




















Wednesday (8). The one-time | and quite troublesome in the studio. | night, Goodman s maven: | a in addition to the two Bergen char- a number selected at random fr 
empress of cinematic pash took a/ At least one of the adults last week hot version of Shakespeare's Mid-| acterizations (see separate review | the phone book or picked ~ om wh 
facetious tack on her career and on| seemed intent upon throwing the | summer Night's Dream 4s due to on ‘Mortimer Snerd’), the bright and Ietters Th - noe ked — ; 
Murray, which summed up as the! ringmaster when, on a_ tongue- his forthcoming participation with) new comedienne Barbara Jo Allen sane they woul 1 Ic ge Boe 1 ‘waat 
smart way to handle such a guest | twister, he said something about her | Maxine Sullivan and Louis | .Arm-/ with her ‘Vera Vague’ (also separ-| Giows an accomplis! od pl Age 
date. Her confession of having kept | being nervous. ‘Who's nervous?’ strong, in the Erik Charell legit pro- | ately noted). The singing division une in ho es = —* af 
most of her money gave Murray one | snapped back thé housewife crisply; | duction at the Center, N. Y., due to} was three-way between Vallee, a sheet Sane GE usch, 
of various openings to try to obtain | ‘you're the one that’s nervous.’ And | OPen shortly. This was the first) Dorothy Lamour and a_until-now aon te hao 4 1: ‘aed as ag h page Partagas | 
a co-maker on a bank loan for him. | she was hard to get off the track. | coast-to-coast nitro of the Eddie} obscure baritone, Lansing Hatfield, ann po ag ema henberne wie = 
This was the recurring theme and The program consists, as before. of |deLange-Jimmy Van Huesen | song.| who has the makings. a oo ore ope peed oo customer end 
payoff of much of the nonsense. And, | rhymmed hints of the contents of a Others are ‘Peace, Brother’, ‘There's An incredible ending did not pre- , = a pect if ‘ rere are any turn- 
incidentally, no plug for loan sharks. | box. A musical quartet, The Norse- | Gotta Be a Weddin’ and ‘Swingin’ a vent Jean Arthur and Allen Mar- | °°“ cht ~, Sasson doesn't want its 
*A fall guy with a fountain pen’ was | men, adds a final musical hint. Then | Dream. — es shall from weaving an_ interest- a eof it clogged. Sponsor sends 
one description of a co-maker. the contestant has a chance to guess|, .Goodman’s jive, with emphasis on holding spell of light romance Agger Rye ag Fling n Sunbonnet bread 
Script as a whole was very breezy | and. if correct, gets the package plus his own clarinet, Toots Mondello’s| around the slender reeds of a plot MP of Se trucks to those con- 
and easy. Murray is getting more|a silver cartwheel. The prizes are reed work in the latter’s own orig- bearing the pointless title ‘The tac ed Dy phone. = 
into character and away from gags.| smallish, hankies, powder puffs, inal composition, Lionel Hampton, | Artist. . Because of commercial dosage, the 
That'll wear better, advance him! corkscrews. etc. The jingles are | Fletcher Henderson, Ziggy Elman’'s a singing of only six songs was _pos- 
hot trumpeting, ‘Mr. Bach Goes to} ; sible during the period. Miss Lane 
2 ———— Town’ (Alec Templeton’s arrange- Lucky Strike Hit Parade’s new and Busch both handle their pipes 
- ment of Bachiana), and all the rest | edition differs little from previous well. Team also seems to be up In 
° | made for a sizzling 30 minutes. editions of this perennial click, cur- | most pops as there was no hesitation 
a rently on CBS Saturday  nights.| for any number requested. 
_— ne ain | Guy Lombardo .half hour of Barry Wood has replaced Lanny Kalusche, gabber, spiels the long 
—<—_ O smooth rhythms for Lady Esther Ross, while a Lynn Murray chorus! commercials, but with soul. Sahu. 
Pon r rolls along week after week with| of eight mixed Voices a eR ee “v 
oil r) ? a t deft curtseys to current pops, stand- | over the spot previously filled by the 
a Cc s e Bes Peo and novelties. Makes ’em all| Merry Macs. In Wood the program 
b ctrl Ss | listenable. In the 10-10:30 p.m. slot has a baritone who is without man- AVAILABLE for SPONSORSHIP | 
‘ l Aga lon the NBC Red Fridays, the band er or cade teraad style but | 
° comes on just before the nightly jam; Withal 1s a pleasant personality that 
\ cord ts As First ‘ | up of the air with swing crews of follows the music as written and RAYMOND TOMPKINS 
e —_ Interes : |all types. And thereby a neat con- mr Oe plain and pleasurably. Some Top Flight Commentator 
R jeultur ot aque Stgtmanina focatally_ City {tut hs fells Set ome - | 
r ° ‘Yommercials forcefull vith ¢ : ines a sor it in- } 
« : praises ; t In pelina” th a, git tg = yer Saat = —. pg or ge —" to en- 7:30 P. M.— Mon., Wed. & Fri. 
1 $ ithe ability o e produc 0, . > macy o e occasion. . e. 
Land Ba | glamorize milady’s complexion. | Bea Wain, the other vocalist on the “ popular —— with an enthust 
| aes show, sums up as an ingenue edi- astic following. Talent cost: $100 
| George Jessel’s session for Vitalis} tion of Mildred Bailey. Knack of (net) weekly. 


tat pert out to the radio audience Food Exposition attracted the largest at- 
HAT there are great sales opportunities for your |who Silvers was. John Held Jr’'s ' 
product in the rural areas of the WHAS matket is [BS SOROS Of 8 comparionn be- 


pretty definitely proven 





by the fact that farm loan 


repayments in the Louisville district of the Federal 


| (NBC Red Friday 9:30) 
Powell, Sid Silvers, and cartoonist 

| John Held Jr., and a female expert 

lon courtesy last week (10). 

|name and entertainer Powell’s con- 

| tribution was the topper. 


ling with Jessel supplied a few 


| laughs, part of it from his repeated- | 


ly reminding Jessel that Joan Blon- 
dell (Mrs. Powell) had not yet been 
| paid off for her guest stop on the 
|same program week previous. Me- 


| thod of introducing Powell was also | 


| neatly contrived. Had voices of per- 
|}sons from various stratas of society 


|} commenting on their reasons for go- | 
|ing to view Powell at a theatre per- 


was lustreless. Also it wasn’t clearly 


tween femmes of yesterday and to- 
day, and a courtesy expert demon- 
strated her method of teaching po- 


| liteness. 


had Dick | 


Both as | 





salesmanship shows up in every type 
| of number she essays. ; 

|. The chorus fits into the proceed- 
Ings neatly and ever-progressive 
| Mark Warnow as usual provides 


His fenc- | Some of the liveliest and freshly in-! 


terpreted dance music on the air. 


WFEBR 


BALTIMORE, MD. 




















Dian keds Discelors: 


| tendance in 34 years of food shows in 


this city, thereby proving the institution 


Latter evolved into a bur- | 


1 —— b age —— all oo of the Nation, lesque of various telephonic weather. | of food shows can be revived by—and 
ut a e foreclosure an elinquency record of this time telling and other services and | . 
' Seale “ : round Jessel’s inevitable ‘tele- | successfully pr t b ‘ 
age ve yg na in “a ~— the ~ that phone’ vaude bit Merry Macs were pe Penner ty Hee 
uisville Dank owns are r] an clicko in their department. si . - : 
d t an y Commercials pointed out that a} Hu OW did it—by Showmanship. 


other district bank in the country. 
a 2 AND DON'T FORGET . .. WHAS also delivers 
one of the most important INDUSTRIAL MARKETS 
in the Nation ... Buy Power PLUS RECEPTIBILITY: 


— WHASZ" 
at 
i: | 820 on the Dial 


EDWARD PETRY G CO., National Representatives 


well groomed man without shine to 
his hair (Vitalis) just hasn’t got | 


what it takes. Yours very truly, 


fi a “7 
| 
—"* 


M 





| “One of the Finest,’ Silver Cup | 
Bread’s Thursday evening contribu- 
tion on a split blue network, still, 
makes clean, if none too exciting, | 
cops and robber pabulum. The! 
rapid progress made by the hero of 
this piece must prove amazing to| 
j even the kid listeners. He may have 
; been but a rooky of the police force | 
| yesterday, but today he’s almost a 











WOW 





| buddy of an inspector in the de- OMAH RAD | 
| e- | 10 STATION WOW 
Owned and Operated By |partment and intensely engaged in| io ee 
P J tracking down some of the tough- | a 








THE LOUISVILLE TIMES 


can imagine 
(9) episode the hero | ———— eee 


est gangs you 
In last week’s 

















3 The Conrier-Zonrial . 
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‘MORTIMER SNERD’ 
with Edgar Bergen ; 
CHASE . SANBORN 

fe .m. 
Se AELNBC, New York 

(J. Waiter Thompson) 

Mortimer Snerd is Edgar Bergen’s 

new dummy, a completely different 
characterization than Charley Mc- 


Carthy, the pickled pine urchin who, 


at the moment, is out of favor with 


his master for reasons of ingratitude | 


and hooking up with another ven- 
triloquist. McCarthy was repre- 
sented early in the show as splinter- 
jng out his heart in remorse with 
Bergen a bit uppity. It was Snerd 
later who met the girls. 

As a further sample’ of Bergen’s 
showmanship, the new characteriza- 
tion confirms his progressiveness. 
Success hasn't made that Norseman 
lazy. It seems probable the whole 
McCarthy vs. Snerd thing may stir 
a lot of talk in the grocery stores. 
Snerd is a good-natured boob, not 
the sassy chappie Charley is. Land. 





‘MASSACHUSETTS ON THE 

MARCH’ 

With Rakov Orch, Bob White, Keyes 

Perrin 
Interview, Drama, Music 
30 Mins.—KRegional 
MUTUAL SAVINGS BANK OF 

MASS. 

Thursday, 7:30 p.m. . 
WBZ-WBZA, Bosten 
(B.B.D.&0O.) 

‘Massachusetts On the March,’ one 
of Boston’s most elaborate dramatic 
broadcasts, returned to the air last 
Thursday beginning iis new fall 
series. Backed by 192 Mutual Sav- 
ings Banks of Massachusetts, this 
show is solid dramatic stuff even 
though decidedly conservative, as 
are the Back Bay financiers. 

First show dramatized incidents 
from the life of Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, late Supreme Court Justice, 
after a series of humorous anecdotes 
concerning early state law and en- 
forcement. Billed as an attempt to 
dramatize the history of the state 
bar, 
since the material was too thin to 
give any more than a bemused pic- 
ture of the oddities of some early 
laws. 


However the six or eight incidents | 


concerning Holmes were cogent 
enough to give a fairly clear though 
necessarily brief outline of the man’s 
character. Dramatic cast of about 10 
did the whole business with some 
doubling. 

Interviews with famous persons 
are conducied by Leonard Ware, 
Boston Herald editorial writer. This 
closes the show. Subject for first 


was Prof, W. Barton Leach of Har- | 
vard Law School], a former secretary | 


to Holmes. Leach handled his pre- 
pared interview well, giving intimate 
touches about the late Justice. 

A rather undistinguished musical 
background is provided by Rakov, 


studio musical director, with a spe- | 


cial 18-piece orchestra. The plugs 
for the banks made by Keyes Per- 
rin, announcer, are discreet and 
open and close program. 
skips in timing were noticeable, but 
will undoubtedly be ironed out in 
future productions. Bob White, nar- 
rator, provides skillful settings for 
€ach scene, neatly giving the show 
its continuity. John. 


LANSING HATFIELD 
Baritone 
CHASE & SANBORN 
Sunday, 8 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

Doing his first appearance for the 
Sunday night coffee show, this bari- 
tone revealed, in three numbers, a 
scope that is unusual and an ability 
that is pronounced. First in ‘The 
Riff Song,’ then in a musical canape 
with tra-la-la lyrics, and finally in 
‘The Pilgrim’s Song,’ Hatfield ar- 
rived in big time radio. 

A well-trained artist, he projects 
a sense of knowing. Should be 
popular. Land. 


| and 





this was really rather weak | 


A few! 


| BRUSH CREEK FOLLIES 


| With Hiram Higsby, Ezra Hawkins 
Aunt Fay, Bud and Spud, 

Sante Fe Slim, Bonnie King, Mid- 
land Minstrels, Prairie Pioneers, 
Kit and Kay, Homer Martin’s Har- 

| monica Band, Eddie Edwards 

60 Mins. 

| Sustaining 

Saturdays, 10 p.m. 

| KMSBC, Kansas City 
Top corn ensemble of the area is 

let loose by KMBC every Saturday 

night with a two-hour visual version 


jat the Ivanhoe Temple (25-40c) from 


| 8 till 10. At the latter time an hour’s | 


program transcribed from the staged 
| presentation is aired. 
| Edition this season includes 


sev~- 


|eral standbys of the previous two} 
At one) 


| seasons plus replacements. 


|time or another during the season | 


|all of the station’s generous roster of 
rural talent will give out. Names 


credited above are the standard pil-) 


lars. 
Show itself is fast. yippee and 
frankly blow-jug. Hiram Higsby 


earries the label of m.c., with Don 
O’Brien as the straight announcer. 
Regular personages of the company 
answer to such noncommittal bill- 


| ing as Bud and Spud, Santa Fe Slim, | 


| Prairie Pioneers, Kit and Kay. To 


| them add Homer Martin’s troupe of | 


barn dancers and harmonica band. 
Bonnie King, staff torch singer, 
gives the show a pace-change. So- 
|ealled Midland Minstrels, instru- 
| mental 
llong hair stomping-yodeling, and 
| Ezra Hawkins and Aunt Fay, new- 
| comers, are so rural as to be out of 
; reach of the R. F. D. 
{| Under direction of Felix Adams 
and Jimmie McConnell, the Follies 
|!maintains its previously established 
pace. Emcee Higsby adds his own 
clowning, with Eddie Edwards as a 
barnyard blackface foil. 
band is an innovation this year. 
Count the button shoes. Quin. 


‘VERA VAGUE’ 
(Barbara Jo Allen) 
Comedienne 
| CHASE & SANBORN 
Sunday, 8 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

This performance takes shape as 

one of the few wham possibilities 


fivesome, are equipped for | 


Harmonica | 


| 


| LEE GRANT’S ORCHESTRA 


| With Rose Marie, Cha 
| 15 Mins.—Local 
|ITALIAN COOK OIL 
M-W-F, 12:45 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 


rles Carlile 


(AGASH) 


(H. C. Morris) 
Standard WMCA house talent, in- 


' cluding the batonship of Lee Grant, | 


| staff conductor, 
talent interlude 


const 
in ea 


itutes a live 
rly afternoon 


during a time of day when the sta- 


tized blurbings. It’s a 


ter hour of 


regulation 


tion is heavy on waxings and drama- 


n okay quar- 
run-of-mill 


orchestra-and-song stuff. 


Agash company sell 


the kitchen utensils 
| That doesn’t 


vincing economy appe 
and ‘E’ homes. 


Emilio Caceres and 
tra (8) 
15 Mins.—Regional 


Sunday, 9:15 a.m. 


This 
| mercial 


Phil Alexander. 


better. 
with Hydro Gas. 





|Hy-G Ranch. 
| WOAI backs 
| of the range. 


Staff 


up 


Show is fast moving, 


sound too 
when described, but may be a con- 


s its 


re-used. 
appetizing 


and 


al to the ‘D’ 
Land. 


‘SUNDAY AT HY-G RANCH’ 


With Phil Alexander, Sterling Wat- | o)< w} celia stasl 
oon, Pat Paaheety, Alben Ghacenen, ers when he started with WMEX, 


His 


HYDRO GAS SYSTEMS 


WOAI-TQN, San Antonio 
(Wyatt, Aniol & Auld) 
San Antonio regional com- | 
show can measure 
quality, production and presentation. | ‘Music for Young Listeners’ 
Written, produced and acted in by} 15 Mins. 
First program (29) | Sustaining 
was an impressive sample. 
Program opened with special song 
by. Alexander apropos homes being 
happier places 


up 


if equipped 


A character called 
‘the Old Timer’ then urged the radio 
audience to spend a few minutes at 


orchestra of 


sentimental songs 
There was, for exam- 
| ple. ‘Little Joe, the Wrangler.’ 


full of action, 


| music and drama, with the commer- 


| cials 


| 
} 


take. Pat Flaherty 


also dramatized and easy to} 


carries the 


| musico-dramatic main dish and de- 


livers the spiels. Ph 


il Alexander 


| played Little Joe. and Allen Chap-! ¢ : , hig 
|'man tripled as Old Timer, a negro) lighting life history and pianoing 
cook and a ranch owner. 


Emilio Cacers orchestra 


among funnywomen. There's a high | helpful. 


bouyancy to Barbara Jo Allen's 
loony clubwoman, Vera Vague. Using 
60% characterization and 40% script 
to get her effects, the comedienne 
came through with plenty of prom- 


ise for future possibility if the pace | 


can be maintained. 

Zesty style may faintly 
Beatrice Lillie, although this is re- 
mote. The strokes are broad and 
{the timing and vocal inflections all- 
important. It would appear both 
| program and performer should do 
okay with Vera the lush. And this 
dramatic actress rates a large nod 
for her creative drive into the field 
of hokum, to which she brings the 
|light and shade readings of a trouper 
deluxe, Land. 


‘TUNE TERMITES’ 

|Glenn Hurlburt, Clancy Hayes 
| Musical ; 
15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Friday, 9 p.m. 

KPO, San Francisco 


Announced as a sneak preview CYL hk" Us: y Wy 
this quarter-hour musical idea, on outstanding West Coast Sports Y yj VYGEYV // OF 
which listeners were invited to com- y Why,” tf, H7- Yas ty” yp : hth Wy’ “Wy 
ment by mail, has one departure YY of mp tit de rm d by he YS LUVO Yy 
from the familiar singer and piano Z /GO / e On ys, e ( ineg wy Wy Yr asebDaly 
act which should result in much y 4 . ase Or d WMhAir A i 
more plus mail than minus, It is| Gy o incre Ww gU ED ance gm UY ncers pprecy 
fast, perpetual and sustained tempo. | A LP orks at es y 

Y 4 Yj, wn. 4% iy Up 

When one song ends there is no stop, | y eague, ar Sy, Yygy 4mm, iy) . 
no gap to be filled with announcer’s dhe yy, Up, 4 Ga Muy “ulin, 4 WU fy JUUHHis.nsroe, 
title gags which, though they be | BI% “ fall ther. | . esponse-on’ Tc K sest y 

“S5>-, , . 5 Yj eRe 
new, are still as old as radio. There’s|} Jy, Y e 01 YYy,, &, nial res “Nye st ORY 0 tp 
original patter lyrics backed by | Wy Yfyy, ba Vy) Dy, A yiuty; tea) YY yj MOY Mod YY 
drum and piano rhythm. Only once WY Base ail. oj vas 4 Pe iy WY, 4 Vij 
did the rhythm halt, and then to Vj V yy uy “iy “my 

eZ 


dissolve into a chorus of ‘Stay in My 
Arms’ in dreamy waltz tempo. 


Pat. 
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Here’s recorded feproduction 
that tops the fleld.in faithful 
‘duplication of every sound... 
without distortion or added 
noises. Fairchild Precision 


suggest | 


| 


| 
| 


| 
i 
' 


; cooking | 
oil with heavy underscoring that the | 
oil once used can be drained out of 


Orches- | 


in 


‘MILITARY DIGEST’ 

With Captain Wallace F. Safford 
News Analysis 
| 55 Mins.-Local 
| Sustaining 
| Tuesday, 8 p.m. 
WMEX, Boston 

A program which has attracted 
considerable interest locally, and is 
being rebroadcast on the West Coast, 
is the Military Digest. With an air 
of authenticity uncommon to most 
local news reviews, this program is 
gaining a following. Safford seem- 
ingly has better channels of infor- 
mation and a richer background 
than most commentators. 


Many months ago he gave a de- 
tailed analysis of what the proposed 
neutrality law would do to Ameri- 
{can shipping—and recent events 
have proved him right. And he 
| was among the first to foretell the 
results of the Russo-German pact as 
shown through the City of Flint in- 
cident. 


While unknown to eastern listen- 


| Safford had done some broadcasting 
in Kansas. He has given over 20 


broadcasts here and the most recent | 


jones have been rebroadcast by 
KAST, Astoria, Oregon: KBND, 
| Bend, Oregon, and KFBK, Sacra- 
mento. John 


| a 


MARY VAN DOREN 


| WIZ-NBC, New York 

Mary Van Doren, music director of 
| Toledo Museum of Art and concert 
pianist, is playing her part in the 
present network emphasis upon edu- 
cational-cultural programming 


least from WSPD, Toledo, 
NBC blue the program 
pretentious follow-up on Walter 
Damrosch’s long-time ‘Music Ap- 
preciation’ hour. Guy Frasher Harri- 
son’s half-hours with Rochester 


to the 
is a less 


will also be recalled. 
Miss Van Doren takes up a classical 





is very | thereof. 
|Franz Joseph Haydn, alias 


Last week she dealt with 


‘Papa’ 


Show is aimed at suburban, farm/| Haydn. Miss Van Doren mikes in a 


the gas mains. 


Andy. 


| and ranch homes which are beyond | friendly, chatty fashion, avoiding the | 
| teacherish, solemn approach. 


Jaco. 


‘through a 15-minute weekly broad- | 


| 


be definite idea in adult terms. 


——- 


|‘GAULANT AMERICAN WOMEN’ 
| With Audrey Maple, Maxine Rystron 
| 30 Mins, 
| Sustaining 
| Tuesday, 2 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

The U. S. Office of Education, un- 
der the Dept. of Interior, is teaming 
with the Women’s Activities Dept. of 
| NBC to offer this weekly series bal- 


'lyhooing women’s contribution in 
‘developing the American way of 
life. WPA is lending an assist. 
Shows are produced by Philip 
Cohen, ‘planned and executed’ by 


Eva Hansl and directed by William 
D. Boutwell, of the Office of Educa- 
tion. Jane Ashman scripted preem 
show, with a score by Rudolph 
/Schramm. Audrey Maple was an- 
nouncer, Maxine Rystron was nar- 
|rator and there was a tremendous 
| cast. 

The opening chapter. sub-billed 
‘The Freedoms,’ dealt with women’s 
| place in winning and defending lib- 
| erty of speech, religion and assem- 
| bly. and, to point the idea. the perti- 
nent sentence from the Bill of Rights 
was quoted several times during the 
show. Piece 


was episodic in 
| form. taking incidents from the time 
of the Massachusetts Bay colony 


down through the present. and while 
continuing to stress the idea of per- 
sonal freedom, touched on such 
widespread issues as religious perse- 
, cutions in early New England. abo- 
litionist agitation, the women’s suf- 
frage struggle and. in the current 
period, freedom of discussion of gov- 
| ernmental questions. Concluded with 
|an immediately-pertinent quotation 
— a column by Eleanor Roose- 
velt. 

Considering it was a first broad- 
| cast and that it involved such a large 
| cast, the initial program was fairly 
smooth. Writing was diffuse at 
times, failing to compress the cen- 
'tral theme in a cohesive line, but it 
| contained several forceful moments 
|and gradually mounted to a reason- 
ably moving climax. Performances 
|; were mixed, with several obvious 


Civic Orchestra over WHAM-NBC | fluffs of lines, and a few of the play- 
| ers were painfully transparent, but 


| as a whole it was passable. 


hs. sen ; | Some question whether a program 
composer on each broadcast, high- | o this kind can make headway 
| characteristic selections or portions | 2842nst the syrupy midafternoon 


dramatic serials surrounding it, but 
at least it’s an attempt to put across 
Suc- 
ceeding stanzas must be improved, 


| in which case it may have a chance. 


Hobe. 
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Equipment plus superior en- 
gineering craftsmanship 
make WHN Transcriptions the 
finest you can buy at any 
price! Hear them! Compare 
them! Rate cards on request. 
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FCC Opens Hearings 
Spearman Protests WAAB Doesn't ~ 


Know What 


Boston, Nov. 14 

Hearings opened at the Federa 
bldg. here last week, with FCC ex- 
aminer George Porter presiding, in 
the claim of the Mayflower Broad- 
casting Corp. for the facilities of 
John Shepard’s WAAB on the gen- 
eral plea that the latter has not op- 
erated in the public interest. This 
ease is the outgrowth of consider- 
able murky New England politics 


and the efforts of a former Shepard 
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THE 


SMOOTHIES 


BABS - CHARLIE - LITTLE 


Thanks to HARRY MAYER and 
HARRY GOURVAIN for three suc- 
cessful weeks at the Strand, New 
York 


Opening EARLE 
Philadelphia, Nov. 10 

















|mer campaign manager for Curley; 
| former congressman Richard M. Rus- 


| ont 
+ SCL, 


| Yankee and Colonial networks would 
ilose money if he (Hurley) signed a 


in Boston: 


Crime’ Is Charged 


emp vee Lawrence Flynn Other 
fYicers are George R. Dunham, of 
Cambridge, president; John J. Mc- 
Cann, of Lowell, treasurer, 


Thus far the hearing has centered 
around Shepard’s political commen- 
tator. Leland Bickford, and his radio 
attacks against certain prominent 
politicians and praise of others dur- | 
ing campaigns. Particularly, it has 

im that his leanings were 
toward the present mayor of Boston, 
Maurice J. Tobin, and that he| 
actually campaigned for him via the 
air when supposedly concerning him- | 
self with political analysis alone. 

Prominent people called to the 
witness stand in the first two days of 
the hearing were former Gov. James 
M. Curley: former mayor Malcolm 
E. Nichols. district attorney William | 
J. Foley: Francis B. Masterson, for- 


| 
| 
and ex-Gov. Charles F. Hurley. | 

At the opening. session, Hurley | 
testified that threats of reprisal by 
radio stations WAAB and WNAC 
were made by Bickford to Hurley. 
He said that attacks made against 
him were of a ‘personal’ and not a 
‘political’ nature. According to Hur- 
ley, Bickford had told him that the 


bill regulating and limiting dentists’ 
and dental advertising. When Hur- | 
ley said he intended signing the bill, | 
Bickford replied that he had ‘po-| 
litical influence’ and that his radio 
stations were a ‘forceful political | 
weapon’ and if Hurley signed the 
bill he would ‘hear from me,’ ac- | 
cording the ex-governor’s testi- 
money. Subsequently Hurley was 
attacked by Bickford in radio 
speeches, it was revealed at the hear- 
ing. 

A phonographic record of one of 
Bickford’s radio talks was intro- | 
duced. A_ vituperative and scath- | 
ing arraignment of three candidates 
against Maurice Tobin, now mayor, | 
it ended with a plea for the election 
of Tobin. 

Ex-Congressman Russell testified 
that Bickford had made a radio| 


to 


speech for him when he was a can- 


didate for governor, but that he, 
Russell, had not written the speech 
He said he could not recall trying | 
to interest Washington authorities in 
granting a regular license to WAAB, 
then operating under a temporary li- 
censeé. 
Immediately 
hearings, Paul 


opening 
Spearman, 


after the 
D, P. 


counsel for station WAAB, filed ob- | 


jections on the ground that no notice 
of the hearing had been given the 
station officials until Tuesday of last 
week. He charged that failure of the 
commission to give the station due 
notice was ‘arbitrary, capricious and 
inexcusable.’ 

Trial examiner Porter overruled 
Spearman’s objections and also the 


attorney’s request for particulars of | 
client sta- | 


any charges against his 
tion. ‘We do not know,’ said Spear- 
man, ‘whether we are charged with 
murder, arson treason. We are 
told to come down and listen to the 


OY 


evidence and perhaps then find out 
what we are being tried for.’ 

It wa: ted that Mayor Mau- 
ice Tobin of Boston, would be 
called by Spearman as witne for 
WAAB 
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By JANE WEST 


. NOW RADIO'S 


MOST POPULAR 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
[AUGHTER TEARS no [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap : 99 **/ 100 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY dahon | I 


IN.. 


Dir. COMPTON 





NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P. M. EST 
COAST TO COAST 


ADVERTISING 


°/o pure 


AGENCY 


MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG., NEW YORK CITY 


___ RADIO. 
NBC-RCA Television 


Wednesday, Nov. 15 


2:30—Finesse in photography 
2:45—Film, ‘Dr. Irving Lang- 


muir on Surface Chemistry.’ 
3:15-3:30 — Frances Hidden, 
burlesque 


Goddard 


style show 


8°30-9:30 Neigt:bor- 


hood Center Television Ball 
Committee meeting and Tex 
O’Rourke’s Round Up, _inter- 
Views 
Thursday, Nov. 16 
2:30-3:30—-Film, ‘Rose of Tra- 


lee,’ with Danny Malone, Kath- 
leen O’Regan, Binkie Stuart and 
Fred Conyngham. 
8:30-9:30 Wrestling at the 
Ridgewood Grove Athletic Club. 
Sam Taub, announcer. 
Friday, Nov. 17 
2:30-4:00 — Film, ‘Rancho 
Grande,’ with Tito Guizar. 
8:30-9:30 — ‘A Criminal at 
Large,’ by Edgar Wallace, with 
Nance O'Neil, Dennis Hoey, 
Carl Harbord, Frances Reid. 
Saturday, Nov. 18 


2:30-3:30—‘Wings Over the 
Nation.’ 
9:00-11:00 — Boxing at the 


Ridgewood Grove Athletic Club. 
Sam Taub, announcer. 


STATION 
RADIO SETS 
TIE-UP 


—-_ 











WMCA, New York, has worked 
out a tieup with the League of 
Metropolitan Appliance Dealers 
whereby the station is assured co- 
operation of about 500 radio stores 


in several exploitation angles, in ex- | 


Quite a rash of ‘letters to the 
|editor’ has broken out in the last 
three weeks, anent certain sustain- | 


‘Sustainers Cancelled and Letters 


—=2 


To the Editor Flood Louisville 


Louisv.lle, Nov. 14. 


|}ing programs on WHAS and WAVE. 


Sunday Jail Service, which has 


| been a sustainer on WHAS for about 


| 


| five years, was missing recently 
|from the Sunday morning lineup. 
Airing was from Jefferson County 





| had 


jail, and preaching was delivered by 
Major Ulrey, of the Volunteers of 
America, assisted by his wife, who 
also had a night time 15-minute 
sustainer ‘Your Favorite Hymn.’ 
After several letters had appeared 
in the newspapers, excoriating the 
station for dropping the jail stanza, 
Credo Harris, director of the sta- 
tion, replied, stating that the Major 
himself cancelled the stanza, 


| because his time had been cut from 


change for a half hour of broadcast | 


City, 


time per week. Dealers have the} 
7-7.30 p.m. slot Saturday evenings 
labelled ‘Old Refrains,’ using stand- | 
ard pops, semi-classical, etc., tunes 
from NBC's recorded library. Pro- 
gram plugs member stores. 

In exchange the store operators 


have pledged to exploit WMCA via 
window advertising, etc., and be cer- 
tain that WMCA tabs are placed on 
all pushbutton tuning sets sold. It is 
estimated that 90% of recciving sets 
turned out currently are equipped 


IN 





| 


| tro, 


30 to 15 minutes. Harris explained 
that the Major’s time was originally 


set at 15 minutes, and that when 
the extension was made it was in 
no sense a permanent thing, Re- 
sult was that the religious group 
eancelled out on both spots, and 
transferred to WGRC, Sundays, at 
9:30 a.m. 

Letters also appeared in the Cou- 


rier-Journal & Times, concerning 


| the Toscanini airings over NBC on 


Saturday night. Owing to commer- 
cial commitments it was impossible 
for the station to carry the maes- 
Several citizens busied them- 
selves writing letters to the papers, 
the station, and to NBC direct. One 


Turned Down Regional 
Request, Might Have 


{music dealer 








Sanctioned a Local: 


Washington, Nov. 14. 
Champagne tastes of a Brown 
Mich., broadcast company in 
the matter of a new station last week 
led to a Commish turndown. Thumb 
Broadcasting Co., applicant, 
have been successful if it had re- 
quested a local frequency instead of 


| asking for a regional channel, F.C.C. 


with pushbutton type of dialing as | 


well as manual, and in most cases 


setting of the buttons are done by | 


salesmen. 
NINE GET BOQSTS 
KCMO, Kansas City, Okayed for 
5 kw. Daytime 


Washington, Nov. 14 

Power boosts for nine transmitters 
were authorized last week by the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, with 5 kw top limit. 

Daytime increase of from 1 to 5 
kw was granted KCMO, Kansas City, 
Mo., while WSUI, 
|of Iowa, Iowa City, received juice 
jump from 500 watt: nights, 1 kw 
days, to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days. 
Following stations received nizht 
power jumps from 100 to 250 watts: 
WNBH, New Bedford, Mass.: WCNC. 
Hickory, N. C.; WCOU, Lewiston, 
Me.; WMGA, Moultrie, Ga.: KGLU, 
Safford, Ariz.: KHUB, Watsonville, 
Calif., and WPID, Petersburg, Va. 


7 Lawyers Register 


Washington, Nov. 14 
Seven newcomers to the army of 

bar risters pract cing before the Fe |. 

eral Sommunication Commission 


were approved by the Commish last 
week, following by the 
Bar Committee. Attorneys hanging 
up radio shingles are: 

Frederick J. Wilkens and Robert 
W. Lishman, New York City; Donald 
Macleay and Albert E. Steinem, 
| Washington; Marion A. 
Los Angeles: John R 
Louis, and Clarence Blitz, 
City. 


| — 
'WDRC’s Educational Dir. 
| New Haven, Nov. 14. 
| Ralph A. J. della Selva, formerly 
| at WBRY and WTIC, moves to 
WDRC, Hartford, as educational 
| program director, only such post on 
; Connecticut radio payrolls at pres- 
ent. 

Selva has attracted quite a fol- 
lowing with his ‘Hall of Fame,’ in- 
|terviews with Connecticut name 


their okay 


Green, St. 
Atlantic 





Hornbeck, | 


indicated. Plea for a days-only 
transmitter, with power of 1 kw. 
and use of the 880 ke. frequency, was 
ash-canned because it failed to fit in 
with Commish ideas on allocation. 
Eleven stations already serve po- 


| suade the network to somehow 


in town claimed he 
had spent $100 in telegrams and long 
distance calls, in an effort to per- 
the program through to Loulsvilie 

As a gesture to lsteners, Steve 
Cisler, in a letter to the papers, of. 
fered time on WGRC to Carry the 
Toscanini concerts complete ‘if NBC 
will make the necessary arrange. 
ments for the wire connection at 
Cincinnati.’ Cisler stated that in his 
opinion local listeners would prefer 
to hear the program over a local 
outlet, rather than to have to tune 


}in on some distant station that has 


a weak signal or subject to fading 
or interference. 

Toscanini program still does not 
come through Louisville. 








might | 


| tential listeners of the proposed trans- | 


State University | 


Monthly 


; in 








| 
| 


mitter, it was pointed out, and tes- 
timony by applicants failed to ‘make 
Out a case for departure’ from the 
allocation plan, The ‘normal assign- 


ment’ for a station in the Brown 
City area would have been a local 
frequency, Commish decreed—adding 


that ‘it is not clear what a full ex- 
ploration of this possibility would 
have developed.’ 
Disappointed candidates had 
authorized capital of $25.000 and 
planned to spend $18,692 for con- 
struction of the proposed transmitter. 
operating expenses 
estimated at $4,654, with a gross in- 
come of $7,083 a month anticipated. 


an 


Radio Clients Food-Drink 
Service in WCKY Layout 


Cincinnati, Nov. 14 
L. B. Wilson latest wrinkle for 
prospecti clients is an auditioning 
room which affords food and drink 
service, if desired, from the Hotel 
Gibson WCKY’s business and 
broadcasting departments were of- 


ficially relocated in the hospice over 
the with complete trans- 
fer from the station’s original home 
Covington, Ky., across the Ohio 
tiver from Cincy. 

Something modern in station set- 
ups is the connecting bathroom, | 
which every WCKY studio and sep- | 
arate room has. 


week ¢ nd, 


WXYZ’s Ceremonial Event 


Detroit, Nov. 14. 
Extensive ballyhoo campaign will 
precede WXYZ's dedication of its 





were | 


new 5,000-watt transmitter Nov. 23. | 


Station recently got permission to 


go 5,000 watts daytime and it is now | 


seeking a promotion from 
watts to 5,000 watts nights. 
Ballyhoo will include film trailers 


in 26 theatres, bus and _ streetcar 


residents, and Yale round-table ses-| placards, 62 billboards and page ads 


sions, 


in the Detroit newspapers 


1,000 | 
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3 Television Outline 


Continued from page 26 





F.C.C.'s 


has grown out of the cradle. 








It is, | necessitates experimentation in the 


the report said, in a ‘crucial’ stage,| field of program-building, it ad- 
with excessive enthusiasm likely to| mitted. Public reaction must be 
result in a terrible, maybe fatal, set- | tested, talent problems must be 


pack. | solved by experience, and standards 
The report is a let-down for such | of service must be developed. 
factions as RCA, which had hoped | Consequently, the committee has 
the Commish would remove prac- | suggested creation of two classifica- 
tically all restrictions on use of the | tions of transmitters. The first would 
seven channels which have been the be those solely concerned about the 
subject of most experimentation. | technique, new theories of operation. 
Still, there is an opportunity to make Second group—required to keep 
expenses, if the Commish agrees with | abreast of the progress in the Jab- 
the committee’s recommendations.’ oratory and allowed to pass the cost 


Television Policy im Nutshell 


Washington, Nov. 14. 

Dope for prospective licensees of television stations was set forth 
last week by the Federal Communications Commission committee as 
foilows: 

(I) There shall be two types of television transmitters—both experi- 
mental. Class I will be known as an ‘experimental research station’ 
and Class II as an ‘experimental program station.’ 

(2) For a Class I research station: Applicant must have a program 
of research and experimentation ‘in the. technical phases of television 
broadcasting not requiring a service directly to the public’ and prom- 
ising ‘substantial’ contribution to the art of television. 

(3) Licensees of a Class Il ‘program station’ must promise that a ser- 
vice will be rendered to the public not less than five hours a week; 
program material must be available and applicant must install and 
operate adequate equipment to render a satisfactory service. Commish 
engineering standards must be followed, with respect to fidelity of 
transmission, spurious emissions, carrier noise, safety provisions, etc., 
and the applicant must be otherwise qualified—financially and legally— 
to operate the station. 

Although the rules declared that charges for television are ‘prohib- 
ited,’ Class I1 (program) stations will be permitted to broadcast spon- 
sored programs, providing ‘sponsorship and the program facilities or 








funds’ of sponsors are used primarily for experimental development 
of the service. Solicitation of clients by a transmitter will be barred, 
however. 


Channel assignments for video Class I (research) and Class II (pro- 
gram stations, submitted to the FCC are in three groups, tagged A, B 
and C. Stations carrying programs to the public (Class II) will be 
given only one channel from groups A and B, under recommended 


plan. One or more channels would be assigned to research stations 
(Class 1), according to experimental needs, 
Three groups are divided by kilocycles, as follows: 

Group A Group B Greup C 
44,000- 50,000 ke 156,000-162,000 ke Any 6,000 ke band 
50,000- 56,000 162,000-168,000 above 300,000 kc 
66,600- 72,000 180,000- 186,000 excluding band 
78,000- 84,000 186,000- 192,000 400,000 to 401,000 
§4,000- 90,000 204,000-2 10,000 ke 


96,000-102,000 
102,000- 168.000 


210,000-216,000 
234,000-240,000 
240,000-246,000 
258,000-264,000 
264,000-270,000 
282 ,000-288,000 
288,000-294,000 

Aural and visual carriers, with side bands for modulation, will be 
authorized but no emission shall result outside the authorized channel. 
Assignment of channels in Group A to Class II television broadcast 
#tations does not preclude the use of those channels by Class I trans- 
mitters—although the Class II station has priority for the use of the 
station for scheduled program service. 

Groups B and C may be assigned to television stations to serve aux- 
jliary purposes such as television relay stations and developmental 
mobile service, but no mobile or portable station will be licensed for 
the purpose of transmitting television programs to the publie directly. 


— _—_—- — 














Promoters interested solely in selling , along to sponsors—would tackle the 


stock or receivers will not be pleased, production and showmanship con- 
but the companies which have sunk undrums. 

money in perfecting methods of op- Nething Fiscal 

eration and reception at last can see From the engineering and eco- 


the promised land nomic standpoints the committee 


keeps its fingers crossed. Nowhere 
in the document is there an opinion 


Because 
emerging 


‘barely 
technical 


television is 
from the first or 


research stage of development,’ the | that television is economically feasi- 
committee feels obliged to keep/| ble, in the same way that sound 
urging a cautious policy in paving! broadcasting has developed into a 
the way for more transmitters, major branch of the entertainment 
and groping toward commercialism.| and advertising businesses. There 


There has been a good deal of de-| is 
velopment in the laboratory which | 


still a lot to be done 
the public good pictures and in turn- 














5S70KC NBC 


REO “BLUE 


WSYR 






Who cares about the official date of 


Thanksgiving Day? Every day is 





thanksgiving for sponsors who let 
WSYR increase the sales of their 


products. 


























| tion, 
iin order 





ing out sets that the man in the | 
street wants to own. 

With these considerations in mind, ; 
the group went to great detail in | 
revising present rules and drawing | 
up a formula under which stations 
can be spotted over the country 
with the maximum benefit to the 
public. (Digest of the rules appears | 
in adjoining column). With a maxi- 
mum of three outlets in the biggest 
cities, the scheme theoretically and 
arbitrarily spots 120 plants on the 
seven frequencies already tested out, | 
scattering them among 91 of the 96 
‘metropolitan areas’ (Census Bureau 
definition) with population of 100,- 
000 or more. The other five cities 
will be taken care of on an as, if, 
and when basis, depending on who 
takes advantage of the paper oppor- 
tunities in various places. 

If the scheme is put into opera- 
some shifts will be necessary 
to avoid collisions. With 
a mass of applications already pend- 
ing, the report outlines a method by 
which most can be granted—if some 
of the applicants are willing to take 
a ribbon different from that which | 
they requested. For example, Philco | 





|; would be compelled to shift in Phila- 


| delphia, 





i sorted to. 
| 


} 


| should be allowed, 


/not 


while CBS would 
what it is seeking, 

The committee admits that time- | 
sharing may help solve the engineer- 
ing problem, although it frowns on 
such a stop-gap. Instead of resort- | 
ing to this device, some of the candi- 
dates could move into the upper re- 
gions, the group intimated, trying 
out the 12 ribbons in Group B (above 
156,000—162,000 kce.). Where permit- 
seekers exceed the number of berths, 
they should try to reach a compro- 
mise by which they would split 
time, until more is known about the 


receive 


National Spot Accounts Slow 
To Develop Christmas Plans 





Sell L. A. Vision Sets 


Los Angeles, Nov, 14. 
Television sets were placed on sale 
in downtown department _ stores, 
ranging in price from $195 to $650. 
KHJ-Don Lee is hopping up its 
live shows, with nine hours weekly 
now going out, additional to films, 








GILMOUR HEADS C.E.’S 
TELEVISION STATION 





Schenectady, N. Y., Nov. 14. 

John G. Gilmour, a pioneer in the 
field of industrial motion pictures 
and since 1931 director of General | 

Electric’s m. p. department, has been | 

appointed program manager of the | 
| company’s new television broad 
| casting station, W-2XB, scheduled to | 
| go into operation in the Helberburg | 
Mountains, back of Albany, late this | 
year. 

Charles R. Brown, of the GE mar- 
ket research section, has been named 
Gilmour’s successor in the m.p. de- 
partment. W. T. Cook will be in 
charge of scripts for both film and 
television programs. 





W. H. West on N.A.B. Board 
St. Louis, Nov. 14. 





electrical characteristics of video im- 
pulses, but ‘every encouragement 
should be given’ to _ individuals 
willing to test the higher bands. Pos- 
sibilities of the Group B frequencies 
should be considered, it was sug- 
gested, before time-sharing is re- | 


Spensorship | 

Throwing down RCA’s recommen- 
dation that unrestricted sponsorship | 
the committee | 
said that ‘the claimed advantages of | 
removing the _ restrictions against 
commercialization of television do 
outweigh the potential dis- 
advantages.’ Doubt was expressed 


| that any sponsors would be willing 
ito invest much money in video ad- | 


| vertising. 


Report said that ‘since | 
only a few experimental stations in 
operation today are rendering broad- 


|cast service to not more than 1,000 | 


| 


| 


| in any positive 
imuch or too early 


| phasis. 


in giving | 


receivers, there is no convincing ar- | 
gument that the removal at this time 
of the ban on commercialization will 
affect the development of television 
manner’ and too 

sponsorship may 
boomerang. 

Fear was voiced that too much 
freedom might lead to misplaced em- | 
Removal of the restriction ' 


| facilities or 


William H. West, prez. of WTMV, 
East St. Louis, has been elected Di- 


rector for the Ninth District, com- | 


prising Illinois and Wisconsin, of | 
NAB. West was chosen by the | 
board of directors. 
Succeeds George 


T. Dyer, of 


WGES, Chicago. 





is likely to cause operators 
more interested in soliciting accounts 
than in rendering good service and 
advancing the art, the group re- 
marked. 


have no real public service concept,’ 
as well as 
the public’ by stock salesmen. 

In recommending a more liberal 
policy, the committee said that 
| sponsorship of programs 
‘from stations engaged in 
(as distinguished from technical) re- 
|search should not be forbidden en- 
| tirely. Operators of Class II stations 
| would be able to spread the financial 
burden on the understanding that 
‘such sponsorship and the program 
funds 
sponsors are primarily for the pur- 
pose of experimental program de- 
velopment.’ 


Furthermore, there is the | 
'danger of ‘a scramble for television 
|channels by unfitted applicants who 


‘financial exploitation of | 


sent out} 
program | 


contributed by | 


Spot broadcasting has so far heard 
little about special pre-Christmas 
campaigns from national advertisers, 
In previous years this sort of appro- 
priation mounted to appreciable bill- 
ings. Ad agencies are divided on this 
season’s wherefore. Some figure that 
accounts interested are slow this 
time in making their decisions, 
while other agencies say that most 
of those identified in the past with 
such campaigns are now regularly 
on the air. 

One of the big pre-Christmas 
spenders last year was the Reming- 
ton Rand electric shaver. It bought 
all kinds of local programs al! over 
the country for an eight-week cam- 
paign. 


FEBRUARY NEW 
— DATE FOR CBS 
TELEVISH 


Just when CBS will regularly go 
on the air.with television is indefi- 
nite and instead of te‘>casts during 
the fall the approximate start is now 
set for February. At the present 
time experimental broadcasts are 
| principally audio, During certain 
| periods the wave length or channel 
|i tested with a geometric pattern, 
| the same as used by NBC in its test- 
|ings. So far that is the only pic- 














~ | torial telecasting by CBS. 
to be| 


Fo. television CBS has quarters 
high up in the Chrysler building, 
| NBC sending its telecasts from the 
| top of the Empire builcing. Experi- 
mental stations are similarly ini- 
| tialed, W2XBS for NBC and W2XAB 
for CBS. 





Yale Dramas on Air 





New Haven, Nov. 14. 
WICC, New Haven = substation 
ities up with Yale University for 
another season of ‘Listeners’ Thea- 
tre. These are original dramas 
' written and played by Yale students. 


Profs. Walter Pritchard Eaton and 
| Allardyce Nicoll and Constance 
Welch are in charge for college, 


Judson La Haye acts for WICC. 
Colonial net will carry weekly 


' plays. 











KLZ turns a 


@ THREE Bs. a Sunday aftern 
audience participation program 


honey of a program for listeners 










And because 


pi eager ma 


Jewelery Compan 


buzzing for its sponsor for the past 104 weeks. 
“Every Monday, 


of the week, a number of listeners walk into our store 


THREE B's, a combination spelling bee, pronunciation bee 
end word marathon, planned for a different age group each 
in studio every Sunday . 
tore with buyers all the fo Nowing week. 





and tell us abo. 


value of 


oon KLZ-originated, 
has proved itself a 


has kept business 


in fact every day 


Kortz’s experien 


SPELLING BEE 


> into a Selling BEE! 


it the entertainment 
the THREE B's” and 
is directly reflected in substantial purchases” 


ver's Kortz Jewelry Company has 








and educational 
“Their appreciation 
Den 


renewed this pro- 


gram over KLZ for another 52 weeks. 


ce with the THREE P's simply 


reflects KLZ’s everyday ability to produce the sort 


. fills Kortz 


of entertainment the Rocky Mountain area devours 
.. to assure the after-effect that makes renewal of 
sponsorship desirable and profitable, year after year. 
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Shortwave Canadian Link for BBC 
About the Only Air Expenditure 


Likely to 


eo + 


Montreal, Nov. 14. 
movement reported un- | 
put the Canadian gov-| 

the business of opera- 


There is a 
der way to 
ernment into 
ting a powerful 
Argu 


the event the 


shortwave station. 
is that in 
put the 


transmit- 


ment behind projec 
war should 
ng Co. 


out of commission 





Federal Communications Commission 


Flashes From Boston 





Boston, Nov. 14. 
Charles Gilchrest, WBZ, begins 
radio gossip show ‘Stardust’ Tues- | 
days and Fridays 15 minutes from | 
10:15. 
WEEI had Chinese musical pro- | 


Receive Support 
WIP Asks F-M Okay 


Philadelphia, Nov. 14. 


Orchestra presented folk tunes in | 
connection ‘Bowl of Rice’ 
tivities. 

Charles Phelan, former sales man- 
ager of Yankee Network, has hired 
WBZ-WBZA control room engineer 
Dick Hamons as chief engineer of | 

Benedict Gimbel, Jr., president of | his new station in Salem, WESX. 
WIP, last week applied to the | John E. Reilly, program head at 
'WMEX will give course of 16 lec- 
tures in radio training for the Mass. 





ac- 


fram Sunday when the Kuomintang | 
} 

with | 
| 





Stan Lee, Bowes talent scout, here 


| soring a 


—_—————— 


~ Watching Shortwave Operators 


U.S.A. Gives Hams Particular Attention—No Aid to 


Belligerents Is Sanctioned 
oe 











Mantle Lamp’s 13th Year | 


Schenectady, N. Y., Nov. 14. | 


Washington, Nov. 14 

Mounting concern about the pos. 
sible misuse of radio waves by par- 
ticipants in the European slugging jg 
Mantle Lamp (Aladdin) in spon- | ¢Vident in official circles, prompting 
news series of transcrip- | new fear of censorship, drastic su- 
tions over WGY, started a program | Pervision, and red-tape for all op. 
which will take it into 13th year on | hg = to keep a 
. . . . | ye , , ofe . 
Schenectady station. This is be-| Watch on short wave stations is be. 
lieved to be a local record. ; ing planned, with more money to be 

Mantle Lamp sought from Congress in January for 

40 


closer 


has been buying 





Bernard Macey is program direc- | the commercial telephone, telegraph, 


for a permit to install a new 1,000- | 3 monitorin 
tup could carry on! ga Modulation’ expert 'State University Extension. Third | fa)|_winter time on WGY since 1928. g. 
, wes : as watt ‘Frequency-Modulation’ experl- | ~ E ' -., | Meanwhile, the Commish is s 
for the Empires propaganda divi- mare ing 43,400 |° a. , Took five minute periods during |, . sl oe 58 SCOP 
sion. mental broadcast station, using 43,400 |" Assistant manager Vincent Calla-| }99g-99- since then quarter hour | ing W - limited facilities, paying 
‘locycles oe “ney « ation | h; Z- y -turne : a. ; : articular attentic wire com: 
Such a shortwave transmitter, kilocycles. | Frequency ~ Modulation han of WBZ WBZA returned from | plocks. Presba, Fellers & Presba is Snes anal os Pe to ” .~ commu- 
probably located in the maritime (F-M) transmission is the much-dis- | Pittsburgh's KDKA dedication and | the agency. be we ar a é " hoa “xtraordi- 
provinces, would cost about $100,- cussed invention of Major Edwin H. | went to bed with an attack of — ie Are aged ready 1s in ex- 
000 a year to operate Armstrong, professor of electrical | chronic appendicitis. | istence, largely with Co-operation of 


Meanwhile, as a wartime economy 
measure, drastic radio expansion has 
been halted. Plans to build a@& huge 


radio centre for the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. at a cost of 
about $700,000 in the east end of 


Montreal has been shelved. Plot of | 
valuable land had been donated by | 
the City of Montreal for the pro- | 
posed radio centre. It was origin- 
ally planned to move the CBC stud- 
ios into new quarters in 1940, but 
construction of the new buildings 
was never started. Outbreak of hos- 
tilities has also brought about post- 
ponement of large scale construction | 
in Toronto for the CBC. | 

It is now believed that any new 





government expenditure for radio | 
would be primarily for short wave | 
purposes. | 





ABOVE THE TIDES 


WBZ Transmitter Looks Like a Sea- 
side Residence 
Boston, Nov. 14. 

Gov. Leverett Saltonstall officiated 
at the ground breaking ceremonies 
Thursday for WBZ’s new 50,000 watt 
transmitter at Hull, Mass. Under the | 
watchful eyes of chorus girls from 
Laurence Schwab’s latest show ‘Nice 
Goin’,’ the Governor turned the first 
spadeful of earth with an old Indian 
hoe, while the ceremonie 
broadcast over WBZ-WBZA. 


| 
| 





were 
He was 


introduced by John A. Holman, g.m. | 


The town of Hull, where the trans- 


mitter will be located, is on a penin- 


sula jutting out into Boston harbor, 
and is 104% miles as the crow flies 
southeast of the studios with a di- 
rect water route to the city. Because 
water and water-laden has a 
much higher conductivity than dry, 
arid land, the antenna towers will be 
placed on a swamp. The building 
will have a basement but the main 
operating floor will be placed high 
enough to allow for the highest re- 
corded flood tides. 

The towers will be equipped with 
airplane warnings, including 
nate bands of international orange 
and white for best daytime visibility, 
and flashing red hazard beacons atop 
the towers and other lights. 

The building will be roughly 112 
by 80 feet, designed to look like a 
residence. 


soil 


cupy one side of the main floor, 
while opposite will be the interna- 
tional short wave transmitter, 


WBOS. And room is being reserved 


. . ® 
for a second short wave installation. | ‘ 
The control room will be enclosed in | 


Biass in the center of the 
with the transmitters grouped around 
it. Between there will be an aisle 
opening to the main floor from which 
visitors can view the workings. 
Garage and other facilities 
provided. 


will be 


This move of the WBZ transmitter, | 


located at Millis, Mass., until early 
next spring when the new transmitter 
will probably be ready for operation, 
does not effect the present arrange- 
ment under which WBZA of Spring- 
field broadcasts in synchronization 
with WBZ. 


A.P. Out of WOR 


Associated Press has withdrawn its 
bulletin feeding service from WOR, 
Newark. In making the service avail- 
able to broadcasters the AP stipu- 
lates that the news of any competi- 
tive news collecting agency must not 
be used on the same station or net- 
work for sustaining purposes. WOR 





makes use of Transradio on both 

commercial and sustaining spots. 
CBS has never accepted AP's 

proffer of its service because of this 


stipulation. 


engineering at Columbia University. 


A tintin nti iil 


alter- | 


The transmitter will oc- | 


> main floor | 
main moor, 


The new type transmission is|Jan. 26 to hold auditions for the 
claimed to be staticless and to have; Major. Acts selected will go to New 
a larger range of reception. | York expenses paid. 


F.C. C’s WASHINGTON 


wre ss >> - = eee anAaaaaaaaaabbbaabbad 


MAJOR DECISIONS 


Puerto Rico: 
temporarily to Dec, 








' manager of brand-new station WISE 








ment and increase power from 100 to 250 watts. 
WNEL, 
1, pending action on renewal application; 


point-to-point and cable firms, al- 
though some have refused to allow 
in Asheville, N. C. | the FCC to ogle the private mes- 
| sages transmitted through their fa- 
cilities, 

| Talks at the White 


tor and Baxter Barkley commercial 


House in re. 


» a a A A en ie te i A i i 
cent weeks emphasize the import- 
ance which the government at- 


DOCKET 4 
| 
; taches to the problem of making sure 


i 
FOF O44++ eee | that no unneutral goings-on cause 
| trouble with other countries. On two 
occasions in the past three weeks, 
Chairman James L. Fly has huddled 


San Juan, present license extended 





Washington, Nov. 14 WKAQ, Radio Corp., of Porto Rico, granted extension of | : > P 
; paaniee ity . ne P : , S seve , ¢ 
Illinots: New non-commercial educational station for the special temporary | authority to rebroadcast sustaining pro- with President Roosevelt, who said 
Moody Bible Instituee Radio Station, Chicago, received turn- grams to be rec elved from International broadcast station | the purpose of the discussions w2s to 
down when Commish entered iis final order denying the WCBX rw wi pegs W ee teen ex- | perfect plans for keeping belliger- 
: ‘ " } anmiine - ¢ “onemi " erimenta basis only, rom Oct, 4 to Nov. 29. | . 4 
application. Stopper on the application for a transmitter to I AB jhe : . - | ents fro usin 4 ye s 2 
be operated on 41300 ke with 100 watts was recommended South Carolina: WCSC, Charleston, present license ex- Pie aoe gU S. tran: mutters to 
in proposed findings issued last June 21. Payne did not par- tended Ne semnpovery basis only to Dee. 1, pending action on pene secret information. Former 
WP bf renewal application. | j ‘ - oN »} 
ticipate. rticat > Chairman Frank R. MeNinch 
A ‘ : ' Texas: KRIS, Corpus Christi, present license extended . ni aa : 
Michigan: Two new Michigan transmitters authorized last temporarily, pending determination on the renewal applica- | now special Justice Department ad- 
week when the final okay was given to proposals filed by tion. reg = : dicted | viser, sat in on one occasion. 
Saginaw applicants Saginaw Broadcasting Co. will con- re pa ‘ 
struct a transmitter to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts FT FOR HEARING _The President confirmed that the 
nights, 250 watts days, while Gross and Shields will build a FCC is checking hams to see they 
daytime transmitter to be operated on 950 ke with 500 watts . “ 5. ' ‘ . cn wutene : 
eg _ “overs ithe Bes: oO; ated o i @alifornia: KIEV. Cannon Systems, I.td., application for do not lead comfort to warring pow- 
Ne Y s on Beppe 1 f hetl tl a t license renewal set down for a hearing on the followin ers. Part of the extraord nary effort 
New rk: ontroversial question of whether le Greater ue ¢ ) ; ! 
N ta r Broad - ng ra “ss ( Pe ad ==oby Ard Bu 1 ‘a ; 1 I t 1 t t f sd keep the U. S. at pss hao 
; -vew Ors sroaaccasting betas ow see ’ IES euLUN (1) to determine the nature and character of program ‘. - = , 1 
wateh-making magnate) would be permitted to opera with service rendered: (2) to determine whether the station's everybody and stave off complaints 
the facilities of WPG, Atlantic City, N. J., settled last wee program service has been and is now tn ) rm th the about partiality. 
by the Commish, with a final order okaying the deal. (Payne representatior made t the Commission in support of the -e - aptll he maatad + 
t participating) Involves folding of WPG and WOV\ a i Reon > ecw sa eee ae aes eae More saersogys. A will yd needed to set 
iwhich operates on 1120 ke with 1 kw) an@ construction of a : 2 Sis gage ics er tgs (2) to determine | Ub and man stations that eavesdrop, 
‘ew York station which will operate on 1100 k« 5 kw, Se ear nant ude to the ¢ ' , fina as well as ride herd on the technical 
WPG's present assignment ports submitted by licensee for the calendar years 1937 and! operations of all licensed stations. 
South Carolina: Opera of a new station at Spartan- 1958 and various applications for renewal 4 with - ‘ : ; 
part DI ilocycle police Id run dow 
burg, on 1370 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts das re- par har} reference to expenditures for progran service K ocycle police would run down 
eived final okay when the Comn (Payne not participat and talent are true and correct; (4) to deter ne er or any unauthorized plants and make 
ing) adopted its proposed findings of last July 13. Lice: } nut the Cannon System, Ltd., has been at all times and is; sure that code communications of 
5 the Seartes Sh aie statias as now exercising actual co yl of the operation of KIEV; an ee 
the Spartanburg Advertising Co x ng actual control of the opera KIEV; and | spies are not sent from regular trans- 
(5) to determine whether the granting of this appl ition and itt Tt t ‘eld 
continued ¢ ration of the station will serve public interest, | Mtters. 1e@ «snort-wave = fiel 19 
MINOR DECISION cony nce l necessity.’ (Temporary license was granted | deemed the most impor tant to ob- 
for the period Ne 1 to Feb. 1, pending hearing rey avet , 
| ; Z Z serve carefully. 
Alabama: WRBHP, Huntsville, present license further ex- Georgin: Vailey Broadcasting Co., West Point new sta- . > 
tended on temporary basis only, pending action on renewal tion to be operated on 1310 ke with 250 watts Lookout sethabandts 
application, for period ending Dee. 1, Mountain Company of Georgia, Lookout Mountain, new station Schechter On Free Speech 
Alaska: KFQD, Anchorage, and KGBU, Ketchikan. H- ss be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts ; ate 
censes further extended on temporary basis to D 1, pend 4 pegs Sas ’ io . ws ; Boston, Nov, 14 
action on renewal applications eee 1 rg Ww. Bnwe! : DATERROOES, BOW Matton te Se ‘The United States has more ace 
; operate on we With 250 watts eles . >+ +} 
Arkansas; KLCN, Charles Lee T tzenich, Blytheville, a Wisconsin: William F. Huffman, W mnsin Rapids, new} - urate and comple te news of 18 
tion a age _KLCN’'s application for renewal of license station to be operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 | European war than any of the coun- 
nKeader to e heard Nov. set a ie by Comnuil n watt " tie . " > 1 
request granted. a ae Ga tries on the other side of the Ate 
. . wi le » 9 ariar f » Sn aehtar y 
els “MUM See Kiailcd sensed Medes <aiciees NEW APPLICATIONS lantic,’ declared Abe Schechter, NBC 
temporarily to Dec. 1, pending action on renewal request; director of news and special events, 
ISu e uo of ae + on, A : renson, owner and manager, Los Alabama: VEHMA Harry M. Ayers, Anniston make when he addressed the Adverti sing 
An es, adopte propose ndings of Sept. 13, denying re hanges in equipment and boost power from 100 to 200 watts, “lui re aS reek 1 
quest for a new statio at Montebello, to be Operated on 1420 Arkansas: KARK Little Rock instal new transmi ( lub he re last week He . led 
ke with 100 watts days only and jump juice from 1 to 5 kw; KLRA, Arkansas Broadcast in explanation: ‘American cor- 
Colorado: F. W Mever Denver former action denying ing Co., Little Rock, install directional a ina for night respondents are able to get beyond 
Ml Gece oe cab Gan ce es ee ee ine O08 OSeet BIENt BOwer from 2 tS Fv the geographical confines of restric- 
-50 watts days, 100 watts night reconsidered by Commi California: John P. Scripps, Ventura, new atation to be , = , 
and matter designated for ora argument to be held Nov. 9 operated on 1430 ke with 1 kw: KH 8, lohn | Scripp tions and then send the true and 
Delaware: WILM, Wilmington, granted changes in equip- Watsonville, increase night power from 100 to 250 watts; | accurate accounts back to the United 
ment and power boost from 100 to 250 watts. ; Worce Groadcasting Corp., San Diego, new station to be States.’ 
Georgia: WGAU, J. K Patric & Co., Athens, granted operated on 1420 ke with 250 watts 
night power increase from 100 to 250 watts. Colorado: KFEL, Eugene P. O'Fallon, Ine., Denver, tn icin iis ata tin 
Illinois: W9XAA, Chicago Federation of Labor, York stall new stransmitter and jump juice from 1 to 5 kw 
| Township, Commish adopted proposed findings of Sept. 1 Georgia: WMGA, Frank R. Pidcock, Sr., Moultrie, in LARRY ROLLER OFF WHK 
denying application for renewal of license and for consent to cre night power from 100 to 250 watts | 
voluntary assignment of license to Radio Service Corp. of Hawaii: KGMB, Honolulu, and KHBC, Hilo, Honolulu : 


Appointed Safety Program Liaison 





Utah, and dismissed application of Radio Service Corp., of ea agente Co Ltd., change name of licensee to Hawaiian 
! Utah, for construction permit to change station's equipment groadactsing System, Ltd. F omobil ‘lub 
land location and jump juice to 10 k WTMY, Mississipy Idaho: KIXD, Frank E. Hurt, Nampa, boost night power or Automobile ¢ 
| Valley Broadcasting Co Inc., East St. Louis, granted author from 100 to 250 watts (instinct 
| ity to transfer control of corporation from Lester E, Cox to | Hilinois: WGIL, Galesburg, change hours of operation Cleveland, Nov. 14 
| William H. West, Jr. from days only to unlimited, with 250 watts an uahieiis rector 
lowa: KGCA, Walt G € Decorah, granted exten Kansas: KVGB, Helen Townsley, Great Bend, make Larry Roller, educ ational re = 
ion of special temporary authority to remain silent to Nov hanges mn equipment and increase power from 100 toe 250 of twin-stations WHK-WC LE has 
19, pending settiem vith KWLC, Decorah, and filing of Watt resigned after 19 years of con- 
pplic on for installation of new equi] it M i : WS , y k Stear Salish : . _ , 
pplication for in: , ° Pie cee tig 39 ae __ Maryland \l, Frank M. Stearns ‘lisbu volun-| tinuous service. Will join staff of 
Kentucky: WCKY, Cov ’ present i ense teé porar ifs 4 > el of ] ense to Ea arn Sioere broad isting * ™ . 
extended on tempo t » Dec. 1, pending determinatio Co., Ine Cleveland Automobile Club to 
I ewal appl tio ; Massachusetts: W MEX, Increase night power from 100 to handle both local and national radio 
Louisiana: WSMI, N Or ins, present | nse exter dl ) 4 cuktobitoe: @ ee a hee ; eres a 
to Dex 1, on a tempor is ‘ pendi i ia Michigan: Grand Rapids Broadea ng p ; P activities in safety Campaign, pend 
n renewal appl ation Ra re station to be opera i on 0 ik - 1 250 Ing part of his time in Washineton, 
Maryland: MeNar & Chamber Bet da, granted (Cra watt D. bt 
ven not partici ) new high frequency broadca it Mi i: CXOK, §S limes P } ( t | ep 4} 
| ' en n t j a ti , gh ser t t seenoure . KX I tar-Tim Pu " ) Ss T " {r Offer was an outgrowth of the 
jitohb operatec on 42600 } v th 100 wa < special e yn All I a ectional antenna for night u make cl : > . 
Minnesota: KAT! Albert 4, granted night power i us dire mal antenna, install new trai it aman | traffic survey programs which he 
pa Pe Pha ) 45 - , ; f dency from 1250 to 630 kc, boost power from 1 to 5 kw |and Merle Allyn, secretary of local 
SSISBIpP pi: VGRM, P x »wing, Grenada, granted nig ind move tra nitter to new site : = a ee a r ‘4 
power boost from 100 to 250 watts New Mexico: KWEW, W. E. Whitmore, Hobts. change auto club, originated over WHK. 
| Montana: KGCX, Wolf Poi present license extende: frequency, power and hours of operation from 1500 to 1310 | Promoted a national radio script 
iene to Dec. 1, pending determination on renewal ap and 100 watts days to 250 watts unlimited and make | contest which was okayed by 5.000 
plication. changes in equipment (contingent on KFYO) fie 5 - i ; a ake 
| New Mexico: KOB, Albuquerque, granted extension of North Datota: KFYR, Bismark, install directional an-| th hools, with Ww —e oN — 
| special temporary authority to operate unlimited time on tenmna for night use and boost power from 1 to 5 kw ; | being aired by American Auto Asso- 
caneae 2 yin iat . using directional antenna system afte! Ohio: WILNS, Inc., Columbus, new high frequency broad- | Clation 
sunset at Portland, until Nov. 28, cast station to be operated or 9 : x ae ’ A , 
. r : ye A . stati erate mm 43000 ke with 250 watts. > j H : ’ ay wil 
. New York: ( olumbia Broadcasting System. Ine., New Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania Lroadeasting (Co Philadel- | Despite his Fesignation, Roller es 
—— = authority to transmit from Detroit and Dear phia, new high frequency broadcast Station to be operat d on continue his WHK radio workshop 
hag sy Matt gh img Beary ~ teh Pst to = follow - 13400 ke, with 1 kw, special emission; Anthracite Lroadcast- | for high school students, a Mutual 
sy Mexice stations 1e ord Sunday “~Vening our pro ing Co., Ine., Scrant WwW atic e perate ‘ 37 “Te 213” 
| gram (per period ending Jan. 7): XEQ and XEQQ, Mexico pg with °%30 ance WKOK gg ad ” ac ited on 1370) network show tagged ‘Trail Blazers 
‘itv: NE : -EeereT oa - 1s Ger : =e ee See ee i. a sroadcasting Corp., | aaa _ 
| ity ; XET and XE es Monterrey ; XECZ, San Luis, Potosi: Sunbury, make changes in equipment and boost nicht twit land other programs sponsored here 
XES, Tampico; XED and XEDD, Guadalajara; XEU, Vera from 100 to 250 watts; WTEL, Foulkrod Radio Engineer ne | oy ©. A. Cc 
cruz, and XEME, Yu ‘tan (via facilities of the A. T. & 7 Co., Philadelphia, make changes in the equipment and boost : il 
Co, and La Compania Telefonica y Telegrafica Mexicana, S power froin 100 to 250 watts. | a 
. and by rebro vd a WHEC, Rochester, present license ex South Dakota: WNAX, Yankton, install direction il an- } Dp 
: nti or to Dec. 1, pending determination on re enna for night use and jump night juice from 1 to 5 kv ale Jeff Baker Departs WRVA 
leWal application. Tennessee: WOPI, Bristol ’ hid | i" 

: ‘ ‘ : ee : : . Bristol, install new transmitte ange i le ( 4 
North Carolina: WMEFR. High Point, make changes in frequency from 1500 to 1550 ke and jump = sa ‘om oe . Richmond, Va., are n 
Bangg ey power from 109 to 250 watts, Watts nights, 500 watts days to 1 kw all ‘ ein Tee George (Jeff) Baker, WRVA an- 
hanna te) io a i a = vgs gets , erage Texas: KGKO, Fort Worth, make changes in directional | MO0uNCer and writer of the ‘Salute to 
imminge 10 s 0 operation fram days only to unli ted antenn for to Page . : so} x4 b ‘ . " s 
using 100 watts; WHI, and WGAR, Cleveland. and WBNS’ KRIS Guit ee eee eae night power from 1 to 5 kw; | Industry,’ leaves that station tomo! 

‘ny i apt te . o SEeeN ~\s edad ‘ as sroaacasting Co., Corpu Chris ns . . rey ati 
— present ficenses temporarily extended to Dec. 1 hew stransmitter and increase power from. 00 site + .f ney row (15). Aside for brie vacation, 
pending action or pplicaicons for re , “er Saha aman a v \ ‘ cw . . . 
I ee. i. 1 : D ns f * newal Virginia: WSVA, Harrisburg, install new tran mittes hoe has no immediate future plan 
time on 1186 ke 8: KNXI XL Broa ' The nerease power from 500 watts to 1 kw, Understood he has received offet 
aa ; ay } Vashington: Cascade Groade asting Co., In Everett, new | fr ‘ ; ee 
I ; i owe cost 1m 100 to 2 » be operated on 1430 ke with 100 watts nich — age in North. sie 
- itts days ’ ll verties ntenn nd ¢ rites ’arke S s slated to taxe Mls 
Pennsylvania: WAZL, Ha mm, make n in equ a antenna and make changes irke Simmons slated t ‘ 
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~ Benny Goodman’s Brother a Pub 








Bandmen In Biz Now Include Eight Wel 





Personalities 
——— + 
Harry Goodman, a_ brother of | 


Benny Goodman, the band leader, 
has bought the Maurice Abrahams 
catalog from the latter’s estate. It 
has an availability rating of half a 
point in the American Society of 
Composers, Authors & Publishers. 
Tommy Dorsey was interested in ac- 
quiring the Abrahams catalog at the 
time he bought the Milton Weil 
catalog and organized the Sun Music 
Co. Jsham Jones got back into the 
publishing business Monday _ (13) 
with the purchase of the Gem Music 





catalog from Barney Young. Jones 
sold his own catalog to Max Mayer 
a couple of year ago. . 

Among the bandmen now in the 


| 
music publishing business are: | 


Fred Waring....Words & Music 
Tommy Dorsey...Sun Music Co, 


Mark Warnow...... Circle Music 
Freddy Rich..... Melo-Art Music 
Teddy Powell. Harry Tenney, Inc. 
Horace Heidt..... Pilgrim Music 


Guy Lombardo.,..Olman Music 
Isham Jones.....Gem Music Co, 
Nat Shilkret..Nat Shilkret Music 


Berlin’s Good Faith 
Vindicated by Court 
On ‘Gone With Wind’ 


Suit brought by Fred Rose, Ed. G. 
Nelson and Hyman H. Zaret against 
Irving Berlin, Inc., in connection | 
with the tune, ‘Gone With the Wind,’ | 
was dismissed by Justice Samuel I, 
Rosenman in the N. Y. supreme 








court last week. The court ruled 
that Berlin's failure to publish the | 
threesome’s number with that title | 
did not involve any false or fraudu- 
lent misrepresentation, and that the 
publishing firm was within its rights 
when it shelved the Rose-Nelson- 


Zaret work for a number of the same 


title submitted 
idson and Allie Wrubel. 


later by Herb Mag- | 
| tract as 


Justice Rosenman pointed out in| 
his decision that any tune written | 


under the ‘Wind’ title had to be ap- 
proved by Selznick 


International, | 


whose deal with author of the novel, | 


‘Gone With the Wind,’ gave 
exclusive right to make musical ver- 
sons of the title for 
exploitation or any other purpose. 
Selznick declined to okay the Rose- 
Nelson-Zaret version, but did give 
the nod to the song that Magdison 
and Wrubel wrote. Under such cir- 
cumstances, held the court, Berlin 
showed good faith thronghout the 
transaction, nor did the defendants 
conspire to injure or destroy the 
value of the threesome’s property, as 
charged in the complaint. Gilbert & 
Gilbert represented Berlin at the 
trial. while Simon Goldman appeared 
for the three writers. 


ASCAP NEBRASKA 
DECISION DELAYED 


Lineoln, Nov. 14. 

Decision in the Anti-ASCAP case 
in federal court here has run into a 
snag. Heard by a three-judge court, 
the trio—Munger of Lincoln; Dono- 
hue of Omaha: and Gardiner of 
Kansas City h: unable to 
£et off cases at the they 
can go over the 

Both the state 
torneys filed briefs and 
fore Oct. 6, which was 
date set by the court. At the time, 
the court said it hoped to get the 
ASCAP case settled soon, because it 
had hung fire too long (since 1937). 

Although heard here, it is possible 
that the judges will hold their de- 
Cision confab in Kansas City because 
Gardiner the senior member of 
the trio. 


ve been 


Same time so 
findings. 
ASCAP. at- 
be- 


deadline 


ana 
findings 
the 


is 


Chas. Miller to NY. Jan. 1 


Music Corp. of America shifts of 
personnel will bring Charlie Miller, 
head of the MCA Chicago branch 
into New York permanently around 
Jan. 1. 


‘cing assignment. Maury Lipsie and 


Russ Facchine wil) head the Chi 
outfit. 
Russ Lyons, formerly with Con- 


Solidated Radio Artists, joined MCA 
Past Monday (14). No definite 
“lénment for him as yet; he'll alter- 
nate between the re N.-¥ 
ffice, 


as- 


ad and 


it the | 


interpolation, | 


Mrs. Bob Chester Ill 


Wife of Bob Chester is currently 
ill in a Dallas hospital of a strep- 
tococcus infection. She’s the former 
Edna Torrance, vaude performer. 
Pair were married recently while 
Chester's band was at the Hotel Van 
Cleve, Dayton. 

Band is now finishing a four week 
Stretch at the Adolphus hotel, Dal- 
las. 


PUBS’ PICKET 
FEARS IN N.Y. 
ALLAYED 








Executive council of the music 
contactmen’s union last week com- 
promised on another issue which had 
been raised in connection with con- 
tract negotiations between the union 
and the music industry. According 
to the latest version of the strike 
clause in the proposed pact, the chief 
executive of a firm may not only 
cross a picket line but he is free 
to carry on his business as he sees 
fit; but this waiver does not exempt 


him from being penalized by the 
union for unfair trade practices. 
Question of picket-line passing 


was about the only thing that agi- | 


tated music publishers when they 


| met last Wednesday (8) to consider 
sub- | 
Spokes- | 


ratification of the agreement 
mitted to it by the union. 


men for publishing firms controlled 


by film companies had expressed the | 


fear that if they accepted the con- 
it read the operation of 
their music holdings would be badly 
stymied in the event of a strike. Be- 
cause of his membership in the union 
the executive head of a firm would 
in such case be barred from enter- 


ing his office to function in an ad- | 


ministrative capacity. As the con- 
tract clause now stands, the em- 
ploying firm is required to stipulate 
by name who this executive excep- 
tion is to be. ; 

Publishers at Wednesday's gather- 
ing voted to let a special committee 


| straighten out the picket-line angle 


He'll be on a general serv- | 
| derstood that most of these are per- 


with the union’s executive council. 
The two groups got together Thurs- 
day night (9) and out of this palaver 


| came the compromise clause. On the 


following day each member of the 


special committee, excepting Lou 
Diamond, of Famous Music Corp., 
initialed copies of the revamped 


clause. Diamond wanted his lawyer 
to look the clause over and the lat- 
ter was immediately available. In- 
dications are that the con- 
tract will be printed by the end of 
this week and copies submitted to 
publishers for signature. 

Among the matters that the union 
intends to act on 
tracts are signed are those concern- 
ing the swapping of plugs between 
band leader-publishers and _high- 
pressure contacting by who 


union and 


union's 


aS soOn aS COne- 


writers 
are not members of the 
with whom songwriting is but a side 
Issue 


Petrilio’s Angle 
Chicago, Nov 


isdiction has a} 
Federation 


Question of isen 
between the of 
Musicians and the Contact Men's or- 
ganization, with indications at pres- 
ent that James Petrillo and the mu- 
sicians union board will not permit 
CFM members who are also song- 
pluggers, to join the Contact Men's 
group. 

Several 
started in the 
ers in the music offices. and as such 


jul 


Chicago 


song-pluggers originally 
business as piano play- 


are members of the musicians’ union. 


But now, according to the rule of the 
new song-pluggers union they can- 
not contact band leaders or radio 
stations unless they are members of 
the Contact Men’s union. It is un- 
fectly willing to have membership 
and pay dues in both unions. 
Chicago Federation of Musicians 
holding a board meeting on Thursday 
(16) to discuss this situation, and 
may make an exception to allow this 
dual allegiance on the part of the 
ong contact mer 


‘Wally Downey Returns 


| To Rio to Rep U.S. Pubs 





Wally Downey, after six months 


|\Rio de Janeiro over the weekend 
with renewed contracts representing 
almost every major music publisher 
for Brazil where he acts as their 
agent. Downey is trying to effect a 
merger of the two performing rights 
societies there, the Assn. of Brazilian 
Authors and Composers (comparable 
to ASCAP, with some 250 members) 
and the Society of Brazilian Authors 
of Theatres (latter more of a drama- 
tists group, but also claiming per- 
formance fees as a ‘grand’ right). 
The U. S. music man also acts as 
contact between SADIC (as the song- 
writers group is called) and ASCAP 
in America. 

Downey acts for Robbins, Feist, 
'Miller, Paramount, Famous, Berlin, 
' ABC, Ager-Yellen, Olman and others, 
The Warner Bros. music group 
‘handles itself through WB exchanges 
in Brazil, and Chappell and Shapiro- 





Bernstein maintain their own reps 
| there. 
| Downey will extend his repre- 


sentation to Cuba and Mexico next 
year, but first he produces an an- 
'nual festival filmusical in Rio, He 
made several pictures with Carmen 


stress came to Broadway. 





|U. S. music publishers and writers. 
} 


“OLD 97 CASE 


ENDS IN TOP 
COURT 








Washington, Nov. 14. 
of David Greves George, 


| Hopes 
| versati 


jauthorship of ‘The Wreck of the 


| Old 97,’ were wrecked Monday (13) | 


by the U. 
the highest 


S. supreme court when 
tribunal denied a writ 
of certiorari which George hoped 
would net him half of the profits 
collected by Victor Talking Machine 


jerker, 
! Ending an 11-year-old controversy, 
the high court refused to review the 
case. Apparently unconvinced by 
George’s claim that he immortalized 
the smash-up which occurred in 
1903, when a crack mail train of the 
Southern Railway jumped the rails 
in the Blue Ridge section of Vir- 
ginia, killing most of its crew 

In previous court squabbles it was 
pointed out that Ge not 
bring suit against the Victor people 
unti] 1928, many years after the 
sobby ballad had become popular in 
the South. Tune had been brought 
to the attention of the platter manu- 
facturers from a version composed by 


mraa aida 
rree -aia 


Henry Whitter, local minstrel of 
Fries, Va. Was turned over to Vic- 
tor by Vernon Dalhart, hill-billy 
warbler, in 1923, and sold more than 
1.200.000 records at a gross revenue 
of $475,486 and a net profit of 


$130,591. 


George, who claimed to have been 
a pump engineer on the Southern 
Railway in 1903. declared that he 
visited the ‘ene of the wreck id 
was Insy ed t the e ¢ ( 
the tune of ‘The Ship Tt Ne 
Reiurnec an old So ern favor- 
te Victor « I ly Was equ V 
sistent that the ballad wi ( 
cocter rv Fred Leé ey, ( tor - 
hand d Charlie Noell, local n 
ician of Danv lle. Va \ CoOl- 
laborated in composing and nging 
the song as early as 1904. 


Will Rockwell Wins Suit 
Over Lift of ‘Mammy’s’ 


Justice 
(9) 


court Peter 
entered 
Alley, Inc. 


with costs, 


Supreme 
Schmuck Thursday 
judgment for Tin Pan 
against Mammy’s, Inc., 
but with no additional allowances. 
The judge found that the plaintiff 
was not entitled to damages 

Tin Pan Alley, Inc., operates 
Mammy’s Chicken Farm on _ 52d 
street, N. Y., and the defendant op- 
erates at 50th street. In his decision, 
Justice Schmuck held that the de- 
fendant was guilty of intentional use 


a 


of the plaintiff's distinctive and 
popular catchword or name. 

Will Rockwell, ex-music publishe: 
eads Tin Pan Alley, Inc 


Miranda before the Brazilian song- | 


Brazil, Argentine, Uruguay, Para- | 
guay and Chile have their own per-| Protective Association will be ad- 
forming rights societies, each inde- | vised of a proposition from phono- 
pendent of one another, although the ; 8raph record manufacturers covering 
first two only rate importantly for | the matter of licensing discs for 


New Amateur Music Pub Co. Seen 
As Offset to Broadcast Music, Inc. 


l-Known | in his native America, flew back to. 


! 


‘ 


i 


| 
| 


| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 





Jonie Taps’ Added Jeb © 





Jonie Taps, professional manager | 
of Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., has | 
absorbed the contacting needs of | 
Skidmore Music Co., a_ subsid, as | 
part of his job. Nicky Campbell had | 
until the past week handled the pro- | 
fessional work for Skidmore. 

It was found that sufficient ma- | 
terial couldn’t be developed to main- | 
tain a separate staff for Skidmore. 





DISC MATTERS 
UP FOR TALKS | 
AT MPP.A. 








Albany, Nov. 14. 

International Songwriters Clear- 
ance Corp. has obtained a charter 
from the secretary of state to con- 
duct a music publishing business in 
New York City. The project 
capitalized at $10,000. 

Samuel Moanfeldt is the filing at- 
torney. 


is 





George Whiting, song writer and 
contact man, and Barney Young, who 
has just sold his Gem Music Co. to 
Isham Jones, are partners in this 
enterprise. It is their plan to ex- 
ploit the works of amateur song- 
writers, arrangers and speci:! ma- 
terial turned out by members of 
dance bands. They propose to give 
the writer 50% of all money col- 
lected for performing rights from 
members publishers of ASCAP to 
whom such rights have been 
signed. The ISCC also agrees to re- 
turn copyrights to its writer clients 
at any time they request them. 

Another motive cited for 


ase 


the 


| ISCC’s formation is to divert ama- 


Members of the Music Publishers 


broadcast purposes when they meet 
at the association’s office today 
(Wednesday). Also slated for dis- 
cussion is the proposal that the in- 
terpretive artists as represented by 
the Naional Association of Perform- 





ing Artists and the copyright own- | 
ers pool their interests in collecting | 


| a fee on phonograph records used in | 


coin-operated machines. 
Because of the time required to 
consummate a contract with the con- 


| tactmen’s union the MPPA member- 
| ship has been unable so far to talk 


over the phonograph record issue. 


| MPPA sentiment is overwhelming in 


| favor 


of an administrative alliance 


| With the NAPA on the coin-machine 


le railroad man who claimed | 


| stein is suing in N. 


question but some of the publishers | 
favor a divvy of a third for the pub- 
lisher, a third for the writer and a 
third for the interpretive artist in- 
stead of the 50-50 split asked by the 
NAPA. 


‘OBERSTEIN MUST GIVE 


Co. from sale of the popular tear- | 


SHAW PARTICULARS 


Eli E. OQberstein, formerly in 
charge of artists for RCA Victor, 
was ordered to furnish a bill of par- 
ticulars to Artie Shaw whom Ober- 
Y. supreme court 
for $30,000, within 16 days, Plain- 
tiff claims advice to defendant, and 
seeks $20,000 for the period of April, 
1937-May, 1938, and $10,000 
May, 1938-Dec. 31, 1939, 
ing 10% of the orchestra 
earnings during that period 

Shaw claims duress, stating that 
Oberstein threatened him with the 
loss of his RCA recording contract 
if he refused to sign, 


Cafeteria Dine And 
Dance Spot for B’way 


from 
represent- 
leader’s 


Fiesta Danceteria, combo dance- 


eatery, latter in cafeteria help-youn 

self style, opens next Tuesday night 
(21) on Times Square, New York 
Spot will have three bands on two 
floors, Teddy Powell's orchestra, Joe 


Marsala’s sn 
Cuban gro 


all unit. and Don Pedr« 


ip. Shep Fields was orig- 

inally mentioned but won't go in 
Spot will operate daily from 5.30 
p.m. to 4 a.m. and run a Saturday 
matinee beginning at 11.30 a.m. Door 


tap is to be 60c. per person evenings 


eat what you will and as much a: 
you like, from a layout in smorgas- 
bord style. Saturday mats the tap 


drops to 50c. per. 


Larry Taylor’s Accident 
jast 
his 


Larry Taylor, vocalist 
Charlie Barnet’s orchestra, 
and Buddy Fields, a music man, 
were injured last week when Tay- 
lor’s car crashed into a parked truck 


with 
wife, 


on the road to Paterson, N. J. All 
three were cut and bruised and the 
car was demolished. Truck was 


standing still in the center of the 
road and Taylor thought it was mov- 
ing. 

He was on his way to audition for 


a vocalist spot with the Johnny 

Magee orchestra, currently plaving a 

break-in stand at Donohue’s. Cedar 
i Grove, N J 


| templated and that additional 
|; Was required to work it out. 
| request was made by Louis Frohlich, 


‘tractor for 


teur writers and others from plac- 
ing their material with Broadcast 
Music, Ine., which was recently or- 
ganized by the National Association 
of Broadcasters as part of the latter's 
campaign to develop a_ bargaining 
instrument when dealing with 
ASCAP. 


Ask Court for Time 
In Which to Complete 
April (Shubert) Suit 


Plea was entered last week with 
the N. Y. federal court for a post- 
ponement of trial of the suit of April 
Productions, Inc., against NBC, CBS. 
WMCA, N. Y., and WOR, Newark, on 
the ground that a settlement is con- 
time 
The 








of general ASCAP counsel, who is 
defending the action for the per- 
forming rights society. 

The litigation, which has been 
hanging fire for over four years, con- 
cerns the broadcast use of ‘Yours Is 
My Heart Alone’ and ‘Will You Re- 
member?’ from Franz Lehar’s ‘May- 
time,’ ASCAP has certified the 
numbers to its users while Witmark 
was acting as the publishing agents 
for April Productions, Inc., a Shu- 
bert subsidiary. The Shuberts claim 
that performing rights did not go 
with the agency and are asking for 
an injunction, accounting of profits 
and damages, 


KAY KYSER’S BAND IN 
BOSTON WITH HIS PIC 


Kay Kyser’s band opens at Keith’s, 
Boston, with the orch’s RKO film, 
‘That’s Right, You're Wrong,’ on Nov. 
29 


There may be some attempt t 
book the band and film together in 
other houses, although general re- 
lease date for the entire country 
makes this feasible for only a few 
W e¢ k e 

American Tobacco K yse z 
sponsor, would like hir 1 ay 
Ne Y < YN ch i oHie¢ n 
future To that end Ky will not 
take the ¢ tanc sucee ive 

eek rathe alte } ¢ B 

eek out 1 w ee n r when 

ao corre Ip 


SAM TABAK WINS 


Former 802 Official) Gets Reversal 
By A.F.M. Board 

Sam Tabak, former official of 
Local 802, has been absolved by the 
executive boal a of American 
Federation of Musicians of 
that he had had unfair dealings 
H. Leopold Spitalny, musical 
NBC. AFM ruling 
stitutes reversal of a guilty 
dict by the local’s trial board. In- 
ternationai aiso rescinded the fine of 
$1,000 which the local had imposed 
on Tabak. 

AFM board did uphold the Joeal in 
one respect and that was the latter's 
dismissal of Tabak’s counter charge 
against Spitalny. It had to do with 

alary claim that Tabak had made 

inst Spitalny 


the 
charges 
with 
COT).- 
COne- 


a Vere 
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Inside Stuff—Music. 


Abner Silver, who should certainly know how, and Robert Bruce, a 
former MPPA employee, and now with Sigmund Spaeth, 
Senzgmart--2 songwriters’ service—have authored ‘How to Write and Sell 
a Song Hit’ (Prentice-Hall; $2.50). Spaeth did the foreword and both he 
and Bruce deftly slip in a little plug for their Songmart. Book contains 
the usual elementals in texts of this nature, a bit more elaborate and above 
the standard of some of the similar manuals put out by some of the music 
publishers; and again proves that instruction in how to click in Tin Pan 
Alley is best learned the hard way—the school of hard looks (from pub- 
lishers) and soft words (to plugs and the right contacts). 

The captious may look askance at calling Cole Porter an English song- 
writer (as his photo is captioned); the late Addy Britt called ‘Brett’; the in- 
cident anent Sam Coslow as a VARIETY cup reporter, for a brief spell, dur- 
ing World War I, although the anecdote didn’t happen exactly that way. 
Silver’s divers anecdota anent other Tin Pan Alley notables could have | 
been better. As part of the songshark chapter, Bruce gives his Songmart | 
the proper buildup. Probably most disappointing is the fact that Silver, 
who knows all the answers as a tunesmith, didn’t give this the authentic 
first-hand touch; too much ghostitis. 











Richard Himber orchestra, currently at the Pierre Hotel, New York, 
has a unique method of coming on the air for a sustaining inning and 
fooling listeners. Announcer begins with ‘It could be—’ then the band 
goes into theme tunes of Artie Shaw, Benny Goodman, Glenn Miller, ete. 
in succession, each preceded by ‘or it could be—’, 

Crew finally gets down to cases, plays its own theme and goes on from 
there. 





Publishers in the standard field report that arrangers whose services 


are much in demand have now got in the habit of asking not only for a| 


set fee but royalties on sales. That would mean paying a double set of 
royalties, one set to the creators of the original manuscript and another to 
the arranger. Arrangers of top standing in the popular field during past 
years have talked about entering into similar compensation terms with 
publishers but the idea never got beyond the wishful stage. 

RCA-Victor has been inquiring among New York music publishers as 
to whether they could expect the same royalty deal per tune that was 
allowed Columbia Recording, if they were to drop their Victor label from 
75c. to 50c. Columbia currently has a 12 per side arrangement for its half 
buck pressings. Victor has already dropped the price of its recordings sold 
in Canada to 50c. 








Two Decca Records directors boosted their holdings in waxed music 
concern in September, the Securities & Exchange Commission disclosed 
last week. Harold I. Thorp picked up two batches of 100 shares of common, 
increasing his holdings to 500 shares, while Milton A. Diamond exercising 
an option, acquired 1,666 shares, sold 400, and gave away 16. His net gain 
of 1,250 raised his interest to 7,221. 





Astoria Hotel, N. Y 

Lou Breese, Nov. 
Cleveland, 

Cab Calloway, Nov. 30, Municipal} Ina Ray Hutton, Dec. 23-Jan. 24, 
Aud., Kansas City; Jan. 15, New) Roseland B., New York, 
Grands B., Pittsburgh. laude Hopkins, Nov. 

Al Donahue, Nov. 
Bridgeport, Conn. 

Teddy Powell, Nov. 17, Waldorf- 


Band Bookings 


23, Hotel Cleve, 





19, Golden | 


B., Pittsburgh. 


Henry King, Dec. 2, Peabody 


. Hotel, Memphis. 














Joe Venuti, Nov. 30-Dec. 22, Rose- 
land B., New York. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Nov. 30, Roseland 
B., New York; Dec. 22, Czar Club, 
Cleveland. 

Ramona, Dec. 16, 
Hotel, Philadelphia. 

Mal Hallett, Dec. 3, Rainbow B., 
Freemont, Ohio; Dec. 23, 
| County C. C., West Orange, N. J. 
Glen Miller, Dec 15, Memorial | 
| Hall, Columbus, Ohio; 20, Mayer's | 
| Lake Park, Canton, Ohio; 28, Black- 
stone Hotel, Chicago; 29, Trianon B., 


Smack! Smack! Smack! 


A TERRIFIC NOVELTY 


I MUST HAVE 
ONE MORE 
KISS, KISS, KISS 


DOUBLE VERSION 
EXTRA CHORUSES 


Ritz-Carlton | 








| Cleveland. 
SANTLY-JOY-SELECT | Dick Stabile, Dec. 25, Baker Hotel, 
619 Broadway, New York | Dallas. 
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Band Reviews 








ANTHONY TRINI ORCH (7)_ 
/Show Bar, Forest Hills, N. Y. 

For many years, during the early 
development of commercial radio, 
Anthony Trini had one of the better 
known bands on the air. He broad- 
cast for years for Herbert's Diamonds 
aa other accounts, but hasn't been 
heard of in radio recently. The crew 
here is an abbreviation of his usual 
unit of 14 men, which just ended a 
|half-year run at the Emerson hotel, 
| Baltimore. 

As a dance band, this group shows 
| to poor advantage in this spot, es- 
| pecially on the heels of the swing 
| crews of Bobby Day, Eddie DeLange 
‘and Vincent Burns, each of which 
was larger and geared to current 
| tempos. Trini’s instrumentation— 
accordion, drums, sax, trumpet, bass, 
the leader at fiddle, and his brother 
Mike at piano—sounds un-hep to ears 
accumtomed to outfitsof at least four 
saxes, three brass, and three rhythm. 

Many of the numbers—which in- 

clude mostly current faves such as 
‘South of the Border,’ ‘Day In—Day 
Out,’ and ‘Crazy Moon’—appear to 
be faked: in fact, there was no music 
|on the stand used by the sax-clarin- 
etist, when caught, although this 
‘player handled much of the lead 
work. 

Trini essays an occasional vocal 
with average results. Gilbd, 





BOBBY BYRNE ORCHESTRA (14) 
With Jimmy De Palma 
Hotel New Yorker, N. Y. 


Byrne is the young trombonist 
who recently left Jimmy Dorsey’s 
orchestra and is now presented with 
a new band under the tag ‘Jimmy 
Dorsey Presents.’ The outfit that 
Byrne unveiled here as the ‘Band of 
the Week,’ replacing Paul Whiteman 
for one evening, is a musically solid 
outfit that prominently Stands out 
among the long list of new bands. 
Also its appearance on the stand, 
with Byrne up front, is impressive. 

Leader is a clean-cut young man 
who handled himself and outfit with 
poise for a first outing. He plays 
plenty of trombone, solo and with 
the group, and got off the few an- 
nouncements necessary here with 
ingratiating semi-shyness that added 
ito, rather than detracted from, the | 
|nice impression. His horn work is | 
solid at all times, playing ballad | 
| tempos with sureness and fine tone, 
and faster ones with little effort. 

This was the band’s first public | 
shot. It has made a couple of sides 
for Decca which haven't as yet been 
released. Comprised of four rhythm, 
four sax, two trumpets and three 
trombones, including the _ leader’s, 
| group is a smooth working outfit 
| that creates an urge to dance among 
listeners. Two trumpets and three 
| trombones tip off the fact that it’s 
not designed for driving swing. 
Nevertheless, it swings out with an 








|abundanee of drive on hot arrange- | 


ments, without, however, 
listening uncomfortable. 
Rhythm section is, 
la powerful factor, and it’s backed 
| by a smooth sax team and the ef- 
| ficient brass. Its style is somewhat 
similar to the old Dorsey Bros. out- 
fit and there’s an occasional dash of 
| Dixie tempo. Arrangements, how- 
|ever, are in modern style, every so 
| often bringing up one with the cur- 
rent leaning toward lead clarinets, 
for added smoothness. Jimmy De- 
| Palma handles vocals, doing a neat 
|}job when caught on ‘Smoke Gets in 
Abe Siegel, string bass, 
|does novelty vocals okay. 


making 





BILLING BATTLE 


Armstrong-Goodman Not in Groove 
Over ‘Swing Dream’ 











Louie Armstrong and _ Benny 
|Goodman, both of whom are in 
| ‘Swingin’ the Dream,’ which is set 
j}to preview Nov. 25-27-28, and open 
|} the 29th at the Center, N. Y., are 
| wrangling over top billing. Arm- 
| Strong threatens to pull out 
doesn’t get top name and Goodman 
ditto. 

Bud Freeman’s Summa Cum Laude 
|orchestra, which recently left a 
stand at Nick’s, in Greenwich Vil- 
| lage, N. Y., has been signed for the 
show and wil! work alternately with 
a small Goodman group. Don Voor- 
hees will direct the pit band. 

Goodman will record the show 
tunes for Columbia, and Freeman’s 
bunch and Armstrong will record 
them together for Decca, Armstrong 
working with the Cum Laudes, 


| 
| 
| 





as it should be, | 


if he| 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Nov. 11, 1939) 
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Network Plugs, § A.M. tol AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
|Monday through Sunday (Nov. 6-12). Total represents accumulated 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
| denotes film song, f legit, all others are pop. 
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On the Upbeat 


‘YESTERDAY'S HIT 
TODAY'S REQUEST 


Arthur Ravell succeeds Leon Prima 
in the Fountain Lounge of the Roose- 
velt hotel, New Orleans, this week. 

Don Orlando band at the Colony 
Club, Chicago, is being picked up 
twice nightly by CBS through] | 
WBBM. 





Henry Busse and Fats Waller | 
booked to play Pittsburgh’s annual | 
Cinderella Ball, swankiest affair of 
400 season, on Nov. 22. 


| 
| 
a | 
| 


as featured by 
Priscilla Lane in 


“The Roaring Twenties” 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
RCA Building New York 








Bob Crosby orchestra due back at 
tle Blackhawk cafe on Jan. 4, fol- 
lowing Bob Sanders band. 





Joe Venuti orchestra to Leon & 
Eddie’s, N. Y., Nov. 16, succeeding 
(Continued on page 61) 














A SWELL SWEET SONG 


HONESTLY 


Getting Bigger and Bigger Day by Day 
SANTLY-JOY-SELECT, 1619 Broadway, New York 























FROM NOW TILL CHRISTMAS—RADIO’'S MOST. PERFORMED HOLIDAY HIT! 


SANTA CLAUS IS COMIN’ TO TOWN 


LEO FEIST, INC. 


1629 Broadway, New York » HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mor. 


BEN GILBERT, Prof. Mgr. 
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VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS 








Agcy. License Brought Up Before 
Council; Indicate Future Changes 





Supposed inequitable clauses in 
the American Guild of Variety Ar- 
tists’ licenses to agents was brought 
up at a regular AGVA council meet- 
ing in New York Monday (13) by 
Alan Corelli, of the council, who's 
also with the Theatre Authority. 
Corelli stated that he had been ap- 
proached by several agents who had 
already signed the licenses and were 
seeking a clarification from the va- 
riety actors union. 

Discussion of the license took up 
much of the council confab, but it 
was finally decided to let the matter 
rest as is until the comparatively 
new organization gets around to 
promulgating a final set of rules and 
regulations governing its members. 
As yet, the AGVA has not finally 
decided upon working and minimum 
wage conditions, nor has it made any 
stipulations regarding commissions 
to be paid agents. 

Some of the talent reps who have 
already signed the licenses are now 
worried about the fact that these 
same licenses leave the way open for 
AGVA to set laws which may seri- 
ously affect their business, As 
pointed out by I. Robert Broder, 
lawyer, the license may give AGVA 
power to allocate territories where 
agents may or may not sell talent; 
fix commissions; give AGVA the 
right to decide on all contracts 
agents hold with AGVA members, 
even if they don’t concern strictly 
vaude and nitery engagements. 

It's reported now that a majority 
of AGVA’s council is willing to re- 
vise the license agreement to make 


it as equally favorable to the agents | 


as it is to the actors’ union. A con- 


ference with a representative group | 


of agents was said to have been sug- 
gested by Corelli, but this was put 
off until 
can lay its rules and regulations be- 
fore the talent salesmen and work 
from there. 

All AGVA-licensed agents last 
week received letters from the union 


asking ’em to forward copies of their | 


contracts to the organization for 
perusual and approval. Agents were 
also asked not to affix their signa- 
tures to any new agreements with 
AGVA members prior to an okay on 
the pact from AGVA. 


license, however, none of the agents, 
s0 far as is known, has thus far com- 


plied with these requests. 


Milw. Niteries Hitting 
New Low in Budgets; 


Chicago Agents Scram | 


Milwaukee, Nov. 14, 

Chicago agents who branched out 
into Milwaukee during the last year 
have gone back to the Windy City, 
Claiming local night club conditions 
have reached a new low. Due to 
conditions here now, most talent is 
of local origin and paid unusually 
low salaries. 

Sam Pick’s Club Madrid is on the 
verge of bankruptcy. 
which used Chicago acts, has 
trimmed its budget, while the Town 
and Country Club and the Miami 
Club are concentrating on home tal- 
ent. The Chateau Club remains open 


weekends and is the only spot to 
import: acts from Chicago through 
Consolidated Radio Artists office. 


Hotel 
shows 


Schroeder returned to floor 
vs this week, booked by the 
Music Corp. of America. Initial bill 
has Phil Levant’s orch, Garron and 
Bennett, Tung Pin Soo. 


AGVA DICKERING WITH 
MCA, PALMER HOUSE 


Chicago, Nov. 14. 

American Guild of Variety Ar- 
tists here is trying to work out 
agreements with both 
Corp. of America and the Palmer 
House, 

There have been complaints about 
the way performers at the Palmer 
House double from the Empire Room 
to private banquets, and also over 
the payment of double commissions 
by performers booked into the Em- 
Pire Room through Merrie] Abbott, 
Who has the exclusive on all Pal- 
mer House bookings. 





+ 





B.B.B. DOUBLING 


Judging Dog Shows and Working 
Niteries at Same Time 








B.B.B. (Bobby Berman) is visiting 
New York on his hon*ymoon, having 
been wed about four months to Pa- 
tricia Miller, a non-pro of Hollywood. 
On the trip east he was m.c. in a 
number of cafes, also acting as judge 
at dog shows, being an expert on 
canines, especially of the police dog 
variety, 

Berman is to act as judge in a 
| Westchester show during the visit 
| here, with a probable cabaret assign- 
| ment on the side. 


Weekend Vaude 
Up in Midwest: 











ACTS ON BICYCLE 


Fedal Between Rechester Nabes As 
Biz Hype 


Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 14. 

Saturday night vaude has done so 
well at the Madison, Schines will 
bicycle acts to Cameo in effort to 
pep up biz. Both are nabes. 

City Manager Louis Levitch books 
seven local acts and finds them more 
of a draw than giveaways and little 
more expensive. 


VAUDE - DANCE 
TOUR PLAN 
FOR NE. 


A group of non-showmen New 
Englanders is in New York currently 
trying to line up dat:. and talent for 
a one and two-night vaude-dance 
tour. Consolidated Radio Artists has 
been approached, but is asking them 
to put up a $5,000 cash bond before 
it will furnish any talent. Two CRA 
acts sought are the Dead End Kids 
and Glenda Farrell. 

Idea is to tour the show, plus a 
band, in auditoriums and arenas hav- 
ing stages at $1.10 top. After a tve- 














such a time when AGVA |} 


hour variety performance the seats 
/would be removed and the customers 
permitted to dance. When and 
playing theatres, there naturally 
would be no customer-dancing. 
Chicago, Nov. 14. Behind the venture is said to be a 
Weekend vaude in the smaller | Cc. Kantrowitz, Hartford business- 
towns around Chicago, particularly man, Samuel Fears, lawyer, and Moe 
through Wisconsin, Indiana and Ili- | Hammer, advertising penn ) 
nois, is on the increase, with Charles | Promoters state they alt eady have 
Hogan now booking five out-of-town | the ‘Little Old New York’ unit lined 
spots. up. Talent in this is chiefly made up 
io a s es + | of acts which appearec at the con- 
Hogan has wees yoo veuee mM | cession of that name at the New 
Green Bav, Kenosha, Elkhart, Ham- | : bag Ae 
ave York World’s Fair. They are Ann 
mond and Madison. 


It is understood that the Gregory 
circuit readying to return to a 
vaude policy in at least three of its| 
major towns in Indiana and may set} 


Atlanta Resumes 








rett and Smith, ‘che Tiny Rosettes 
(6) and Walter Powell’s band. 


1s 








if | 


In view of | 
the uncertainty of AGVA’s present | 


Tic Top Tap, | 


the Music | 


up a full route for 
bookings for shows and acts, 


Atlanta, to Reopen 


Atlanta, Nov. 14. 

Roxy, dark since July, will reopen 
Nov. 23, with vaudfilm according to 
| Robert R. Meyer, Birmingham hotel 
magnate, who owns house, which is 
part of the Henry Grady hotel. J. 
H. (Jimmy) McKoy, theatre operator 
of Wilmington, N. C.. has been named 
general manager of Roxy, with Jack 
H. Hodges, of Miami, ad manager and 


Roxy, 


consecutive | 


| 


} 


| 
| 





| 


| 
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ROSE RESTRAINT ACTION 
ON JOE HOWARD DENIE 


Plea by Billy Rose for an injunc- 
tion restraining 
from working at the Gold 
Ambassador hotel, New York, was 
denied in N. Y. supreme court last 
week (7). 
bassador’s room the following night 
(Wednesday ). 

Rose based the injunction plea on 
the run-of-the-show contract he had 


| James Thigpen as assistant. McKoy! ith Howard at the Diamond Horse- 


| was at one time city manager for 
| Paramount in Macon, Ga., and Miami. 
| 
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Of Local 802 on Theatre Dates Due 


To Exclusion of Protection Clauses 





CIRO’S BROKE 


Class N. Y. Nitery Files Under the 
Chandler Act—Owes $16,078 
Ciro’s Club of London, which 
Morris Green and Jerome Zerbe, 
formerly of El Morocco, N. Y., tried 
to put over at Central Park South, 
N. Y., has failed to click, and a vol- 
untary petition of bankruptcy was 
filed by the nitery in the N. Y. fed- 
eral district court. Petition, filed 
under Chandler act, offers a plan to 
pay creditors 20% 
over a period of 18 months in four 

installments of 5% each. 

Club lists liabilities of $16,078 and 
assets of $6,172. Wages of $1,064 are 
owed. 


AFA, State Ins. 


Fund Huddling 
On Com Divvy 














The American Federation of Ac- 
tors is said to be huddling with the 
N. Y. State Insurance Fund officials 
on ways and means for the former 
variety actors’ union to divvy up 
the coin sequestered in the AFA’s 
relief and death benefit funds. Esti- 
mates of the amount of money in- 


' volved range from $12,000 to $18,000. 


| Pennington, Chester Hale line, Bar- | 


| 


Ralph Whitehead, AFA’s exec- 
utive secretary, recently tried to 
gain a charter directly from _ the 
American Federation of Labor to or- 
ganize the circus workers, but was 
turned down. He’s reported now to 
be willing to dissolve the organiza- 
tion entirely. 

It’s stated the and 


that relief 


| death benefit monies will be divided 


Joseph E. Howard | 
Room, | 


Howard opened the Am- | 


shoe in the Paramount hotel. Court, | 
however, decided against the pact 


Roxy, formerly the Georgia (Lucas | when it was pointed out that it gave 


| & Jenkins) was reopened last year 

000 in remodeling and 

Since it closed in July 
| been completely renovated. 

Lucas & Jenkins’ Capitol, next door 

to the Roxy, abandoned 


shows for straight pies after 


its stage | to 
the | time as Rose gets a replacement for 


the right to cancel Howard 


Rose 


Howard, however, is continuing 


at the Diamond 
the Gold Room, such 


pending 


Roxy went dark in July. This house | him. 


managed by Earle Holden, has a unit, 
|‘Wake Up and Cheer,’ booked for 
three days starting Nov. 23, Manage- 
ment, at this time, is undecided as to 


| 


lits future policy, now that the Roxy | 


is resuming operation. 


N. Y. Par’s Shows Break 
In at Ritz, Newburgh 


In the future all stage shows 
| booked for the Paramount, N. Y., 
will be broken in at some nearby 
point, with the Ritz, Newburgh, 
N. Y.. a Par-Metro theatre, favored 
for a single performance’ before 


| opening on Broadway. 

| Newburgh house, operating 
| vaudeville many years, 

the best-equipped stage-show 
latres between New York 


with 
is 
the- 
and 
Albany. 


| 
| Jack Bertell in Chi 
| Chicago, Nov. 14. 
Jack Bertell of the Columbia Art- 
ists office in New York visited in 
Chicago last week to give an o, 0. of 
the general radio booking situation 
land confabbed with Al Borde, who 
is now repping Columbia Artists lo- 
| Cally. 
| In 
dates for 
midwest Berteil 
supervision with 
which is figured 
} sonnel to handle 





and nitery 
in the 


vaude 
Artists 
set radio 
the Borde office, 
io expand its per- 
the extra duties. 


addition to 
Columbia 


Phil Spitalny, Cailoway 
Dated for Par, Omaha 


| after Mever interests had spent $75,- | with two weeks’ notice, but didn’t 
renovation. | give the actor-songwriter the same 
house has | privilege. 


Horseshoe, doubling | 


Omaha, Nov. 14 

Phil Spitalny’s ‘Hour of Charm’ 
femme band has been booked for the 
newly-opened Paramount the week 
of Nov. 24. Cab Calloway’s orch 
| comes in Dec. 10. 

Spitalny show will be red from 
Hotel Fontenelle ballroom for regu- 
lar Sunday night broadcast Nov. 26. | 
John Gillin, WOW g.m., and Hugh | 


| Francis, 


one of | 


booking | 


local General Electric exec- 
utive, are handling arrangements. 

Paramount was recently reopened 
with vaudfilm policy at 55c top. 
Management (Tri-States Theatres) 
hopes to keep 3,000-seat house open 
all winter with stage policy featur- 
ing name bands. 


Stanley, Pitt, Resumes 
Stage Shows Friday 
The Stanley, Pittsburgh, resumes 
stage shows Friday (17) after two 
weeks of straight pictures. 


Theatre’s stage future, 


is uncertain. House may take an- 
other straighi-picture vacation in 
| mid-December last until after 


| Xmas 


week, at least 


RPE 


'from Neal 


among all AFA members in good 
standing up until the time that the 
Associated Actors and Artistes 


of their claims | 


of | 


America revoked the AFA’s charter | 


on charges of mismanagement 
brought against Whitehead. That 
would date the members back to 
mid-July and would involve prac- 
tically all performers in the organi- 


zation, meaning a melon to be di- 
vided among at least 4,000 members. 


Billy Burke, Acrobat, 
Killed in Auto Crash; 


+ 


| 
| 





| the 


All the major booking offices in 
New York that have studied musi- 
cians Local 802’s new contracts on 
band bookings in theatres have thus 
far turned them down. Union, which 
at first insisted that the show buy- 
ers use these forms, rather than 
their own, when dating bands for 
theatres, is now said to be willing 
to listen to reason. 


Union’s contracts, according to 
one major circuit attorney, are so 
ridiculous as to be ‘elementary.’ 


They contain no clauses giving the- 
atres protection on playdates. In 
other words, if using 802’s form, the 
theatre would have no protection 


against a band playing an opposi- 
tion house the week prior. Such a 
protection clause is in all theatre 


contracts, usually ranging from 30 
to 90 days prior to and after an en- 
gagement. 


Local 802’s contract also fails to 
stipulate that a theatre is absolved 
from any responsibility in the event 
an ‘act of God,’ strike, etc., prevents 
an engagement. Another missing 
factor is protection to theatres on 
getting a band’s original comple- 
ment of musicians. Pact, as it now 
stands, would permit an orch leader 


to hire an entirely new crew be- 
fore playing a date, without the 
house having a kickback. 

Reported that Paramount, which 


| plays bands week in and week out 


at its Broadway deluxer, has already 
huddled with Local 802 officials and 
persuaded the union to permit the 
theatre to use its own contract 
forms. Circuit is said to have told 
union that it would glad to 
include any riders within reason 
that the union might want, but that 


be 


| the union’s own contract forms are 


not suitable. 


Also stated that 
which has a similar 
Strand on Broadway, thus far has 
not gotten around to the union's 
contracts. WB is still using its own 
forms, but will probably take up the 
matter with the union this week. 

This is Local 802’s first attempt to 
get theatres to use its contracts in 
booking bands. 


Warner 
policy at the 


Bros., 


PARSONS UNIT SETS 


Agent Bendely Injured 


Chicago, Nov. 14. 

Billy Burke, of the comedy bar 
team of Kenny and Burke, was killed 
and agent Corinno Bendely serious- 
ly injured in an auto accident early 
Friday (10) on highway near Brooks, 
Ind. 

Act was 
play firemen’s when 
ded into transport truck 
escaped injury 


Cincinnati to 
> uto skid- 
3ud Kenny 


on way to 


how 


3endel\ formerly a member of 
the Three Theodore in he p i] t 
Rensselaer, Ind., in a serious condi- 
tion. 
Neals Divorced 
Detre¢ it Noy 14 
Mrs. Esther Neal, whose ex-police 


censor husband was convicted of fir- 
ing a shot at her two vears ago, was 
granted divorce last week from 
Edgar C. Neal Mrs. Neal 
awarded $5 for support 
daughter. 

Mrs. Neal, singer 
when he fired 
at her in a nitery here. 


a 


a week of 
estranged 
the shot 
Neal’s con- 


Was 


| viction in recorder’s court was later 


reversed by the Michigan supreme 


}ecourt because of remarks made dur- 


however, | 


Ed- 
now 


ing the trial by the late Judge 
ward J. Jefferies. Neal 
studying music in New York. 


1S 


Readhouse Burnes 
Milwaukee, Nov. 14. 
The Outers Ciub, roauchouse on the 
shore: of Lake Wissota near Chippe- 
wa Falls, was destroyed by fire last 
week, 


| 
was 


DATES UNTIL JAN. 11 


Sufficient 


been obtained by booker 


of dates ha 
Jack Curt 


1 the p.a. tour 


number ve 
1S 
to extend until Jan. 
which Louella Parsons begins today 
Hol- 


Columnist preems 


(Wednesday) with a unit of siz 
lywood fledglings. 
at the Golden Gate, San Francisco, 
following with a week at the Earle, 
Philly, opening Nov. 24; S‘ate, Hart- 
ford, Dec. 1; Hipp, Baltimore, Dec. 8; 
State, N. Y., Dec. 21; Capital, Wash- 
ington, Dec. 29, and .alace, Cleve- 
land, Jan. 5. 

Week of Dec. 15 is still open and 
tour may be extended beyond Cleve- 


land if dates are obtained as no other 
commitments appear in the to 
block it at the present time Miss 
Parsons getting a $7,500 guarantee 
a a percentage split, out of which 
he pays the members of the unit. 
Those accompanying the scribbler 
are Jane Wyman, Joy Hodges, June 
Preisser, Susan Hayward, Anne Shir- 


an and two p.a.s. 


ley, Ronald Reg 


Al Rosen On the Mend 


Al Rosen, manager of Loew's 
State on Broadway, is nearing com- 
plete recovery and planning to re- 


sume at the theatre shortly. 
His eyesight, affected after an op- 


;eration some weeks ago, is now 
virtually restored. 
Dallas Casualty 
Dallas, Nov. 14. 


lof 


The 25 Klub, opened in 1936, evap- 
orated Sunday (12) after three years 
various types of entertainment, 
from name bands.to variety acts, 

Abe Weinstein, manager, will open 
new spot, Bali Bali, the end of the 
month featuring grass-skirt tmos- 


It was operated by Claire Sweeze. | phere. 
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EMPIRE ROOM, N. Y. 


(WALDORF-ASTORIA) 


backing them up at supper. 

Besides the standard hokum| 
magico; the satire on the passionato | 
Brandwynne | ballroomologists; and their Edgar 
Bergen-Charlie fcCarthy routine, 
| they have a new number, a travesty 
on a bal masque, with demino, 
dance-card and all. The Hartmans 
possess a rich sense of comedy 
values and a keen eye to proper 
shading, accounting for their con- 
tinued preeminence in this field. 

Goodman, with Lionel Hampton, 
Ziggy Elman, Fletcher Henderson, 
Gloria Day. Louise Tobin and Toots 
|'Mondello featured, does his stuff 
| from 11 p.m. on to a $1 and $1.50 





The Hartmans, Nat 
and Benny Goodman orchestras, 
Benny Goodman, being tied up 
with rehearsals for ‘Swingin’ the 
Dream,’ due at the Center, and be- 
sides proving a better supper dance 
draw than at dinner, the Empire 
Room of the Waldorf has revamped 
its schedule. Nat Brandwynne’s 
smooth band now holds forth for the 
dinner session and Grace and Paul 
Hartman have been added for both 
dinner and supper. The Hartmans, 
with their satirical routines, are 
standards in the better grade niteries | 
sand hotel rooms and again evidence | 
that they're the right touch for this 
spot. 
Brandwynne was chosen because 
of his strong business in the Peacock 





holiday eves). 

Across the lobby, in the Waldorf’s 
Sert Room, Carmen Miranda with 
|Mario and Floria, ballroomologists, 
and Emil Coleman's orchestra hold 
!forth, latter due to be succeeded by 


have another routine with Goodman | 


couvert (latter Friday, Saturday and | 


ing size and now comes Schwartz | 
to shake the jinx by looking it} 
straight in the eye as if to say, ‘I’m 


COLOSIMO’S, CHI 


ir 
bh 


be suule, 


$$$ 


he persona! popularity of Tony and 
co-owners, and the compara- 


tiv ely elaborate floor Shows offered 


|calling it the White Elephant, so Chicago, Nov. 12. lin the downstairs Terrace Room. 
|what? That's a brave attitude, and| NTfsG., with Chiquita, Jack Prince, | Latter, built on tiers, has a capacity 
| costly, too, but it’s worked with cafe Sylpia McKay, Doris Dupont, Yvette jot 800. An added incentive is the 
owners such as Ptomaine Tommy's | Dare, Jerry Krueger, Joe Kirk, Jane street-level circular bar, atop which 
|here and The Fly Trap in Frisco, | Reynolds & Joe Enemic, Eddie. Jack | Snub Moseley’s six-man band jives. 
| both popular eateries, so why not for| @ “Betty, Colosimo’s Chorus (8), {This room can seat a total of 259. 


}a spot where everything is taken in 
a light miood?’ 
| However, it isn’t the name that’s 
| killing off the trade; rather it’s the 
lack of names. Floor show is just 
| run-of-the-mill. and atmosphere 
lacking. On night caught, one of the | 
(Election night, iF 


Frankie Quartell Orch, 


N.T.G. was heralded as arriving 
with a big and glamorous show full | 
st | of production and girls, but that’s an | 
S| over-statement, to say the least. 
Ilowever, more important is the fact 


tailored for the niteries, are wasted 


cries, | production, Yet it has more nite 
here. Her routine is similar to Nan 


club fun and actual boxoffice mag- 


| There’s never a cover on either level. 


| 
|of stale gags that have no continuity. 


Jackie Gleason m.c.s with a flock 


|When caught he had used one gag 


al 


so employed in the Burns and 


| Allen air show earlier the same eve- 


ni 


ng and was using a sequence of 


items unmothballed recently over the 


best in the year he’s doing a walloping business that < 

which means the town was high and | necessitates the ian the tape. 2!" by Red Skelton. Much of his 

dry until the polls closed at 7 p.m.)| N.T.G. hasn’t much of a show, but, stuff is unnecessarily blue. 

there were only three tables ten-! he does have entertainment after a! Four turns, in addition to Gleason, 

anted around midnight. fashion. He brings out a couple of comprise the floor show. Sharon 
Ann Sutter runs the show, at least} gals, gives ’em a thorough ribbing to | Harvey (New Acts) opens with neat 

what there is of it. Her talents,|the customers’ delight and calls it a| dancing on toes, followed by Helena 


| Martinez (New Acts), who goes sug. 


| gestive in two stanzas, 
rhumba and the second a 


the first a 


Blakstone’s and she’s picnty active 
in double entendre dittics and com- 
edy maneuvers. George and Eloise 
go in for forma! ballroomology that 
offers nothing new and plenty 
lacking. George throws a few 
imitations, strictly filler. 


is 
in 


Alley cafe of the Waldorf at the the Detiaress. — : Abel. Max Fidler’s crew achieves little 
cockstail dansants. He accomps The success. Intimate group trails off 
Hartmans in one set of dances. They WHITE ELEPHANT, L.A. | into instrumental solos which doesn’t 








| 








Los Angeles, Nov. 7. 
Ann Sutter, George and 


Max Fidler Orch (6). 





LORD & 
STEWART 


Tailors of Today— 
And Tomorrow 


LONDON: 19 Albemarle Street 
a PICCADILLY, W. 1 


NEW YORK: 660 FIFTH AVENUE 


A guy with a sense of humor like 
| Jack Schwartz deserves a better fate, 
Calling a night spot the White Ele- 
phant and emblazoning it with a 
sizable neon sign is certainly fiirt- 
‘ing with destiny. But Schwartz is 
doing just that, and with apparently 
dire results. 
| Some years ago it blossomed forth 
‘as Three Little Pigs, when Walt Dis- 
ney’s cartoom characters were quite 
‘popular, «nd thrived for a time. 
Then came a succession of changed 
management and new titles with the 
|same results. All laid eggs of vary- 


BACK AGAIN 


After ONLY Five Weeks 
































Quickest repeat engagement in the History 


of the Theatre for a Single 


JACK 
DURANT 


HEADLINING LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 
WEEK OF NOV. 16 








Thanks to MARVIN SCHENCK, SIDNEY PIERMONT, 


NAT KALCHEIM, PAUL SMALL 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS ACENCY 





Eloise, | 


|help any. Fidler 
but it’s not big-timey. 


BELVEDERE HOTEL 


(BALTIMORE) 


strokes and sings 


Helm. 


10. 
with 


Baltimore, Nov. 
Eddy Rogers Orch (10), 
Irene Janis and Joe Whelan. 





The swank spot of the town, the 
ing around to a dine-and-dance pol- 
icy for its main dining room. Off to 
a head start late last season with 
Eddy Rogers’ orchestra, public re- 
sponse was immediate and a repeat 
was in the bag. On the strength of 
his previous buildup and an entirely 
nleasing and workmanlike combo, 
Rogers is again drawing them in, 
with the ropes up almost nightly. 

Featuring a well-teamed quartet | 
| of saxes as the basis for ma arrange- 
iments, and utilizing tw trumpets 
and a three-piece rhythm ‘eactlan for 
the balance of his instrumentation, 
| Rogers pitches in with an occasional 
| fiddle to round it out smoothly. he 
|also contributes fairish vocal and 
| piano interludes and handles an- 
nouncements pleasingly. 
| Irene Janis, band’s vocalist, 
dles her stint easily. Looks 
j}and sells a song well. Another vo- 
|calist, Joe Whelan, assists with| 
| choruses, and occasional ditties are 

assigned various bandmen for good | 
| change of pace. 

Rogers has style, looks well and} 
gives indications of being a thorough 
musician. Should be able to fit into 
the more ambitious metropolitan set- 
up favorably.. Radio hookup via 
| NBC red network puts him on air 
twice weekly through WFBR here. 

Burm. 





good 


COLONY CLUB, CHI 


Chicago. Nov. 11. 

Cross & Dunn, Don Orlando Orch, 
Fernanda Canay Rhumba Orch. 

Strictly for the wine-poppers, 
here is strictly quality rather 
quantity. 
Dean have turned out an elegant 
room, in seating (about 300), decor 
and polish. It’s handled smartly, too, 
with absolutely no service during the 
running time of the single headline 
|} act, a factor that’s too frequently 
ignored in many another spot. 
' Cross and Dunn hold the enter- 
tainment portion in the current show 
and do their standard standout job. 
They have smart material, delivery 
|}and showmanship and are con- 
tinually sharpening their material. 
Do the old ones almost entirely by 
| request, with some of their standards 
remaining neat entertainment no 
matter how often heard, particularly 

‘Two Hamburgers for Madame,’ 
acknowledged as the Cross and Dunn 
| trademark 

Their 
‘Lydia, 


idea 
than 


‘Good Old 
the ‘Tattooed Lady,’ ‘You’re 
Over the Hill, Boys,’ ‘Only in the 
USA’ and ‘All American Traveler’ 
are standout numbers, nifty enter- 
tainment for a smart nitery crowd. 

Two bands here, with the No. 1 
orchestra being the Don Orlando ag- 
|gregation, a fine, up-and-coming 
| group of instrumentalists that proves 
a winner with dancers. Smooth in 
'its rendition of popular tunes, orch | 
/has played a number of class spots in 
| Chi, taking in the Chez Paree, Bon- 
Air and Colony Club in immediate 
| succession. 

Canay group is strictly for the 


Vaudeville,’ 





!rhumba fans and satisfactory. Gold. 





Belvedere has been a long time com- | 


han- | 


Sonny Beldstona and Nick | 


‘ 
netism than the over-dressed, ov *.| temple® 
stuffed shows that manage only to | 
bore the audience. 

N.T.G. does little. His routine pat- 
ter fits only occasional situations, bu 
audience at this show thought it 
great stuff. 
| Chiquita does a cape dance, Sylvia |} 


dance. 

Elaine Jordan (New Acts) is on 
next for three pop songs, followed by 
t | | Temple and Javin, conventional ball- 


(Continued on page 54) 























McKay also a cape terp and later one 

with a fan, and Yvette Dare does a\[/**T'he best booking office on 
parrot routine, with the bird yank- | é . 

|ing off a couple of important pieces the Pacific Coast.”’ 

| of costume. Ask the actor who has pl i 
Jerry Krueger swings a couple of s 1e actor who has played Ia this 
| vocals, Jane Reynolds and Joe Ene- | territory 

mic are jitterburgs with a typical 

} routine, and Doris Dupont turns in| f 

a wees little tap number. 

| Joe Kirk, a fugitive from a comedy | 

trio, is on his own and does comic 

impersonations and a running series | and Hts 

of monolog gags, but has a tough} 

| e making himself heard in an at-| ORIGINAL EASTERN CIRCUIT 
}mosphere of considerable hilarity | VAUDEVILLE 

created by N.T.G. Eddie, Jack and | 404 Orpheum Theatre Bldg. 
Betty are a standard rollerskating | SEATTLE, WASH. 
threesome with good stunts, winding | 














up with some comedy in whirling a} 
couple of audience plants. 

Jack Prince is a hefty singer with | 
plenty of tonsil power for baliads. 
Colosimo chorus turns in a set of, 
good production numbers to round 
;} out the performance. Quartell’s or- 
| chestra puts up with ev erything and 
manages to keep in time with the 
performers and dancers. Gold. 


| QUEENS TERRACE 


(WOODSIDE, N. Y.) 

Jackie Gleason, Temple and Javin, 
Sharon Harvey, Helena Martinez, 
Elaine Jordan, Vincent Burns (12) 
jand Snub Moseley (6) Orchs, 
| This is one of the most popular | 
spots on Long Island, due largely to 

















Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 











RUTH CRAVEN 


NOW APPEARING 


CLUB ROYALE, DETROIT 
Thanks—PHIL TYRRELL 
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FAMOUS FOR SHOW 
MIKE FRITZEL and JOE JACOBSON’S 


| CHEZ PAREE 


610 FAIRBANKS COURT Delaware 3434 CHICAGO 
| AMERICA’S SMARTEST THEATRE RESTAURANT 























JUST BACK FROM EUROPE 


CON COLLEANO 





LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (NOV. 
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STATE LAKE THEAT 


7 BALABAN «/KAT 


A BIG 


14,500.00 


WW VE 
Our Forty First Unit 
to play in the City 
of Chicago and 
John Balaban 
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Unit Reviews 





Benny Davis’ Stardust 


Revue | 
(LOEW’S STATE, N. Y.) 


4| 


Benny Davis, Denette & Dae, 
Rhythm Revelers, Mary Dooley, Fin 
Olsen, 
$ Chords, Ginger Manners, Betty 
Lou, Ruby Zwerling’s House Orch; 
‘The Women’ (M-G). 


| 





Benny Davis, per his annual cus- | 
tom. comes up with another array of | 
specialists for a picture house tour. 
Some of them glitter with future | 
promise, some don't, but in toto it’s | 
the type of unit that should please 
anywhere and everywhere. It has 
major selling points in youth and 
new faces, and enough of 'em smack 
over to carry their weaker side- 
kicks. 

Either by intent, or by accident, 
songwriter Davis has lined up most | 
of the unit’s strength on the distaff | 
side. Mary Dooley, featured and | 
progency of such former magical 
stage names as Johnny Dooley and 
Yvette Rugel; Marie Austin (New 
Acts), Betty Kean and Betty Lou are 
the skirted clickos. This doesn’t en- 
tirely negate the boys, but the bal- 
ance of future promise does lean 
heavily towards the chickadees. 


The No. 1 boy is Fin Olsen, an ec- 
centric dancer whe is on rather 


briefly, starting with a screwball 
song. He evidences plenty of latent 


talent, but it needs development. 
Four Rhythm Revelers (New Acts) 
comprise a harmonica quartet of 
boys. They're just fair musically, and 
work much too hard. Same goes 
double for the Three Chords (New 
Acts), boys who simulate musical in- 
struments, 

Miss Dooley is given only two 
songs and establishes herself quickly. 
Tutored by Aileen Stanley, once a 
top story-songster, the Dooley-Rugel 
offspring denotes ability for that 
type of number, but only her open- 
ing, ‘Cuban Cabby,’ is somewhat along | 
these lines. She'll go farthest with} 
specialized material and should | 
work along those lines, although her 
delivery of ‘Over the Rainbow’ indi- 
cates an aptitude also for straight 
song selling. She’s cute, pint-sized, | 
around 18, with a very winning per- 
sonality. Miss Austin is another in| 
the sock personality class, uncorking | 
a shouter type of song delivery | 
mixed with a 10th avenue manner. 
She’s the type that could spotlight a_| 
band, as well as rate solo spotting in- 
a nitery. Miss Kean is slightly less | 
on the whammo side, but still okay | 
in her eccentric dancing, while Betty | 
Lou is a definitely sock somersaulter, | 
esvecially with her turnovers on a} 
table. She’s strictly a specialty, but | 
of a high order, doing a very diffi- 
cult trick in her one and a half, full- | 
twist somersault without the use of 
her hands. 

On the weaker side are Denette | 
and Day (New Acts), novelty danc- | 
ers, and Miss Manners, comedy sing- | 
er, who also gets important billing. | 
She’s not new and apparently hasn't | 
improved much since last getting into 
the New Act files through an appear- 
ance at Leon & Eddie’s N. Y. nitery. 
Her routine is a noisy screwball af- 
fair, but so much so as to be pretty | 
much incoherent. She’s not doing | 
exactly right by Harold Rome’s| 
‘Sophisticated Lou’ song. | 

Unit’s windup is Davis’ standard | 
* ..and then I wrote’ such-and-such a | 
song routine. It’s okay for his own 
spot, but his earlier omnipotence 
during the other performers’ spot- 
lighting, especially with the Austin 
girl, isn’t such a good idea. 

Unit moves pretty fast within 60 
minutes. Biz opening night was 
good, despite the fact that Metro’s 
‘Women’ had quite a first-run at the 
deluxe nearby Capitol. Scho. 


HELLZAFIRE 


(STATE-LAKE, CHICAGO) 
Chicago, Nov. 11. 
Orch (12), Rex 
Roy Paige, Winn 
Twins, Murray and Fayne, Buddy 
Green, Dolly Bell, Four Buster 
Browns, Hellsafire Chorus 
‘Nancy Drew’ (WB). 








Benny Meroff 
Weber, Ken and 





This is a money show from every 
angle, full of entertainment for all 
audiences. It’s one of those goofy set- 
ups in which anything can and does 
happen, and which permits no sleep- 


ing by the customers. Show’s title | 


and deportment, however must 
stand comparison with the Olsen- 
Johnson ‘Hellzapoppin’, current at 
the N. Y. Winter Garden. 

Show is backed by a fine crazy- 
quilt set in which the Meroff band 
plays throughout the performance. 
Meroff himself is on almost through- 
out, and besides clowning and lead- 
ing the orchestra, turns in his own 
one-man variety show bit in addi- 
tion to a couple of quick comedy im- 
personations. 

Meroff rates as a good billing 
mame on his own, through his work 
in vaude and presentation houses in 
addition to his radio build-up as a 
dance band. He works hard and 


| in the show. 


(8); | 


keeps the pace of the show at a gal- 
lop. 
Topping with Meroff, and the big- 
gest click of the performance, is Rex 
Weber, with his dummyless, ventri- 
loquial routine. He scores power- | 
fully with his closed-mouth singing 


'and then tops that with a dynamite 
Marie Austin, Betty Keane, ! rendition of ‘Brother, Can You Spare! Jey, Bede Fiddler, Helen Mann, Dor- 


a Dime?’, one of his specials. Winds 
up by using femme partner as live 
dummy for ventriloquial warbling 
finale. Had to beg off when caught. 

Excellent knockabout turn is Ken 
and Roy Paige, with the smaller of, 
the two taking some unbelievably | 
tough falls, yet failing to crack up. 
There’s much clowning between the 


| two but it’s paced and handled skill- 


fully so that it never becomes tire-, 
some. 

Winn Twins are a fat man and a 
midget who wander in and out of 
the show for occasional comedy bits. 
Murray and Fayne are a man and 
woman comedy and singing team. 
Dolly Bel) contributes a fine control | 
and acrobatic dance specialty and 
Buddy Green comes through with a 
series of neat impersonations. Four 
Buster Browns are femmes with 
solid acro dance stuff both as a quar- 
tet and in challenges. 

Throughout the show are spotted | 
many comedy tricks and bits, with 
much audience plant stuff to keep 
the action at a fast pace and proving | 
splendid comedy novelty. Unit is 
decidedly different when compared | 
with the ordinary run-of-the-mine | 
type which has been offered around | 
for the past few years, and on this | 
show’s general novelty and laugh 
presentation, figures as a genuine 
item for entertainment and coin. | 

Business great here at the last | 
show Friday (10). Gold. | 


| 


FOLIES BERGERE | 


(SHUBERT, CINCY) | 
Cincinnati, Nov, 13. 
Fred Sanborn, Emile Boreo, Har- 
old and Lola, the Briants, Shyretto 
Trio, Corinne, Di Gantanos, George 
Bruay, Tito Valdez, Vera Nargo, 
Xenia, Shaltenbrand, Gertrude Hoff- 
man Ballet Girls (12); ‘Too Busy to 
Work’ (20th). 








Standard of stage fare, far ahead 
of that for same period last year, 
sets a new high presently with 
Clifford C. Fischer’s Continental Re- | 
vue, which has quantity. quality, | 
speed, scenic and lighting flash. Run- 
ning 70 minutes, it’s daring, yet with | 
a taste that diminishes vulgarity. | 

Production and tableau numbers! 
stack up with those of many $3.30 
musicals. Same goes for looks of | 
the 30 or so femmes, including 12) 
Gertrude Hoffman ballet girls. | 

Shyreito Trio, first specialty act, 


| has two men and a woman, who are 


topnotch at difficult and 
bicycle and unicycle work. 


comedy | 
Harold 


| and Lola register with a snake dance | 


and the Di Gantanos go over in ball-} 
room dancing. Emile Boreo, as al- 
ways is surefire at singing, scoring 
particularly with his familiar} 
Chauve Souris dance specialty and 
one of his standard specialty tunes. | 

Liveliest funmaker is Fred San-} 
born, artist of facial makeup and} 
mugging. He’s also plenty allright | 
at clowning on a xylophone. Charies 
Lawrence neatly straights for him. 
The  Briants. tramp knockabout 
team, are still dependable in hold- 
ing up their comedy end. They re- 
cently replaced Franklyn D’Amore 


| Standees for tonight’s 
{ supper show, a rarity here. 


(Monday ) 
Koll. 





War Activity Peps Nite 
Life in St. John, N. B. 


| St. John, N. B., Nov. 14. 

The sudden shift from peace to 
war has pepped night life in this sea- 
|} port community. 

With a deluge of 
Sailors being ‘rained here for 
seas service and home defense, and 
recruiting continuing heavily, night 
spots and danceries have been get- 
ting much better play than usual. 








Frank Matthews Bkpt. 


Frank Matthews, ex-actor, who op- 
erated a ham-and-eggery at 43 West 


52d street, N. Y., has filed a volun- | 


tary petition of bankruptcy in N. Y. 
federal court. 

He lists assets of $1,000 (insur- 
ance), and liabilities of $10,871. 


OZZIE NELSON’S DATES 


Ozzie Nelson’s orch starts a tour 
of Brandt theatres tomorrow (Thurs- 
day), prior to four weeks at the 
Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans, be- 
ginning Dec. 21. Harriet Hilliard 
will work with the band in its the- 
atre dates, but will not go to N. O. 

Crew returns from the south to 
the Top Hat, Jersey City, where it 








has been playing for the past month, | 


' for an indefinite stay. 


| 
soldiers and 
over- | 


| Saranac Lake 


| By Happy Benway 
| Saranac Lake, Nov. 14, 
Among those at the Will Rogers 


that are on the ozoning routine are 
Ann Comerford, Marion Cannon, 
Edna Ball, Hazel Smith, Margo Meri- 
dith, Patricia Wallace, Bina West 
Rogers, Margaret Kinsella, Kitty 
Horan, Jean Ryan, Maxine Miller, 
Rose Karp, Martha Gill, Carole Hart- 


othy Mieghan, Dorothy Newcomb 
Ryan, Helen Arlund, Marie Broom, 
Agnes Orr, Earl Hedding, Charles K. 
Daley, Karl Kern, William Chase, 
Mickey O'Shea, Tudor Cameron, 
Richard Moore, Theodore Graff, Her- 
bert Elder, Allan Crane, Hap Ward, 
Jr.. Ben Schaffer, Michael Cojohn, 
Sidney Grill, Lee Ringler, Beatrice 
Lee, Eddie Vogt, Eddie Dowd, Jack 
Edwards, Frederick Esslinger, Max 
Smallens, Milton Weeks, Paul Dean, 
John Louden, Samuel Putnam, James 
Meehan, Eddie McDonald, Russell 
Speights, Margaret Newell, Isabelle 
Rook, Miriam Hirsch, Cliff Heather, 
Inell Gillory, James A McCullough, 
Grace MacDonald. Among the down- 
town airers are Russ Kelly, Chris 
Hagedorn, Harry and Charles Bar- 
rett, Marion Green, Joseph McCar- 
thy, Ray Ketchem, Catherine Kee- 
nan, Arthur Alverez, James Haeg- 
ney, Alice Carman, Helen O'Reilly. 

Local Art and Theatre Guild hold- 
ing shorthand and knitting classes 
at the Will Rogers, with a lot of 
takers. 

Hap Ward, Jr., is on» year older. 
Got a pair of skis for a gift, but no 
can use. 

Finley Witherspoon, producer of 
amateur shows of other days, and 
Dovey Smith married. 


If you happen to hear these songs | 


over the air, ‘Somewhere i Heaven,’ 
‘There's a Jack for Every Jill’ and ‘I 
Want Bells for Christmas,’ they were 
written by Eddie Dewd, a Will 
Rogers successful ozoner, and Bryce 
Lavign. 


Con Davis (and McCarthy) is do- | 


ing an ozoning bit at Tupper Lake 
Vet sanatorium. 

A. B. (Tony) Anderson, manager 
of the local Pontiac theatre, narrow- 
ly escaped serious injuries when his 
car did a complete somersault after 
skidding. Received minor cuits. 

Harry Welch, the Fopeye of the 
airwaves, mitting the gang and hello- 
ing friends between dates. 

Thanks to Mrs. Jess'ca G. Navin 
of Schenectady, for that carload of 
books. 

John F. Grimes, local correspond- 
ent for Syracuse Post-Standard and 


ex-theatre p.a., became the husband | 


of Grace Castle. 
Write to those you know who are 
ill. 


e015 YEARS AGOece 


(From Variety) 











Jack Dempsey’s gross draw at 
Loew’s State, on Broadway, 
| $41,000, eclipsing the former record 
set by Eva Tanguay by over $12,000. 


| Walter Hampden’s $38,000 advance 
in Philadelphia, with ‘Cyrano de 


Bergerac,’ was the biggest -to be re-| 


corded in the Quaker City for a legit 
attraction. 





Refused by the big-time booking 
meetings when submitted at $400 
weekly, Cliff (Ukelele Ike) Edwards 
survived that setback to realize 
eventually $38,000 for 38 discs an- 
nually, $800 weekly at the Parody 
Club, N. Y., and $500 weekly to play 
with the Astaires in ‘Black-Eyed 
| Susan’ on Broadway. 

Ruth Chatterton, in ‘The Magnolia 
Lady,’ Pittsburgh, made her 
in musical comedy. Production was 
only mediocre. Other players were 
| Ralph Forbes, Skeets Gallagher and 
|} Minor Watson. 


| New York indie exhibs were going 
|} after Loew's, charging ‘freezeout’ on 

product before Federal Trade Com- 
; mission. 





‘He Who Gets Slapped’ was fine 
screen entertainment, opening at the 
Capitol, N. Y. 
{were Lon Chaney, Norma Shearer 
j}and John Gilbert. Victor Seastrom 
| produced. 


AILS’ PRODUCTION CO. 


Columbus, Nov. 14. 
Formation of a company under the 
| name of Roscoe Ails Productions, 
| Inc., to engage in producing shows, 
has been anounced here. 
| The company has been issued a 
|charter by the state of Ohio, with 
| an authorized capital of 250 
|} no par value common stock. 





shares 


| 
| ducting from 





was | 


debut | 


Heading the cast! 


——" 


 —- 








| 


New Acts 





BOB ZURKE and ORCH (14) 

| Featuring Claire Martin 

Paramount, N. Y. 

| Bob Zurke, ‘the old tomcat of the 
| keys,’ or, to use an alternate caption, 
!‘and his Delta rhythm,’ labors under 
a mess of billing, but no matter how 
you slice it his is a sock band. Zurke 
| was formerly the 
of Bob Crosby’s organization, spark- 
| plugging that combo until deciding 
to step out on his own, 


the outstanders in the business, and 
manifests it plenty during his cur- 
rent stay at the Broadway Para- 
| mount. The presentation properly 
| spotlights his trademarked digits on 


EVERETT WEST 


| Tenor 
| 10 Mins, 


As a pianist-arranger he’s among | 


|/a miniature piano keyboard via a/} 


radium-paint effect. The maestro 
himself cuts up fancifully with his 
recorded arrangements such as ‘Hob- 
'son St. Blues,’ ‘Honky-Tonk Blues’ 
and a medley of pops. Latter is 
smoother, a smart idea for contrast, 
wherein the stately Claire Martin 
steps forth with the vocals, notably 





‘What’s New?’ and ‘That Old Feel- 
ing.’ 
Zurke has been developing his 
team of 14 (six brass, four reeds and 
four rhythm including himself con- 
the ivories) so that 
he’s prime now for stage, air, 
recording, etc. He's had all these 
already, and on his Broadway show- 
casing manifests strong potentialities 
' for theatres, besides the basic dance 
| work, Abel. 





| 


| MARIE 
Singing 
6 Mins. 
Loew’s State, N. Y. 

This pint-sized femme appears a 
| perfect fit for an up and coming 
| band or a solo spot in a nitery. She} 
|} has an excellent song delivery of the | 
shouter type, plus a personality. How 
far she’ll go depends on how she’s 
handled. 

The three songs she does here in 
Benny Davis’ new unit fit her style} 
nicely. They're ‘The Man With the} 
Mandolin,’ ‘Comes Love’ and ‘Ex- 
actly Like You,” latter as an encore. 
She has the knack of giving the tunes 
a story angle and a low-down style 
that suggests 10th avenue, but the 
sunny side of the street. 


Was the unit’s applause standout 


AUSTIN 


the night caught. Scho. 
JEANNE FRANCIS) and JERRY | 
GREY } 
Dancing 
5 Mins, 
Music Hall, N. Y. 
Dance routine of Jeanne Francis 


and Jerry Grey is distinctly different. 
It does not belong in the coal towns. | 
in beer halls, or on a carnival lot. 
Using a surealistic tree setting, the | 
girl is wound around the trunk. She 
yields slothlike to her partner and 
then, in a routine along jmpression- 
istic, symbolic lines, clings to his 
body greedily as the dance I!s per- 
formed. Her work calls for consid- 
erable contortion. Some unusual 
poses are attained Char. 


ELAINE JORDAN 
; Songs 
8 Mins, 
Queens Terrace, Woodside, N. Y. 
This torchy blonde sings four 
numbers in a powerful soprano that 
puts an end to table conversation. 
She has good individualized arrange- 
ments, but suffers from a_ tendency 
to let the last note of each phrase 
trail off in a downward slur, which 
|detracts from an otherwise fairly 
| solid vocal attack 
Initial ditty is ‘Comes Love.’ fol- 
lowed by a swing version of ‘Wan- 


| radio, 


A | the 
planist-arran°er | 


Paramount, N, Y. 


West is heralded as a feature of 
the Al Pearce Gang on the air and 
as such seemingly recognized. Sans 
radio intro he’s a clicko tenor 
although inclined to overstay his 
welcome albeit not strictly forcing 
it. However, he does too much. He's 
also inclined to affect an awkward 
stage presence, one of those feet- 


| . . 
| apart stances which isn’t exactly a 


showmanship nicety although 
sumably assisting him in 
those top tenor notes. 
Opens with ‘South American Way.’ 
then ‘Goodnight My Beautiful’ 
which he medleys with ‘Wonderful 
One,’ thence ‘Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling,’ announced as a_ personal 
favorite, and another encore with a 
medley of ‘Dark Eyes’ and ‘Two 
Guitars,’ also heralding both these 
Russe traditionals as being personal 
favs. That’s a wide gamut and an 
unusual parlay of tunes for a pop 
tenor. 
On 


pre- 
hitting 


the credit side, the ledger is 


| dominantly in West's favor, ranging 


from personal performances to audi- 
ence reception. No denying his 
effective voice and his engaging 
front, nor the fact that they eat up 
almost everything he gives them. 
However, he should cut down a 
number or two; minimize the manner 
of using his hands in concert- 
platform  gesticulation, and = also 
watch that stance. 

Like the average good singer from 
the air these days West seemingly 
can go into presentation houses, cafe 


floors and even the concert stage 
| with equal facility. Abel. 
THREE CHORDS 

| Imitations 

10 Mins. 


Loew’s State, N. Y. 

This three-boy combo, which vo- 
cally mimes musical instruments, are 
similar to other established acts, but 
not quite as good. And what they 
have they deliver in too frenzied a 
style. 

Like their predecessors, these boys 
do takeoffs on bands whose signa- 
tures have become widely known via 
Artie Shaw, Clyde McCoy, 
Guy Lombardo are imitated just 
enough to give the audience some 
reason to applaud. They're better, 
however, when they merely act 
themselves. One boy is at a baby 
upright, but joins into the vocal 
acrobatics with the two who are at 


| the mike. 


Audience liked them 
milking by Benny Davis. 


with some 
Scho. 


SHARON HARVEY 
Dances 
6 Mins. 
Queens Terrace, Woodside, N. Y. 

A sound knowledge of ballet is put 
to good use by this attractive brunet, 
who has built two modern routines 


on the venerable terp form. 


Her opener consists of semi-tap- 
ping on her toes in black velvet 
pants and white coat, concluding 


with very fast toe spins. 


Costume change to black chiffon 


| gown with gold girdle ushers in ex- 


cellent turns around the dance floor, 
followed by pirouettes on one foot 
and a fast spin for a solid exit. This 
Is an unusually highbrow act for a 
nitery of this type, but Miss Har- 
vey delivers with enough class and 
assurance to win audience approval 
Gilb. 


| FOUR RHYTHM REVELERS 


dering Minstrel,’ which segues into | Harmonica 
‘Little Buttercup.’ ‘Donkey Sere-!5 Mins. 
nade’ and ‘South American Way’| Loew’s State, N. Y. 
. . ] 
complete the act. She dresses at- There’s very little to place these 
apa ra a ‘ ‘ ‘ 

tractively. Gilb | boys apart from many other har- 

— monica blowers, except their over- 
| . on . q themcelves 
| DENETTE AND DAY empl asis. They push themselves 


| Novelty Dancing 
|4 Mins. 
| Loew’s State, N. Y. 
In the old vaude days this would | 
have been a nice little act for the| 
family time. It doesn’t seem to 
measure up for big-time theatres. 
Young mixed team tap drumsticks 
on chairs and floor and dance at the 
same time. Then the boy does ‘Tea 
| for Two’ with his fingernails, not too 
| good for an audience and probably 
even rougher on manicurists. Wind- 
up has the girl holding tom-toms 
and wearing a cymbal on her head, 
with the boy drumming on them as 
they dance off into the wings. Scho. 





| HELENA MARTINEZ 

Dances 

7 Mins, 

Queens Terrace, Woodside, N. Y. 

Small and Latiny, Miss Martinez 
frankly puts the emphasis on sex in 
both of her routines. The _ initial 
| Stanza is a rhumba, done in the usual 
white, many-shirred skirt. 

Second number is a temple dance, 
consisting principally of writhing in 
a scanty red veil around a flame in| 
| a copper bowl. After some adulatory | 
| terping, she does a quick strip to a} 
G-string and net brassiere for some | 


| torrid bumps. Gilb. 








much too hard for a musical quartet 
with the result that their efforts are 
all out of proportion with thei 
music, 

Did two numbers in this show, first 
a college medley and then a foreign 
tune that could have been eithet 
Russian or gypsy. Not enough orig- 
inality in their delivery or music to 
indicate much promise in the acts 
present format. Scho. 


JACK WILLIAMS 
Dancer-M.C. 
Paramount, N. Y. 

Jack Williams is introduced by 
Bob Zurke, the current band at- 
traction at this house, as ‘seven feet 
of rhythm.’ He’s almost all of that, 
a long, rangy tapster whose height 
however, doesn’t make him appeat 
too awkward. 

Working in dinner jacket he does 
the accepted legmania plus some 
wrinkles of his own with finesse and 
showmanship, throwing in a ‘Snake 
Charmer’ dance routine, besides 
dipping in and out of the presenta- 
tion to officiate as m.c. 

He manifests extra values in han- 
dling the introductories well anc 
with authority, which should furthe! 
assist young Williams for rostru! 
and cafe floor engagements. Abel. 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 





Robert Landrum, Jeanne Francis 
and Jerry Grey, Betty Bruce, Hilda 
Eckler, Nicholas Daks, Glee Club, Bal- 
let Corps, Rockettes, Music Hall 
Symph Orch under direction of Erno 
Rapee; ‘Ninotchka’ (M-G), reviewed 
in Variety, Oct. 11. 





Leon Leonidoff again clicks with a 
four-part show bearing the title of 
‘Tempo.’ Running only 33 minutes. 
so that extra turn over for ‘Ninotchka’ 
(M-G) may be attained, Leonidoff’s 
rostrum presentation is highly enter- 
taining support for the picture. 

An impressionistic dance billed as 
‘Jungle Serenade,’ with music by 
Debussy, opens the stage display. 
Jeanne Francis 
(New Acts) herein are the prin- 
cipals. 

With Robert Landrum at sidestage, 
singing ‘Rockettes in a_ Row,’ 
especially written by Paul McGrane, 
the Rockys do a routine which em- 
ploys the new light filter here, pro- 
ducing instant changes in the color 
of the costumes, Extraordinarily ef- 
fective lighting by Eugene Braun, 
again with the filter, is used in the 
closing scene. 


Taking down their hair, the all- | 
male glee club goes collegiate, with |< 


one of the men acting as m.c., the 
whole mood of the turn being in a 
lighter groove. Betty Bruce is 
woven into the number, doing a tap 


to vocal collegiate background, and | 


scores nicely. 


Ravel’s ‘Bolero’ brings the show to 
a forceful and pictorial close. Hilda 
Eckler and Nicholas Daks, regulars 
here, provide symbolic dancing, 
while the Rockettes and ballet corps 
are combined for a line that forms a 
big U. The cluster they form in the 
center of the stage at one point at- 
tests to the skillful staging. Florence 
Rogge set the routine. Shar, 


— 


EARLE, WASH. 





Washington, Nov. 12. 
Dagenham Girl Pipers, Lydu Sue, 
Bob Ripa, Patricia Norman, Gene 
Sheldon, Georges and Jalna; ‘Eliza- 
beth and Essex’ (WB), 





Leaving the marquee decoration to 
the picture, house is concentrating 
on vaude that balances the pic’s 
heavy drama and still pleases a pre- 
dominantly class audience. 
presented as an ‘International Revue,’ 
represents most consistently 
acts offered here in months, 
though show begins and ends spec- 
tacularly, most of it is presented as 
straight vaude with the house 
maestro m.c.ing over pit mike. ‘In- 
ternational’ angle is worked in by 
spotting the supposedly representa- 
tive acts from those nations. 

Dagenheim Girl Pipers, who rated 


plenty publicity when they were re- | 


ceived at the White House by Mrs, 
Roosevelt day before opening, lead 
off by parading from rear lobby 


down center aisle, four blowing bag- | 


pipes, two rolling snare drums, one 
walloping bass drum and another 
twirling baton. Gals blare through 
several traditional Scotch airs and 
wind up with ‘Swanee River’ and 
“Yankee Doodle.’ Music is just a lot 
of racket and no attempt is made to 
swing it. Their highland fling, done 
straight, and military marching, with 
emphasis on keeping straight lines 
and nuts to giving ’em the old smile, 
also is out of the groove. 
plaid costumes, trick baton-twirling 
solo, bass-drum specialty and general 
novelty of bag-piping, however, get 
across what is more of an interesting 
demonsiration than a smart perform- 
ance, 

Lyda Sue, who also is ‘Scotland’s 
contribution,’ appears in plaid scarf 
which she quickly doffs, steps out in 
white chiffon gown and goes into 
light, smooth, rhythmic acrobatic 
ballet that wins two bows. Denmark 
gets the next spot via Bob Ripa, in 
white shirt and pants, who gets ’em 
by juggling six sticks, catching rub- 
berball tossed from balcony on 
mouth-stick, and finishing balancing 
two balls and three sticks on head 
while tossing six plates and holding 
third ball on ankle. Agility and en- 
thusiasm double already strong re- 
ception for his stunts. 

Patricia Norman, representing Ire- 

land, is introduced as ‘girl who made 
‘Old Man Mose’ famous,’ but she 
steers clear of it, singing instead 
medley of ‘Good Morning’ and ‘Hav- 
ing Any Fun,’ ‘South of the Border,’ 
done both sweet and hot; ‘Rancho 
Grande,’ half in Spanish and half in 
English, and encoring with ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band.’ She pleases 
both elements of audience for solid 
hand, 
q Gene Sheldon is introduced as 
America’s offering,’ which gets a 
howl when he appears in tramp cos- 
tume. Any insult to the super- 
patriots, however, is overcome when 
he goes into his perfect dope panto- 
miming, his sneaking up on banjo 
lying on chair and his sour-note 
banjo solos. Gal stooge, who works 
second half of act, also helps estab- 
lish act. Climax is sewing-fingers- 
together routine, which smashes. 

Georges and Jalna, France, get 
closing spot with their clever com- 
promise between ballet and ballroom 
jitterbugging. Jalna, in white net, 
and Georges, in light blue suit, open 
With Viennese waltz, follow with 


Polish mazurka and close with fast 
musical comedy number done to 
‘Darktown Strutters Ball.’ Slick lifts 
and spins, plus perfect rhythm and 
grace, enable them to get away with 
touches of the ballet. Because it’s not 
what they do but the way that they 
do it, they top the show. Applause 
at performance caught lasted 
throughout finale, which has ‘living 
fountain’ gal at rear of fullstage and 
acts taking successive bows. 


Biz big. Craig. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 








Ada 


and Jerry Grey! Balabanow Five; 


Indianapolis, Nov. 10. 
Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica 
Rascals, Bob Williams and Red Dust, 
Brown, Masters and Rollins, 
‘Pack Up Your 
Troubles’ (20th). 





With audience accustomed to bands 
on stage, house has added two 
pieces to pit orch and moved it be- 
hind the footlights to lend weight to 
this week’s five acts. 
hung and lighted and all acts work 
in full. 





solid | ously 
Al- | D 


Bright | 


Balabancw Five open with accor- 
'dion playing and their 11 minutes 
are well broken up with acro dance 
by one of the girls and toe tap by 
another. Ada Brown follows with 
j}socko selling of songs done in the 
|Harlem manner. Does ‘Comes Love,’ 
| ‘Laziest Gal in Town,’ ‘Some of These 
Days’ and encores with ‘Jumpin’ 
Jive,’ Forced to make beg-off speech 
at show caught. 
| Masters and Rollins 
, horror faces by the male half of the 
j team and body contortions of the 
femme for laughs. Masters’ imita- 
tion of Karloff doing a slow-motion 
dance threatens the audience with 
nausea. However, act is saved by 
giggle-getting antics of the girl. 

Bob Williams and Red Dust are 
one of the best dog acts to play the 
house. Williams gets the usual 
laughs by refusal of dog to obey his 
command at first. His approach is 
different, and his pleasing personal- 
ity has audience laughing from the 
midriff. Dog then relaxes com- 
pletely while being tossed around by 
his master. Finishes with some sit- 
|ting up, walking and jumping-rope 
tricks. 

Minevitch’s Rascals close with us- 
ual slapstick antics and nice har- 
monica playing. One of the band 
members takes place of the Jong 
absent leader. Dwarf in band still 
gets chuckles as he’s shoved around. 





| fooling, with two numbers done seri- 
and exceedling well. ‘When 
ay Is Done’ and ‘Beer Barrel’. 

Attendance only fair at third show 
| Friday (10). Kiley. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Nov. 11. 
Tex Hall, Harrison and 
| Wilde’s Bulldogs, Fats Potts, Alta 
| Lee, Senorita Beatrice, Don Harris, 
| Novaline Payne, Glamour Girls 
(house line), Jack Wendover’s House 
Orch; ‘Too Busy to Work’ (20th). 








Featured spot going to Tex Hall 
and his Hollywood Cowhands paces 
‘Barnyard Follies,’ 
duction. 
ing show Friday 
rough spots. 

Line in gingham gives out with a 


(10) showed some 


peppy starter, followed by dance 
team of Bobby Harrison and Joan 
Carroll. Team sets a tall standard in 


attempting imitations of dance stars, 
including Ray Bolger, Eleanor 
Powell, Fred Astaire—Ginger Rogers 
and Bill Robinson, They get the 
| show off well. 


| Novaline Payne, house standby, 
steps down from the bandstand to 
sing out on the ‘Martins and the 


Coys’ to set the singing standard for 
the show. She keeps pace up to 
snuff. Novelty niche is filled with 
Wilde’s Bulldogs. Seven 
reputably show full repertory of dog 
tricks. 

Gals in overall costumes offer a 
neat novelty, clicking sandpaper in 
their hands against sandpaper patch 
pockets. Don Harris, m.c., warbles 
‘What's New as his contribution to 
the show. 


Harris calls Tex Hall to do a bit of | 


verbal sparring before the mike 
while stage is set for the cowhand 
troupe. Hall m.c.s from here on. 


Pace undergoes sharp revision at this 
point, from that of a zippy vaude 
show to the more homey show at- 
mosphere of the range. 

Hall’s crew of seven takes over for 
20 minutes, running the gamut of 
accepted western acis. At the opener 
the crew was lagging, with this bit 
of the show in need of considerable 
condensation. Five of group instru- 
mentalize, with Alta Lee being fea- 
tured as yodeling cowgirl. 
songs are Jeft her partner, Senorita 
Beatrice. Latter drags ‘South of the 
Border’ too much, but recovers a 
bit on :El Rancho Grande.’ 

Miss Lee then offers the pep of 
| this outfit with ‘I Want to be a Cow- 
| boy’s Sweetheart.’ There’s plenty of 


fun with Fats Potts, bull-fiddler, and | 
| recitation by Hall to round out the 


| offering. 

Troupe has been touring smaller 
circuit houses through Iowa and 
turning in longer performances as a 
complete stage show. Shortening 
here leaves its imprint. Quin. 


Set is nicely | 


depend on) 


Carroll, | 


this week’s pro- | 
Fifty minutes of the open- | 


hounds | 


Modern | 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Bob Crosby Orch with Kathleen 
Lane, Ray Bauduc, Bobby Haggert 
and Jess Stacey; Paul Winchell with 
Jerry, Sunny Rice, Hudson Wonders, 
Lew Parker & Co.; ‘Roaring Twen- 
ind (WB), reviewed in Variety, Oct. 











Strand’s show comprises a hodge- 
podge of medium and low-price 
turns that provide 54 minutes of 
passable entertainment. Four acts 
added to Bob Crosby orch for this 
| show give a degree of entertainment 


,usually associated with a middle- 





| grade nitery rather than a top | 


| Broadway showhouse,. 

Crosby’s crew is a lifesaver for the 
jive fans with its mellow swingology 
‘and nifty instrumentalizing of hot 

novelties. Cats out front seemed to 
| be in the minority when caught, at 
j}late show opening day (Friday), for 
much of the topnotch orchestra work 
| went almost entirely unappreciated 
so far as handpatter goes. Crosby 
might be wise to substitute some 
| standard pop stuff, instead of the al- 
ligator meat, at the evening shows, 
|'He could also brush up his produc- 
| tion considerably, particularly at the 
| blowoff, which comes as a letdown. 
| After a hot one, there’s a sudden 
cessation of music while the batoner 





|gives an unnecessary speech of 
thanks for his reception. Then he 


announces his theme, ‘Summertime,’ 
and the orch begins to play it. A 
blend here instead of the jerky stops 





and starts would strengthen the 
fiinale. 
On the instrumental side, com- 


parisons of Jess Siacey at the piano 
with Bob Zurke, Crosby’s ex, are in- 
evitable. There’s no doubt Zurke’s 
missed, which is evidenced consid- 
lerably by the comparatively scant 
|opportunity given Stacey to perform. 
|He’s also played down somewhat in 
his turn with the ‘All-Americans,’ 
|'quartet, consisting of piano, traps, 
bass and sax, giving out in the Dixie- 
land manner. 





and Ray Bauduc, skins, give their 
| well-known duet of ‘Big Noise From 
Winetka,’ but retagged, for the 
Strand audience, ‘Big Noise From 
Brooklyn.’ It’s a_ sure bellringer 
| with its whistling interludes. Kath- 
| leen Lane does a couple vocal 
choruses rather poorly. 

Lew Parker & Co. top the vaude 





Setup, | Pop tunes form background for the funnymen. He’s one of the older style 


|funnymen, working with two stooges 

on stage and two in boxes. Sur- 
| rounding crew is good for a consid- 
lerable number of laughs, although 
ithe whole thing is rather mild and 
Parker’s finale vocalizing of a parody 
on Negro classics could certainly be 
eliminated. 

Paul Winchell’s dummy, Jerry, 
apes Charlie McCarthy in voice and 
mannerism even to the crossing of 
an eye. Blockhead is plenty cute 
and Winchell’s ventro work is tech- 
nically sound, Material is rather 
sad, however. Hudson Wonders are 
two femme acro terpers. They do 
|such stuff as no-hand backflips with 
a half-twist and other toughies for 
nice response. Costumes with more 
oomph would help. Sunny Rice, 
tapper, gets off some unusual foot- 
work, much of it without music, a 
fairish turn. 

Biz overflowing when caught. 

Herb. 





ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, N. J., Nov. 13. 

Dead End Kids (4) with 

(Schlepperman) Hearn, Steve Evans, 
Harrison Sisters (3), White and 
Manning, Dave Seed and Lillian 
White, Mann, Dupree and Lee, Joe 


Fecher Orch (11); ‘Smuggled Cargo’ | 


(Rep). 





Things are humming at the Adams 


b.o. after slow start opening day 


(10), but talents of Dead End Kids, | 


the headliners, are interred in more 
Result is 
letdown after m.c. Evans has 
worked hard to build up show. 


or less moribund material. 
Steve 


officer, doesn't do justice to the army 


and his actual comic ability. He aids 
and abets Leo (Spit) Gorcey, Huntz 
(Dippy) Hall, Gabriel (TB) Dell 


and Bernard (Milty) Punsley. 

Kids are caching loot from chorus 
gal’s apartmént as sk:t opens. Off- 
stage sirens and police whistles send 


them scurrying to nearby recruiting | 


station to seek refuge in Uncle Sam's 
olive drab. Schlepperman rules 
quartet too young to soldier, but in- 
forms kids they may enlist in enter- 
tainment division. 

Kids then clown through ‘We- 
Ain't - Got - the -Money-to-Meet-the- 


Mortgage’ sketch, with ‘Spot’ built, 


up with bustle and appropriately- 
placed balloons to play the farmer’s 


daughter. Balloons break when 
‘Spit? embraces ‘Lover’ and dialog 


deteriorates to such lines as: 
‘What, you haven't got the money, 
sweetheart?’ 
| ‘No, Lionel, I'm flat 
busted.’ 
Bordering on vulgarity unseemly 
in juves, material could either be 
cleaned up or discarded in favor of 
scenes from kids’ stage and film 


my love, 


Bobby Haggert, on the doghouse, | 


Sam | 


Schlepperman, cast as a recruiting 


 wathicles. Name value of act at b.o. 
is unquestioned. 

Bright spots on the bill include the 
Harrison sisters and Evans, 
|doubles with impersonations of Joe 
‘Brown, Hugh Herbert, Popeye and 
| Mussolini, and tops his single with a 
|drunk characterization worthy of a 
Garr or Barton. 





June, Joan and Jeri—are well modu- 
lated and prove pleasing entertain- 


band. Trio warbles ‘Honeysuckle 
Rose,’ ‘Hawaiian War Chant’ and 
‘Comes Love.’ Femmes are attrac- 
| tive, vivacious and well-costumed 
|}and should stand up against better- 
, known combinations engaged in sim- 
| ilar purveying of pop songs. 

White and Manning are capable 
| in Hartmanesque dance offerings. 
Burlesque of ballroom terpsing and 
| bit of hilarious misfiring magic lifts 
house off its hands. 

Diminutive Dave Seed and Ama- 
|} zonian Lillian White mug their way 
through seven minutes of pretty thin 
| dialog, capitalizing on their differ- 
ence in size to catch laughs, 

Mann, Dupree and Lee open show 
| with ballroom dancing, punctuated 
with several specialties. 


ORPHEUM, MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Nov. 10. 
Lum and Abner (2), Stalak Bros., 
and Pearl (3), Starr and Lee (2), 
Count and Countess Selandia (2), 
Tom O’Neal, Nate Evans, House 
Orch; ‘Miracles For Sale’ (M-G). 











Radio’s crackerbarrel comics, Lum 
and Abner, have plenty of appeal in 
person, as revealed on the Orpheum 
stage, the Pine Ridge cutups prov- 
ing themselves even more satisfac- 
tory on stage than over the ether. 

Bill as a whole is okay. Opens 
with Stalak Bros, and Pearl, a 
couple of guys and a girl in a neat 
acrobatic turn. Starr and Lee, deu- 
cer, are an able accordionist and a 
blond Kate Smith, with song and 








patter. 

Best supporting item is the 
dance team of Count and Countess 
Selandia, clever duo that goes in 


for both the waltz beautiful and the 
comical dansant. Twosome’s traip- 
sing is a highlight of show. Tom 
O’Neal contributes good job as m.c., 
plays the harmonica occasionally 
with swell results and keeps the 
show moving nicely. 

Lum and Abner show themselves 
in both makeup and mufti. 
sketch has the boys (Chester Lauck 
and Norris Goff are their real mon- 
ickers) at the Jot-Em-Down Store. 
Chuckles flow rapidly as rustic mer- 
chants refuse to stop checker game 
for commerce. Stuff goes over well 
because characters look as funny as 
they sound. They come back at 
close of show in civies and imitate 
voices of familiar characters from 
their broadcasts, such as Squire 
Skimp, Cedric Weehunt, Grand- 
pappy Spears and Dick Huddleston. 

Troupe is in for four days only. 
Good opening business. Mart. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Nov. 11. 





Hal Kemp’s Orch (13), The 
| Smoothies (3), Bob Allen, Jack Le- 
Maire, Eddy Kusby, Jean Blanche, 


Rufe Davis; ‘Cat and Canary’ (Par). 


Hal Kemp’s smooth-swinging crew 


here, being good for a 
rounded job. The Earle management 
has added Rufe Davis, hillbilly fun- 
ster, and Jean Blanche, a neat danc- 
ing packages, to make up 45 minutes 
of stellar entertainment paced nicely 
by Kemp’s first rate m.c.ing. 





the orch, followed by Miss Blanche’s 
appearance. Gal is a looker and has 
easy, gliding style, with fast taps. 
Her effort is good for an encore. 

Kemp joins the sax section in the 
band’s second number, ‘Star Dust.’ 
followed by ‘Dream Walking.’ Eddy 
Kusby does some neat tromboning 
|in his solo on ‘Mood Indigo,’ 


Jack LeMaire, banjo player with 
the orch, wows them with an imitae 
tion of a whacky female jiiterbug. 
With a sandpaper soprano screech, 
and a waddle. LeMaire is easily the 
comic hit of the show. Bob Allen, 
|Kemp’s baritone, clicks with the 
femme pew-holders with ‘Crazy 
Moon,’ ‘Lullaby of Broadway’ and 


|‘Mood for Love.’ 

A fast swing novelty, ‘Tantrum,’ is 
next, bringing on the Smoothies. Trio 
are right in the groove with their 
solid harmonizing of ‘Man With the 
Mandolin,’ ‘Shade of the Old Apple 
Tree’ and ‘Jumpin’ Jive.’ The last 
number is home cookin’ to the alli- 
gators, 

Davis goes over with the audience 
with his back-country mimicking of 
a steamboat, railroad train, airplane, 
Donald Duck, etc. Also a click are 
his songs, ‘Sawing a Woman in Half,’ 
with rib-tickling lyrics, and ‘Mama 
Don’t "Low No Music.’ 

Show folds with the Kemps play- 


ing ‘Good Night Sweetheart,’ with a} 


‘duet by Babs, of the Smoothies, and 
' Allen. 

SRO at last show Saturday (11). 
Shal. 


who | 


Vocal acrobatics of the Harriscors— | 


ment in front of Joe Fecher's house , 


One | 


Opener is a fast blues number by | 


j 


—s 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Martha Raye, Bob Zurke orch (14) 
with Claire Martin, Wences, Everett 
West, Jack Williams; Don Baker ore 
ganolog’ featuring Siggie Lane; 
‘Rulers of the Sea’ (Par), reviewe 
in VarIETY, Sept. 20, 1939. 








Martha Raye and Bob Zurke split 
the marquee honors this stanza. It 
marks a return for the comedienne 


after two years to this stand, and the 
Broadway debut for the new Zurke 
band. Latter, former arranger- 
|pianist for Bob Crosby, thus com- 
petes with his ex-associate who is 
| the current band attraction at the 
/opposition bandshow house, _ the 
| Strand, 

| In August, 1937, when Variety Jast 
‘caught Miss Raye at this house she 
, was cautioned for her talking-to-the- 
jitterbugs as a dangerous hazard; but 
it was stated then, and it obtains 
/now, that she seems one of the few 
|capable of breaking down the stiff- 
ness with the wacky kids out front, 
and still keep ’em under control. She 
still indulges in ad lib stuff with 
'them, and yet holds her own, 
| Tutored the hard way, via picture 
|houses and in the 52d street bistros, 
Miss Raye’s Paramount screen prom- 
inence is but added lustre for b.o. 
ivalues. She has been doing well at 
the gate across the country and will 
repeat here. However, she's added 
|some furbelows that are debatable. 
|The fact that she’s more ’n’ more 
working like a femme Miltonberle 
may be brushed off [some might crack 
that Berle works like too many 
, others, although his crisp asides are 
| his own style]. But the Yiddishisms 
aren’t necessary and seem a need- 
lessly new thing for Miss Raye. She 
reminds of the old days when every 
non-kosher act booked for Loew's 
Delancey or the Avenue B asked his 
agent for a couple of surefire Yiddish 
asides, on the theory that would 
|cinch him with the regional trade. 
| She doesn’t need it on Broadway. 

Stripped of this captiousness, Miss 
|Raye is a funny gal, no matter how 
, you slice it. She sells everything for 
strong values, and some of it’s quite 
familiar by now. ‘Waiter With the 
| Water’ opens. ‘Three Little Fishies,’ 
|}as her niece might do it. permits for 
| some more hokum. ‘Can’t Dance, 
| Ants in My Pants’ was done by her 
here in ’37, but it’s good substance 
|for her hoke jitterbug takeoff. 
Thoroughly informal and casual, 

| working with crazy prop hats and 





| cheap print dresses, Miss Raye is an 
| uninhibited comedienne who pleases 
the customers. 

Zurke, whose band features Claire 
Martin, vocalist; Everett West 
singer; and Jack Williams, latter 
doubling as tapster-m.c., are all un- 
der New Acts. Which leaves Senor 
Wences with his unique ventriloquial 
comedy unaccounted for. He’s a 
seasoned trouper, equally at home in 
| class niteries as on stage, who uses a 
llittle girl and a somewhat macabre 
|} man’s head for props. He gets away 
| with the latter because of the come- 
|dy business with the prop box which 
|encases the head. Wenges works 
ismoothly, suavely and showmanly. 
| What's more, his comedy presenta- 
| tion and asides are as much as an as- 
set as his double-talk, 

Also billed are Don Baker with a 
14th aniversary organolog presenta- 
tion, featuring Siggie Lane, but not 
shown, at this show opening day, due 
to the overlength. Newsreel omitted 
also for the same reason, Abel. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Will Osborne Orch, Bernice Stone, 
Lynn Burroughs, Dick Rogers, James 
Copp, 3d, Dick, Don and Dinah; ‘Mir- 
acles for Sale’ (M-G). 

Well-rounded stageshow without a 
sock draw, but okay entertainment 
and holds the audience all the way, 
with several moments of solid 
Jaughs. At last show Friday night 
(10) the house was almost capacity. 

Opening with the band on stage, 
Osborne offers a couple of straight 








continues to be a topnotch attraction | 
nicely, 








swing numbers, then dos his 
‘Trombones’ novelty, which scores. 
After that there are various solo 
stints by individual band members, 


alternating with the regular vaude 
acts It all provides amusement, 
particularly as there’s enough visual 
stuff to season it. Osborne sings a 
couple of choruses and winds up the 
show with his familiar burlesque of 
other noted bands. He’s now using 
four reeds, six brasses, two pianos, 
| guitar, buil fiddle and drums. 

Of the acts, the topper is Dick, Don 
and Dinah, knockabout comedy and 
acrobatic turn, It’s standard in 
vaude, here spotted in final position, 
where it whams, Boys open with a 
softshoe routine and the gal does a 
brief highkick, after which they get 
| down to business. The girl generally 
hands out the punishment, which 
they sandwich in between some ef- 
fective tricks. Some of their stuff 
might be speeded, but much of it is 
funny. One bit, in which they pyra- 
mid the girl on top, then leave her 
clinging to the proscenium, is a bulls- 
'eye. Should drop the thank-you 
spiel—it’s anti-climactic. 

Novelty act, James Copp. 3d, {fs 
announced as having recently been 
recruited from college by Osborne; 
it looks it. Offers piano-recitation 

(Continued on page 54) 
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FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


(Continued from page 51) 
numbers on the eccentric side, and 
it’s fairly amusing at first. Material 
is screwball stuff, as indicated by the 
titles—The Tragedy of Agnes Mouth- 
wash,’ ‘The Mystery of the Revolving 
Treetrunk,’ and something about be- 


ing a goon and wanting to eat spin- | 


ach. Lad bangs a nasty piano, but he 
should tone down his vocal delivery 
and facial contortions, which are 
without a trace of subtlety, lack vari- 
ation and expressiveness, and readily 
become monotonous. With proper 
handling and_ experience, Copp 
might develop into a name attraction, 
such as Dwight Fiske. 


Balance of the show includes Ber- 
nice Stone, a standard acrobatic terp 
turn: Lynn Burroughs, vocalist with | 
the band, and Dicky ‘Stinky’ Rogers, | 
pianist and cor-dy vocalist with the | 


orch. Miss Stone, wko has a brief | 
and effective offering, opens the | 
vaude portion of the bill. Remark- | 


ably enough, considering her profi- | 
ciency otherwise, she can’t kick with | 
the left foot. Miss Burroughs, blonde, | 
passable looking and becomingly 
gowned in black, just about gets by. 
Has an attractive manner, but her 
enunciation isn’t particularly clear 
and she apparently lacks a combust- | 
ible rhythm sense. 
Rogers, after grabbing the audi- | 
ence with that barroom anthem, 
‘Irish Eyes,’ clowns through a com- | 
position of his own, which he calls | 
‘Julius Caesar,’ for no apparent rea- | 
son. It’s a pointless song, but it can | 
be turned into a rousing rhythm | 
number, and Rogers embellishes it | 
with plenty of microphone antics. 
Best offering he does is ‘Dinah’ in 
various dialects and styles of de- 
livery, after which he does the oldie 
of the differently aged schoolboys 
asking a girl to dance, Hobe. 


GOLDEN GATE, FRISCO 





| 





San Francisco, Nov. 9. | 

Flo & Bob Robinson, Oldfield & 
Ware, Lillian Roth, Ritz Bros., Jay | 
Brower House Orch, The Golden | 
Gate Beauties (12); ‘Three Sons’ 


Heading what would still be a 
good show even without them, the 
wacky Ritz Bros., for a reported | 
$7,500, make the Golden Gate stage | 
offering this week one of the towns 
better draws. 

The 55-minute vaude opens with 
the Beauties, line, assisted by Jay | 
Brower’s barid, in a song and dance | 
routine of ‘Clap Hands with m.c. 
Brower doing a chorus. Next, Flo 
and Bob Robinson, redheaded sister- | 
brother tap, jig and reel session, 
solo and together. Bright costumes | 
and youthful exuberance help so-so 
dancing to draw good hand. 

Next are the girls in ‘Jump Ses- 
sion, aided by the band. It’s a 
unique and ably executed routine 
with a double costume effect; one 
fore ang another aft. This is fol- 
lowed by former stage musical and 
screen singer, Gillian Roth, who’s|} 
in a comeback after several years of | 
retirement. 

Has a powerful, dramatic voice 
and does four songs, the best of 
which is ‘I Married an Angel.’ 

Emmett Oldfield and Eddie Ware, | 
with burlesque acrobatics and a 
very funny routine in which they 
keep tieing themselves in knots, had | 
the opening show’s full house rock- 
ing with laughter. Their facial ex- 
pressions alone, without their amaz- 


ing torso-twisting, are good for 
plenty of laughs. 
Then the Ritzes. Songs, dances, 


funny sayings and plenty of mug- 
ging, at which they are especially 
adept, plus skads of enthusiasm and 


hard work, earn prolonged applause | 


and laughter. A burlesque on a 
scene from ‘Snow White’ is particu- 
larly funny slapstick Pat. 


Downtown, Oakland 


Oakland, Nov. 10. 

Jean Parker, Joe Frisco, Tyler, 
Post & Thorn, Six Danilos, Derby & 
Ruddell, Dean Maddux, Medley & 
Dupree, Freddie Lamkin’s Orch. 

Reopened after a $50,000 
bishing job, the Downtown brings 
vaudeville back to Oakland. Ac- 
cording to manager Rene LaMarr, 
the revival is ‘for keeps.’ 

With Dean Maddux, one of the 
bay area’s best known and best 
liked radio personalities as m.c., 
somewhat handicapped by a new 
public address system not yet in top 
working order, show started opening 
day with Derby and Ruddell doing 
some fancy acrobatics and pole bal- 
ancing. 

Followed by the vet Joe Frisco, 
with his perennial softshoe dances 
and droll stories. He still has what 
it takes and goes over big. Next are 
Tyler, Post and Thorn, in a variety 
of dances, culminating with a knock- 


refur- 


out slow-motion routine, as funny as | 


it is ably executed. 

More funny stuff, with Medley 
and Dupree doing old-established 
routines—songs, dances and witti- 
cisms—in modern manner. The Six 
Danilos, fresh from Australia, are 
next, with a buildup by Maddux 
that promises much and they subse- 


But he has | 
lots to learn. 


| novelty 


‘combo houses, 


|femme band to a male outfit. 


_— deliver. 
|two and three high, without the use 
of teeterboards, and other gravity- 
|defying bits are duck soup to them. 
| Heading the bill is Jean Parker, 
from films, who christened the the- 
|atre boxoffice opening day with a 
| bottle of bubble water. She didn’t 
do much besides look pretty and talk 
/a little, both of which enable her 
| to go over. Pat. 


| ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Nov. 11. 


Phil Spitalny Orch (28), Maxine, | 
'3 Little Words, Rosalind and Lola, 
{Gypsy Farmer, June Lorraine; | 


‘Dancing Co-Ed’ (M-G). 

This ‘Hour of Charm’ is everything 
that the name implies and more. As 
far as nifty music and other pleas- 
antries are concerned, band is, of 
course, among the tops. | 

For sheer showmanship, Spitalny 
needs take a backseat for no one. 
Staging lighting and costuming also 
rate superlatives. Spitalny’s choice 
of numbers is surefire and the ar- 
rangements, too, are nifties. 

Maxine scores, as usual, with 
vocals. Violin numbers by Evelyn 
and piano contributions from Rosa- 
lind and Lola win deserved applause. 
For diversification there’s a corking | 
dance specialty by Gypsy | 
Farmer, additional terps by an un- 
programmed young man, the only | 
non-femme, aside from Spitalny, in 
the troupe, and clever impersona- | 
tions of screen and radio personali- | 
ties by June Lorraine. The 3 Little 
Words lend some nice vocaling. 

A near-capacity house at the open- 
ing matinee. Rees. 


é 
| 


CARLTON, JAMAICA | 


| 


| 
| 





Ina Ray Hutton Orch (15), Bill 
Barton, Marcy Bros. & Beatrice, Yola 
Galli, Joe Besser & Lee Royce, 
Adrian Rollini Trio; ‘House Master’ 
(Alliance). 


the Carlton, Jamaica, | 
L. I, according to the management, 
has experienced a steadily improv- 
ing b.o. since the inception of vaude, 
backed by bands. However, with 
the exception of Joe Besser and the 
Rollini trio, this show gives little 
impetus to the policy. 

Backed by Ina Ray Hutton’s band, 
the layout uncoils in an hour backed 
by an eye-filling setting. Latter is 
the strongest item as far as Miss 
Hutton’s group is concerned. She 
switched a while ago from an all- 
Group 
she took over was satisfying. She’s 
since made changes, but not for the 
better. 

Now the band is more incidental 
to Miss Hutton’s s.a. batoning than 
the femme bunch. At least then she | 
had the novelty of the femme appeal. 
Current setup can’t even be labelled 
passable. Brass is far off tune most 


|of the time and the saxes don’t seem 


able to get together on the melody. 
Also, the rhythm is weak. But Miss 
Hutton can still evoke ohs and ahs 
with her costume changes. Trots out 
four neat form-fitting gowns and 
also gets off an acceptable tune now | 
’n’ then. Bill Barton is band’s vocal- 
ist, doing an okay job when caught 
opening night (Thursday) on ‘Day in 


| Day Out.’ 


First act is also poor. Marcy Bros. 
and Beatrice boot each other all 
over the stage and don’t succeed in 
doing much of anything. Even the 


knockabout isn’t very expert. Gal 
draws few giggles with struts and 


} poses that twist her body into amus- 

ing shapes. Fade is the strongest, 
with two boys raising and lowering 
|the girl between ’em. On the up- 
swing she’s bent double and caning 
down she brushes the floor. Midway 
they reprise the old ‘Your motor’s 
running’ gag. 

Yola Galli’s billed as straight from 
|\N. Y.’s Casa Manana, which, in- 
cidentally, has been closed many 

She unlimbers a fine voice 


months. 


but makes a mistake in teeing off 
with a swing version of ‘Ciri Biri 
Bin.” ‘Donkey Serenade’ and other 
operatic-type numbers she does are 
more in her line. She has the ad- 
vantage of being as much on the 
S.a. side as Miss Hutton. 

| Next is Joe Besser and Lee Royce, 
|who get over solidly. Bright gags 


are helped to a solid impression by 
Besser’s playing of a naive young- 
ster, well straighted by Lee Royce. 
| Besser flutters all over the stage and 


| draws strong laughs with various 
comical mannerisms. Act is called 


| back for several encores, which in- 
;clude a neat job on ‘Ol Man River’ 
iby Royce. Besser gets it away by 
|leading the band during which he 
| ‘sprains’ his wrist. 
|. Rollini trio send the customers 
; home warmly disposed toward the 
lentire layout. Trio has just re- 
|turned from California and may go 
back into the Piccadilly Hotel, N. Y. 
Here they tap and plunk out lively 
rhythms on vibraphone, guitar and 
| String bass and had to encore to 
| Satisfy a comfortably filled house 
at this catching. Leader uses a set 
of chimes occasionally, a far more 
difficult instrument from which to 
tap an entire tune than the vibes. 
For encores plenty of punch is im- 
parted to ‘Chinatown’ and ‘Pavanne.’ 
Miss Hutton draws 
with her usual 


ment of ‘Rain 


the traveller: 
ViIngo vot al arrangé 


Rain, Go Away.’ 


Shoulder jumps, | 


‘legged drug clerk, is in poor taste, 


| deuces, 
changing 


tying in with Armistice Day. Fo.. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


| 
} 


Boston, Nov. 9. 

| Four Collegians, Pansy the Horse, | 
Carroll & Howe, Jack Durant, Mau- 
rice & Maryea with Three Dots and | 





Buddy Allen, Larry Flint House 
Orch; ‘Golden Boy’ (Col>. 
One of the least exciting shows 


here this season, it opens okay, sags 
in the middle and closes with a bang. 
Jack Durant in the finale takes extra 
bows for his strenuous comedy turn, 
Offers good impersonations of Clark 


Gable and Herbert Marshall, some 
| vocaling and intermittent acro | 
dancing. One gag, about the bow- 


but otherwise the comedy goes over 
in a big way. | 
Four Collegians, three boys and a 


| girl, start the bill with flashy tum- | 


white 
making a 


bling. Boys are dressed in 
flannels and red _ shirts, 
neat appearance. Pansy the Horse | 
but belongs in the trey, 
places with Carroll and | 
Howe. Having first-show trouble, 
the act did not click as well as usual 
here, but it’s still a showmanly rou- | 
tine. 

Carroll and Howe miss out with 
their comedy. Poor timing and 
hackneyed material is the chief rea- 


so... Miss Carroll handles the gags, | 
with Howe feeding. A challenge 
acro dance idea at the end is the 


biggest click in the act. 

Maurice and Maryea, next-to-close, 
present a very pleasing ballroom | 
turn. Nice lifts and whirls give the | 
act distinction. Complementing their | 
turn are the Three Dots, femme 
vocalists, and Buddy Allen squeezing 
out ‘Beguine’ on the accordion. 

Larry Flint house band turns out 
an interesting overture on ‘Memories 
of France,’ with a lot of war effects, 


| 
| 


PARAMOUNT, OMAHA 


Omaha, Nov. 11. 
A. B. Marcus’ ‘La Vie Paree,’ with 
Roberta Jonay, Flag & Arnold, Rio 


Bros., Leon Miller, Ha Cha _ San, 
| Harold Boyd and Jigsaws, Janada 
and McAtee; ‘$1,000 a Touchdown’ 


(Par). 


A. B. Marcus show proves that not 
all the razzle-dazzle is on the foot- 
ball field. Ninety minuter bases its 
appeal on nicely-timed production 
numbers and shapely girls in span- | 
gled costumes. 

Art Randall’s orch opens and re- 
mains in pit for duration of show. 
Line of 16, sock in its getaway, let 
customers know they can expect 
plenty of scantiness throughout. 

Flag and Arnold, well-built lads, 
show smooth muscular control. Line 
back again to ‘You're Simply Won- 
derful,’ changing to a production 
number with Roberta Jonay, Eleanor 
Roosevelt ‘protegee,’ in a hit peacock | 
dance. | 

Rio Bros., tapsters, mix gags and | 
dances for nice hand. Gags through- 
out show are plenty blue and need 
cutting. Ben McAtee, m.c. part of 
the time, has dandy manner but songs 
that are too far off color. 

Leon Miller, tapster, exhibits 
various dances since way back, fol- 
lowed by eight jitterbugs who get 
lots of applause with overdone, typi- 
cal jitterbugging 

Harold Boyd and Jigsaws. slap- 
happy sailors, pulled laughs from a 
cold house. Ha Cha San, gold paint 
nudie, and Janada, South African 
gal who sits on her head, also pre- 
sent smooth acts 

Biz good on opening 


the 


day. Monte, 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 


M neapol ;, Nov. 11 
Jack Malerich House Orch (18), 
Patri a Wann Dance Ciz?. Doro- 
thy Crooker, Mirth & Mack, Mi't 
Herth Trio. Conville & Dale. Eddie 
Peabody; ‘Covered Trail’ (Rep). 


Snappy music features this show, 
which socks across with bang-up 
The house standards, 
Jack Malerich’s band and the 12-girl 
line, turn in their usually good per- 
formances. 

Eddie Peabody, the headliner, 
m.c’s and banjos to click results. Jack 
Malerich’s musicians hit the bull's- 
eye again by playing numbers re- 
quested by the audience. Malerich, 
per usual, takes a whirl at the 
Wurlitzer and, for novelty, there’s a 
bit of vocalizing by the gal, unbilled, 
who officiates at the theatre’s candy 
counter. It’s all put together 
smoothly. 

The fast-stepping Wynn girls, in 
becoming sequins with long sleeves, 
do a peppy tap for a starter and it 
jells nicely. There’s more dancing, 
of the eccentric variety, by Mirth 
and Mack, who wind up with im- 
pressions of hoofer notables. All 


i 


well done 


Milt H th Trio, mae »att 


amusement. 


( i! ind the ot r povs a the 


Piano and druins, swing it 


| Australia. 
|} again 


|; minstrel 


‘animation, deliver good 


| Jerry first sings alone, ‘I'll Remem- 
, ber’ and 
j|then the two combine with ‘Memo- 


| pears to be somewhat scrambled, for 


| particularly reaching the jitterbugs. 
'Dorothy Crooker, control terper, 
| goes over on her work and looks. 

| Show’s comedy is well taken care 


jof by Conville and Dale, man and 


woman funsters. Clowning and pat- 
ter register and the customers beg 
for more. They're recently back 
from a tour of the Tivoli circutt, 
The Wynn girls come on 
for the close with a novelty 
number that has them waving neon- 
illuminated prop banjoes a la Pea- 
body. They look nifty, too, in their 
costumes, which are suf- 
ficiently revealing. 

Big lower floor well filled at the 
opening night performance (Friday). 

Rees. 


COLONIAL, DAYTON 


—_——— 


Dayton, O., Nov. 11. 
Andrews Sisters (3), Mal Hallett 
band (12), Jerry Perkins and Made- 
leine Grey, Ted and Mary Taft, Col- 
lins and Peterson; ‘Day the Bookies 


| Wept” (RKO). 


They've got the jumpin’ jives on 
the Colonial stage this week. Not 
only that, but Mal Hallett goes a step 
farther and invites the customers to 
join in the jam session. It puts the 
patrons in a receptive mood for the 
rest of the bill and all in all it figures 
up to good showmanship and b.o. 

The program goes a little over- 


| board on singing, but it’s all exceed- 


ingly good. The Andrews Sisters (3), 
with the blond Patty in constant 
and plenty, 
Jam Jump’ 

they are 


‘Jim 
before 


opening with the 


and__s including, 


|*Well, All Right,’ plus their newest, 


’ 


‘Chico's Love Song, 

Another singing act is provided by 
Jerry Perkins and Madeleine Grey, 
two nice youngsters with pleasing 
personalities and well-mated voices. 
‘South of the Border,’ and 
ries Tonight’ and “lwo Other People.’ 

Hallett’s 12 boys swing into the 
‘Bugle Call Rag’ as an opener and 
offer ‘All Those in Favor’ as their 
new one, with ‘One o’Clock Jump’ 
as the windup, with everyone on 


| stage swinging. 


Collins and Peterson do _ their 
standard insults toward each other, | 
only this time they divide it up, of- | 
fering it piece-meal between acts, 
since they act as a duo of masters of 
ceremonies in Olsen and Johnson 
style. Ted and Mary Taft give a | 
neat straight dance act, opening with 
high-kicking number and concluding 
with acrobatic jitterbug stuff. Kany, 


| 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 
Still celebrating its 10th anniver- 


sary, the Embassy this week pre- 
sents what it regards as the five} 
most historically important news- 


reels ever made. They’re worthy b.o. 
lures. 

The reels are assassination of King 
Alexander, done by Fox-Movietone 
with commentary by Lowell Thomas; 
the Morro Castle fire, exclusively 
filmed by Pathe at the time: the 
Hauptmann trial, with the convicted 


kidnaper shown on the stand (Uni-|} 
versal); explosion of the Hinden-| 
burg, a Paramount shot, and the 


bombing of Shanghai, photoed by 
News of Day. A notable clip from 
each of the five newsreel companies 
has been chosen. 


Pleniy of good room could have 
been provided by eliminating such 
stuff as the two fashion clips, sled 


dogs in New Hampshire, the Kansas 
corn-husking meet, Navajos at a 
rodeo, the ceremony involving Col. 
Battista in Cuba or some of the 
sports material, of which there is a 
lot. A flock of football games are in- 


cluded this week, filmed by Par and 
News of the Day. 
Nothing particularly exciting on 
the war has turned up. but Par’s 
mnntribution on ‘somewhere in 
France’ and the comments by 
Fngland’s Secretary of War. Hore- 
Belisha (Fox), are interesting. The 
arms embargo repeal, somewhat old 
news now ») far as passage itself 
was concerned, and election scenes. 
eight days old, are also on the show 
Char. 





Musicals’ Comics 


Continued from page 1 











| 


Durante and Sid Silvers are also! 


mentioned. 

Silvers recently returned from | 
Hollywood and intends to remain | 
east permanently. He is writing 


material for ‘Grass’ and may appear | 
in that revue, though two or three | 
burlesque comics have been slated 
for it. Booking of name comics ap- 


Durante was also propositioned for | 
‘Grass,’ while Haley is a possibility | 
for another Aarons musical known | 
as ‘Lone Ranger’, 

Durante, who has been on a num-; 
ber of radio broadcasts, goes to Hart- | 


ford, Conn., Thursday (16) for a per- 
. } 


1 ¢ . . 
onal appearance. He then goes to 
the Coast until such time he is set 
for Bi adway 


-* i 


| 
| 
through, the ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ and 
| 


| take 
Show Friday (10). 
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QUEENS TERRACE 


'roomers. Then back to Gleason for 
| his impersonations of Mussolini, Du- 
rante, Edward G. Robinson, etc., and 
|a couple of ditties. 

| Vincent Burns’ 1l-piece band fur- 
nishes strong backing for the acts 
and should have its own notch in the 
jshow. Crew segued in here from 26 
| weeks of Skouras vaude. Gilb. 








| 
| LYNCH’S, PHILLY 
| 
| 


(WALTON HOTEL) 
Philadelphia, Nov. 10. 
Harry Richman, Jack Golden, Bob 
Russell, Carol King, DeAngelo and 
| Porter, Paui LePaul, Glamour Giris 
(12), Neil Fontaine’s Orch (12), Vin- 
'cent Rizzo Trio, Helene Heath, Herb 
Dubrow, Mona Reed, Sally LaMarr. 


Opening a week late and still weak 
on his pins because of a recent at- 
|}tack of pneumonia, Harry Richman 
still has enough punch left to keep 
|him one of the top cafe performers 
in the biz. Richman clicks high in 
his 20-minute song stint. 

Spotted in the closing niche, he 
|gives out with fave tunes and isn’t 
stingy on encores, a failing observed 
among other headliners here. Ac- 
companied by his pianist and ar- 
ranger, Jack Golden, Richman opens 
with ‘Lady’s in Love,’ follows with 
‘Comes Love,’ in which he adds some 
blueish lyrics, though it’s not offen- 
isive. His third is ‘Old Man River.’ 
Four encores wrap up Richman’s 
stint, ‘Can’t Give Anything But Love,’ 
‘Puttin’ On Ritz,’ ‘Are You Havin’ 
Any Fun?’ and the perennial ‘Love a 
Parade.’ He had trouble begging off 
at show caught, 

Show opener is an eye-filling rou- 
tine by the Glamour Girls (line), 
dressed as the signs of the Zodiac, 
with Neil ‘Sonny’ Fontaine capably 
handling the vocals on ‘Stars Shin- 
ing So Brightly.’ Bob Russell then 
'takes over the m.c. job, doubling 
from his baritone stint, doing both 
exceptionally well. 

A newcomer to these parts, Carol 


King proves ae fine’ ballet-style 
dancer. A looker with a_ sweet, 
demure manner, she was forced to 


two encores at the midnight 

Paul Le Paul, smooth-working 
magi, mystifies with his deft handling 
of cards, canaries and ribbons. He’s 
billed as the stand-in to David Niven 
in the latter’s recent film, ‘Eternally 


Yours’ (UA). DeAngelo and Porter 
are a class dance duo who work 
equally as well in a graceful ball- 


room waltz, a fast cakewalk and a 


| hot rhumba. 


The Glamour Girls then return for 
a line spectacle, dressed in nifty cos- 
tumes depicting the famous women 
of history. In this bit each of the 
gals steps to the mike and recites a 


little indigo limerick about the his- 
torical moll. 
tizzo’s trio plays the lull music. 


Helene Heath and Mona Reed warble 
in the cocktail lounge, while Herb 
Dubrow and Sally LaMarr continue 
to piano in the same spot. 

The ropes were up at 
caught. 


the show 
Shal. 





Frozen Coin 


Continued from page 3 








ified quota Jaw if given a fair ad- 


justment on the frozen coin lineup 
Feeling with officials in N. Y. is that 
there possibly should be a smaller 


minimum price requirement per pic- 
ture and that the quality clause 
should be eliminated American 
producers admittedly are dubious re 
garding their ability to 
quality product under wal! 
ditions 

Some picture executives are agree- 


maintain 


Line con- 


able to letting the minimum price 
clause remain in the quota law of 
Great Britain if allowance is made 


for quality discrepancy. Production 


| heads fail to see how they can turn 


out high-quality, expensive pictures 
under uncertain war conditions. 


B. B. Too Costl 
Lael from page 1 d 


will allow a worthwhile margin of 
profit for the product. 

It is believed that stations in gen- 
eral will be asked to reduce the 
price of their time packages for the 
General Mills baseball broadcasts 
and that because of this economical 
trend a number of major markets 
may be dropped. General Mills over- 
all bill on baseball has been mount- 
ing by leaps with each successive 
season with the result that the ex 
pense threatens to outbalance the 
potential profit from a market tha 
nas been pretty well milked. 
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FAIR'S EXODUS 





Brokers Biz 100% Better Than 
Last Yr.; Legit Grosses Also Up, 
Reflecting General Upbeat in N. Y. 





d + 
Business in Broadway ticket agen- | Hedy Lamarr’s ‘Salome’ 


cies is up 100% over that of last fall 
at this time, increase being indicated 
to apply to the most active ticket 
while boxoffices verify the 
small brokers. 


marts, 
betterment for 
Grosses in general are considerably 
higher, but hardly comparable to the 


even 


improvement in premium-sold 


tickets. 

The biz in the agencies reflects the 
general business trend in New York, 
the index having moved steadily up- 


| 


On Coast Stage Hobbled 





Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 


+ 





Hedy Lamar has been temporarily | 


enjoined by Superior Court from ap- | 


the 
Luther 


production, 
Re- 


pearing in 
‘Salone,’ for 


stage 
Greene. 


| straining order was issued on com- 
| plaint of Loew’s, Inc., with hearing | cially during the last month of the! 
on permanent injunction set for Nov. exposition, when there was a rush 


ward in the past three months cr so. | 


Money is more fiuid as shown by 
the capacity to spend and a reversal 
of the inclination to limit expendi- 
tures that has been evinced for years. 

The factors that were interpreted 
as figuring in the upswing of the- 
atre patronage at the season’s start, 
are now more clearly indicated. The 


war prevents European travel, the | 
' raised from $500 to $5,000. 


stock market is active, persons of 
wealth who lived abroad are being 
repatriated and more recently added 
to elements favoring general busi- 
ness building is the lifting of the 
embargo, which is figured to 
be beneficial to amusements, 
rectly at least. 

There is no longer any doubt that 
there is more general interest in the 
stage than for many seasons, but it 
is also true that there is a limit to 
patronage, as shown recently when 
long-staying favorite attractions 
started to slip. Agency experts who 
closely observe trends state that 
there is at present a wide variety of 
shows affording considerable choice 
for theatregoers, although the fall 
production card has not vet reached 
its peak. 

Few Flops 

The high level in presenting di- 
verting shows reached by a number 
of producers is largely credited to 
Broadway's prosperous pace and the 
percentage of flops is abnormally low 
to date. There is less shoe-stringing 
and therefore less dross on the list. 
Agency patrons are not as choosey 
as heretofore, with the result that 
when tickets for outstanding new 
offerings are not available, tickets 
for attractions in less demand are 
being disposed of and shows 
are more than breaking even. 

In highest favor are laugh shows 


such 


20. 
Complaint charges that actress en- 
tered into contract with Metro in 


| September, 1937, and that under pact 


which is still in force studio has 
right to eliminate all compenation 
during period of defendant’ non-per- 
formance, and that it has exercised 
this right. 


} 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


Actress and studio have been feud- | 


ing for several months over her ef- 
fort to have her weekly stipend 





Dowling Skeds 


also | 
indi- | 


New Saroyan, 


Eddie Dowling, currently doing the 
‘lead and presenting ‘The Time of 


|Your Life’ at the Booth, N. Y., in 


association with the Theatre Guild, 


|has another Saroyan play and a new 
'Paul Vincent Carroll drama on his 


future schedule. Saroyan work, titled | 


|‘Love’s Old Sweet Song,’ will prob- 


ably be the next to go into produc- 


| eral ‘musts’ during the sojourn in 





| 





tion, but the Carroll piece, ‘Old Cus- 


toms,’ is also slated for this season. 
In addition, Dowling is mulling 
the presentation of a series of Irish 
one-acters, including one by Sean 
O’Casey, to be offered at special mat- 
inees. He already offered the 
femme lead to Katharine Hepburn 
Actress would naturally continue in 
‘The Philadephia Story,’ at the Shu- 


has 


ibert, N. Y., doubling in the one-act 


and virtually all the new clicks are | 


of that classification. People desire 
to forget the gloom of war reports 
and the new successes take on more 
importance in supplying sought-for 
surcease. Heavy drama may give 
more scope to Broadway's stage fare 
and is yet to come, but the edge goes 
to comedy more preponderantly than 
ever. 

Balance of Nevember will be 
rather lively with premieres which 
will include several dramas, at least 
two musicals and assortment of 
comedies. If the success percentage 
holds up as well as it has so far, 
legit activity will set a number of 
precedents and encourage the inflow 
of outside capital. 

There is no reticence in 
circles in conceding the jump in 
business, while theatre managements 
are surprised at the number of tick- 
ets sold at more than _ boxoffice 
prices. 


an 


agency 





DOROTHY GISH TO TOP 


‘MORNING’S AT SEVEN’ 


Dorothy Gish will go into 
femme lead in Paul Osborn’s ‘Morn- 
ing’s at Seven,’ replacing Lillian 
Foster, beginning with the Saturday 
matinee (18) at the Plymouth, Bos- 
ton. Play goes to the Forrest, Phila- 
deiphia, for more tuning next week 
and is slated to open at the Long- 
acre, N. Y¥,, Nov. 30. 


Dwight Wiman, who's presenting 


the show, originally wanted Miss 
Gish for the lead, but the deal fell 
through, 


| 


the 


matinees. 

Dowling and the Guild are like- 
wise considering the idea of a Coast 
company of ‘Time of Your Life,’ 
either as their own presentation or 
on a sublet basis to another manage- 
ment. Idea is to use a cast of picture 
names for a limited run. Metro has 
also has feelers out for the screen 
rights to the show, but Saroyan de- 
clined to set a price. Understood the 
studio has in mind revising the script 


and using it as an all-star vehicle, 
somewhat along the lines of ‘Grand 
Hotel.’ 

Other items still on the Dowling 


schedule are ‘Peter Penny Under the 
Dream Tree’ and ‘The Banshee.’ The 
Carroll play, ‘Old Customs, is not to 
be confused with the 
‘Kindred,’ which Edward Choate and 
Arthur Shields Saro- 
yan, besides Old 


same author’s 
are readying 


polishing ‘Love's 


Sweet Song,’ is also doing the book | 


for a musical for Bela Blau and Vin- 
cente Minelli, for which Howard 
Dieiz and Arthur Schwartz were 
formerly slated to do the lyrics and 
score. 


‘Hit and Rua’ Down 


Holly wood, Nov. 14. 

Kurt Robitschek and Andre Char- 
lot ran afoul the fire regulations last 
Thursday night (9) and were pre- 
vented from opening their ‘Hit and 
Run’ revue at the Montmartre the- 
atre, a revamp of the old Barn. Fire 
Jaddies slapped on the verboten due 
to inadequate protection for per- 
formers backstage. 

Producers are shopping 


a dow 


around for 


ntown house. 


Val TOF 
FOR 


October, Last Month of Expo, 


2 WENT 





Witnessed Rush of Out-of-, 


Towners to N.Y., with 


IN SHOWS 





the Long-Established Hits | 


Among Their 


30G 


‘GIRLS’ LEADS 


That the New 
distinctly helped 


York World’s Fair 
Broadway, espe- 


by out-of-towners to attend the lat- | 
ter, is quite evident. It was just 
the reverse during the first month 
of the Fair. when business dived 
and shows abruptly closed. 

The Fair folded at the end of 
October, which month saw distinctly 
better grosses than were registered | 
the first half of November. There | 
was no myth in the stories that! 
visitors on incoming trains had sev- 


the metropolis, the Fair and several | 
legit attractions. That would ex- 
plain the drop in the last two weeks 
of ‘Hellzapoppin’ and other long-run 
shows. 

Not that those shows tobogganed 


‘Musts’ | 
| 





a 


CLIPS HITS 








Equity, League May Yet Agree On 
New Ticket Code; Outside Board 
Expected to Decide on Violations 





Slate Marg. Sullavan 
For ‘Man With Horn’ 


Margaret Sullavan is expected to 


; appear in the femme lead opposite 


'*Young Man With a Horn’ 


too much, for ‘Hellz’ got over $26,000 | 


last week and turned an excellent 
profit though it slipped out of the 
list leadership, now held by ‘Too 
Many Girls.’ Latter again approxi- 
mated $30,000. ‘Streets of Paris’ was 
off, too, with $24,000; ‘Yokel Boy’ did 
about $21,000 and ‘Scandals,’ $20,000. 
The declines are material, but all 
are still operating profitably. 

‘Life with Father’ is Broadway’s 
newest hit. Laugh show opened 
last midweek at the Empire and 
drew rave notices, following with 
standee attendance. It may reach 
the $19,000 class, which would be 


(Continued on page 57) 
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| Burgess 





Friars Club Mulls | 
New Clubhouse In 
N.Y.; 126 Needed 


Friars Club, now housed in the 
Edison hotel annex on West 47th 
street, New York, is mulling plans 


for its own clubhouse, to be built on 
West 47th street. Deal would en- 
tail the club leasing the lower floor 
to a restaurant and using four upper 
fidors as club headquarters. = 
Friars haven't had their own club- 
house since bad times forced them to 
give up the large structure on West 
48th street, which later was used by 
the WPA. That building had hotel 
quarters, but the new clubhouse will 
not accommodate overnight guests. 
Club is said to have around $6,000 
in the treasury. A Friars Frolic will 
be staged within the next couple of. 
months to amplify the treasury and 
make clubhouse plans feasible. It’s 
figured $12,000 to $15,000 is needed to 
go ahead 
Milton Berle 
Abbott. hav 


of weeks ago, 


the clubs new 
elected a couple 
pressing the 
plans for the club’s own building. 


WEBB MAY HEAD 
CHI ‘DINNER’ CO. 


ng bee 
and he is 


Chicago company of ‘The Man 
Who Came For Dinner’ is dated to 
open at the Harris, Chicago, Dec. 21. | 


+ 


Cast, which has not been signatured, 
will rehearse in the set at the Music 
30x, N. Y., as did the original. Clif- 


ton Webb is being considered for 
the lead, despite his dissimilarity to: 
Mvu.ite Woolley, who has the part in 
the number one ow, and Alex- 
an lt r Woo “OTL, Ww} om tne mecay 


apes. 
Coast company of the laugh show, 
which will have Woollcott in the 


lead as or.ginally intended, will be 


otherwise cast out there. It is due 
to open early in February. Morris 
Jacobs, genera] manager for Sam H 
Harris, producer of ‘Dinner,’ 
supervise le Coast company 


(Buzz). Meredith when 
is pre- 
sented by Vinton Freedley and Eddie 


Blatt, show being scheduled for 
Broadway presentation early in Jan- 
uary. Script was air-mailed to Miss 
Sullavan on the Coast last week. She 
last appeared on Broadway in ‘Stage 
Door’ three seasons ago. Margaret 
Rawlings was mentioned for the 
part, but the producer is understood 
to prefer an American actress. 
Meredith is partially occupied with 
radio appearances in New York. He 


| planed to Hollywood last week after 


the broadcast for retakes on the pic- 
ture version of ‘Of Mice and Men,’ | 
returning in plenty of time for last 
Sunday’s (12) program rehearsals. 
Jed Harris is named as the possible 
Stager of ‘Horn.’ 


Rose, Todd Again 
Set for N.Y. Fair; 
Aquacade's 5006 


Managements of two standout at- 
tractions which flourished at the 
World’s Fair have already arranged 
to figure in the same spots when the 
big show on the Flushing meadows 
opens for the second season late next 
May. Billy Rose 
tied up the Aquacade and Michael 
Todd again gets the Music Hall, he 
credited with 
than $500,000 


and is expected to realign the show 


is said to have 


claims. Aquacade is 


having netted more 


somewhat. 

Todd, who landed with ‘Hot Mik- 
ado’ after hectic weeks on Broadway 
and during the early part of the Fair 
engagement, plans a Frenchy revue 
with a Parisian male name being 
angled for. He will not attempt 
another colored cast musical, despite 
the success with ‘Mikado,’ figuring 
that there is a limit to the draw from 
out of towners, 

Despite the claims that ‘Mikado’ 
was just getting by when it moved to 
the Fair, the show quickly climbed 


out of the red and Todd admits it | 
had a profit of more than $100,000 
That means that the Fair enrage- 
ment was even more successf ince 
it was in the red for nearly $70,00( 
after its engagement at the Broad 
hurst, N. Y., according to the claim 
of the management at that time 
‘Mikado’ is faring very well out of 
town Marty Forkins, who 1} in 
terested along with Bill Robin 
the show’s star, is traveling with the 
outfit, Emmet Callahan being com- 
pany manager. Todd will go to the 


Coast, seeking a femme name for an- 
other show due this winter. 


Delay ‘No Code’ 


Premiere of ‘No Code to Guide 
Her,’ comedy by Mark Reed which 
Alfred de Liagre is presenting, was 
postponed from tonight (Wed.) until 
Saturday (18). Additional rehearsal 
of two leads was decided on, as 
bert G. Carroll, who came on from 
the Coast, only on hand for 
two weeks, while Violet Heming 
joined the cast last week, following 
the folding of ‘Summer Nicht.’ 

Saturday debut was set because of 


Was 


next week’s crowded opening night 
card. Understood author i 
NaKill, ome CI pi revi ( 


+ 


| breaches 





Decision On whether Equity will 
as a factor in the ticket 
system brought its 
committee together with the man- 
in the League of New York 


continue 


control code 


agers 
Theatres offices twice again, as the 
deadline for the pact’s continuance 
Code was to have ex- 
pired today but after a hot joint 
session yesterday (Tuesday) morn- 
ing, the factions came to partial 
agreement and the ticket control] sys- 
tem with new provisions may prob- 
ebly extend through the season. 

Equity’s council extended its par- 
ticipation in the code for another 
week. 

Equity had offered drastic changes, 
aimed for effective enforcement and 
suggesting the most stringent penal- 
ties including suspension, expulsion 
and heavy fines. Actors end was 
and is willing for the managers to 
reshuffle the matter of pcnaltics, but 
insist on an impartial board con- 
sisting of persons outside show busi- 
ness to decide when and if man- 
agers or ticket brokers are guilty 
or infractions. Managers finally con- 


was neared. 


| ceded and each side will name three 


representatives to draw up the reg- 
ulation to create the board. 

It was that feature that the man- 
agers battled over. They stated 
they could not see why they should 
put themselves in the hands of any 
beard, not familiar with show busi- 
ness, and this vital point was argued 
pro and con with no settlement un- 
til yesterday’s session. 

Equity bunch came forward with 
another idea to appease the man- 
agerial objection that acceptance of 
a ‘trial board’ would lay the show- 
men open to possible inequitable de- 


cisions. New suggestion is that a 
sub-committee of those in show 
business first -onsider alleged 


of regulations and if not 
sustained, they would not go to the 
outside board. Such a committee 
would be composed of a manager, 
an Equityite and a third member to 
be agreed on, or it might be a group 
of five. 
Discipline Difficult 
Equity the diffi- 
of the League disciplining its 
manager-members. Last sea- 
on it was a problem to get a quo- 
rum at League sessions when it was 
that certain members were 
with evading or breaching 


side recognized 
culty 


own 


Known 


charged 


the rules. Actors said they did not 
blame the managers for declining to 
‘convict’ fellow showmen, but de- 


(Continued on page 62) 


JONES-COLBURN REP. 
TO STICK IN CANADA 


Theatre 
Toronto to 

e Colburn repertory company 
om London, with the idea of a tie- 


Guild 


look over the Barry Jones- 


executives went t 


for Broadway and bookings this 
ide of the border. The troupe, how- 
ever, will make a trans-continental 
tour through Canada and the attrac- 
tions will not be available until] next 
Merch. 
The rep at present consists of 


‘Geneva’ and ‘Charles The 
both plays having attracted 
erable attention in Dominion circles. 
A third play, “Tobias and The Angel,’ 
will be presented on the return trip 


King,’ 


consid- 


from the Coast. It was explained to 
the American showmen that the 
Jones-Colburn outfit is under the 


of the British 
and it is questionable if he 
the U.S 
rally understood that the pres- 
entations in Canada primarily 
propaganda. Around the company it 

> ed that the tour is designed 
hen morale and for good- 


consul in 


per on 
would okay appearances in 
Gene 


are 


is explal 
to cirer p 


+ 


vj Pointed out that Great Britain 
red English companies 
ed in several foreign land 

f en there was no war 


ee 
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tter Shows, Names 


and Trade 





Account for Cleve.’s Big Legit B. 0. 


— 


Cleveland, Nov. 14. 
Legit’s striking comeback here this 
attributed partly to high- 
pressure boosting by the recently 
formed Playgoers of Cleveland, Inc., 
is painting the Hanna in black ink 
for the first time in several years. 


season, 


To date, on only its initial six road| 


shows, Bill Blair’s house has grossed 
$78,000. That is 75% beter than last 
semester’s figures, coming within| 
25% of what this stand grossed on 16 
attractions during 1938-39. 

Although it was a new play. Ruth 


Chatterton’s ‘Tonight We Dance’ 
opened bonanza vein by digging | 


$9,000 at $2.50 top for eight perform- | 
ances. Gertrude Lawrence's follow- | 
ing ‘Skylark’ went better with $9,500 | 
in four shows at same scale. ‘l 
Married an Angel’ struck richer pay | 
dirt by shoveling out $10,400 in three | 
days at $3.30 top. Nearly the house’s | 
highest Shakespearean figure was hit | 
by Maurice Evans as ‘Hamlet,’ $17,-' 
000 in one week at top prices. Kath- 
arine Cornell and Frances Lederer 
in ‘No Time For Comedy,’ at $3.30 top 
copped smashing $20,000 last week. 
Paul! Muni’s new ‘Key Largo,’ in four 
performances, wound up with near 
capacity $12,100. 

Neither town nor the Hanna have | 
seen money and crowds like that) 
since the palmy days 10 years ago. 
While higher quality of road shows 
and top flight names are major fac- 
tors, town’s sole legit spot has been 
put on its feet by chamber of com- 
merce’s backing. Its campaign 
netted 800 subscribers, who coughed 
up $125 per head in advance for re- 
served seats to 20 of this season's | 
plays, and enough newspaper bally- 
hoo to make natives drama-minded. | 
Success of Playgoers’ drive, as well} 
as strong grosses, are now being 
mentioned in its circulars by C.ofC. 





SNEAK THIEVES BREAK 
LOOSE AGAIN ON B’WAY. 


| 

Petty thievery which sporadically | 
annoys players and house managers 
on Broadway, is again reported. | 
Recently during the brief stay at the | 
Lyceum of ‘The Possessed,’ there were 
forays into the dressing rooms, with | 
losses amounting to around $100. As} 
the stage door is continuously pro- | 
tected against strangers, it is be-| 
lieved the sneaks entered the house | 
from fire escapes on the 45th side of 
the theatre, where exits are kept| 
open during performances as re-} 
quired by city regulations. Actors | 
have often been warned to keep! 
windows locked when overlooking 
fire escapes, but many apparently 
forget that precaution, \ 


‘Possessed’ was the first regular | 








school. Settings and props were 
hauled back to its headquarters near 
Ridgefield, Conn. Chekhov group is 
dated for a second Broadway try 
during the winter. 





Qidest Negro Rep. 
Theatre Burns Up 


Cleveland, Nov. 14. 
Oldest Negro repertory theatre in 





the coun:ry, the Karamu, was almcst 
destroyed by fire last week, leaving 
the Gilpin Players homeless after 


20 years of active work. 

Gilpiners were rehearsing ‘It’s 
Better For To Sing,’ a new play by 
Dorothy Paxton, 
playwright, when fire swept through 
their model plant. Freceric Mc- 
Connell, director of Play House, im- 
mediately offered them use of his 
small Brcoke theatre for its preem 
which is coming off Nov. 29. Mrs. 
Rowena Jelliffe, who founded the 
Karamu, which is being rebuilt, will 
direct. 





Biackstoners’ Encore 





National Lawyers Guild will re- 
peat at the Nora Bayes theatre, N. Y., 
Nov. 25, ‘Court Street’, 
drama which it presented for three 
performances at the Heckscher last 
month. 

Sellout at the Heckscher led to 
the plans for the additional perfor- 
mance by the 23 practicing attorneys 
who make up the cast. 


| Landing and then headed south for 


Cleveland actress- | 


comedy- ! 


Lambs’ Big Gambol 





The Lambs held a Gambol in the | 
(12), more inter- | 


clubhouse Sunday 
est being shown in the affair than for 
| similar shows, restricted to the mem- 
bership and male guests, held in 
some years. 
out in advance, although priced at 
$10 each. Admission at that rate is 
explainable by the fact that dinner 
was served after the performance, as 
in former times. 
years club entertainments had no 
food adjunct. 

Olsen and Johnson were the Col- 
lies and framed a laugh show in 
which a number of the ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’ company participated. Show 
included most of the material to be 
used in the public Gambol dated for 
Dec. 9 at the Waldorf-Astoria 





| Opera House, Chicago. 


Modern Theatre Fire | Opera House, Boston. 
Laws Too Tough On =| King)—tyceum, 


, 15); Parkway, Madison (17-18).’ 


Ancient Miss. Showboats 





Memphis, Nov. 14. 

Seems the old-time showboats | 
aren't popular in the larger south- 
ern cities any more. Albert Coop- 
er’s ‘Dixie Queen’ tried to show here 
last week, but was nixed by city 
fathers as not conforming to munici- | 
pal fire laws for theatres. Boat 
played upriver at  “ichardson’s | 


smaller Mississippi and Arkansas | 
towns. 

Same thing happened four years 
agc to Capt Bill Menke’s ‘Holly- | 
wood.’ Menke outwitted opposition, | 
however, by moving up Wolf River, 
a Mississippi tributary, just beyond 
the city limits. (County has no such | 
law.) Wolf too low now for navi- 
gation. 


Reports of simiiar 
several larger cities. Small towns 
still like floating mellerdrammers 
at rare intervals. ‘Dixie Queen’ is 
doing repertoire as usual. 


experience in 


LOOKS LIKE ‘MULATTO’ 
BAN STANDS IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Nov. 14. 
Judge Curtis Bok yesterday (Mon- 
day) clearly indicated he would up- 
hold Mayor George Connell’s ban on 
the production, ‘Mulatto,’ skedded to 
open at the Walnut St., Monday (20). 
Although admitting that he per- 
sonally favored the showing of the 
play, Judge Bok said the Legislature 





the hands of the mayor. 
counsel for 
briefs and said he would make a 
final ruling within the next few days. 
| Meyer Kraus, attorney for the thea- 
tre, told the court the play was 
shown in New York for a year and 
| in other cities in the east and mid- 
{| west without any public objection. 
Prominent Negroes were called by 
Assistant City Solicitor James F. 
Ryan to testify that the showing of 
*‘Mulatto” would cause racial disturb- 
ances, such as were created 25 years 
ago when ‘The Clansman’ was shown 
at the Forrest. Two years ago the 
late Mavor S. Davis Wilson also re- 
fused to allow the showing of 
‘Mulatto’ at the Locust St. 








Scripts 





| 

Ira Blue and Mordecai Gorelik | 

| are working on a drama, ‘No Human | 
Blue is a theatrical attorney, ! 


Hand.’ 
while Gorclik is the scenic designer. 
| It's a first attempt for both. 

Kate Warriner is working on an 


‘ 





‘from the novel by Maurice Walsh. 
; She previously adapted ‘The Jessamy 


| ; Current Road Shows 


All tickets were sold | 


_ LEGITIMATE 








(Week of Nov. 13) 





‘Abe Lincoln in Miinols’ (Raymond | 


Massey )—Forrest, Philadelphia. 


CONNELLY HUNTING 
FOR ‘LIVING’ LEADS 
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Mare Connelly, having completed 
| the screenplay of Joseph Conrad's 


‘Aries Is Rising’—Shubert, New ‘victory’ for Anthony Veiller prod- 


Haven (16-18). 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ — Playhouse, 


| Hollywood. 


Paramount, is still on 
the Coast, where he’s trying to line 


| > 
}uction at 


Colbourne-Jones (repertory)—-His , Up leads for his legit play, ‘Land of 


Majesty’s, Montreal. 
‘Desert Song’—Biltmore, Los An- 
geles, 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ (Ethel Mer- | poxes.’ 


man, Bert Lahr)—Shubert, Boston. 
Eva Le Gallienne 


| 


| show. 
(repertory)— on his production schedule. 


Municipal Auditorium, Little Rock | 
(13); Ellis Auditorium, Memphis (14- Connelly, is figuring on a January 


| Boston. 


| son)—Erlanger, Philadelphia. 


| (14); 
| Hutchinson, Kans. 


15); Auditorium, Jackson, Miss. (16);! production of ‘Viceroy Sarah,’ the | eral manager-membership. 


| State College Auditorium, Columbus, | Norman Ginsbury play which was | fore the Playwrights held off joining 
In the last several | 


Miss. (17); Highschool Auditorium, 


Birmingham (18). | 


‘Farm of Three Echoes’ (Ethel 


Barrymore )—National, Washington. | Webster is set to direct. 


He’s due back in New 
about a week. Florence 
recently in ‘The Little 
is the only one set for the 
Connelly has no other play 


the Living.’ 
York in 
Williams, 


Bela Blau, production associate of 


tested last summer at Harrison, Me. 
Mary Cass Canfield and _ Ethel 
Bordon are revising it and Margaret 
Dame May 


Mers. Open Door 
For Playwrights 
And Labor Stage 


A special class of membership has 
been created by the League of New 
| York Theatres whereby the Play- 
| wrights’ Co. and Labor Stage may 
| join the managerial association on 
virtually the same footing as the gen- 
Hereto- 








the League on the grounds that they 
could hardly participate as members 
in activities affecting the Dramatists 
| Guild, to which they belong, such as 





‘Golden Boy’ (Eric Linden)—High-| Whitty and Mady Christians are | negotiating a basic agreement. Labor 


auditorium, 
Civic 


school 


(13); auditorium, Pasadena | 


(15); Auditorium, Long Beach (16);' ing the Maurice Evans production of | the 


Philharinonic auditorium, Los An- 
geles (17-18). 
‘Hamlet’ (Maurice Evans)—-Grand 
‘Hot Mikado’ (Bill Robinson)—, 
‘| Married An_ Angel’ 
Minneapolis 


‘Key Largo’ (Paul Muni)—Colonial, | 


| Boston. 


| a 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’—Locust, | Actors Swamp WPA 


| Philadelphia. 


‘Leave It to Me’ (Victor Moore, | 


| William Gaxton, Sophie Tucker )— | 
| Cass, Detroit. 


| 
‘Madam, Will You Walk?’ (George 
| 


| M. Cohan)—Ford’s, Baltimore. 


‘Mamba’s Daughters’ § (Ethel 


| Waters)—Hartman, Columbus. 
introduce Federal legislation intended | 
ito establish a national theatre, backed 
| by the Government, also to revive the | ~ 


‘Mornings At Seven’—Plymouth, 

‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more)—Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘No Time for Comedy’ (Katharine 
Cornell)—Harris, Chicago. 

‘Of Mice and Men’ (Guy Robert-' 


‘On Borrowed Time’—-Grand, To-| 
peka, Kans. (13); Fox, Joplin, Mo. | 
Orpheum, Wichita (15); Fox, | 
(16); Paramount, | 
Omaha (17-18). 

‘Outward Bound’ (Laurette Taylor, | 
Florence Reed)—Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘Ring Two’ (June Walker)—Mary- 
land, Baltimore. 


Ruth Draper § (monologs)—Play- 
house, Wilmington (18) 
San Carle Opera—Massey Hall, 


Toronto (13-15); His Majesty’s. 
‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 

Everett Horton)—Erlanger, Chicago. 
‘Taming ef the Shrew’ (Alfred 

Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Curran, San 


| Francisco. 


resentation by the Chekhov drama| [24 taken the power from the courts | 
a 4 . sid in these matters and placed them in | 
He asked | 
both sides to present | 


' which 
adaptation of ‘The Small Dark Man,’ , 


‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Tabela Temple, Rockford, Ill. (12): 
Grand, Davenport (13-14); Orpheum, 


| with 


had 


| cepted, 


Champaign, Ill. (15-16); Roxy, 
Springfield, Wl. (17-18). 

‘Tobacco Road’ (Slim Timblin)—' 
State, Paterson, N. J. (13-16); Lyric, 


Allentown, Pa. (17-18). 

‘Tonight We Dance’ (Ruth Chatter- 
ton)—American, St. Louis, 
‘What a Life’ (Jackie 
Chateau, Rochester, Minn. (13): Pal- 


Coogan )— ! 


| 


ace, Canton (15); Madison, Mansfield, | 


O. (16); Colonial, Akron (17); Mars, 
Lafayette, Ind. (18). 


‘White Steed’ — Davidson, Mil- 
waukee (13-15); English, Indianap- 


Olis (16-18). 





Syr. Ams in 2d Try 
As Substitute for Duals 


Syracuse, Nov. 14 

Second chapter in the Syracuse 
Little Theater’s experiment with the 
substitution of one-act dramas for 
second features in film houses will be 
presented at the Paramount here to- 
morrow (Wed.) night. 

Local ams clicked with their first 


Phoenix, Ariz.| tentatively set for the leads. 


However, Miss Christians is tour- 
‘Hamlet’ and might elect to stay 
that if it resumes the road 
after its Broadway engagement be- 


|ginning jate this month. Show has 


done healthy business on the tour 


|}so far and Evans is reported to be 
(Dennis, mulling the possibility of taking it, 
(12-|to the Coast after the first of the | 


year. 





And Equity on Latest 
Relief Theatre Report 


Plans of several U. S. senators to 


Works Progress Administration re- 
lief theatre, gave rise to reports 
along Broadway that such proposals 
been already assured. Any 
number of telephone calls were re- 


ceived by Equity and at WPA head- | 
the | 


quarters in New York as to 
proper precedure for applications. 

It was explained that while the 
legislators have prepared the meas- 


| ures, none could be introduced at the 
| recent session of Congress, which con- 


vened for the sole purpose of lifting 
the war embargo, and that the bills 
in question are expected to be con- 
sidered at the next congressional 
huddle dated to begin in February. 
By word of mouth, players who had 
been in the Federal Theatre Project 
were told that registration at this 
time was the proper procedure, es- 
pecially by those who can prove un- 
questioned professional background. 

No such registrations are being ac- 
however, and around WPA 
the report merely caused another 
headache. 


ED 


Dramatists Guild To 
Hold Open Forum 


Open forum meeting of the asso- 
ciate members (those who have not 
had a play produced on Broadway) 


{of the Dramatists Guild has been 


effort a month ago and ‘Debt Takes a | 


Holiday’ will be second effort. 





‘Pastoral’ Quits 


Third new play casualty of the 
Broadway season was ‘Pastoral,’ | 
was withdrawn from the 
Miller, Saturday (11), after playing 
less than two weeks. Show was 
thumbed-down by press and got lit- 





Bride,’ from Frankfort Moore’s book. | tle coin after the debut. 


She's a legit actress. 


Erik Barnouw is working on a new | 


play, ‘Every-Guy.” Author is in- 
University. 

Logan Clyde (pseudonym 
Maida Reade and Thomas Clyde) are 


revising their comedy, ‘Call From! 

Limbo.” Miss Reade has also written 

‘Ruined by Request’ under her own 
| name. 


a en a 


structor of radio writing at Columbia | 


for 





PASTORAL 
Gpened Nov. 1, 1939. None of 
the critics saw anything of merit 
in the Victor Wolfson comedy. 
Atkinson (Times) opined ‘it is 


nothing more than a crop of | 
silliness and ineptitude.” Varirry 
(Ibee) said ‘hardly possible 


‘Pastoral’ can survive.’ 





called for the afternoon of Nov. 26 


at the Adelphi theatre, N. Y. Idea 
is t9 give the associates, who have no 
vote in the Guild, a chance to air 
their views on possible reforms in 
the organization, particularly toward 
isting unestablished playwrights. 
Elmer Rice, new president of the 
Guild, decided on the forum discus- 
sion after a number of the associate 
members brought up the question of 
possible Guild reforms at last 
week’s annual meeting. 

Of the more than 1,000 


ass 


| York and a hefty turnout is expect- 


ed. Rice will preside and the Guild 
council will also be present. Adel- 
phi was apparently picked for the 
session because the Playwrights’ Co., 
of which Rice is a men.ber, has the 
theatre on a flat rental basis for the 


regular presentation of ‘Abe Lincoln | 


in Illinois.’ 





Orlob’s 2 Plays 


Two plays for Broadway produc- | 


tion, following completion of the 
film on which he is now working, 
are held by Hareld Orlob. One, 
which he has optioned, is ‘The Mad- 


Hatters’ by Pat Ballard, radio 
writer, who did the script for Or- 
lob’s picture, ‘Listen Luella,’ 


Other play is ‘Falling Star,’ Holly- 
wood story, by Orlob and Ted Hekt. 


associate | 
members, 800 are residents of New | 


Stage said it could not belong to a 
/capitalistic group because they are of 
International Ladies Garment 
| Workers union (Pins and Needles’), 
Managers replied it was obviously 
‘unfair for those outside the League 
to benefit by the work it has dona 
Pointed out they have been receiv- 
ing the benefit of contracts and 
agreements which the League has 
worked out and yet have been on the 
cuff. Average producer with a-suc- 
cess pays as much as $500 yearly to 
the League, at $10 weekly for each 
week the show operates, some show- 
men paying considerably more when 
| show and house are under the same 
management. 
| Playwrights and labor people con- 
, ceded that point and formally agreed 
to join if not asked to sit in on dis- 
|} cussions where their other interests 
'were concerned. Otherwise, both 
are entitled to vote on any other 
| proposal. 





| 
| 


FIVE DIRECTORS HAD 
TIME OF YOUR LIFE’ 


No less than five directors figured 
in the staging of ‘Time of Your Life,’ 
| the William Saroyan comedy drama 
'presented by the Theatre Guild in 
association with Eddie Dowling at 
the Booth, N. Y., currently. This 
lis not the only curiosity connected 
| with “Time,’ which drew a generally 
|favorable press, surprising after 
| doubtful reports from out of town. 
| Author clashed with the directors 
from time to time, although he ad- 
| mitted that he’d only seen four plays 
jin his life, including his own ‘Time.’ 
| He protested against a costume pa- 
{rade during rehearsals and ventured 
to say ‘there is no such thing.’ 


‘Time’ started off with fine prom- 
ise, but is aided by the Guild’s sub- 
scription, so there are comparatively 
|few tickets for sale at the limited 
capacity Booth. Dowling figures 
three ways, being co-producer, co- 
director and playing the leading 
part. Author is billed as co-director, 
while the supervision of the staging 
'was by Theresa Helburn and Law- 
{rence Langner. Robert Lewis, the 
|original director, walked out during 
{the try-out when too many diverse 
|ideas were expressed. 
| First-nighters and subsequent 
audiences were puzzled over identi- 
{fying most of the characters, and, 
'as the play largely consists of bits, 
lreviewers strove with only partial 
who was who in 
those parts. Out of town there was 
descriptive matter beside each char- 
acter name, but ail such billing was 
dropped when the show was 
| brought in. 


success to learn 


| Future Plays 

‘The Rich Die Laughing,’ comedy 
| by Hamilton Wight, has been bought 
|for Broadway production by Francis 
|Curtis. Play will be presented fol- 
{lowing revisions. Curtis has been 
{associated with Richard Myers in 
; legit production in the past. 
‘Seventh Heaven,’ the Acxctiz 
| Strong play produced in 1922 at the 
| Booth, is being revived for a road 
tour by Aldrich & Myers. Hardie 
| Albright is driecting Charles Far- 
rell ir. the leading role. 





_.? Tibbett’s Break-In 


| Lawrence Tibbett, Jr., went into 
_the cast of ‘The Man Who Came to 
Dinner,’ at the Music Box, N. Y., 
_last week, in a small part. 

It’s his first Broadway 
ance, although he’s previously played 


appear- 


, in summer stock. 
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‘Comedy Sellout $20,500, Paces Happy 
Chi; Hamlet’ Bright 16€ in Opening Wk. 


Chicago, Nov. 14. 

Business is great, with all four 
legit houses riding on a fine crest of 
prosperity. 

Katharine Cornell is doing ca- 
pacity at the Harris with ‘No Time 
for Comedy.’ In for three weeks, it 
could stay much longer, according to 
take. The best bet in years around 
this town for the brokers, who are 
swamped with requests for tickets 
at almost any price. 

After a slow start the Maurice 
Evans’ ‘Hamlet’ perked at the Grand 
and wound up the first of its two 
weeks in good fashion. Notices were 
excellent and student biz was fine. 

Sellout for ‘Comedy’ is aiding ‘My 
Dear Children’ plenty. Latter is next 
door, at the Selwyn, where, in its 
27th week, it continues to roll along 
in great style. 

After three weeks, ‘The White 
Steed,’ blew out of the Erlanger, the 
first of the American Theatre 
Society subscription series, and con- 
tinued its midwest tour. Was re- 
placed in the house last night (Mon- 
day) by Edward Everett Horton in 
revival of ‘Springtime for Henry.’ 

On the coming-up list are ‘Leave 
It to Me,’ due on Monday (20) at the 
4.000-seat Auditorium; ‘Outward 
Bound’ in the Harris, Nov. 27, and 
on Christmas day, in the same house, 


will arrive the second company of 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner.’ 
Following ‘Hamlet,’ the Grand is 


slated to darken until Jan. 8, when 
it relights with Raymond Massey in 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois.’ 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Hamlet,’ Grand (lst week) (1,300; 
$3.30). Started rather mildly but 
came back strong towards the finish 





‘OUTWARD BOUND’ NIFT 
$16,000 IN WASHINGTO 


Washington, Nov. 14. 

Thanks to reviews and _ interest 
hanging over from one-night stand 
at last President’s Birthday cam- 
| paign, ‘Outward Bound?’ finished best 
week of its road tour on Saturday 
(11) at Cap’s only legiter, aided by 
American Theatre Society subscrib- 
| ers. 

Current is Ethel Barrymore in pre- 
Broadway stopover of ‘Farm of 
3 Echoes,’ also ATS. Monday (20) 
will see George M. Cohan in Play- 
wright Co.’s production of late Sidney 
Howard's last one, ‘Madame, Will 
You Walk.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Outward Bound,’ National 
$2.75). 
reviews 
$16,000. 


Boston Sizzling: 
Mikado’ 266 


‘Warm’ $21,500 





(1,698; 
ATS subscriptions and swell 
helped to approximately 

















Boston, Nov. 14. 


‘Hot Mikado,’ in its first road en- 


‘NOTICES OKAY, ‘FARM’ 
| REAPS $12,000, DET. 


| 

Detroit, Nov. 14. 

, Always a fave here, Ethel Barry- 

|more was accorded — notices on 
a 


j her ‘Farm of 3 Echoes’ 
| ‘Leave It to Me,’ with Sophie 
Tucker, co-star, getting plenty of 
| bally on her doubling at Book-Cadil- 
lac hotel’s Casino, is current at the 
Cass at $3.30 top. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Farm of 3 Echoes,’ Cass (1,500; 
$2.75). Satisfactory $12,000 for eight 
performances, 


ME HOT $29,400 
IN PITTSBURGH 





$12,000 for six days. 








Pittsburgh, Nov. 14. 

‘Leave It to Me’ came through 
| with top gross of season so far at the 
| Nixon last week. Clocked better 
| than $29,400 to top previous high for 
| year, made by Helen Hayes in 
|‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ by more 
|} than four grand. Missed capacity by 
a couple of rows first two nites, but 
went to SRO with Wednesday mat 
‘and stayed that way for remaining 
_ performances. 

Pittsburgh’s always been a great 
town for musicals, and star value in 
this one, together with fact that it’s 
| the first tune show to play here since 
‘I Married an Angel’ last winter, | 
made it a pushover. Could have 
easily stayed another week. 

Nixon currently has ‘Outward 
| Bound,’ third show of American 
| Theatre Society series, and is booked 
solidly until Xmas week, when it 
| will go dark for first time this sea- 


} 





to snatch bright $16,000. In for two] gagement here last week, wound up| son, 


weeks only. 

‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (26th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Wound up half- 
year mark here in great style at 
$11,000. 

‘Ne Time for Comedy,’ Harris (lst 
week) (1,000; $3.30). Capacity, which 
means dynamite $20,500. 

‘White Steed,’ Erlanger (3d-final 
week) (1,400; $2.75). Had a profit- 
able three-week stay here and 
finished to okay $9,000. 


FOLIES’ SNARES SMASH 


$17,000 IN LOS ANGELES 


Los Angeles, Nov. 14. 
Biltmore went dark Saturday (11) 
after two weeks of the revived 
*Desert Song,’ which played to satis- 
factory grosses but was not rated as 


big money-maker. Another opus 
bowing out on Sunday (12), was 


Federal Music Project's 
Time’ after three weeks at 
wood Plavhouse. Project's 
late Soldier’ replaces tonight (Tues- 
day). 


Holly- 


‘Folies Bergere’ continues big at 
El Capitan, Hollywood, where it is 
now in third stanza. 

Estimates fer Last Week 

‘Folies Bergere,’ E| Capitan, Holly- 


wook (2d week) (1,560; $1.10). Fre- 
quent sellouts during past week for 
around $17,000, big. Presenting two 


shows nightly and three on Sunday. | 


‘Desert Song,’ Biltmore (2d week) 
(1,656; $1.50). 
weeks of satisfactory biz. Take on 
final stanza reached $7,500, okay. 

‘Blossom Time,’ Hollywood Play- 
house (3d-final week) (1,130; $1.10). 
Profitable $4,300 on last of 
weeks. Makes way for 
Music Project’s ‘Chocolate Soldier.’ 


‘Charles’-‘Geneva’ Rep. 


Nice $8,500 in Toronto 


Toronto, Nov. 14. 

Held over for five performances, 
G. B. Shaw's ‘Geneva,’ with three 
extra performances of Maurice Col- 
bourne’s ‘Charles, the King,’ gave 
the Royal Alexandra a nice $8,500. 

Originally, ‘Geneva’ was skedded 
to hold over for the entire week: 
requests for repeat performances of 
‘Charles,’ however, saw latter pre- 
sented Friday night (10) and for 
two Saturday (11) performances. 

Both plays currently splitting at 
Capitol, Ottawa. 





‘Geneva,’ Opera in Montreal 
Montreal, Nov. 14. 
Two shows are current here, at the 


Forum and His Majesty’s, one being | 


opera at low prices and the other a 
return visit of the Maurice Col- 
bourne and Barry Jones presentation 
of ‘Geneva.” San Carlo Opera 
offering five operas at 75c to $1.50. 

‘Geneva’ advance sales are said to 
be ‘not as expected.’ Latter runs 
from today (Tuesday) to Saturday 
(18) with two mats. Former comes 
in Friday (17) and plays through 
Sunday (19), with two mats. 


loa 
iV 


‘Blossom | 


‘Choco- | 


Bowed out after two | 


three | 
Federal ! 


Co. | 


a smash hit, with the advance sale 
'for the second and final week being 
|very big. ‘Very Warm for May,’ the 
|new Kern-Hammerstein musical, also 
| did smash biz. 

| ‘Mornings at Seven,’ new Paul Os- 
born drama, drew encouraging coin 
| after divided press. In its formative 
stage it’s anybody’s guess as to its 
| potential strength on Broadway. 

| ‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ new mu- 
|sical with Ethel Merman and Bert 
Lahr, opened two-week tryout here 
llast night (Monday). ‘ 


last night. ‘Tobacco Road’ returns 
for two weeks starting Nov. 20, this 
time with Slim Timblin in the lead. 
‘Madam, Will You Walk?’ Sidney 


| 
| 
! 


After Three,” new musical 


| 27th. 
Estimates for Last Week 


| ‘Hot Mikado,’ Opera House (lst 
week) (2,944: $2.75)—Got raves all 
around and socko $26,000. Hub is a 


pushover for straight Gilbert-Sulli- 
van and apparently they like this 
variation. 

‘Very Warm for May,’ Colonial 
(1,643; $3.30) — Built capacity 
houses late in the week, with steady 
biz right through. Show consider- 
ably revised for the betier. Single 
week big $21,500. 

‘Mornings at Seven,’ Plymouth (Ist 
week) (1,480; $2.75). Getting 


to 


a 


tightening up before going to New), 


York. Meanwhile, it drew satisfac- 
tory $12,000. 


Waters-Mamba’ Nice 


St. Louis, Nov. 14. 
Daughters,’ with Ethel 
top role, grabbed nice 


Mamba’s 
Waters in 


$15,000 for one week ending Satur- | 


-_+ 
abl 


day (11) the American theatre 
In addition to raves by crix, all three 
daily rags kicked in with swell 
features on Miss Waters, of which 
contributed to healthy biz. 
Ruth Chatterton, in ‘Tonight 

| Dance,’ opened week’s engagement at 
'the American last night (Monday). 


Estimate for Last Week 


‘Mamba’s Daughters,” American 
(1,707; $2.50). Eight performances 
copped $15,000, swell. 


ali 





Coogan-‘Life’ Mild 


Minneapolis, Nov. 14. 


Theatre Corp.’s four Alvin offerings, 
in opposition to the Lyceum, regular 
legit roadshow house here, last week 
labored under handicap of having 
been seen here last season (pre- 
sented by another company) at 

lower scale and als 





rn 
u 


preceding the Lyceum’s ‘1 Married | 


an Angel.’ 
Estimate for Last Week 


| ‘What a Life,’ Alvin (1,600; $2.75). | $11,000 with Ruth Chatterton in ‘To- | 


Jackie Coogan’s presence un- 
doubtedly attracted some attention, | 
but mild $1,200 for the tw 


only 


|} nights and matinee. 


‘Key Largo,’ | 
with Paul Muni, premiered here also | 


Howard play, opens Nov. 27. ‘Three |} 
starring | 
|}Simone Simon, is also dated for the! 


$15,600 in St. Louis 


We | 


In Mpls. Split, $1,200, 


of immediately | 


| Estimate for Last Week 

|. ‘Leave It To Me,’ Nixon (2,100; 
| $3.30). Moore, Gaxton and Tucker 
| surefire b.o. and musical rolled up a 
|money high for season at over 
| $29,400. 


“DUBARRY’ $12,000 IN 
_ NEW HAVEN OPENING 


| New Haven, Nov. 14. 
| The Shubert taxed its rafters last 
; weekend when ‘DuBarry Was a 
| Lady’ premiered here. Advance sale 
plus glowing notices brisked the b.o. 
to four capacity shows and a hand- 
some gross. 
| Due this week (16-18) is the try- 
out of ‘Aries Is Rising,’ with Con- 
}stance Collier. First half of next 
|} week (20-22) brings in ‘Kiss the Boys 


Goodbye’ and for last two days of 
|same week (24-25) is opening of | 
‘Three After Three,’ musical with 


Simone Simon. 

Estimate for Last Week 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ Shubert 
(1,600; $3.30). Four sellouts piled up 

better than $12,000. 


| 
! 


‘B d Time’ 56, K. C 
orrowed lime Ob, A. UC. 
ies 
Kansas City, Nov. 14. 

‘On Borrowed Time,’ with Taylor 
'Holmes heading the cast, played 
three days (9-11) here in the Music 
|} Hall Jast week, second in the series 
|of four being presented under sub- 


scription by Legitimate Theatre | 
Corp. 

Gross estimated at $5,000, with 
60°% coming in at the gate at a $2.24 
top and rest from the subscription 
Jist. 


‘Borrowed Time’ Off Indpls. 
Nov .14. 
Borrowed 


Indianapolis 
| Taylor Holmes ‘On 
Time,’ slated at 
nally for two nights last week (7-8), 
and Wednesday matinee, was forced 
to drop the afternoon session due to 
boxoffice ennul, 


In 


time for Henry’ latter half of week, 
| garnered nifty $8,000 for three eve- 
|nings and Saturday matinee (11). 
Estimates for Last Week 

| ‘On Borrowed Time,’ 
} (1,500; $2.20). Following recent 
|showing of pic, play skidded with 
| $1,000. 
‘Springtime fer 
: (1,500; $2.75), 
| lifted gross to nifty $12,200 for three 


Henry,’ English 


‘What a Life,’ first of Legitimate! nights and matinee here and four 


, performances in Columbus. 


| 

Chatterton Play Opens 
Cincy Season to $12,000 

Cincinnati, Nov. 14. 


The Cox, 1,200 seater, opened legit 
} season here last week to a pleasing 








night We Dance’ at $2.50 top. 
Hou dark this week, but reopen 


indav (19) for wee f ‘White 


2e 
Si 


i Steed’ at $2.83 top 


st week at | 
the Cass, result being a satisfactory | 


| (61st week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Slipped 


| little business; rated under $2,500. 


the English origi- | 


oe : } 
Edward Everett Horton, in ‘Spring- 


j}for Actors Fund, however). 


English} 


Popularity of Horton | 


Fair’s Exodus Clips 


Continued from page 55 ' 


,;among the straight-show toppers. 
‘Margin for Error’ was quoted 
around $12,000 in its first full week | 
lat the Plymouth. It should make} 
the grade. ‘Sea Dogs,’ one of last} 
week’s entrants, is a doubtful stayer 
at the Elliott, drawing a weak press. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ got top 
money among the straight shows, 
$21,600 in nine performances (extra 
matinee Election Day). Added per- 
formances did not up the take in, 








Bway Hits; 


Father Looms as Newest Smash 


cone efter revisions; 
(17). 

‘Yokel Boy,’ Majestic (20th week) 
(R-1,107; $3.30). Affected like most 
other musicals, but goodly profit at 
better than $21,000 last week. 

ADDED 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (i02da 
week) (R-961; $1.65). Steady money- 
maker; intimate revue presented by 
labor unionists has been topping $7.- 
000, virtual capacity; new skits and 
numbers inserted helping. 


opens Friday 





some spots, but ‘Skylark’ got $20,000 7 
in nine times. ‘Philadelphia Story’ 
nabbed $20,000 (eight); ‘Ladies and 
Gentlemen,’ $17,000 (eight). 


Next week three premieres are set 
for nearly every night: ‘The World 
We Make’ (‘Of Day and Night’), 
Guild; ‘Ring Two,’ Miller; ‘Aries Is 
Rising,’ Golden; ‘I Know What I 
Like,’ Hudson; new edition of ‘Pins 
and Needles,’ Windsor, and a cabaret | 
travesty called, ‘She Gave Him All 
She Had,’ a former cafe on 48th 
street, renamed Uncle Sam's Music 
Hall, to be the theatre. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Abe Lincoln in Mlinois,’ Adelphi 
(57th week) (D-1,434; $1.10). Going 
off in another week; moved from 
Plymouth some weeks ago and re- 
duced scale; did well for a time, then 
slipped; under $7,000. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
more than anticipated; run musical, 
with added Election Day matinee, 
grossed around $26,000; affords 
plenty of profit at that level. 

‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ Beck (5th 
week) (C-1,214; $3.30). Theatre 
parties materially helped in early 
| weeks; business still okay but it has | 
| eased off to around $17,000. 
| ‘Life With Father,’ Empire (2d) 
|} week) (C-1,096; $3.30). Newest com- | 
|edy sock; splendid press and has! 
|; drawn over capacity since last mid- 
week Start; figures to approximate | 
| $19,000. 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music | 
|Box (5th week) (C-1,012; $3.30). } 
| Standout laugh show packed ’em in| 
jat all performances; extra perform- | 
ance (Election Day) sent gross to! 
new high of $21,500. 

‘Margin for Error,’ Plymouth (3d 











week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Has good 
chance; first full week drew _) 
| Stantial figures held down by par- 


| ties at reduced rate; around $12,000: | 
will move to another house. 
‘No Code to Guide Her,’ Playhouse |! 
(C-878; $3.30). Presented by Al- 
fred de Liagre, Jr.: written by 
Mark Reed; opens Saturday (1-8), 

‘Pastoral,’ Miller. Stopped Satur- | 
day (11); played week and four days | 
to slim takings; house gets ‘Ring | 
Two’ next week. 
‘Sea Dogs’ Elliot (2d week) (D-929: | 
$3.30). After weak press, there was | 


: | 

‘Scandals,’ Hollywood (12th week) | 
(R-1,547; $3.30). After moving from | 
the Alvin, with scale reduced, busi-| 


}ness improved; around $20,000, about } 
20% 


up. 

‘See My Lawyer,’ 
week) (C-991; $3.30). 
'erately, but making 
|somewhat under 
around $7,000. 

‘Skylark,’ Morosco (5th week) | 
| (C-961; $3.30). Continues at ca- 
pacity pace and should run through | 
the winter; nine performances last} 
| week, with takings around $20,000. | 
| ‘Straw Hat Revue,’ Ambassador ! 
|} (8th week) (R-1,156; $3.30). Doing} 
moderately, but may stay for the} 


(8th 
mod- | 
profit; 


figures; | 


Biltmore 
Doing 

some 
previous 


holidays; rated around $10,000 last 
week. 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (22d) 
week) (R-1,116: $4.40). Felt the 


|Offish going like most others; rated | 
around $24,000 last week, plenty 
okay. 

‘The Little Foxes,’ 


National (40th! 


week ) (D-1,163; $3.30). Run drama 
still doing very well although af-| 
'fected in past two weeks with the| 


field; $12,500 in nine performances. | 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert} 
| (34th week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Eased | 
off slightly again but turned in ap-| 
| proximately $20,000 without extra, 
matinee (one was played last week | 

‘Thunder Rock,’ Mansfield (1st /} 
week) (D-1,097; $3.30). Presented by | 
Group Theatre; first called “Tower | 
}of Light’; written by Robert Ardrey; 
opened last night (Tuesday). 

‘Time of Your Life,’ Booth (4th | 

week) (CD-704; $3.30). Excellent at- | 
tendance to date; $12,600, capacity | 
|on its subscription basis. 
! “Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (310th! 
;week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Slightly | 
jbetter than $4,000, which provides! 
; Slender profit; road companies, how- | 
ever, making substantial coin. 

‘Too Many Girls,’ Imperial (4th } 
,weck) (M-1,468; $4.40). New musi- 
cal leader and also top grosser: held | 
up strongly and again approximated 
$30,000, 

‘Very Warm for May,’ Alvin 





| 


(1st | 


week) (M-1,355: $4.40). Presented | 
by Max Gordon; written and com- 
posed by Oscar Hammerstein and 
‘Jerome Kern; well r rded on the 


c 


‘Abe’ 226 Leads 
Philly, Fair 9146 
For ‘Kiss Boys 


Philadelphia, Nov. 14. 


The usual early-week weaknesses 
affected the three legit newcomers 
here last week, but they were pretty 
well offset by the influx from the 
football crowds Friday (10) and 
Saturday (11). 

‘Abe Lincoln in Ilinois’ took the 
cream in its first semester at the 
Forrest. Usual story of upstairs be- 
ing capacity but orchestra lagged. 
However, theatre’s very big lower- 
floor capacity made trade look worse 
than it was. Crix raved. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ facing 
tough opposition and without eny 
b.o. name, reported fair coin in its 
first week at the Locust. The Er- 
langer making its 1939-40 bow with 
‘Of Mice and Men,’ latter’s second 
visit here, claimed some pickup the 
second half of the week. 

All three shows hold this week, 
with successors coming in Monday 
(20). Newcomers will be ‘Morning’s 
at Seven,’ at the Forrest for a week; 
‘The Hot Mikado,’ at the Locust two 
weeks, and the Mask and Wig’s (U. 
of Pa.) ‘Great Guns’ at the Erlanger. 

‘Tonight We Dance,’ previously 
announced for the Locust Dec. 4, has 
been switched to the Forrest. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,” Forrest 
(Ist week) (2,000; $3.42). Well sat- 
isfied with $22,000. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Locust 
(Ist week) (1,500; $2). Found going 
rather tough, but helped by football 
crowds at end of week to okay 
$9,500. 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ Erlanger (1st 
week) (1,800; $1.50). Gradual pick- 
up, with just over $5,500 reported. 





| Okay at low scale. 





MUNI SHOW 206 
IN CLEVE, BUFF 


Cleveland, Nov. 14. 

Maxwell Anderson’s ‘Key Largo,’ 
with Paul Muni, did a runaway biz 
at every one of its four Hanna 
shows last week, landing $11,000. 
The rest of the week was filled out 
in Buffalo, where a smash $9,000 was 
garnered at the Erlanger. 

Muni, in spite of a troublesome 
cold, got fine notices, but film au- 
diences drawn by his rep put on the 
season’s most embarrassing perform- 
ance for coughing and fidgeting at 
the preem. Playwrignt flew in to 
doctor the draggy second act. 

Hanna, shuttered this week’s re- 
opening Nov. 20 with ‘Mamba’s 
Daughters,’ following it with ‘White 
Steed’ for Nov. 27, then Massey's 
‘Abe Lincoln’ Dec. 12. 


Lunts Smash, $24,000 
In Seattle and Portland 


Seattle, Nov. 14. 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, in 
‘Taming of the Shrew,’ played to 
four capacity perforrnances, three 
nights and matinee, here last week. 


Estimate for Last Week 
‘Taming of the Shrew,’ Metro- 
politan (1,429; $3.35). Capacity three 
nights and matinee. Great $12,500. 
Lunts in Portland Sellout 
Portland, Ore., Nov. 14. 
Lunt and Fontanne in three days 
at the Mayfair with ‘Taming of the 
Shrew,’ sold out from start to finish. 
Estimate for Last Week 





‘Taming cf the Shrew,’ Mayfair 
(1,500; $3.30). .Three nights, one mat, 
ected raves and hefty $11,500. 
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LIFE WITH FATHER 


Comedy in three acts by Howard Lindsay 








‘Another Language.’ 
vivacious and tender. 
John Drew Devereaux neatly plays 


Her Vinnie is 


Shows im Rehearsal 


‘John Henry’—Sam Byrd. 

‘The Woman Brown’ — 
garet Hewes. 

‘I Knew What I Want’—T. 
Edward Hambleton and Richard 





Mar- 


and Russel Crouse, dramatized from stories at « . : 4 t-; 
by Clarence Day; presented by Oscar Serlin; the eldest son, Clarence, Jr. Richard s nner. 
staged oy Bretaigne Windust; setting, | Simon, too, is a fine young actor, | ‘Foreigners’ — Shuberts, Arch 
Stewart Chaney; at Ry Empire, N. Y., | Playing the second oldest boy. Doro- | Selwyn 
opening Nov. & ‘30; $3.30 top. th Bernar . . : ; A pes . ‘ 
a acai: Wihidiiien S y Jj we ward as the cook; Richard } ‘When We Are Married’—Rob- 
WHMB. +05 evesesnersnsens wethy Bittoney tf terling, as the pastor; Teresa ert Henderson 
4 ere . . sere wees eerareeesees ~ a posite Wright, as young Clarence’s heart - . 
CRROOMER. 66 05 s008006% John Drew Devereaux |. } ‘Herself, Mrs. Patrick Crow- 
FORM. oe cccccccccccceccccsses Richard Simon | interest, were also all well chosen. | ’ “ ” ae 4 
EE ETRE A EES © Raymond Roe | Bretaigne Windust has turned in an| Jey’—Hall Shelton. 
HLArlat. ce eee ee eeeereeeevess Larry Robinson | adroit directorial job. Ibee. | ‘Seventh Heaven’ (revival, 
WREROP. oc cccccencscoscseese Howard Lindsay | r | 1) Aldric — 
NN a ge in ..-Dorothy Bernard oe ee '- —Aldrich and a ld 
ne re ..-Ruth Hammond | ‘ - | eneymeon Cruise’—Dona 
DN cis a pavkest ean’ esccoeesLeresa Wright | W — } Ww 
Rev. Dr. Lioyd....ce. eoe+-Richard Sterling ashington All Change Hey ward. ° 

> .‘ 
Delle re err er ere E ¥ wrtie Morrow Selon Hewe le & acauence of alee mone- The World We Make’ (‘Of 
ogg EE ete te oy | logs, prolog and epilog, written by herself. Day and Night,’ ‘The Outward 
ie MOETE, x ssbecccccsens John C. King ees emg RR ml — agen Room’ )—Sidney Kingsley. 
ES SEEN EOE: Timothy Kearse | Labor Stage, N. Y., week starting Nov. 13, ‘Swingin’ The Dream’—Charell 

| '39. $1.63 top. 





Another click has come to town. 
This one originated in the sticks, | 
having been regarded the leading | 
Broadway possibility in the rural | 
showshops during the past summer. | 
It may not be the top grosser of the 
new straight plays, but it’s a likely | 
contender. 

‘Life With Father’ has charm and | 
woos laughter, two attributes which | 
counterbalance a sometimes lagging 
performance and the fact that it is| 
an episodic story rather than a play. | 
Enacted in one faithfully designed | 
interior, the living room of a house | 
on Madison avenue in the late, 
1880's, the cast, with but few) 
changes, is the same as seen at! 
Skowhegan, Me., in August, when | 
‘Father’ was first tried out. 


Period or dated comedies rarely | 
meg the boards successfully, but | 
vere is the exception. All four boys 
in the Day family are redheads: so is 
mother and the old man. The dis- 
play of sorrel wigs is in itself funny, 
but there’s so much else that is} 
natural and amusing that the on-| 
looker is readily diverted. Cast was | 
nervous at the premiere and missed | 
out on some lines. One scene, in fact, | 
was inadvertently skipped. | 

Clarence Day, or Clare, as his wife | 
Vinnie calls him, believes that firm- 
ness in business and in the home is 
the cardinal principle for the head 
of a family. Time after time he 
demonstrates that point and just as 
often does the fluttery Vinnie have 
her way about things, indicating 
that the feminine rules the male in 
this allegedly man’s world. He is 
hard-headed and brusque, but she 
knows that underneath he is affec- 
tionate and generous. > 

Vinnie has been trying to get him 
baptized ever since they were wed} 
20 years before, saying he can’t get 
to heaven otherwise. When she has | 
a spell of illness that awakens his! 
consciousness of her importance in| 
the house, Clare declares he'll go to 
the church and get sprinkled, then 
later denies such a promise. In the 
end he succumbs and all hands are 
off in a carriage for a small church 
away up in Audubon, quite beyond | 
Harlem, where friends will not be 
aware that he had not been adopted 
in the faith before. 

Father beams upon the cook who 
has been with the family for 15 
years, but scares the serving maids 
out of their wits. During the six 
weeks span of the play, three differ- 
ent girls serve table, which is one of 
the comic developments. He domi- | 
nates the home without querer. | 
and without him life in the ay 
home would be commonplace. There 
are frequent explosions of temper, 
with father invariably exclaiming 
‘Oh God,’ but the expression could 
hardly be classed as blasphemous. 
His pet comment, otherwise, is re- 
fering to matters he does not think 
important as ‘fol-de-rol.’ 

Howard Lindsay, who started as 











an actor and developed into an 
author, collaborating with Russel 


Crouse in musicals and straight plays 
in recent seasons, returns to the! 
boards as father and proves himself 
as equally first rate a thespian as a 
playwright. He appeared in some 28 


shows on Broadway, but in none did 
he score as he does in ‘Father.’ 
Lindsay is among those rare writers 
who can inspire laughter through 


stage characters. His most successful 
effort until ‘Father’ arrived was ‘She 
Loves Me Not.’ which he evolved 
from a magazine serial. Opening 
night saw him over-rouged, but that 
has since been corrected. His en- 
trances and exits are comic delights. 

Dorothy Stickney, father’s wife on 
Stage and off, is the attractive, love- | 
able Vinnie, a part that is a close 
runner-up to Lindsay’s. She hasn't | 
been seen to such advantage since | 


i 
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Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 





j}acters not vital to the plot. 


ithe theatre. 


lof the last season, ‘What a Life,’ 


; tion, 





Helen Howe is a clever monologist 
and a clever writer, but even that 
combination of delivery and material 
fails to place her in the rare strata 
of women who alone can successfully 


keep a theatre audience enthralled | 
~for almost two hours. 


She makes a 
worthy try at the Labor Stage this 
week and frequently succeeds. Un- 
fortunately she is just as " equently 
tiresome. 

Miss Howe's effort departs some- 
what from the usual monolog. She 
chooses te consider her presentation 
a play ‘in which the characters, so to 
speak, appear successively instead of 
simultaneously.’ It’s a novel idea, 
her 10 ‘characters and caricatures’ 
weaving a story. Yarn is not tightly- 
woven and the episodic f-ogression 
doesn’t carry suspense, but it serves 
ili a more or less minor manner to 
tie the performance together. It also 
adds an extra fillip in that the audi- 
ence gets not only its monologs, but 
a plot thrown in. 

Locale for the tale is Washing- 
ton and it takes no great imagina- 
tion to see through her two princi- 
pal characters. Senators Dies and 
LaFolliette may not like it, particu- 
larly as she paints at least one of 


her mythical lawmakers in dark 
hues. 
Prolog and epilog present Miss 


Howe as a radio commentator. Os- 
tensibly to neatly tie a bow at be- 


| ginning and end of the monologs, it’s 


much too trite a method to be suc- 
cessful. She fails to avoid the traps 
of unfunny, phoney commercials and 
other standard gags of this technique. 

Between her story-telling scenes 
Miss Howe intersperses other char- 
Among 
them is one of the best, a New York- 
er who has gone to Washington to 
become a liberal lady lawyer. Her 


writing, much of it with a message, | 


touches sometimes on brilliance. 
Principal shortcoming in the series 


is too great similarity in at least five | 


of the ten women pictured. Light- 
headed, flighty women are no doubt 
easiest to sketch, but in profusion 


they fail to make the aucience take | 


wing with them, unless it be out of 
Herb. 





Legit Followup 





WHAT A LIFE 


(Jackie Coogan) 
Duluth, Nov. 4. 
The Legitimate Theatre Corp.’s 
trail-blazer into the northwest, Clif- 
ford Goldsmith’s Broadway success 


ring Jackie Coogan, is filled with 
players who give punch and bright- 
ness to the George Abbott produc- 
Josephine Dunn and Frank 
McGlynn, from films, have featured 


roles in the comedy, presented at the | 


Orpheum here for this 
week (3-4). 

Coogan, making his first appear- 
ance in legit on his current tour, goes 
over in the lead Henry Aldrich role 


created originally by Ezra Stone on 


two days 


4 ’ lt snl Dies, 
Broadwa\ as tn€@ aWrkWarTa aGaores- 
cent who's continually getting him- 
self into trouble. 


McGlynn does well as the harassed 
high school principal 


equately. Cyrilla Dorne, as Henry’s 
girl friend, also sparkles, while other 
good performances are turned in by 
Owen Martin as the deadpan detec- 
tive: Henry Lascoe as Mr. Vecchitto, 
and Fredericka Going as Mrs. Ald- 
rich. Production has been given fine 
staging by Robert Foulk under the 
personal supervision of Abbott, 
NIGHT AT MOULIN ROUGE 
San Antonio, Nov. 10. 
It has been some time since local 
theatregoers have had the chance of 
seeing an extravaganza such as this 
one, presented by A. B. Marcus and 
N. S. Barger for two nights here last 


week at the Municipal Auditorium. | 
Coming from the San Francisco ex- | 


position, and on its way to Chicago, 
with stopovers here and in Houston, 
show played to fair biz. It was orig- 


|inally reviewed as a unit, but it has 


since taken on a legit revue flavor, 


hence a follow up under the present, 


heading. 

Star is Helen Morgan, singing atop 
a piano She was suffering from 
laryngitis when caught. Does songs 
with Wi I € has peen assoc ated. 
including ‘Make Believe,’ ‘My Bill’| 


star- | 


and Miss Dunn, | 
as his secretary. also contributes ad- | 


| and Rodney. 

‘Three After Three’—Shuberts. 

‘Teny Draws a Horse’—Wil- 
liam A. Brady. 

‘Aries Is Rising’—Irving and 
Dolan. 











and ‘Can’t Help Lovin’ That Man.’ 
| Miss Morgan was unable to respond 
|to encores, but remainder of show 
;made up for this with a fast-moving 
|} revue consisting largely of a series 
| of first-class vaudeville acts strung 
| together, with extremely well-done 
| line numbers by the Dorothy Bynton 
| Girls, 

Show lacks story or plot. but makes 
up this with neat stage sets and cos- 
tumes. Running through entire show 
|are the zany routines of the Slate 
| Brothers (3), who are outstanding 
with their adagio burley done with 
a dummy costumed to look like Bee 
Yagle, who works in the act with 
them. 
| Outstanding also is Ada Leonard, 
| with her version of the high-class 
| stripteaser. Her best is the impres- 





sionistic dance, ‘Obscssion,’ done on 


| a dark stage and also featuring the 
| work of the chorus. Grisha and 
| Vrona also go over in interpretive 
| dancing. 


Stan Kavanagh keeps the audience 
happy with his juggling, The non- 
| sense of Sharon de Vries, the adagio 
|} of Jon Zerby and Jewel Layton, and 
| the slave dance of Natach, as well as 
| the acrobatics of the Belfords, are 
| also nifties. 

Entire show is stolen by Olive, the 
midget. Working with the normal 
Buster Shaver as well as her midget 
partner, George, she is graceful as a 
dancer and a clever mimic. Does an 
imitation of Mae West which the 
audience here applauded particularly 
lustily. Andy. 


GOLDEN BOY 
(Eric Linden) 
Dallas, Nov. 8. 
| Usual regulars who can be counted 
|On for every road show about half- 
filled the Melba, Interstate house, 
for the touring ‘Golden Boy’ at the 
;opening. Little more could be ex- 
pected for such a poor production. 
Only name in cast is Eric Linden of 
films. Bernice Claire, former musi- 
|Cal star, has the lead femme role. 
Linden, only fair as the violinist 
gone fighter, gets little help. Robert 
Leonard, as papa Bonaparte, handles 


audience response 
down the gunman, Eddie Fuselli, to 
good effect, and Suzanne Caubaye is 
okay as the sister. 


to register. Sets are skimpy. 

Picture version, which preceded 
the play, spoiled boxoffice possibili- 
ties of latter to some extent. 


SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 10) 


‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) and ‘Bright 
Boys’ (U), $7,300, good. 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-27-42)—| ; 
‘Mr. Smith’ (Col) (2d wk.) An-|! ; a 
ticipates great $6,000 and will hold little daughter, 
further. Last week, same film, ter- ~ tory 
rific, $8,606 mother tells the life s y 
Musie Box (‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-42) ‘Babes Arms’ (M-G) 
(4th wk.). Indicates good $2,600. 
Last week, $3,600. great. 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | ; _ ! 
(2.600: 27-42) ‘Housekeeper’s Daugh- | wr (seorge M. 
ter’ (UA) and ‘Badlands’ (RKO). ‘bo 7S§° 
Anticipate big $6,200. Last week, played to cow y , 
‘Circus’ (M-G) and ‘Lost Men’ 


(Par), second week, six days, $3,300, 
fair. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-27- 
42)—‘Elizabeth Essex’ (WB). Giv-|! 
ling Bette Davis and Errol Flynn 
| plenty of bally. Heading for great 
| $7,000. Last week, ‘Roaring Twen- | 
ties’ (WB), $5,900, good. 
| Paramount ‘Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(3,039-27-42)—‘First Love’ (U) 
‘Little Accident’ (U). Expect great 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Disputed Pas- 
sage’ (Par) and ‘Touchdown’ (Par), 
$5.100, not bad. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-27- 
42)—‘Roaring Twenties’ (WB), 
moved from Palomar. Looks like 
good $3,500. Last week. ‘Full Con- 
|fession’ (RKO) and ‘Kid Night- 
ingale’ (WB). fair $2,400. 

Winter Garden (Hamrich-FEver- 
green) (800: 16-32)—‘Golden Boy’ 


(Col) and ‘Way Down East’ (RKO). 
Headed for $2.300. good. Last week, 
‘Star Maker’ (Par) and ‘Stole 
Million’ «U), $2,160, fair 


the meaty part capably, getting best | % 
Jay Adler plays]: 


But rest of cast is | #33 
mediocre, Miss Claire likewise failing | 
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‘Madam, 
| 








' a. 
| for mankind bogged down in spirit- 


less routine and cowardly acquies- 
ence. Despite a fine cast headed by 
George M. Cohan, ‘Madame, Will 
You Walk,’ as presented here, falls 
far short. 


With Cohan as the reincarnation of 
|the very devil himself, struggling his 
| way through a series of talky scenes, 
'the halting action and involved pur- 


in transient spots, but fail to take 
hold until the third act, when it’s too 
late to help. 


Mysterious things happen in the 
Fifth avenue home of the late Alder- 
man Coyle, who wound up a career 
as Tammany’s overlord a convicted 
felon within the confines of Sing 
| Sing. Doors open, curtains are 
|drawn and a voice is heard to the 
|tender consternation of the family 
land legal guardians o; the alderman’s 
; sensitive daughter, Mary. Latter is 
due in for a periodic visit from Ire- 
|land, where she spends the bulk of 
|her time in an effort to erase the 
| tragic cloud of her father’s disgrace 
and its morbid effect upon her child- 
hood, 

Responsible for all t! ese eerie go- 
ings-on is Dr. Brightlee, a rebellious, 
but cheerful, member of the outer 
world, wise in his eternal contact 
with passing civilizations, who steps 
into the picture and reshapes Mary's 
subservient thought an? fearful liv- 
ing. True, he is Satan, unfairly rated 
by history, but actually he’s doing 
|his bit by inciting man to be ever 
| restive and recalcitrant. Thus heroes 
| are made and the world stirred from 
its tendency to settle itself into a 
slavish rut. 
| First, Mary’s lukewarn romance 








Plays Out of Town 


Continued from page 538 
Will You Walk? ,; With a musical director is upset in 


pose of the business sputter bravely | 








| favor of the more colorful possibilie 
, ties presented by a taxi driver ob- 
sessed with a terrific yen to be a 
hoofer. Together they will make the 
world happier—yes, even bring vaude 
back to its hey-day of the Palace and 
all. The doc is forced to perform a 
|miracle or two to prove that hg is 
on the up and up. He brings a statue 
of Mary’s father to life for a brief 
;moment of advice; he convinces a 
night court judge thai he might have 
something on the ball and even 
draws a pretty flashy curtain for 
himself in the red fiare of hellfire. 
Next day he brings in clippings from 
London and Paris newspapers bear- 
ing the story of the unorthodox hap- 
penings. It sounds screwy, but it’s 
that kind of a play. Nevertheless, 
there is a message behind :: all; a 
preachment for a solution in the 
current mix-up of philosophies and 
ideologies. But it’s somewhat of a 
roundabout means of putting it over. 

Cohan turns in a capable job in the 
difficult role of Dr. Brightlee. His 
sense of punch and feel for timing 
saves many a dull sequence. And of 
course he has two short cancing 
spois. Equally good are Peggy Conk- 
lin, as Mary; Sara Allgood, as her 
aunt, and Arthur Kennedy, as the 
hoofing taxi driver. Sets by Robert 
Edmond Jones stand out, purticularly 
ithe one depicting a portion of the 
Jake in Central Park. Which recalls, 
| too, that Cohan’s last Broadway ap- 
pearance, in ‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ 
was marked by a Central Park scene. 

‘Madam’ will prove a tough nut to 
crack on Broadway. With ambitious 
revision and clearing up of its pri- 
mary message, some value may be 
salvaged. There are suffitient ex- 








perts on hand to handle the surgery, 
but it will have to be a major opera- 
tion. Burm. 








| 


| 








> Through letters to Helen Hayes’ 


these intimate 
letters about 


HELEN 
HAYES 





Helen Hayes’ 
of the 


First Lady of the American Theatre. 


Read about the first time she met 


4 : up” part. 


j 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
1 


{ 





Cohan; the time she 


her first “grown 


| Now we 
| THE SATURDAY 
Bavaviiericiye 

















ee ei 











. 

/ 
= 
“if 

is a 


r , 

VARIETY 
Nat'l Pix Crix Ass’n Explains 
Announced decision of New York | 

Film Critics Circle against affiliation 


as a body with Newspaper Film | 
Critics of America brought lifted | 
eyebrows from leaders of the new 


national ,,roup and the assertion that | 


Manhattan crix had never been in- |} 
vited as a group. 

Kate Cameron, Daily News critic | 
and new president of Gotham re- 


viewers, informed NCFA officially of 


decision through letter to Harry 
Martin, amusements editor of the 
Memphis Commercial Appeal and 


acting chairman of the national 

Miss Cameron said the New York- 
ers had discussed ‘the advisability of 
our little group of critics annexing 
itself to your larger and more com- 
prehensive body’ and had ‘voted 

gainst joining the national organiza- 
tion at this time.’ She added that 
‘doesn’t mean none of the New York 
critics will affiliate individually.’ 
Voting has been almost unanimous, 
she continued, ‘against the affiliation 
and in favor of retaining our identity 
as a separate and distinct organiza- 
tion.’ 

Martin’s reply to Miss Cameron's 
letter said apparently there had been 
a misunderstanding among the New 
York groups and that NFCA had not 
expected to annex the Gotham 
group. ‘I would personally regard 
it a grave mistake from your stand- 
point and a serious loss from the 
scene of motion picture coverage as 
a whole should the New York organ- 
ization cease to exist as such,’ Mar- 
tin wrote Miss Cameron. He pointed 
to an absence of conflict in interest 
between the two and suggested that 
scribblers might and should belong 
to both a local and a national setup. 


U. S. News Turns Mag | 
Because Time and Newsweek have 
educated readers to accept news in- 
terpretation in mag form, the United 
States News goes from newspaper to 
mag format on Jan. 1, New size and 
appearance will approximate that of | 
the two news mags, and will include 
color, 

Change in size of the United States 
News has been mulled for past 
three years. Reported at one time 
that it would go tab. However, con- 
tinual upsweep of the two news mags 
led to the belief that the mag format 
is the best. 


Tne 
tric 


Editorial policy will be  un- 
changed in the switch to the new | 
format, and will continue analysis 
and interpretation of national news. 
Subtitled ‘The Fastest Magazine on 
National Affairs,’ the United States 


News will go to press on Friday and | 


reach subscribers Monday morning. 
Present claimed circulation of the 
weekly is 85,000. 

Parley on Lynn Strike 


Members of the editorial staff of | 
the Lynn (Mass.) Evening Item, on 
strike since July 12, have returned 
to work pending arbitration of de- 
mands which prompted the walkout 

The American Newspaper Guild 
has placed the disputed issues be- 
fore E. W. Lawson, the paper's 
ness manager. If not adjusted by 
Friday (17) to satisfaction of the 
Guild, management and Guild will 
submit to the majority decision of 
an arbitration board composed of a 
member named by Guild, one 
named by the daily and the mayor 
of the town. 

Twenty-one heeded the strike call 
July 12. with five later returning to 


busi- 


the 





work. Walkout second largest of the 
Guild’s current ones, being second 
only to that against Hearst in Chi- 
cago. 
Young’s Mag As Indie 

Coincident with the 25th anni. of 
Breezy Stories next month, title of 
Young’s Magazine, which had been 
attached to that of Breezy for the 
past few years, comes off for the 
restoration of Young’s Magazine as a 
separate entity. First issue of the 


revived Young's will appear around 
Jan. 1. 


Present publisher of Breezy 
Stories and the to-be-revived 
Young’s is Phil Painter. Old 
Young’s which began publication 
about 35 years ago, pioneered in 
light fiction and established many. 
scribblers who were subsequently | 


to gain high writing reps. 

Revived mag is to go in for realis- 
tic tales, Breezy Stories continuing 
with the type of fiction indicated by 
its title. 





Life’s Philly Split 

Large portion of the printing job 
on Life was transferred to Phila- 
delphia beginning with last week’s 
issue. Approximately one-third of 
the 2,200,000 copies of the picture 
mag are being turned out there, 
with the publishers hopeful of step- 
ping up that number if Cuneo East- 
ern Press, the printers, can handle 
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ergency authority. 


again be admitted into that country 


{reprints of popular works at first, 


originals later. 


|nal pieces, but bound in paper. Mod- | Sasso 


| eration, 
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la newspaperman and newspaper 
New Face exec in ecahiea! N. Y., died Nov. 6. | 
At his death he was County Clerk | 
London, Nov. 2 lof Kings County, N. Y., and served | 
How a fan publication devoted | the Brooklyn Eagle in an advisory Continued 








| capacity. Formerly city editor of 


| the Brooklyn Times, he later became | 
'directing head of the Times Union. | 
| When the Times Union was acquired | 


entirely to radio ceased almost 
over night to be a fan paper, and 
became something wholly differ- 
ent, is one small sidelight on the 


east, Rockefeller is dominant in 
that company. The mayor is also 
sounding in certain circles as to why 


. s . | . 
war by the Eagle the paper retained Har-| the Warners closed its Brooklyn 
Radio Pictorial is now War man’s services. | plant last year. 
Edward Stratton Holloway, au-) Meeting with leading film labor 


vieerie, thor, and art director of the J. B. | 





——————— Lippincott Co., book publishers, with enna yore Betas pe 

‘ntire edi ras ‘merly which fir » had been associated! > - PR in ~ 

it. Entire edition wa samt : wa firm , : te ¢ Bye cere |Guardia has asked for another 
. > > > > r . "ears > N« , ¢ = : : 

ge chi oe ee shi peer eae | huddle for tomorrow (Thurs.). 

‘orp. in licago. 11a. 


Mary Stoyell Stimpson, 82, retired) The Mayor's second meeting with 
. ; woman and au-| the press was held Monday (13) at 
'which time he declared, that since 
the last meeting on Friday (10), an 
executive committee of the original 
groups to meet with him had been 
formed. This committee is composed 
of oldtime Boston. of Sol Scoppa of the Studio Mechan- 

Stanley Olmsted, 62, author and|ics Union, local 52; Florence Mar- 
former newspaperman, died Nov. 8 ' ston of SAG; Fred Marshall of Uni- 
in Arlington, Va. Formerly on the | ted Scenic Artists; and Charles 
d for | Staffs of the N. Y. Tribune and the; Downes of the International Photo- 


While no reason was advance ; I 
Washington Herald, he later turned | graphers union. 


the ban, action follows recent bar- aes 
ring of radio priest’s broadcasts by | t® fiction and authored a number of 


Time, published by the same out- 
fit, will continue to have its entire | Boston newspaper 
edition printed by Donnelly, while thor of several books, died Nov. 6. 
Fortune is printed in Jersey City. |in Montclair, N. J. She retired 10) 

——-— |years ago after a long career as a 
| special writer for Boston papers. At 


Canada Bans Coughlin Mag 
mag, | her death she was completing a story 
Om 


Father Coughlin’s weekly 
Social Justice, has been banned from | 
Canada by the Department of Na- 


tional Revenue under its war em- 


Considerable Progress 


| 
’ cee novels. 

Canadian stations. ; an aie 2. 
Three U. S. mags banned from Walter Edward Harris, 71, sian The mayor declared, ‘Considerable 

Canada hoeidi Sein inotiind they will and prez of the Petersburg (Va.)| progress has been made since our 
ee a < Progress-Index, died Nov. 9. Dean! last meeting. I do not want to say 


starting with the new yef?. Trio of Virginia daily paper editors, he/that all our preliminary work is 
comprise Inside Detective Personal had been in newspaper work 46 completed, but we have made much 
: : . Stor ‘years. He served for some years as more progress than I anticipated. 
2S ymanti tory. |: ’ 
DOERENS Gen Remente Ser |Washington correspondent for the; « . os 
— Bide 5 The committee will meet regular- 


ly from now on. We are not only 
amused, but very much encouraged 


f ; Richmond Times-Dispatch. 
New Pubs, Modern Books Carl G. Clark, 75, founder of the 


New book-publishing company has | Perry (N. Y.) Record in 1894 and its | 


: ors : , . : by some of the startling information 
been formed by George S. Wise, publisher until two years ago, died a bone stesived ten ten joe eaek 
Neil S. Russeli and Emil Rosen- Nov. 8. Surviving is a son, Read 


in the last few days. It is most in- 
teresting. A great many people 
now have some place where they 
| can come and tell the real story back 
of some of the groups in this indus- 
try. It might make a good scenario, 
and that picture will be made in 
New York City.’ 

In response to a question as to 
whether he will reveal this informa- 
tion, LaGuardia said, ‘If necessary, 


berg under the name of Modern Clark, paper’s present publisher. 
Books. N. Y. firm plans to get out, gyarrison Robertson, 83. editor-in- 
| chief of the Louisville (Ky.) Cour- 
‘ier-Journal, died Nov. 11 after 60 
| years’ service on the paper. He had 
been for years the righthand man | 
of the well known Henry Watterson, | 
| when the latter edited the Courier- 
nal, and assumed the top edito- 
| Trial spot when Watterson died. 


with the possibility of publishing 


Modern Books is not to be con- 
fused with Modern Age Books. Lat- 
ter also puts out reprints and origi- 


ern Books will be of 
cloth-bound variety. 


the regulation 





a CHATTER we might tell the public some of 
Connolly Back On Job =e ’ the facts we have discovered. Addi- | 
Joseph V. Connolly, general man-| Louis Adamic, coastw ard on a lee- tional statements will be issued at 
ager of all Hearst publication andj|ture tour, gets back to New York) the end of the week. We've got 
ne ntarnricec ae ran 7arar »CETY >> . P - is ° 
radio enterprises, has recovered “ reer . V l ; everything here in New York 
_ 2 serious illness. and * rederick anner  convalescing 
a §$ it : SS, anc O WLO c : 7 
from a serious illne — Mon : : a = ihe Present at the conference were 
dav (13) returned to his office for|from his recent operation in Vir-| _, ; 
Be dee Ta “ we i Sa é Thomas J. Lyons, chairman, and 
the first time since August. Exec- | ginia, and resuming work on a novel. T, Cc a ney e th 
Thomas J. Hamilton has both a| James C. Quinn, secretary of the 


utive was in the hospital for an op- 
one of his kidneys having 
been removed. 

He plans attending luncheon 
session of the Banshees today (Wed- 


and Labor Council; 
Charles Downes, of the Cameramen’s 
Local 644; John Rugge, of Tech- 
nicians Local 702; Fred Marshall, of 
United Scenic 


new job, Madrid correspondent for Central Trades 

the N. Y. Times, and a new daugh- 

ter. 
Modern 


the 
Age Books 


will award 





nesdav). Affair is a weekly session | $1,000 for the best novel dealing with | : a Artists rveyenr- 829; | 
in N. Y. attended principally by |American youth submitted before Louis Hollander, of Theatrical Cos- 
we ' 1° ‘aici ” |next May 1. tume Workers; Martin T. Lacey, of 
newspaper people. - Walter Camp, 3d, who's editor of Teamsters Local 817; W. Burns, of 
Naomi Burton in N. Y. | College Years Magazine, is a new- Motion Picture Operawes Local 306; 
Naomi Burton, English gal, who!!ywed. Bride is the former Char- | Thomas Murtha, aie Brooklyn Stage- 
has served jin the London office of | lotte Murphy. | hands; erica Harrison, of Associa- 
the Curtis Brown agency for the Stuart Cloete in New York, and on of Assistant Directors Local 18,- 
past five years, has been switched | 8°e5 to Boston soon to talk over a 168; Mrs, wrorence _Marston and 
to New York. She fills the hole left |M&W . novel with his _ publisher, Michael Connolly, of the Screen Ac- 


tors Guild; George Ackerson, Jr. and 
Sol Scoppa, of the Motion Picture 


Houghton Mifflin. 


after Monica McCall left 
: — . Oscar Levant has done a book on 


to set up| 
her own outfit. 


La Guardia’s Film Putsch 


from page 3 


; to make ‘And So Goodbve,’ with 
| RKO to distribute, the bank financing 
had been obtained from the Commer- 
cial National Bank & Trust Co. of 
New York. About three weeks azo 
| W. T. Taylor, v.p. of the bank, which 
‘had subscribed $250,000 in financing 
|for the Garmes production. tele- 
'phoned George J. Schaefer, then in 
| Hollywood, to discuss details as to 
cast. , 
| In that conversation, it is under- 
steod, Schaefer indicated to Taylor 
that business with RKO throughout 
| the world due to war, was off 35° 
| and that, thus, only 65° of normal 
could be expected on an investment. 
Result, on informed inside, was that 
Taylor has withdrawn Commercial 
National financing of $250,000 and 
Garmes, then high and dry, has since 
been reinstated on the RKO schedule 
and new financing arranged, ap- 
parently through RKO. The Bank of 
America, of which Dr. A. H. Gian- 
nini is president, has supplanted 
|Commercial for the same $250,000 
jand the ERPI-controlled General 
| Service studios on the Coast has pro- 
| vided the same studio credits that 
were originally obtained from East- 
ern Service at Astoria, amounting to 


re) % ° 





| 








Skirball-Wildberg 


The Skirball-Wildberg combina- 
tion, with release obtained from Co- 
lumbia, obtained financing from the 
Irving Trust Co., N. Y., amounting 
to $800,000, representing major por- 
tion of $1,200,000 budgeted for the 
three films. 
| Despite the withdrawal by Elec- 
| trical Research Products, Inc., of the 





30% of the financing, which thev 
were to provide, Wildberg declared 


yesterday (Tuesday) that Astoria is 
still a prospect, although the Coast is 
being thought of seriously. 

By working at Erpi's General Ser- 
vice Studios in Hollywood, Skirball 
and Wildberg can continue with the 


same financing that had been ar- 
ranged for them here. This included, 
in addition to the 30° by Erpi, 50% 
by the Irving Trust. In the event 


they decide to continue in New York, 
Erpi’s promised financing will have 
| to be obtained from private 
This is entirely possible, Wildberg 
said, 

One of the reasons for Skirball 
and Wildberg’s desire to continue in 


ource 


New York may tie up with reports 
that they have approached Kath- 
;arine Hepburn to take the lead in 
|‘Angela Is 22,’ their first picture. 
| Miss Hepburn, it is understood, 


would double from ‘The Philadelphia 
Story,’ legiter in which she is now 
|appearing. Turning out the film on 
the Coast would naturally eliminate 
her. 

Wildberg denied yesterday (Tues- 
day) that Hepburn entered into the 
desire to stay here, but it is definitely 
known that she has been approached 


Mise Burton will handle all the | musical America which he  has| Studio Mechanics Local 52; and | 
+ oo A Atisvasa 4 | . . } } 
v4 , eday a ¢ } Ss “ro usicig Ss 
English and the embryo American placed with Doubleday for publica Jacob Rosenberg, of the Musicians 
sutear: om the Brown tis | tion early in the new year. Union. 
c t 4D L A ADL. ‘ . . 
| ‘OQ. Henry Memorial Award Prize Ire of Mayor LaGuardia was 
ic — ° 29Q° . aie fe sale : 
New Move to Revive Buff. Times | Stor ies of 1939 appears this wee k, reported aroused by sudden ac- 


again edited by Harry Hansen, the 


tion of Electrical Research Products, 
N. Y. World Telegram book crick. 


The T. & T. Publishing Corp., or- 
ganized to revive the defunct Buffalo | 


Mees bat tekn tebereseiel ‘with tint Frazier is writing a_book,! in pulling the chain on close to 200 
nail dda ae 000 Fr |\‘White Russian Passport,’ dealing employees at the Eastern Service 
capital stock of $300,000. ormer | with the Japanese invasion of China. ; e. . 


studio, Astoria, L. I., and decision by 
T. K. Stevenson, president, that 
ERPI wants to concentrate on com- 
mercials only at that plant. 

Sources in the east are unable to 
reconcile the wholly unexpected ac- 
tion of Stevenson in declaring against 


gi 


Times emp!oyes, Marwood D. Treble, | 
Fred H. Hambridge and Charles 
Schmelzer are directors. 

Offices have been established near | 
the former Times Building. 


NEW PERIODICALS 


Rob Eden sold his war novel, ‘Girl 
at the Front.’ to Bell Syndicate. 

Pete Martin, art ed of Satevepost, 
working on a story of his own. Sold 
‘Hell on Wheels,’ tale of the truck- 
ing industry, to Metro about three 
years ago for $7,500. It was never 





Captain Future and The Ghost, | filmed. feature production at the Astoria 
fiction’ mags, to be added to the Glenn Hutchens and G. P. An-, plant in favor of Audio Productions, 
Thrilling chain of periodicals. Leo} thony have quit Prentice-Hall to commercials-making subsidiary of 


Margulies editing both. 

Black & White, liberal mag pub- 
lished on the C t, and presenting 
liberal thought there. Wilbur Need- ; 
ham is editor, with Byron Citron as- Felix Towle and Edward J. Tur- 
sistant ed. Associate editors include | ner, who do Broadway columns for 
Donald Ogden Stewart, Philip Dunne |a number of Long Island papers, 
and Ella Winter. have formed an organization, which 

Laff, monthly pic mag, issued by | they call Working Press, to extend 


| form their own book-publishing or- 

ganization in association with Mary 
Pinto under the name of Merit Pub- 
lications 


ERPI. and believed that Mayor La- 
Guardia will want to the de- 
tails. 


know 
yas 

By his action Stevenson tossed out 
in the neighborhood of $3,000,000 in 
production on which financing had 
been arranged. This amounts in stu- 
dio profit to about 10 times the value 


. of independent business on any aver- 
a new organization, Volitant Pub-/|their outlets. ave vear r the . : 
Yn SaEStOn, | As ci . | age year, or the total of the gross 
lishing Co. Goes in for the lighter| As the result of the success of his earnings by Audio on ad-films for 10 
. , . | ‘ = &- A Cc - > 
side of the illustrative art. | novel, ‘My Son, My Son’, mostly on! . ears 
¥ wv We 


Planet Stories, mag of fanciful 
tales, which Fiction House will add 
to its chain of pubs. Malcolm Reiss 
editing. 


this side, Howard Spring has quit as 
book reviewer for the London Even- 
| ing Standard to devote all his time 
to scribbling. 

William Nelson, for past three 
years D. C. correspondent for Look 
| ene 06, | bar cy next month Rag over 
newspaperman and theatrical press! editorial assignment wit oodward P 
‘agent, died Nov. 6 in New York.| Productions, independent maker of | promt, Henees % to ERP ad ane m 
Becoming a baseball writer for the | novelty shorts. ae Se Feary eae, Ce oe 


There are two payrolls at the As- 
toria studio, one for Audio and one 
for Eastern Service Studios. Every- 
|; One On latter was given notice dur- 
,ing the past week, while the Audio 
group remains undisturbed. Para- 
mount, which has title to the Astoria 


LITERATI OBITS 
Simon ‘Si’ Goodfriend, 85, former 


N. Y. Sun shortly after beginning his | Headline Club, organization of newal each January. 
;newspaper career, he subsequently | Chicago newspapermen, holding a Other Producers Set 


| became a press agent for Richard 
| Mansfield, Maude Adams, Henry 
Miller. George Arliss, Otis Skinner 
and Mrs. Patrick Campbell, retiring 
in 1925, 

Dennis J. Haylon, 71, for 47 years 
with the Pittsfield (Mass.) Evening 
Eagle, died Nov. 7 in Boston. He 
was the parer’s managing editor for 
the past 29 years. 

John N. Harman, 68, for 40 years 


| luncheon at the Hotel Sherman to- | 
|day (Wednesday), with Barclay Ach- 
eson, associate editor of Readers Di- 
gest, as principal speaker. 

Tom Collins’ ‘Maverick University,’ | 
factual tome about dust bowl vic- | 
tims, out this week. He's in charge 
of U. S. camps under the Farm Se- 
curity administration, and serving as 
technical advisor on ‘Grapes of 
Wrath’ (20th). | 


Among other producers set to go 
_into the plant were Al Christie, to 
make three for Monogram release, be- 
sides Lee Garmes (RKO), and Skir- 
ball-Wildberg (Columbia release). 
Financing had been arranged on each, 
ERPI’s policy always having been to 
get 50% of bank financing, 30°% from 
the studio and 20% to be provided by 
the producers. 

In the case of Garmes, who 


was 


A aE RR RE ce 


Ine., subsidiary of Western Electric, | 


on an eastern picture scheme 
Ben Hecht and George Jessel hud- 
dled with Mayor LaGuardia for half 


an hour Monday (13), after which 
they announced they would film a 
picture in New York, probably at 
| Biograph in the Bronx. Script is 
| ‘Before I Die,’ by Hecht. It was 
j}said Lee Garmes would do the 
camera work, although this is 


thought unlikely unless he ties up 
with Hecht-Jessel on a_ producer 
deal, as the former cameraman is 
currently on the Coast making three 
films for RKO. He was originally 
supposed to produce them at Astoria. 


Harold Orlob, another  picture- 
maker desiring to work east, has also 


run into difficulties with a distrib- 
uting company. On the verge of 
making a deal with RKO, that ap- 
pears to be entirely cold now. Dis- 


trib, it is understood, wanted to dic- 
| tate too many terms on how the film 
should be made and Orlob balked. 

| He is now contacting other 
|panies and is still hopeful of get- 
| ting a deal whereby he can follow 
his own production ideas. He is in- 
censed at what he terms the ma- 
|jors’ refusal to take advantage in 
|eastern production of the assets ‘in- 
| digenous to New York.’ He is slated 
| to work at the Fox-Movietone lot in 
Manhattan. 

Effect of the Stevenson edict ab- 
| juring feature production in the east, 
| with attempt to shift everything to 
| the Coast, has been to leave Christie 
in the position where refinancing ar- 
rangements will now be necessary 
| Deal to make three in the east had 
| been negotiated by Frank K. Speidel 
| of the studio and W. Ray Johnston, 

president of Mono, with Christie 
having been successful in getting a 
financing commitment of 20% of the 
| budget through eastern laboratory 
interests. 


come 


| 


i 
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Broadway 


Bill Ferguson back from Atlanta. 

Gail Patrick vacationing in town. 

Joe Schenck back to the Coast to- 
day (Wed.). 

Sidney Lanfield, 20th-Fox director, 
vacationing in town. 

Total Eclipse is lost, 
stolen from Cotton Club. 

Joan Davis returned to the Coast | 
after seeing the shows, etic. 

Joe Roth 


strayed or 





(and Shay) back from 


Europe after some nine years over | 


there. 


Lyle Andrews managing film the- | 


atre in Valley Stream for Century | 
Circuit. 
Ben Griefer, Paramount theatre 


megr., set hitch with Elaine Conheim 
in January. 

Sidney Harris back with ‘Ring 
Two,’ which opened in Duties | 
Monday (13). 


Cross and Dunn shift from_ the | State-Lake. 


Colony, Chi, to the Versailles, N. Y., 
the end of this month. 


Jack Ellis, RKO film salesman, 


| 


| where mother is desperately ill. 


| 


j 


| 


| 


writes songs on the side and has had | 


some of them published. 

E. K. O'Shea left yesterday (Tues.) 
for points in his eastern district on 
film deals, sales matters, etc. 

Jerry Horwin, co-author of 
Dear Children,’ the John Barrymore 
play, vacationing in New York. 

Vincent Edward Sardi, Jr., son of 
the restaurateur and active in the 
business, married last Saturday (11). 


Maurice Golden reported figuring ' 


out alibis for his next bachelor’s 
dinner. He's about ripe for a third 
try. 


Barney Balaban turned hiteh-hiker | 
when his car broke down 
Peekskill, but he couldn't thumb a 
lift. 


Henry Koster, with Dan Kelley, | 
Universal's casting director on the | 
Coast, testing a flock of talent while 
east. 

Robert Taylor and Barbara Stan- 
wyck remain in New York about a 
week more seeing shows, football 
games, ete. 

Lillian and Dorothy Gish to Boston 
over the weekend to confer, it is un- 
derstood, on a possible legit appear- 
ance for Dorothy. 

Class east side niteries look more 
like the Trocadero and Brown Derby 
these days, with a host of picture 
people now in the east. 

Now the cigar mfrs. are squawking 
that film mobsters, shown charac- 
teristically with ‘a heater in 
kisser,’ have hurt the cigar biz. 

Harry Benson joined ‘The 
Steed’ 
ager, Saul Abraham 
New York for other assignments. 

Al Margolies, United Artists p.a., 
leaves for the Coast this week on 
round-robin junkets being taken by 
members of _ publicity-exploitation 
staff. 

Eddie Boell, N.Y.U. 
who scored against Missouri on Sat- 
urday (11), is son of Eddie Bell, 
Paramount's Jersey branch exchange 
manager. 


White 


returning 


Margaret O'Connor, secretary for 
John F, Royal, NBC program chief, 
is getting along nicely after an ap- 
pendix removal at French hospital 
last week. 

Eugene Frenke, director, around 
town on a holiday. His wife, Anna 
Sten, accidentally broke her arm 
while swimming, and is resting on 
the Coast. 

Jimmy Roosevelt. east on Sam 
Goldwyn business, flew to Chicago 
Monday (13) for a speech-making 
date. Due back probably tomorrow 


(Thursday ). 

Ira Genet, recently returned from 
Alaska where he direcied a flock of 
library shots in color for Warners, 
back to the Coast after short va- 


a 
cation east. 

Palm Springs and Coast resorts 
hopping on the winter tourist band- 
wagon and soliciting eastern show 
people to lure them away from 
Florida this season. 

After several years on the Coast 
and more recently in his native Phil- 
adelphia, George Kelly has quietly 
moved to New York. Understood he 
has no playwriting plans 

Herman J. McCarthy, assistant d.a. 
in charge of the Fritz Kuhn bund 
larceny case, also prosecuted Lillian 
Saxon Schrein, Martin Beck's 
former secretary sent up for theft. 

Alex Finn back to the Mayfair, 
Boston, and out of the International 
Casino, which Chester Canning, New 
England gas station owner, who 
bankrolled it, now directly oper- 
ating. 

Abe Lastfogel, g.m. of William 


Morris agency, east this week on his 


annual winter o.o. for a couple of 
months. Clifford C. Fischer, whose 
units are routed by Morris, also east 
on biz. 

Kimberley and Page finally. sail 
today (Wed.) on a Dutch boat after 
three false starts. American vaud- 


ers have private biz interests in Lon- 
don and anxious to return there de- 
spite war. 

Benny Bengough. once noted 
catcher for the N. Y. Yankees, now 
a checker for Ross Federal Service. 
He was tendered a dinner Monday 
(13) by Newark fans where he 
coaches the Bears. 

Y. Fair management 
buffet supper for the news 
tors and technicians Thurs« 


tossed a 
reel edi- 
lay (9) at 


néar | 


‘My | 


| 


,day (13), 


the | 


in Chicago as company man- | 
to | 


quarterback, 





VARIETY 





the New Yorker hotel, Claude Col- | 
lins, head of the fair’s motion pic- 
ture division, official host. 

Death of Sidney Spier, p.a. for | enerowarg 
Billy Rose, a shock to Broadway. Raimu to go in for music-halls this 
It almost cancelled the Eleanor | winter. 
Holm-Rose nuptials yesterday and| ‘Bengal Lancers’ 
the supper party given them by the! Marseilles. 
Ben Bernies, their best couple, They | Pic comedian Noel-Noej is a ser- 
hosted 100 last night (Tues.) at the! g ant in the air force. 
Hotel Dorset. | 


(Par) banned in 


and novelist, is dead. 
Entertainment ads again making 
PR in local press. 





Chicago | 

| theatre troupe touring in Belgium. 

| Paris-Mondiai broadcasting weekly 

;radio sketch for American listeners. 
Suzanne Rouet and Corporal Ray- 

Moe Wells is an exhibitor turned! mond Girard, both of the Odeon 
songwriter. i theatre, married. 

Abe Lyman out of the Chez Paree, Actor Jean Sorbier, wounded at 
show a couple days with a cold. |the front, resting eofortably in a 

Ray Florine to New _  Orleans,/ hospital in the Vosge 

Cheered by saapinine of many de- 
|luxers, American distributors are 
| digging in for busy winter. 

Sacha Guitry off to London for two 
weeks, followed by three-week 
| junket in Italy with his troupe. 

Victor Boucher almost well again 
after being taken ill on the Made- 


Harry Greben te New York to dig 
up acts. 


Art (Singing Kid) Loftis still has | 
| that broken flipper in a cast. 
Eastern bookers in for 0.0, 
Al Borde ‘Hellzafire’ 


of the | 
unit at the 


Lew Beck, chief electrician at 
Palmer House, in St. Joseph's hos- 
pital with coronary thrombosis. 





show. 
Hungarian composer, Paul Abra- 
nam, whose operetta, “Victoria and 
On the Upbeat Her Hussars,’ was tried out in St. 
Louis last summer, planning U. S. 
Continued from page 46 visit. 











There have been complaints in the 
French press because Shakespeare’s 
statue in Paris has not been covered 
with sandbags, thereby exposing it 
to damage in the event of air bomb- 


Ramona and her Men of Music. In 
a fortnight, Lennie Hayton orchestra 
follows Venuti. 


Diek Barrie pencilled into Bill ay visa not given in Bor- | 
Green's Casino, Pittsburgh, next deaux for boxoffice pic successes 
Monday (20) for indefinite engage- ‘Rappel Immediat,’ ‘Choc en Medi- 
ment. Repiaces the Benny Burton |terranee,” ‘La Route Imperiale.’ 


‘Alerte en Mediterranee,’ ‘Cheri Bibi,’ 
|‘Cessez Le Feu’ and ‘Les Deux Com- 


Brad Hunt band out of Pittsburgh, binards. 


following stay at Deshler-Wallick | 
hotel in Columbus, went into Merry- 
| Go-Round Club in Dayton, O., Mon- 


| outfit. 





Baltimore 


By Howard A. Burman 


Burton Lane is organizing his own 
orchestra in Chicago, and is being (C)ub. 
handled by General Amusement. ‘Butch’ Gardina, Oasis greeter, out 
Lane previously established in music | With serious eye infection, 
business as songwriter. Ted Routson readying home talent 


Mike Goldstein taking over Miami 





revue for the Hipp in tieup with 
: News-Post. 
Hamilton Park, Waterbury, un- John Elmer moving WCBM to 


shuttered for one-niters with Tommy 
Reynolds band Sunday (12). Woody 


new location out of downtown busi- 
|} mess sector. 


Herman skedded Nov. 19 and Larry Eddie Sherwood in charge of an- 
Clinton Nov. 26. nual charity shindig sponsored by 
—— local Variety Club. 

_ | Broughton Tall commuting to 

Charlie Ferron orchestra got pit Washington for work on govern- 
job at Lyric, Bridgeport, lit for | ment radio scripts. 

burley. Leonard ‘Chum’ McLaughlin man- 

|aging Maryland Symph in addition 

Bobby Byrne’s new band goes into | er oe jaan Maryland 

the Brooklyn Roseland for four Cliff Jarett and Helen Leonard, of 

weeks Nov. 23. Will have four, Hipp front office, teaming up for 


church choir work on 


weekly network shots. 


Terry Shand band signed by Gen- 


weekends, 


Cleveland 


eral Amusement. Starts two weeks 
at the New York Roseland tomorrow 
ABs By Glenn C. Pullen 
. 9 “onstane , ‘losing vi 2 
Jimmy Dorsey’s Sherman Hotel, ag a Bennett closing vaude 
Chicago, opening sei back from Dec. Chet Zohn, WTAM gabber, start- 
27 to 29. Band had a Friday (17) jng veeal school. 
date at Hill School, Pottstown, Pa., Jean Soboda, ‘Miss Ohio of 1939,” 
knocked out by an epidemic. personaling at new Famous Door 
ee Club. 
oP ae ; Harry Moskowitz, of Loew’s New 
Slim Gaillard band held over at | York office, glimming the State for 
Rendezvous, Philadelphia, for an- | jmprovements. 
other two weeks. No interviews given out by Paul 
————- Muni during Hanna visit in ‘Key 
Al Kavelin band goes into Texas Largo. A bad cold : ‘ ; 
Ketel Mort Worth. for four weeks Robert Yodice, Stillman’s assist- 
ho € 7 un, - | one manager, married Loretta 
Nov, 24. Schurger Saturday (11) 


Nearly everybody in nitery biz at- 


Glenn Miller replaces Jimmy Dor- tended funeral of Harry Propper, 

sey at Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, a impresario of Mayfair 
. as Oo, 
N. J., tomorrow night (16). ; 

Zeke Zarchi replacing Andy Fer- Minnea olis 
retti with Tommy Dorsey, Yank p 
Lawson also leaving Dorsey to gé By Les Rees 
with Bob Crosby 

- Jack Schlaifer, United Artists \ 
, p.. a Visitor 
’ take vocalist ’ ; . : 

Judy Pigyeconng ™ mR, W > W.H. Workman, M-G branch man- 
spot with new Jo bey ams OY- | ager, in hospital for rest 
chestra now in rehearsal, Katharine Cornell] in ‘No Time for 

: Comedy’ set for Lyceum Dec. 15-16 

Bob Crosby booked for Flatbusl} Joseph Rogatnick, from New York 
theatre. N. Y., week of De added to Universal booking depart 
Windsor, Dec. 14; Carlton, Dec. 21 ment, , : 

7 i George Garrette here ahead of ‘On 
2 ved TT) ’ . Yn) y 1 } 
or me oe ‘ s0orrowed Time, coming into the 
»s Albe orchestra fr of 

Jules Alberti est free Alvin. 

M. C. A. Max Torodor, Indie nabe exhibitor, 
sae : back from New York business and 

Barry Wood steps up from Vo- pleasure trip. 
calion to the Columbia label. Russ Morgan into Auditorium for 

eiateisaisalen one-nighter under U. of Minnesota 

Shep Fields picks up Milt Pick- Sfoup auspices, — 
man as personal manager Dec. 1} T'win City Variety club entertained 

« : IOC LS « « nt: . ° - 

‘ : John Boles and Jackie Coogan, who 
, yersonaled here. 

Jack Leonard returns ito the i C ude Snyder vet night club 
Tommy Dorsey band at Palmer worker here, to m.c. Minnesota thea- 
House, Chicago, in couple weeKS. tre stage shows. 

Differences paiched up William Scully and Peck Gommer- 
— sall, Universal v.p. and district man- 

Dorothy Kilgallen, New York ager, tage FP ng — 

: eae ale dancing tre > 
Journal-American Broadway ceol- Ted Shawn ma ee troupe 
umnist, doing a series of swing pencilled into U. of Minnesota Audi- 

! ist, < A ‘ ows al en a nie ep 
bands, etc., for Cosmopolitan mag torium for agar vial (Thursday). 

ack 2 say Roy Slentz, the Gopher manager, 


anticipating oil well coming through 
on his recenily acquired Texas tract. 

Tom Martin, of Rialto, named 
manager of rebuilt Uptown, Para- 


Vincent Lopez band replaces Casa 
Loma crew at Palace hotel. S.F., 


Dec. 6, for six weeks. 


Jean Jose Frappa, newspaperman | 


Gaston Baty and his Montparnasse | 


leine stage at Sacha Guitry’s charity | 


mount’s ace nabe house here, 
reopen. 

Herman Wobber, 20th-Fox general 
sales, manager, and Moe Levy, S. R. 


soon to 


Kent drive leader, here for sales 
meeting. 
Margie Lang, of Patricia Wynn 


Dancers (house line) at the Minne- | 


sota, off to join Shipstad and John- 
son ‘Ice Follies.’ 


‘mount to head booker, replacing 
Ernie Lund, who resigned to join 
‘United Artists’ sales staff. Latter | 


succeeded Everett Lovelett. 





Legit Backing 


Continued from page ! 








Duane Becker promoted by Para- | 


wrights’ Co., which also has backing | 


from Park avenue. The Gable- 
Wharton office is stated to act as a 
buffer for Whitney and thereby pro- 
tect him from indiscriminate man- 
agerial investments, 
to take a percentage of shows when 
and after being okayed by Gable- 
Wharton, 


Also interested in ‘Father’ is How- 


ard S. Cullman, who made a fortune | 


in tobacco, was receiver for the Roxy 
theatre and is vice-chairman of the 
New York Port Authority. Howard 
Lindsay and Russel Crouse, who 
dramatized the play from the stories 
of Clarence Day, who wrote about 
his dad and the rest of the household, 
both have a percentage of the man- 
agerial end, joining that group of au- 
thors who take a chance with the 
producer. Collaborators are to pro- 
duce on their own this winter, hav- 
n:; the rights to Joseph Kesselring’s 
‘Bodies in the Cellar,’ described as a 
‘horror comedy.’ New title is ‘Ar- 
senic and Old Lace.’ 
Antsinette Perry Missed Out 
Rights to the dramatization of 
‘Father’ slipped out of the fingers 
of Antoinette Perry 2nd Brock Pem- 
| berton. Former originally suggested 


the stories be woven into play form | 


about three years ago, shown by a 
letter to Day. Day, who was a vic- 
‘tim of arthritis, is deceased. He first 
oblected to having ‘his family’ on 
+the stage, but, when informed of the 


amount paid for picture rights, be- 
gan to favor the idea. After his 
demise a deal was made with the 


Plan is for him | 


estate, but Miss Perry did not figure | 


for some reason. Day family belongs 
to the sedate segment of Manhattan 


social registerites. Production ac- 
count for ‘Father’ was comparatively 
modest. There was $25,000 in the | 


bank for that purpose, but this was 
not entirely consumed and_ the 
show's only week out in Baltimore 
played to a profit. 

Among the incoming shows backed 
by ‘outside’ money ‘Swingin’ the 
Dream, mixed cast musical of 
Shakespeare’s ‘Midsummer Night's 
Dream’ coming to the Center this 
month. Jean Rodney, whose father 
is a Wall Streeter, is coproducer with 
Erik Charell. Miss Rodney also 
in on the revival of ‘Outward Bound,’ 
which played successfully at the 
Playhouse last season and is on tour, 
Other prospective producers are 
around with assured backing, but 
seeking acceptable stage material. 


1s 


1s 





Share the Wealth 


Continued from pace 1} 


like engagements be filed with the 
union. 

Impression in the trade is 
closing of this income 
the precursor to 
form of economic 
within the union, and also is a means 


to determine the profits being earned 


that dis- 
information 
new 


1s 


SOme 


redistribution 


by the large band booking organiza- 
tions. The suspicion prevails that 
the union will in time act to circum- 
cribe these profits, but that for the 
time being it will content itself with 
maintaining a check on block book- 
ings and similar practices 
Redistribution 
As for the redistribution angle. it 
pointed out that the primary in- 
terest of the union to see that its 
members are paid the prevailing 
scale and that as many of them as 
possible are employed. The union 


will be able to learn over a period of 
time not only what the average earn- 
ing of its most employed members 
are, but the annual income of ail 
leaders, 

Outcome of this 
come systematic plan for wider 
distribution of work, or a rule re- 
quiring larger unemployment pay- 
ments from the regularly employed. 
Big money leaders may even be told 
that since they must, after reaching 
certain brackets, turn over a large 
portion of their earnings to the Gov- 
ernment for taxes it would be practi- 
cal for them to dissipate this differ- 
ence by carrying additional men on 
their payroll, even though they might 
only occupy the status of standby 
men. 


information may 


Hollywood 


, om English broke his arm 
all. 

Geraldine Fitzgerald in from New 
York. 

Don 
crash, 

Nat Dyches back from Manhiuitan 
vacash., 

Geza Herczeg back to work after 
illness. 

Irina 
Metro. 

Joan Fontaine to hospital fo: 
servation, 

Ray Lissner back to work 
long illness. 

Edward Shellhorn to hospital with 
eye trouble. 

Charles Skouras on northern 
spection tour. 

Doris Davenport hurt by fall down 
flight of steps. 

Johnny Weissmueller here to re- 
sume film work. 

Pandro Berman back 
weeks in Oregon. 

Fanchon and Marco back 
Manhattan biz trip. 

Dorothy Welsh to the Mayo Clinic 
in Rochester, Minn. 








in @ 


Ashbaugh bruised in motor 


Baronova checked in at 
ob- 


after 


in- 


after three 


from 


Lester Cowan returned to job 
after teeth trouble. 

Bernie Schermer rejoined 20th- 
Fox publicity staff. 

Suzanne Morris granted divorce 


from Chester Morris. 
Dan Mainwaring goes back to RKO 
flack department Dec. 1. 
John Loder sustained head 
ies in an auto accident. 


injur- 


M. C. Levees celebrated their sil- 
ver wedding anniversary. 
Herman Greenberg here on 


ASCAP talks with radio bosses. 
Samie1 Goldwyn presented with a 
medal by Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
Bunty Cutler checked in trom 
Broadway to make her film debut in 
Metro’s ‘New Moon.’ 


Frank Whitbeck’s elephants put- 


|} ting on makeup to play mastodons 


in Hal Roach’s ‘1,000,000 B.C.’ 

Ruth Gordon sold ‘My Film De- 
but,’ the story of her Hollywood 
experiences, to Atlantic Monthly. 

Kenneth MacKenna back at his 
Metro desk after visit to New York 
where he picked up armful of stor- 
ies for inspection. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Louise LeForrest, a local, one of 
George Abbott’s ‘Too Many Girls.’ 

Saxman Ray Tucci has left Al 
Donahue’s band and will join Jan 
Savitt. 

Joe Vilella assembling bunch of 
vaude units for small houses in tri- 
state area. 

Subscriptions at Pittsburgh Play- 
house are already double last sea- 
son’s figures. 

Happy Felton here for a few days’ 
visit with his family during a layoff 
jor his band. 

Sally Foster and Joe Rickwal ex- 
pect to tell it to a preacher some 
time next month, 

Christina Lind of ‘Leave It to Me’ 
used to be Jean Peterson when she 
lived in nearby Ligonier. 

Lela Moore, at Earl Carroll's in 
Hollywood for last six months, com- 
ing home for the holidays. 

Jim Alexander a grandpop again, 
his daughter, Mrs. Dorothy Bright, 
having given birth to a son 

George Fox, of 20th-Fox 
and former Marie Friedley 
from an eastern honeymoon, 

Jack Downey, junior manager at 
Wilkinsburg’s State, has quit show 
biz for post with steel company 

Ex-stock fave here, Hugh Banks, 
cast with John Beal and Helen 
Claire in ‘I Know What I Like.’ 

Harry Kalmine leading bunch of 
showmen to New York for Conn- 
Lesnevich fight on Friday (17). 

Fred Silett of Playhouse has been 
offered minor role in Constance 
Bennett revival of ‘Easy Virtue.’ 

Par exchange manager Dave 
Kimmelman rushed to hospital over 
weekend with stomach disorders 


office 
back 


Sophie Tucker didn’t double here 
because no nitery could meet he! 
$1.000 asking price. However, she 
did get a key to the city from Mayo: 
Scully 

Rome 

Grover Whalen’s visit played uy 
big in local gazette 

New legit company organized. wiih 
Cesarina Gheraldi as star. 


Old American films in English be- 
ing shown at the Quirinetita. 

Villagio Balneare reopening, 
stituting opera for pix in theatre. 


sub- 


Quirino, legit showcase, reopened 
with Three Masks Co. in ‘Cause and 
Effect.’ 

The Lanezy-Ninchi Co. at the 
Argentina, presented ‘] Married en 
Angel,’ 

Goffredo Alessandrini planning to 
make long documentary in color on 
Italian colonial life. 

Outdoor cinema showcase at the 
Moderno turned into skating rink. 


Films moved inside. 

Ermete Zacconi, Italy’s No. 1 actor, 
maki ‘I Dialoghi di Plato’ «The 
Speeches of Plato’) for the screen. 


ng 


Weekly publication, Cronache della 
Guerra ‘Chronicle of the War), be- 
ing published under auspices of 


Popular Culture Ministry. 
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' Bin, and rode ‘King, the Wonder 


OBITUARIES | 


| 


I SPIER after her marriage to Phillips Smal- 

Sidney nae tk one of the better | ley, celluloid idol of his day. = 
known Broadway press agents, died acted for a short time with an ~ 

unexpectedly in Mt. Sinai hospital, | then turned to writing. onege her 
New York, early yesterday (Tues-| plays is ‘The Drunkard, now p — 
morning after being confined | in its seventh year in L. A. Under 


) | ° . . . ai - 
cael for 10 days. Suffering from /her direction such players in silents 
rheumatic fever, an unsuspected!as Anita Stewart, Billie Dove and 


Actual Claire Windsor achieved sande. . 
é y t lavis 
“aus a cerebral hem-| She was the first to ren 
a. sani homes for shooting instead of build- 
_- bd - of e - : “ - . ‘ ‘Hypo- 
Spier unusually well with ing sets. Two of her pictures, ‘Hypo- 
ngs crites’ and ‘Where Are My Children, 


$ j ras on 
the newspaper bunch, and it was 
their recommendation that Billy | gave state censors many headaches. 


Rose engaged him to handle all his| 
press interests when Richard Maney 
veered away to concentrate on legit. 
Spier, in the years he’s been on 


heart condition proved fatal. 





WALFORD BODIE 
‘Dr’ Walford Bodie, 68, so-called 
'mesmerist, one of the most spectacu- 
Broadway, since leaving North Caro-) jar stage figures in England for 
lina U., handled cafes and legits, be- | years, died in Blackpool Oct. 19 fol- 


!auto accident 
| Nov. 





ing associated with Dorothy Ross/j owing an operation. Although he 
(Mrs. George Ross, wife of the N. Y-| ¢jaimed to have studied occultism 
World-Telegram Broadway column-/ in Europe and the Far East, and to 
ist) in a general press bureau. have taken a degree as a dentist in 
He was unmarried. His mother | the N. S. the showman later ad-| 
and a sister survive. Funeral ser-| mitted the statements were a flight | 
vices will be held at Campbell’s, | o¢ fancy. | 
N. Y., tomorrow (Thursday). Hundreds of cripples and the sick | 
used to throng music halls where 
BUDDY DOYLE the ‘doctor’ appeared, and he sup- 
Buddy Doyle, 38, singer and co-| posedly ‘cured’ them in front of the 
median, who had appeared in mu- | audience with his ‘hypnotic powers. 
sicals, pictures and until five days | He retired to his native Scotland in 
before his death was a member of | 1931, but returned to the footlights 
the company of Billy Rose’s Diamond | the following year and had appeared 
Horseshoe, New York nitery, died) in Blackpool this season. He had 
after an appendix operation in| also been an agent. 
N. Y., Nov. 9. 
His forte was an impersonation of 
Eddie Cantor. Understudying the 
star in ‘Whoopee,’ he was abl@ tO) screen actor, died Nov. 10 in Holly- 
garner first-hand observation Of | wood, after a brief illness. He had| 
Cantor's facial characteristics and | recently finished a role in ‘Little| 
traits. On one occasion, Cantor be- | Accident’ and was preparing for ‘My | 
Favorite Wife’ at RKO. 
| Born in London, Girardot had been 
|an actor 66 years. He made his| 
| American debut in ‘Charley’s Aunt’ | 
| in 1893 and played in it three years. | 
His film career began with the old 
| Vitagraph company in Brooklyn, 








ETIENNE GIRARDOT 
Etienne Girardot, 83, stage and 








IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
OUR DEAR DEPARTED 


MOTHER 


stage and screen until 1933, when 
| he moved to Hollywood. His most 
important recent role was in The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame.’ 
Surviving are his widow and a 
stepson, 


SARAH MORETTE 


Who Died Nov. 20, 1928 


Her Two Daughters 





Anna and Lillian Morette E. MORTIMER SHUTER 


E. Mortimer Shuter, Broadway | 








. orse,’ in many early pictures. 





WILLIAM BURKE 
William Burke, 25, of Kenny and 
Burke, comedy bar act, was killed in 
near Brooks, Ind., 
10. 
Details in vaude section. 





GEORGE NICHOLLS, JR. 
George Nicholls, Jr., 42, film direc- 
to., was fatally injured Nov. 13 when 
his auto plunged off a mountain 
point in Hollywood, 
Details in film section. 





William O. Simpson, 53, vet musi- 
cian, died Nov. 9 in Madison, Wis., 
of a heart attack. A member of the 
Milwaukee Musicians’ Association 
since 1911, he was its biz agent in 
1924, and from 1919 to 1922 served 
on the exec board. Survived by 
daughter, sister and brother. 





Henry A. Mokowski, 30, died Nov. 


| 3, at the Will Rogers hospital, Sara- 


nac Lake, N. Y., after a short illness. 
He had been an accountant with 
Warners. Survived by parents and 
two sisters, 





Allie Foran, former Dallas dancer, 
died Nov. 9 in that city of pneu- 
monia. During vaude’s boom she 
had been featured at Happy Hour 
theatre there. 





Enrique J. Tuit, 50, concert pianist 
and composer, died in New Orleans 
Nov. 8. He had formerly been head 
of the Temple Conservatory of Mu- 
sic, Philadelphia, for several years. 
Survived by widow and three sisters. 





Jack Meehan, 63, father of Frank 
Meehan, of Meehan and Shannon, 
vaude team, died in Long Island 
City, N. Y., Nov. 9. 





James W. Seeley, 32, died at the 
Will Rogers hospital, Saranac Lake, 


N. Y., Nov. 7. He had been in Loew’s | 


biz department. 





Alden O’Flynn, 72, former New 


| where he divided his time between york theatre orchestra leader, died | 
|in his North Pelham, N. Y., home| 


Nov. 12. 





Carol Ecklund, five-year-old film 
player, died Nov. 4 from burns when 
her dress caught fire at a party. 








| legit houses. 








| 
the same taste in pictures as the U. 


S. Musical comedies are favorites 
with New Zealanders, according to 
the report. 

All films shown in the Dominion 
are subject to censorship, Golden 
said, and those containing ‘anti-war 
propaganda or strong pacifist senti- 
ment’ are virtually banned from 
exhibition. Nine pictures of this type 
were recently disapproved and with- 
drawn from circulation, government 


film expert declared. 


Equity-Tix Code 


Continued from page 55. 











clare that by having an impartial 
board of virtual arbitrators the onus 
of penalizing those at fault would 
not fall on either the League or 
Equity. 

Latter insists that this is the only 
way the managers can show sincer- 
ity in wanting to clean up the ticket 
situation. As to the argument that 
the showmen themselves should be 
able to control tickets through con- 
tacts with the agencies, it appears 
the managers want Equity’s con- 
tinued support on the code because 
that carries with it the pledge not 
to adopt new rules which might 
make producing more difficult, 

Somewhat changed situation of 
the ticket matter is the difference 
in attitude of producers and those 
showmen members of the League 
whose principal interest is the own- 
ership or operation of theatres. Pro- 
ducers do not regard the plan of 
the ‘trial board’ with as much appre- 
hension as those who have theatre 
properties. The Shuberts’ could 
doubtless be affected more than any 
of the other League members. Lee 
Shubert was again in the limelight 
during the conferences because of 
that, since the Shubert string con- 
sists of nearly half of all available 
The more theatres the 
more chances of running afoul of 
the code. 

Shubert Objects 


Shubert again declared that it 
might be all right if a ticket broker 
was punished along the suggested 
lines, but that managers should not 
be coupled under the same set of re- 
strictions. Equity says it is not so 


|much concerned about what penal- 


ties the League may mete out, so 
much as to be assured that the 
managers really want to better the 
ticket situation. This side believes 





| from Niger’), 





Gallic Show Biz 


Continued from page 15 











been among the more notable per- 
formers. 

The ABC's premiere on Friday 
(27) afternoon also saw its receipts 
turned over to the army. Most open- 
ings, as a matter of fact, are bene- 
fits. 

A grand gala will be given Noy. 
15, under the chairmanship of Pre- 


|mier Daladier, when the French pic, 


‘Un Homme du Niger’ (A Man 
is premiered at the 
Olympia. 

Trenet’s ‘Flying Theatre’ 

Charles Trenet, the ‘Singing Fool,’ 
has been given approval by his 
superiors in the flying corps to or- 
ganize a ‘flying theatre.’ Trenet 
and his collaborators will fly to many 
points of the front to entertain 
soldiers, and trom time to time will 
give benefits in the cities. The first 
of the latter is slated for Nov. 26 in 
Marseilles. 

Fernandel, the pic comedian, has 
already performed for his regiment 
and organized many little sketches, 
It is here that he launched a new 
war song, ‘Francine.’ Ray Ventura, 
dance band leader; Maurice Chevalier 
and many others have also been 
very active in the Maginot line and 
elsewhere on the front. Even the 
dusky American, Josephine Baker, 
has been to the front to entertain 
the boys. 

The Siritzkys have also contrib- 
uted their bit, bringing the cinema 
to the French fighting forces. Own- 
ers of the biggest chain of show- 
cases in France, they’ve equipped 
several autos with projection ma- 
chines, and beginning Nov. 8 these 
trucks will go everywhere in the 
fighting zone to show the latest 
French films. 

Robert Trebor has the Bal Tab- 
arin doing a roaring biz. Three 
hundred one - france (about 2c) 
lunches are prepared daily for ac- 
tors who have lost their livelihood 
as a result of the war. About 50,000 
francs (over $1,000) are needed 
monthly to support this project, but 
it appears that this sum will be 
easily attained due to the steady 
stream of donations. 

A similar arrangement has been 
worked out for indigent writers, 
playwrights and composers at the 
Salons of the Republican Circle. 
Here meals cost two francs each. 








Aussie Boom | 


that one severe penalty would do 


ing ill, he filled his role for a week. 
While cast in several films, his big- 
gest part was as Cantor in ‘The 


legit producer at the turn of the| 
century, who had directed ‘Trail of | 
the Lonesome Pine’ and ‘Ben Hur,’ | 
died after a long illness in | 








| Continued from page 15 


much to help matters. 
Equity conceded the point that the 


Ann/|U. S., but a number of the dancers | more tickets there may be on direct 





MARRIAGES 


Millie Sims to Hal Rorke, in Las 
Vegas, Nev., Nov. 4. He’s Coast 
publicity director for CBS. 


Great Ziegfeld.’ Arbor, Mich., Nov. 10. | are in Europe, as is de Basil, and} sale at the box office, the more | 

A World War veteran, whose real| Coming to Ann Arbor in 1905, he| will go direct. Outfit is due there| chance there is that a larger per- 
name was Benjamin Taubenhaus, he | staged operas of the University of | Dec. 25 and is booked for a 30-week | centage will reach the hands of gyps. 
was a member of the Friars Club,| Michigan until their abandonment in| tour. Leading dancers going in-| They admit, too, that gypping will 
Equity, Jewish Theatrical Guild and} 1928. Among the students who ap-| clude Irina Baranova, Tatiana Ria- | probably never be eliminated be- 
the NVA. Surviving are his widow, cause of the supply and demand for 


| Mary Eastman to Joe Donahue, in 
| Las Vegas, Nev., Nov. 7. Bride is a 
| model; he’s Coast radio director for 
| William Esty agency. 

Helen Veronica, to Bill Baird, In 
| Chicago, Nov. 3. Bride is nitery en- 





peared in his productions was N. Y. | bouchinska, David Lichine and An-| 











parents, brother, Gene Doyle, also! District Attorney Thomas E. Dewey. | ton Dolin. German Sevastianov, the clicks, but they want to finally | tertainer: he’s a magician. 
an actor, and a sister. — | husband of Mile. Baranova, is di-| find out if there is some way that | Mary Nauman to Jerry Smith, in 
HADJ LLESSIK rector. The ballerina, currently on} the managers will not equivocate | Des Moines Nov. 3. Groom is ‘The 
MARIE L. DAY (Frank Kissell) the Coast, is slated to do a picture| when ticket abuses are charged ‘ ao“ 


do | Yodeling Cowboy’ over WHO. 
Mrs. Wilson Day, 84, legit actress| Frank Kissell, 74, a gun juggler,| there, but will finish it in time to} against them. | Betty Pritchard to Frank Christie, 
for almost 50 years under stage | known professionally as Hadj Lles- | 521! with the company. In addition to the impartial board | in Seattle, Nov. 11. Bride is former 
name of Marie L. Day, died Nov. 7 | sik, died Nov. 6 in Utica, N. Y. Number of singers from the | idea, Equity believes that alloting | assistant booker for Hamrick-Ever- 
from pneumonia at a private hospital| Kissell started with the old Sig| D’Oyly Carte Opera Co., from the! of tickets is one of the key points | green theatres; he’s the circuit's chief 


in Cleveland. Born in Troy, N. Y., | Sautelle circus, later playing with Savoy theatre, London, will tour | to the problem. Argued that if there | booker. 

her biggest role was that of Aunt|a couple of minstrel shows and Bar- | Australia beginning in February,|is no discrimination, likely when | Dottie Lee to Jimmy Rudge, in 
Miranda in stage versions of ‘Re-|num and Bailey, among other cir-| With a few local players in small/there is a manager-broker tieup | Pittsburgh, Nov. 3. Bride’s a singer; 
becca of Sunnybrook Farm,’ starring | cuses. He had been retired for some | parts. Ian Keith, who recently | there will be less reason for tickets ’ - ov. ger, 


, . he’s with Bobby Peters orch. 

: | 3 ; « , | 80ing from one agency to ee | Laura York of Station WOW pro- 

hy stage yee bese oe and the resultant over-charging. | gram department, to Gaylord Avery, 

fee Queen’ at Kg > Meee S ron General opinion appears to be that | announcer at WOW, in Jacksonville, 
“ni, : » Syaney.| if the proper allotment of tickets is | IL, recently. Just disclosed. 


Mabel Taliaferro, Edith Storey and | years, closed in a repertory of ‘Libel’ and | 
Mary Pickford. 
She played character roles in 


David Belasco productions and had 


A son, Frank Kissell, Jr., 
Mount Clemons, Mich., survives, 


of | 





supported George Arliss, Rose Mel- 
ville, Dustin and William Farnum 
and Madge Kennedy. She had also 
played in the silent film version of 
*Mother Carey’s Chickens.’ 

She had been married to one of 


ANNA BATES 


Anna Bates, 69, active on the stage 
from 1890 until 1927, died after a 


A resident of the Edwin Forrest 
Home, Germantown, Pa., since 1928, 
her leading men, Wilson Day, who she was born in Maysville, Ky., and 


died in 1927. Survived by two daugh- |trouped with leading thespians of 
ters and six grandchildren, | the past half century, including 
|}Fanny Ward, Laurette Taylor and 
| the late May Irwin. 


HARRY PROPPER 
Harry Propper, vet Florida and 
Ohio nitery operator, died at the | 


——___ 


FREDERICK ULLMAN, SR. 


year’s illness in Philadelphia Nov. 8. | 


The musical, ‘Under Y at,” is | : : 
e sical, ‘Under Your Hat, 1Si made to those agencies who are 


playing to big biz at His Majesty’s, 
Melbourne, while ANZT also has an 
ice show in Sydney. 

Tipoff on improved business Down 
Under indicated by results 
achieved in the Sam Morris business 
drive for Warners in Australia. Re- 
turns just received show that book- 
ings secured in the 14-week drive 
ran 32% higher than in the same pe- 
riod last year. [Morris since has quit 
Warners. ] 


is 





| 
| to 


known to have wide distribution 
there will be fewer chances for gyps 
operate. With the enforcement 
issue agreed on, the matter of allot- 
ments should be comparatively easy 


Mayor La Guardia still has the 
Spellman bill on his desl. for dis- 
posal. Measure would legally fix the 


resale price of all ‘ickets at not more | 


than 75c over the face velue. Under- 
stooi the mayor will decide Strictly 


| according to the law and may fol- 


| Eleanor Ryan to Ron Gambie, in 
| Dearborn, Mich., Nov. 8. Bride is 
|singer at WJR, Detroit; he’s spieler 
|on Ford Sunday Evening Hour. 
Mildred Powers to Johnny Olson, 
in Decorah, Ia., Nov. 10. He’s an- 
nouncer at WTMJ, Milwaukee. 
| Alma Lloyd to Franklin Gray, in 
Hollywood, Nov. 11. Bride is a 
daughter of Frank Lloyd, film direc- 
| tor; he’s an actor-playwright. 
| Kathryn (Sugar) Kane to Horace 
Boos, Jr., in Los Angeles, Nov. 10. 


home of a sister in Cleveland Nov. | 


1 from a heart ailment. Buffalo 


Frederick Ullman, Sr., 75, pioneer | | low the precedent of the U. S. Su- | Bride is film actress. 





; ; ; picture theatre owner, U. S. Films’ Edge in N. Z. | Ppreme Court, which ruled that a sim- | Betty Harrison to Herman Tim- 
a 900 in rae he Alig a = |died Nov. 11 in the upstate city Washington, Nov, 14, | lat statute was not constitutional. | berg, Jr., in Chicago, Oct. 21. He's 
erated the Claremont Tent in which | after a few days illness. With Mit- | son of the vet vauder and a per- 


; Virtual monopoly ‘sr U. S. pix in | 
the late Louis Bleet was his partner. prnsoll y- ed = an built the Mark New Zealand was predicted last | 
Then followed his operation of the | oe ave es | week by Nathan D. Golden, chief of | 


Carlton Terrace, Cleveland, in which A son, Frederick Ullman, Jr., gen- | 


former on his own. 
Jean Chatburn to Dick Metz, in 
| Topeka, Kans., Nov. 9. Bride is film 


Mer. Held Blameless In 


Sophie Tucker was interested finan- | 


|eral manager of Pathe News, sur- | division 
i oily . 


the Commerce Department’s M, P. | 








cially; the Tavern, Lake Road Inn, | Y!Y°> 
Airport Tavern and the old Mayfair. 
His last venture was the Mayfair Ca- | 
sino, Cleveland, said to have cost 
about $200,000, which foided a cou- 
ple of seasons ago. In Miami Beach 
he ran the Empire Cafe, Polo Bar 
and Grill. 

Besides his widow he is survived 
by a brother and five other sisters. 





HARRIET CLARK VAN DOREN 

Harriet Clark Van Doren, who 
more than a half century ago was a 
singer and concert pianist of note, 
_died after a two-week illness in East 
Orange, N. J., Nov. i0. 

Widow of the late Charles L. Van 
Doren, she is survived by two sons. 








LOIS WEBER RANGER BILL MILLER 





Lois Weber, 56, first woman film Ranger Bili Miller, 61, film cow- 
director, died Nov. 13 in Log Angeles; boy of the early silents, died Nov. | 
after a long illness. (12 in Los Angeles, 

Her career in films started in 19096 He was the adopted son of Buffalo 


| th 


War conditions in Europe expected 
to bring about a relaxation o- pres- | 
| er. ratios which now require that at 


least 20% of all films exhibited must 
be British, Golden ‘eclared. Slump 
in English film: production which oc- 
curred at the start of hostilities is 


try to keep up to its quota, according 
t~ the film chief, and situation makes 
it ‘unlikely’ that New Zealand au- 
thorities will insist on strict enforce- 
ment of the established ratios. 


American films already dominate | 


New Zealand field, Golden point- 
ed out, with the Antipodes showing 


Cinema Fire, 20 Killed 


Mexico City, Nov. 14, 
Automobiles blocking exits of 
cinemas or other paid public amuse- 
ment centers does not make the 
managers 
criminals when fire breaks out and 


|kills customers, the federal supreme 
| making it hard for the mother coun- | 


court has ruled in quashing a five- 


| year sentence imposed upon Manuel 


Sosa Herrera, owner-manager of the 
cinema at Zacatepec, which was de- 


| stroyed by. fire last summer with a 
| loss of 20 lives. 


A lower court sentenced Herrera, | 


holding he was to blame because 
patrons’ cars cluttered up the exits. 


of these establishments | 


player; he’s a professional golfer. 
| Eleanor Holm to Billy Rose, 
'New York, Nov. 14. 


| BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Howard Dinsdale, 
| daughter, in Hollywood, Nov. 8. 
| Father is a screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Durant, daugh- 
ter, in New York, Nov. 7. Mother 
| is Molly O'Day, silent film star; 
| father is vaude and night club per- 
former. It’s their third daughter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Marsala, daugh- 
ter, in New York, Nov. 8. Mother i3 
guitarist Adele Girard, with Mar- 
| sala’s band, 


in 
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Film Production East 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


ested me. Just shows you ‘de gusti- 
bus non disputandum est’...there’s 
no disputing about tastes. Most peo- 


The recent meeting between the | ple thought he was the best guest 


Mayor and the amusement crafts is 
one which the motion picture indus- 
try should not close its eyes to. For 


practice of the large picture studios 
to curtail all their production here 
in the east; they have dumped hund- 
reds of people out on the street 
without any consideration. Not one 
of these companies offered to place 


these men in their California studios, — 


Recently the American Airlines 
decided to move from Chicago to 
New York. The entire force work- 


ing at the Chicago plant were given 
the privilege of moving here with 
the company, all moving expenses 
taken care of. Not long ago when 
the Erie R. R. moved from Jersey 
City to Cleveland the same condi- 
tions presented themselves and the 
Erie R. R. paid all expenses. 


Thousands of dollars are spent 
here in N. Y. for entertainment. 
Every successful stage show is 


backed by New York money but not 
one of these stage shows is filmed 
here. If they can make pictures in 
foxgy London 
make them here in New York. 


With the recent publication of all 
the large salaries of the producers, 
actors, ete.. the cry against labor 
salaries will not stand. 
more, the Neely Bill and many other 
conditions will be brought before 
the next Congress. 


The recent withdrawal of several 
features which 
here, the recent closing of the War- 
ner Bros. Studios in Brooklyn, all 
short subject production curtailed 
here, has started something. 

The picketing of theatres, boycot- 
ting producers and informing thous- 
ands of theatre patrons of the raw 
deal given the people who have 
given the best years of their life 
to a profession, only to be turned out 
on the street, will not help the thea- 
tres any. 

Producers and actors who can 
have racing stables, winter and sum- 
mer homes, large ranches, etc., will 


have to explain why, when hundreds | 


of people can't find shelter and pay 


a small rent just because someone 
does not like the climate of N. Y. 
If the New York money is okay 


and people can travel to London to 
make pictures for their quota, there 
is no reason why they can't make 
2 certain quota here, especially 
when most of the money comes from 
\. a 

The awakening must. certainly 
fake place very soon. If not the 
producers may have something else 
to work out. If they can find a soft 
job for the President’s son they cer- 


tainly should be able to find some 
work for people who have served 
in the motion picture industry all 
their lives 


Name Withheld by Request 


Author Agrees With Critic 
New York. 
Editor, Varirry: 
I read with interest your review 
of my radio program ‘Fun With the 


Famous’ and I want you to know 
that I do agree with a good part 
of it. 

As a matter of fact, when I list- 
ened to the playback, I realized | 
must work more crossfire into the 
Script. I could not merely depend 
On the stories given me. However, 
after writing scripts for the more 
than 350 guests I had on ‘If I Had 
the Chance,’ I’m not worried much 
about that...especially when you 
consider that fully a third of those 
guesis gave me nothing at all to 
Start off with. 

Yes, you're right...this show does 
depend on iis guests and the script 
...but what interview show does 
not? Incidentally I worked a 


dramatization of a true experience 
of one of our guests into the show 
the second week (which I think was 
considerably better than the first 
week's) and that came over so nicely 
I'm going to retain it as a perma- 
nent part of the program. 

I liked ‘If I Had the Chance’ just 


as you seemed to have from the 
write-ups you gave it...but I 
couldn't seil it and that’s the im- 


portant thing. I discovered as time 
went on that the ambitions became 
less and less important and the show 
depended more on anecdotes, so I 
decided to cut out the ambitions and 
let the anecdotes carry the show. 
I think I'm given more leeway in 
his manner. 


Your remarks about Stone inter- 


they certainly can | 


Further- | 


were to be made} 


on the show. 


a comedy writer appearing on my 
own show, to give my guests all the 
comedy lines practically, I sweat 
blood restraining myself. 

But I believe an_ interviewer 
should not make stooges out of his 
| guests, especially when most of them 
are betier known than he is. 

Mort Lewis. 





Exposing Themselves 

| New York. 

| Editor, Variety: 

| With all of your editorials about 
| ASCAP’S failure on public relations 
‘with the radio industry you have 
singularly avoided a far more dan- 
gerous subject of the real public’s 
reaction to songwriters’ problems in 
general. 

| Because of Dr. Spaeth’s ‘Tune De- 
tective’ radio programs and many 
| similar debunking acts, the public 
| really feels there are no creative 
_ writers, that all are hacks, 

Deems Tavlor’s defense of the 
‘adaptation’ of classics on the N. Y. 
Philharmonic program, as a painless 
introduction to the classics only 
emphasizes the general (even among 
musicians who know better) view 
that there is little point in honorable 
| dealing with thieves. 

Never in the many years I have 
been plaving requests has there been 
such obvious and widespread thiev- 
ery, often under the signatures of 
able men and published by men 
whose firms have high ASCAP rat- 
|ings. I would simply like to list 
‘Blank Biank’ (deleted), signed by 
three of our most knowing musical 
figures, yet still published by another 


| 


| firm as ‘Blank Blank.’ Billy Rose’s 
unabashed adaptation of a Strauss | 
waltz as ‘Yours For a Song,’ and 
‘South of the Border’ from ‘La| 
Golondrina’ of course fall in the| 
category of ‘adapting’ from the 


classics which are in the public 
| domain. 

But here's a list of others...I could 
go on for days, but I know you are 
aware of these piracies and also the 
verv bad reaction toward the ‘ac- 
credited’ adaptations to popular 
Ivrics which have had such a vogue 
since Peter DeRose found new gold 
in Savino’s careful arrangement of 
his vagrant tunes in ‘Deep Purple.’ 


The lack of anv internal ethics so 
apparent in certain organizations 
will not be the smallest factors in 


militating against ASCAP. 
More in sorrow than in anger. 
Bishop Ruland 
(Jerry Bent). 


‘De-Louse Burlesque’ 
New Bethlehem, 

Editor, VARIETY 
What awful form of bubonic 
plague has fallen on burlesque? One 
whose medical student days in Philly 
were enlivened by sessions at the old 
Trocadero, 10th and Arch, with Rose 
Svdell's ‘London Belles,’ Billy Wat- 
‘Beef Trust.” Blanche Merrill, 
the ‘tailor-made girl,’ Jean Bedini, in 
‘Puss-Puss,’ ‘Bowery Burlesquers,’ 
and others worthy of the name, re- 
grets the present putrid puddles of 


Pa. 


son's 


pus, posing as burlesque. 
The sketches are something to be 
fumigated sterilized 


de-loused, and 


Recent inspection of the ‘comedy 
material’ indicates a drastic purge 
is in order Send the fairies back to 
‘Peter Pan.’ ‘Snow White’ and ‘Oz,’ 
and get the queer stuff out of he- 
man burlesque. Present stuff would 
make a stevedore blush. 
Please fumigate burlesque. There 
oughta be a law 
(Dr.) Hilton A. Wick 
Not So Gay Paree 
Paris 
Editor, VARIETY: 
Paris todav sees very little life. 
Fiehtv per cent of the stores and 
restaurants are closed. The George 


V has been taken over by the Air 
Ministry and many of the other large 
hotels. also of the smaller hotels, 
| have been mobilized. 

For the first week or so all picture 
houses and theatres were closed. To- 
dav a few of the cinema are open 
but showing pictures several years 
oid. All picture houses close at 10 
p.m. All restaurants and bars are 
required to close. at 11, and as the 
streets are pitch-dark at night there 
is no place to go after 11 except to 
bed. For once the Parisians are get- 
ting plenty of sleep. So far the le- 
gitimate t! tres have not announce d 
when they This will 


e reopening 


-THINK' 


Incidentally, did you ever figure | 
| how much will power it takes for me, 
the past few years it has been the) 


gay Paris today. 

Decided, after living over here fif- 
teen years, I could not very well 
run away at the first sign of danger. 
So made up my mind to stay and 
try to get in some branch of the 
service. 

All picture production has been 
closed down. A great many of the 
| producers, writers, directors and ex- 
ecutives have been interned, as the 
Germans and Austrians were most 
active jin this industry here. There 
; were several pictures’ unfinished 
when war was declared. Understood 
the government will, in the near fu- 
| ture, allow these pictures to be fin- 
ished wherever possible. 

There are very few Americans left 
in Paris, only those who have busi- 
ness which compels them to stay. 








there is any life. Most everybody 
you see in the cafes already in uni- 
form. 

Irvin Marks. 


Musical Blacksmiths’ Comeback 


| Hollywood. 
Editor, Variety: 

In your obituary on Cass F. Staley 
|—with the untrue statement about 
‘trying to make a comeback’—it is 
| true we played a week in March, 
| 1934, at the RKO, Rochester, our 50th 
anniversary, to the capacity of that 


Lunch at the Ritz and generally din- | 
ner at Maxim’s, the only spots where 


give you a pretty good idea of not so 











poison at the boxoffice lately, ex- 
hibitors are beginning to sell them 
from other angles, as suca horror 
films, mellers, etc. Were the Euro- 
pean war more in earnest, it is felt 
in some quarters, the pictures might 
be doing better, although the women 
are believed to be pretty sour on 
anything smacking of militarism. 

Reissue of Fox’s ‘Road to Glory’ 
hit Broadway Thursday (9), into the 
Globe, but was pulled after two days, 
grossing just $1,000, 


Wilk’s Opinion 
Minneapolis, Nov. 14. 
War stories will be out and the 
Hollywood trend will be toward 
comedy, stated Jake Wilk, head of 





the Warner Bros. story department, 


| stopping over in Minneapolis. 


Pro- 


| ducers feel that the public wishes an 


theatre throughout the week, turn- | 


ing people away even on the last 
/performance of the week. We were 
| praised and complimented by the 
/management; also written letter of 
| praise from the district manager and 
press at our artistic and financial 


| 
, success, 


The close of the vaude season alone 
prevented immediate engagements. 
Was offered time for fall season but 
I would not risk a winter season in 
ithe east, so we put the ‘Musical 
Blacksmiths’ in storage so that the 
grandchildren of Cass F. Staley can 
‘and will entertain the next genera- 
tion, if there are any decent theatres 
left by that time. 


Dick Staley. 
Musical Black- 
Transtormation 


| (Originator of “The 
smiths’ and Total 

Novelties. ) 

P. S—If you study vaudeville his- 
tory, you will find that the Staleys 
of ‘Musical Blacksmiths’ fame were 
a great help in making vaudeville a 
'clean, decent and entertaining form 
of amusement. 


Husing’s Grid System 


New York. 
Editor, VARIFTy: 


by middle 


escape from the grim war realities— 
something that will take their minds | 
off the European tragedy, Wilk de- 
clared. 

‘And Hollywood is planning to 
give them just that,’ he said. ‘Movie 
fans can anticipate an abundance of 
pictures emphasizing the lighter as 
pects of life.’ 


——— 


War Pix Poison in Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 14. 





It was a quick runaround here, 
too, for war pix. They’re poison at | 
the bo. now, having run their | 


course, in the first-run spots anyway, | 
of last month. Fulton | 
learned that few days ago when it 
stuck ‘Road Back’ in Thursday (9) 
just to cash in on Armistice Day Biz 
and then didn’t wait for it. Picture 
was yanked after two days and man- 
agement stuck in ‘First Love’ five 
days ahead of schedule. 

Art Cinema had same experience 


fortnight ago. Senator had pre- 
viously played ‘All Quiet,’ but 
shortly after outbreak of war, and 
did a swell biz with it, so tiny 
Liberty avenue house figured it 
might be good for run there. Died, 
however, and expired after week. | 


On = strengt of Senator showing 
also, Harris outfit put it into their | 
nabe East Liberty spot, the Liberty, | 
but likewise too late and it lasted | 


}only two days. 


| 


| 


|boom’s definitely over. 


‘but it never even got started. 


On page 29 last week you had the 


story of Les Quailey ‘my former 
brain) and his new gridiron mark- 
ings. 

I can’t take anything from Quailey 
(except good advice and informa- 
tion) but in the Orange Bow] game 
this year we started the new mark- 
ings. We painted the 20-vard lines 
in orange, as well as the 40-yard 
lines, and widened the 50-yard line 
three thicknesses The end zones 
were diamond marked in orange and 
white. The side line markers were 
also marked in varying colors. 

Practically perfect. Rain couldn’t 


'on 


| Weingarten. 


epoil these football field-wide mark- 


Ings. 

In Quailey’s system have to 
peer for such small markings as dia- 
monds and crosses. Give Ernie Seiler, 


you 


director of Orange Bowl credit—he | 


suggestion. (Quailey 
this idea in 1930.) 
Ted Husing. 


accepted ou! 


and I worked eon 


Julius Fleischmann’s Ballet Aims 
New York 
Editor, VARIETY 
An article appearing Sept. 27, 
under the heading, “Fleischmann 


Donates $250,000 to World Arts, Bal- 
let Russe Producer,” continues to 
state that I have recently given a 
s understood to be $250.000 to 
World Arts, producing com- 
pany for the Monte Carlo Ballet 
Russe.” The facts are as follows:— 

Universal Art, Inc., of which I am 
President, is an American company 
organized in 1937 by a group of 
stockholders for the purpose of or- 
ganizing Russian Ballet in this 
country on an artistic_and non-com- 
mercial basis, so as to insure the 
continuance of the ballet art in the 
United States as a broad cultural 
movement. The Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo, now performing at the 
Metropolitan Opera House in New 
York City, is the outgrowth of this 
movement. 

In line with this policy, American 
dancers of promise were brought 
into the company, and today they 
out-number all other nationalities. 
Members of the company are chosen 
for their dancing ability and not for 
their nationality. It is our hope that 
‘we can continue to offer to the Ameri- 


um 


Inc 


A short run and a profitable one | 
for the wartime reissues but the | 
Another one | 
to play around was ‘Road to Glory,’ | 
| 
Weingarten Favored ‘Escape’ } 

With two other Nazi yarns, repre- | 
senting a total outlay of about $75,000 
its shelves, Metro’s recent pur- 
chase of the novel, ‘Escape,’ was at 
the insistence of producer Lawrence 

Most all other M-G| 
execs opposed the purchase because | 
of the Reich angle, although they | 
liked the story. 

Already gathering dust in M-G’s 
story vault are Phyliss Bottome’s 
‘Mortal Storm,’ a reported $25,000 
buy, and an Erich Remarque story 
for which $50,000 was paid. 

Brazil’s War Pic Tabu 


Notice has been received in N. Y. 
that the Brazil government has 
issued a decree further cracking 


down on war theme films. It rules 
that no picture shall be approved by 
the censors which criticizes or slights | 
any country actually engaged in war, 
their government, or their ideas. 
Change Blackout Title 
‘London After Dark,’ Charles 
Laughton’s English-made taken for 


can public the best in the ballet art 
in the dance, in music, in painting 
and in choreography- matter 
from what source it comes 
Our endeavor to encourage 
in America is seen in the fact that 
this season we are offering in our 
repertoire our first all-American 
ballet by an American composer, an | 
American choreographer and an 
American painter. We hope the 
public’s reception of this ballet will 
encourage us to expand the number 


no 


ballet 


of American works in our reper- 
toire. 
All those of us who are stock- 


holders in Universal Art have con- 
tributed financially to this move- 
ment, but it is not true that*I have 
recently given the large sum you): 
mention. Ballet “is an expensive ar- 
tistic enterprise, and it requires the 
support of a large number of people 
if it is to be continued. We are now 
completing plans for an organization 
to this end which will help us to 
meet the deficits that naturally ac- | 
company an artistic enterprise of | 
this kind and provide funds for fu- 
ture prod ictions, 
Julius Fleischmann 


Dearth of Story Material 


Continued from page 2 


! Artists there. 








release by Paramount, will have its 
title changed because it suggests a 
war blackout. Film is one of trio 
Par took from Mayflower Produc- 
tions. It will be released next spring 
and goes into the Rivoli, N. Y., first- 
run under a deal closed for it by 


| John Wright. 


Par to Film Polish Grab 
Hollywood, Nov. 14. 

Film based on the Polish grab by 
Germany and Russia will be made by 
Paramount. Yarn titled ‘Polonaise’ 
was written by Brian Marlowe and 
Thomas Marlowe. Joel McCrea and 
Maria Ouspenskaya draw the leads. 

Mitchell Leisen directs under pro- 
duction aegis of Arthur Hornblow, 
Jr. 





Silverstone - UA 


Continued from page 3 








mild state of the war in Europe made 
it his intention to return to produce 
the 1940-41 commitment for United 
Reports, strengthened 
by his decision to lengthen his stay 
on the Coast and miss the stockhold- 
ers meeting, are that Korda may ar- 
range to work in Hollywood, how- 
ever. Deepening prospects of ‘the 
war becoming serious may also in- 
fluence his decision. He has long 
been anxious to move his base to 
this country. 

Print of ‘Lion Has Wings,’ which 
Korda recently completed, arrived on 
the same plane as the producer. It 
was viewed by UA execs in New 
York and shipped to the Coast Mon- 
day. Korda denied that it is sub- 
sidized by the British government, 
although it is admittedly a propa- 
ganda picture. Present plans are to 
put it in general UA release in the 
usual manner after Coast execs have 
screened it. 


Downie Bros. Stand Up 
Memphis By Quick Fold 


Memphis, Nov. 14. 

Downie Bros. Circus’ sudden fold- 
eroo last Wednesday night (8) in 
Little Rock disappointed several 
hundred customers who showed up 
at the Mid-South fairgrounds here 
for two showings scheduled on 
Thursday (9). Had billed the town 
completely, with ads even appearing 
in morning dailies here 12 hours af- 
ter decision to close. 

Art Miller, press agent, said cir- 
cus found suitable winter quarters 


|in North Little Rock and decided to 


suspend instead of risking bad 


| weather, 


Wire Performer’s Arms 
Fractured in 40-Ft. Fall 


Baltimore, Nov. 14. 
Joseph Cherbock, of the American 


Eagles wire act, suffered fractured 


internal 
injuries in a 40-foot fall during open- 
ing performance of the 
Morton Circus at the local armory 
last week. Handling a bicycle on a 
wire while supporting his partner, 
Fritz Huber, on his shoulders, he 
dropped to the floor when his top 
mounter lost his balance Huber 
grabbed the wire to break his fall 

Show, sponsored by loca] Shrine 
Clyde Beatty and his wild 
animal act. 


arms, bad lacerations and 


Hamid- 


includes 


Young Joms B-C 


Chicago, Nov. 14. 
Ernie Young, who for years has 
had his own fair booking agency, is 
discontinuing his office and joins the 
Barnes & Carruthers agency here. 
Simultaneously, Ethel Robinson, 
with B. & C., leaves to go with Music 
Corp. of America here, which has 
been increasing its activities in the 
outdoors and fair-booking fields. 





Sues Ringling Circus 
Dallas, Nov. 14. 
Charging an unruly circus horse 
kicked her as she left the show here 
last Sept. 30, Mrs. Ida Lanford has 
filed suit against Ringling Bros. 
Barnum and Bailey here for $31,000. 
Injuries said to have included 
compound fracture of arm. interne! 
lacerations 


injuries and 


none 





1 ip se eee ey 


Ss Tad Wiha 
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